Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


K^^^ 

No.  »S. 

1 

I'H   REPORT 

iJSU   COKUITION 

1 

KECJORDS 

1 

1,1.   11.     'l-iiu'^jH,    *>in   Coi^'TrF*. 

1 

_t.   UOHEHT  'I'.  "^WAS,  CouHaaoBDL 

1 

U0f3T0N; 

1 

^  L-onftH  PitfrrNn  on,.  wyMBM^^M 

1 

•     •     •     • 


•  •  .  .  No.  52. 


r/j/r 


ELEVENTH  REPORT 


ON  TBS 


Custody  and  Condition 


OV  TBM 


UBLIC  P"RnOT>Tr>r 


riMBI 


Compliments  of 


(^^c^PoTJ^tj^, 


•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •  •  • 

•  •     •  • 


Commissioner. 


BOSTON :  • 

WRIGHT  A  POTTER  PRINTING  CO..  STATE  PRINTERS, 

18  Post  Offiob  Squarb. 
1899. 


•  « 


..onoal 


CnmmnntoieHltl^  of  PlHSsax^uSietts. 


Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Bostok,  Jan.  6, 1899. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  seventh  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  eleventh  in  the  series  of  reports  on 
the  public  records. 

Results  of  the  Work  of  the  Commission. 

The  statute  requires  that  the  commissioner  shall  make  a 
report  "  of  the  results  of  his  labors."  This  is  a  most  diflS- 
cult  thing  to  do,  as  the  results  are  far-reaching,  and  many 
of  them  are  not  known  to  him  for  a  long  time.  The  follow- 
ing can,  however,  be  justly  claimed  as  results  :  — 

The  placing  of  the  most  important  records  of  the  cities 
and  towns  (excepting  Boston)  in  much  safer,  and  in  most 
cases  in  what  are  judged  absolutely  safe,  places.  This  has 
been  done  by  the  building  of  vaults  or  the  improvement  of 
old  ones,  the  providing  of  safes,  the  removal  of  records  to 
fire-proof  buildings  or  <' safety  vaults,"  and  the  fitting  of 
fire-proof  rooms  with  metal-work. 

The  preventing  of  the  old  custom  of  fitting  up  other- 
wise fire-proof  rooms  in  county  buildings  with  combus- 
tible material. 

The  binding  of  records  which  were  so  dilapidated  that 
their  renovation  by  ordinary  process  was  pronounced  im- 
possible, and  of  others  which  could  and  should  have  been 
bound  if  a  county  or  town  had  complied  with  the  statutes. 
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The  awakening  of  the  recording  officers  and  the  public 
to  the  fiEict  that  the  records  were  being  written  with  worth- 
less liquids  under  the  name  of  ink. 

The  copying  of  many  of  the  records,  notably  the  records 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  common  lands  granted  by  the  Gen- 
eral Court. 

The  printing  of  town  records. 

The  indexing  of  many  of  the  records. 

The  discovery  of  books  of  record,  and  papers,  packed 
away  and  often  unknown  to  any  living  town  officer,  although 
in  some  town  building ;  also  the  discovery  of  and  delivery 
to  the  proper  town  officer  of  town  records  and  papers  which 
were  in  private  possession. 

The  sorting  of  the  files  of  papers  in  the  towns,  aggregat- 
ing in  some  cases  bushels  (and  in  many  cases  in  condition 
to  be  measured  as  loose  papers  by  the  bushel),  and  the 
placing  of  such  as  are  required  to  be  preserved  in  proper 
receptacles.  (This  has  been  the  personal  work  of  the  com- 
missioner, as  none  of  the  papers  can  be  destroyed  without 
his  approval,  and  has  necessitated  the  inspection  of  thou- 
sands of  papers.) 

The  delivery,  under  the  statutes,  to  the  city  and  town 
clerks,  of  records  of  many  extinct  churches  and  societies, 
and  of  extinct  bodies  of  proprietors  of  common  lands. 

The  advising  upon  the  size,  cost,  and  location  of  vaults, 
and  the  cost  and  methods  of  copying,  printing,  indexing, 
and  binding  records. 

The  standing  for  the  Commonwealth  behind  public  officials 
who  desired  to  take  action  for  the  improvement  of  their  rec- 
ords, but  knew  the  expenditure  of  the  necessary  money  would 
not  meet  the  approval  of  the  people  of  their  county,  city, 
or  town,  and  might  prevent  their  re-election. 

The  awakening  of  the  public  to  the  necessity  for  greater 
care  of  the  records. 

The  establishing  of  the  office  of  record  commissioner  in 
Rhode  Island,  of  a  board  of  three  commissioners  in  New 
Jersey,  and  the  agitation  of  the  subject  in  other  States. 

Generally  acting  as  an  officer  of  a  record  **  clearing 
house,"  where  officials  and  citizens  come  for  and  bring 
advice  and  information. 
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Suggestions. 

The  statute  further  requires  that  the  commissioner  shall 
make  *'  such  recommendations  and  suggestions  as  may  seem 
important  for  the  safety  and  benefit  of  said  records."  Rec- 
ommendations would  imply  that  legislation  was  asked  for, 
but  the  two  things  most  needed  for  the  **  safety  and  benefit" 
of  the  records  are  evidently  so  far  in  advance  of  public  senti- 
ment that  they  are  here  put  forward  as  suggestions. 

Public  Record  Office. 

The  suggestion  of  a  public  record  office  has  been  twice 
before  made,  and  every  year  of  experience  makes  the  neces- 
sity for  it  more  apparent.  The  reasons  for  such  an  office^ 
set  forth  in  the  eighth  report,  are  repeated :  — 

In  such  an  office,  which  could  and  should  be  absolutely  fire* 
proof,  the  English  methods  of  procedure  could  be  followed* 
Records  could  be  cleaned,  repaired,  preserved  and  arranged ;  cata- 
logues, indexes,  and  copies  made,  and  when  made  printed  and 
sold.  The  church  and  parish  records,  which  are  now  as  a  rule 
kept  in  ^' unfit  and  unsafe  buildings"  (to  quote  an  English  act 
relating  to  this  subject) ,  could  be  brought  to  this  office,  and  much 
that  in  reality  constitutes  early  town  records  would  thus  be  secured 
and  preserved. 

One  great  advantage  of  bringing  the  records  to  a  central  point 
would  be  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  a  person  to  have  a 
certain  amount  of  knowledge  regarding  a  town's  incorporation  in 
order  to  search  for  information  desired.  The  frequent  changes  of 
town  lines,  and  the  setting  off  of  one  from  another,  make  it  a 
matter  of  great  uncertainty  where  the  records  of  a  certain  time  can 
be  found,  especially  as  records  bearing  a  town  name  in  many  cases 
are  not  to  be  found  in  the  town,  but  in  the  part  set  off  under  the 
new  name. 

The  removal  of  the  older  records  from  the  towns  would  leave 
most  of  them  vei*y  well  equipped  with  vaults  and  sa/es  for  the 
safe  keeping  of  the  later  ones,  and  the  clerks,  having  fewer  in 
their  care,  and  being  relieved  of  work  consequent  upon  having  the 
older,  would  take  better  care  of  what  were  left  in  their  hands. 

Another  very  great  argument  in  favor  of  such  a  plan  would  be 
the  bringing  of  the  files  of  papers  to  a  place  where  they  could  be 
available.     In  the  accumulation  of  papers  which  are  going  to  de- 
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svoetina:  at  i&tt  icnn»  -riahed  jov  mum'  XppdfaflBanarr 
deaenb^  'jl  vJ^  T^pur:  under  1^  litk  ^  Itprdhflacaairy 

Tlkeve  *r«r  ±M  laaii'imrjett'  pBcmunEu  'fritb  long  jDvunSiAes  mit- 

materUL  is,  zbt  u^?yjTj  of  ^cwns  uid  cKf  the  Suofc.  Mut  of  these 
pdipera  w-dolii  49S|:^l£meLl  tiiciMr  in  iIh:  jtrchrreE  £t  ite  Ssate  H<Miae, 
lAd  I  jua  STLTifr  liiiv^  luTHr  lUiuiiT  sobL  jispei¥  ID  juTTxi&e  ^sads  tiuU 
woold  be  piAeftd  5£i  pL  tjibe*  ctof^ic^dT  if  the  cKfmei^  ssw  joit  Qefihood 
of  tbeir  belskz  ^j^k^  prederr^d  SLod  nmde  sraaliiiiie. 

The  otyyicisoa  iu>  lihof  ^»kzt  -v^Dch  ^cmld  imm^SaaAt^  occor  to 
many  »  tb:»t  it  &§  a^oitsi  the  poUicr  of  the  St&le  to  laierfcie  with 
toim  govemcG^Qt  duid  ciesjtnJise  ssthodiT.  I  shmd  tint  idca« 
bat  softer  aererml  jetf^*  cxp»ie3)ae  ^tb  toim  <iff>cMli?i,  wlio  are 
foppoae^i  to  know  ai>d  n^iefieiit  ihe  £«Dtm>eiii  of  the  peof^  I  mm 
CODvinced  that,  whije  the  uttjodtr  of  the  people  staT  hare  a  pride 
in  the  towD  and  its  bistonr.  ii>ev  tike  dc*  inieirest  is  Ibe  reooids, 
not  realizing  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  records  there  would  be  no 
aathentic  hiatory.  The  suggestion  of  the  expeDditore  of  a  little 
money  to  bring  the  records  into  the  reqnired  oondiiion  is  looked 
apon  by  the  selectmen  as  an  anpreoedenied  expenditore^  for  which 
they  must  have  the  approval  of  the  town,  and  an  artiiie  in  the 
town  warrant  for  an  appropriation  for  such  a  porpose  is  often 
vote^i  down.  I  do  not  think,  therefore^  that  the  towns  woold 
object  to  the  removal  of  their  records,  especially  if  the  people 
knew  that  information  probably  contained  in  them  coold  be  ob- 
tained by  correspondence  with  an  office  prepared  to  immediately 
fanjish  it,  whereas,  if  sach  information  is  now  in  their  records  no 
one  knows  it,  and  it  cannot  be  ascertained  without  much  trouble 
an<]  Horne  exf>ense.  There  are  many  private  records  kept  by  clergy- 
men and  physicians  which  would  make  a  basis  for  records  and 
wouUl  supply  missing  information  in  public  records.  I  have  in 
my  fK>HMcssion  a  private  record  of  twenty-six  hundred  births, 
between  1801  and  1849,  and  know  of  many  other  such  which 
would  ho,  vuluuble  if  they  could  be  intelligently  compared  with 
ofYlcifil  rcr^onls.  Many  coroners'  records  could  also  be  made 
avfiilfilile  in  u  general  oflice. 

TIm«  record  of  lay-outs  of  highways  in  the  early  volumes  of 
mlMcelliUM^ouH  records,  inacccHsiblc,  unindexed,  and  generally  un- 
known, could  !)(•  nifule  avuiluble,  and  become  of  great  value.  In 
tJMi  ninth  volume  of  the  early  records  of  Pro\idence,  R.  I.,  the 
oounniMNioni^'M  have  printed  the  record  of  lay-outs  of  their  ancient 
hljjfhwayH,  ni'iirly  all  of  which  have  been  identified  by  the  city 
iinglnmu',  and  foot-notes  are  added  to  show  their  present  courses. 
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Many  of  the  most  ancient  towns  are  growing  poorer,  and 
the  proper  protection  and  care  of  their  records  is  now 
beyond  their  power,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  cannot 
afford  the  expense  of  buildings,  vaults,  or  safes  suitable  for 
the  records,  nor  can  they  afford  to  pay  persons  to  put  them, 
or  keep  them,  in  the  condition  required  by  the  laws.  There 
are  towns  where  no  births,  marriages,  or  deaths,  nor  a  line 
of  the  records  of  town  proceedings  have  ever  been  indexed, 
and  they  never  will  be  completely  and  properly  done  at  the 
expense  of  the  town.  The  persons  competent  to  do  it  are 
few,  and  the  expense  would  be  large. 

The  expense  of  properly  providing  for  the  safety  of  the 
records,  binding  and  indexing  them,  and  filing  and  provid- 
ing for  the  files  of  papers  in  some  of  the  small  towns  would 
amount  to  a  tax  on  every  voter  ranging  from  fifteen  dollars 
down.  The  injustice  of  requiring  the  few  tax  payers  in 
such  a  town  to  pay  for  the  neglect  of  their  ancestors  or 
predecessors*  or  for  putting  the  records  in  condition  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  long  since  left  the  town,  or  of  the 
descendants  of  former  inhabitants  scattered  throughout  the 
State  or  country,  is  too  apparent  to  need  enlarging  upon. 
And  it  is  especially  unjust  to  require  a  town  which  has,  by 
degrees,  had  its  most  prosperous  parts  set  off  and  incor- 
porated as  towns  or  cities,  until  little  is  left  but  a  small 
struggling  community,  to  lay  out  a  considerable  sum  for 
the  care  of  records  chiefly  relating  to  the  parts  set  off,  and 
their  people,  present  and  past. 

The  State  should  bring  the  early  records  of  such  towns, 
and  all  towns,  to  a  central  headquarters,  where,  at  an  ex- 
pense which  would  be  trifling  when  distributed,  all  the 
records  could  be  put  in  order  as  part  of  one  great  series, 
always  accessible  and  intelligently  arranged. 

Terms  of  City  and  Town  Clerks. 

Another  suggestion  is  evidently  too  far  in  advance  of 
public  sentiment  to  be  incorporated  into  the  law.  This  is 
that  the  city  and  town  clerks  shall  be  appointed  or  elected 
for  terms  of  at  least  three  years.  The  subject  has  been 
treated  at  length  in  previous  reports,  but  is  again  advanced 
as  being  too  important  to  abandon.     Why  should  a  good 
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clerk,  familiar  with  his  duties,  and  competent  to  a  degree 
which  no  one  can  reach  without  experience,  be  annually 
liable  to  be  turned  out  of  office  because  he  has  his  own 
opinion  upon  national  affairs,  and,  unless  he  shirks  his  duty 
and  does  not  vote,  must  class  himself  with  one  party  or 
another  ?  Reasonable  men  do  not  think  he  should ;  and  yet 
year  after  year,  in  several  of  the  cities  and  many  towns, 
party  nominations  are  made,  and  the  clerks  are  not  encour- 
aged to  do  their  best  work.  Does  any  one  suppose  the  fine 
work  done  by  the  city  clerks  of  Cambridge  and  Fitchburg 
in  printing  their  records  would  have  been  entered  upon  if 
they  had  not  known  that  their  cities  took  the  common-sense 
view  of  the  clerk's  office,  and  would  undoubtedly  continue 
them  in  office? 

While  the  above  paragraph  was  in  manuscript  a  fresh 
example  of  the  folly  of  one-year  terms  was  brought  to 
light.  A  town  clerk  (one  who  receives  no  salary  from  his 
town)  has  obtained  the  church  and  parish  records  from  sev- 
eral of  the  churches,  and,  finding  births,  baptisms,  marriages, 
and  deaths  in  them  which  are  not  recorded  on  the  town  rec- 
ords, numbering  probably  several  hundred,  desires,  in  the 
public  interest,  to  record  them,  but  hesitates  because  he 
may  not  be  re-elected  in  March.  He  cannot  complete 
the  work  during  his  present  terra,  and,  if  he  begins  it,  the 
result  will  probably  be  another  unfinished  record,  to  be  dis- 
carded by  his  successors,  as  many  others  have  been  in  the 
various  towns. 

The  claim  has  been  made  that  no  legislation  is  needed  in 
this  matter,  because,  as  a  rule,  clerks  are  re-elected.  It  is 
true  that  most  are,  and  that  many  have  served  long  terms  ; 
but  it  is  also  true  that  many  who  are  re-elected  have  political 
opposition,  and  that  when  by  force  of  circumstances  a  va- 
cancy occurs  in  an  office  where  a  clerk  has  served  a  long 
term,  the  idea  seems  to  prevail  that  now  this  is  to  be  con- 
sidered a  political  office. 

In  the  last  report  of  the  commission,  written  just  after 
the  city  elections  of  1897,  contests  for  the  office  of  city- 
clerk  were  predicted  in  Lawrence,  Lowell,  and  Pittsfield. 
They  occurred,  and  in  Lawrence  and  Pittsfield  clerks  of 
experience  were  defeated.     In  Lowell  there  was  a   bitter 
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contest,  but  fortunately  no  change.  In  Quincy,  the  only 
city  where  the  mayor  appoints  the  clerk,  a  clerk  of  expe- 
rience was  superseded  by  one  of  different  political  faith. 
Whether  either  of  these  clerks  retain  their  offices  the 
present  year  is  uncertain.  If  they  do  not,  the  city  loses 
the  benefit  of  their  year  of  experience ;  and  if  not,  since 
in  two  of  the  cities  circumstances  will  prevent  former 
clerks  from  serving,  wholly  inexperienced  men  will  prob- 
ably serve. 

The  evil  of  these  contests  and  changes  is  realized  by 
members  of  the  city  governments  and  the  people,  and 
various  remedies  are  suggested.  One  which  is  frequently 
made  is  that  the  two  parties  shall  agree  that  the  clerk  shall 
be  of  one  party  and  the  treasurer  of  another,  and  that  they 
shall  then  be  undisturbed.  This  woula  perpetuate  the  par- 
tisan idea. 

If  these  contests  must  come,  let  them,  for  the  good  of 
+'  jcords,  be  as  seldom  as  possible, — once  in  three  years, 
etter,  as  with  the  registers  of  probate,  once  in  five. 

Incidentally,  the  methods  in  some  of  the  towns  are  in- 
teresting. In  one  town  a  person  named  was  ordered  to 
cast  two  votes  for  another  person  for  town  clerk,  and  the 
polls  were  then  closed ;  in  another  the  polls  were  closed 
before  a  derailed  electric  car,  full  of  voters,  known  to  be 
opposed  to  the  leading  candidate,  could  arrive,  and  by  their 
votes  probably  change  the  result;  in  one  the  number  of 
votes  cast  for  clerk  is  never  recorded  unless  he  is  the  person 
having  the  highest  number  cast  for  any  one ;  in  one  the 
moderator  was  instructed  to  cast  one  vote  for  a  certain  per- 
son for  clerk. 

Church  and  Parish  Records. 

In  the  introduction  to  the  historical  data  concerning 
churches,  parishes,  precincts,  and  religious  societies,  in  the 
tenth  annual  report,  the  following  was  printed :  — 

It  is  hoped  that  the  presentation  of  what  it  has  been  possible  to 
ascertain,  showing,  as  it  does,  bow  much  is  lacking,  will  arouse 
an  interest  in  the  subject  which  will  lead  persons  connected  with 
the  various  religious  bodies  of  the  Commonwealth  to  see  that  miss- 
ing records  are  searched  for,  and  their  various  organizations  put 
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upon  a  legal  basis,  which  can  be  easily  done  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  404  of  the  Acts  of  1887.  I  feel  sure  a  very  lai^e  per- 
centage of  the  organizations  calling  themselves  churches  would 
find  it  impossible  to  take  action  in  business  matters  that  could  not 
be  set  aside  for  irregularity  or  illegality. 

The  hope  has  been  partially  realized.  There  have  been 
numerous  applications  during  the  year  for  information  con- 
cerning incorporation  of  churches  or  societies,  and  surprise 
has  been  expressed  that  there  was  no  record  of  such  in  any- 
State  department.  In  some  cases  the  record  of  the  church 
or  society  has  been  found  to  contain  the  record  of  incorpo- 
ration, that  being  the  only  evidence.  The  loss  of  these 
records  would  have  required  reincorporation.  In  other 
cases  incorporation  Ij^^s  been  found  to  be  necessary  before 
legal  action  could  be  taken. 

CopyiNG. 

The   statute   provides   that  when  records  become  worn, 
mutilated,  or  illegible,  copies  shall  be  made ;  and  in  a  few 
of  the  towns  the  subject  has  been  agitated,  and  bids  asked 
for  from  copyists.     Notwithstanding  the  statute,  it  has  not 
seemed  best  in  most  cases  that  the  work  on  ancient  records 
should   be   commenced,  for   the  reason  that  the   so-called 
copies  are  not  likely  to  be  copies.     Until  there  can  be  some 
expert  supervision  of  the  work,  at  a  central  office,  or  the 
work  can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  persons  who,  upon  ex- 
amination, prove  their  ability  to  copy  ancient  records,  it 
were  better  the  work  were  not  done.     Not  only  have  per- 
sons unable  to  read  the  ancient  records  attempted  to  copy 
them,  but  many  of  those  who  could,  have  taken  it  upon  them- 
selves to  omit  what  for  one  reason  or  another  seemed  best. 
Volumes  of  what  purport  to  be  copies  of  births  and  deaths 
arranged  by  families  are  found  to  have  families  omitted  that 
were  not  among  the  original  settlers,  or  were  in  the  town 
but  a  short  time.     Such  people  were  evidently  looked  upon 
as  transients,  having  no  place  in  the  town  history.     Occa- 
sionally the  vote  of  a  town  authorizing  the  copying  of  cer- 
tain parts  of  a  record  will  be  found  recorded  in  the  copy, 
and  the  original,   containing  the  whole  record,  will  have 
disappeared. 
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Copyists  having  misread  a  word  or  words  have  then  sub- 
stituted others  to  make  sense,  although  the  copy  conveys 
no  idea  of  the  original  sense.  A  striking  illustration  of 
this  mischief  is  contained  in  the  following :  Persons  were 
to  ''  have"  their  wages,  and  as  a  penalty  under  certain  con- 
ditions to  **  refund"  them.  The  copyist  copied  **have" 
*' leave,"  and  then,  as  a  person  could  not  refund  what  he 
had  not  taken,  **  refund"  was  copied  "receive,"  entirely  re- 
versing the  order  of  procedure,  penalizing  the  person  in 
advance. 

Probably  few  who  read  this  paragraph  can  translate  the 
following  words  and  figures  copied  from  ancient  records : 
Cornell  Quinser ;  prizur ;  checkerholes  ;  lotlaires  ;  esicir ; 
Vexei ;  dividents ;  alinat ;  metible  ;  turshis  ;  Mihiltide ;  hay- 
sil;  resaght;  D,  16,  M.  11;  11 :  11 :  163|,— or  decipher 
the  following  ancient  chirography,  — 

the  translation  of  which  follows  :  — 

his  heyers  (heirs)  Executors 
towne  street  to  broad  Coave 
pceell  (parcel) 
pper  (proper)  use 
careadge  (caniage) 
ptenorship  (partnership) 
speeches  or  tearmes  (terms) 
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No  one  should  be  allowed  to  undertake  a  copy  of  records 
full  of  such  puzzles  who  has  not  proved  his  ability  for  the 
work ;  and  the  offer  to  copy  at  a  price  per  hundred  words 
approaching  the  price  for  ordinary  copying  should  be  suflS- 
cient  reason  for  distrusting  the  ability  of  the  copyist. 

Under  existing  conditions,  it  has  seemed  best  to  discour- 
age copying  at  prices  which  most  of  the  towns  would  be 

willing  to  pay. 

Binding. 

No  one  without  large  experience  in  examination  of  the 
records  in  the  cities  and  towns  can  have  any  conception  of 
the  condition  of  hundreds  of  the  volumes,  and  no  words  can 
adequately  picture  their  mutilated  state.  Many  of  the  books 
have  lost  all  semblance  of  ever  having  been  in  book  form ; 
and  others,  while  having  the  leaves  held  together,  have  worn 
away  on  the  corners  and  edges  until  they  are  oval  if  originally 
oblong,  or  circular  if  originally  square. 

Attempts  to  rebind  them  have  made  them  worse,  the 
ordinary  process  having  been  to  stitch  together  single  leaves 
and  glue  them  into  covers,  with  the  certain  result  that  the 
inner  edges  thus  treated  will  break  off.  In  order  to  make 
good-looking  work,  the  outer  edges  have  been  trimmed, 
cutting  off  part  of  the  text,  often  the  last  figure  of  a  date. 

The  newspapers  occasionally  call  attention  to  an  old  rec- 
ord which  has  **been  shamefully  abused,"  or  in  *'a  disgrace- 
ful condition,"  which  by  comparison  with  very  many  of  the 
records  is  in  fairly  good  condition. 

Fortunately,  a  new  process  has  come  into  use  by  which 
any  paper,  however  decayed,  can  be  preserved  in  its  present 
condition  between  sheets  of  transparent  silk.  Many  of  the 
records  had  been  treated  by  this  process  before  the  passage 
of  chapter  439  of  the  Acts  of  1897  ;  but  under  that  act, 
which  allows  the  recording  oflficers  to  place  the  records  in 
the  custody  of  the  commissioner  for  binding,  much  more 
work  has  been  done. 

Records  have  been  rebound  by  this  process  in  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and  Adjutant- 
General;  in  the  registries  of  probate  in  Barnstable,  Bristol, 
Middlesex,  and  Suffolk  counties ;  the  registries  of  deeds  in 
Northern  Bristol  District,  Hampden,  Middlesex,  and  Suffolk 
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counties ;  in  the  oflBces  of  the  clerks  of  the  courts  in  Bristol 
and  Middlesex  counties  ;  of  the  city  clerks  of  Boston,  Fitch- 
burg,  Lynn,  Marlborough,  Medford,  Springfield,  Taunton, 
and  the  office  of  the  city  registrar  in  Boston ;  and  in  the 
towns  of  Amesbury,  Ashland,  Attleborough,  Boxborough, 
Brookline,  Danvers,  Dighton,  Easton,  Egremont,  Fox- 
borough,  Groton,  Hanover,  Hull,  Lee,  Lexington,  Lynn- 
field,  Marshfield,  Medway,  Natick,  New  Ashford,  Newbury, 
North  Adams,  Pembroke,  Reading,  Rehoboth,  Richmond, 
Russell,  Rutland,  Scituate,  Sheffield,  Swansea,  Topsfield, 
Warren,  Watertown,  Westport,  Weymouth. 

As  an  evidence  of  what  is  possible  in  preserving  records 
by  this  process,  two  illustrations  are  given  of  an  ancient 
book  of  records  of  ''The  new  town  of  Salisbury,"  so  called, 
afterward  Amesbury.  These  scraps  of  leaves,  still  held 
together  by  the  stitching,  were  kept  in  a  box  in  the  con- 
dition in  which  they  were  photographed  (Plate  1),  and  were 
supposed  to  be  past  deciphering.  The  second  illustration 
represents  a  page  after  treatment,  and  proves  the  assertion 
that  any  paper  can  be  preserved  and  bound. 

This  book  is  of  more  than  ordinary  interest.  It  begins 
with  the  record  of  a  meeting  the  nineteenth  day  of  March, 
1655,  said  by  Merrill  in  his  history  of  Amesbury  to  be  in 
the  handwriting  of  Thomas  Macy,  and  the  following  vote, 
quoted  by  Merrill,  is  partly  legible  in  the  first  illustra- 
tion :  *  *  At  the  same  meeting  it  was  ordered  that  Thomas 
Macy  shall  record  the  orders  of  the  Company  &  to  this  end 
shall  have  3d.  a  meeting  allowed  to  him  and  also  apointed 
to  record  all  &  every  the  Articles  of  Agreement  made  be- 
tween the  old  town  &  us."  It  was  supposed  that  Amesbury 
possessed  a  copy  of  the  book ;  but  having,  with  the  aid  of 
the  history  referred  to,  deciphered  most  of  the  text,  I  find 
that  this  record  contains  much  not  in  the  supposed  copy, 
omits  items  occurring  there,  and  differs  in  phraseology  and 
spelling  in  the  record  of  many  of  the  votes  from  both  the 
copy  and  from  Merrill's  quotations. 

The  Thomas  Macy  whose  handwriting  is  here  preserved 
was  the  first  settler  of  Nantucket,  whose  departure  from 
Amesbury  with  his  family  in  an  open  boat,  to  escape  the 
punishment  of  the  General  Court  for  having  sheltered  four 
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can  probably  never  be  made  dry.  With  the  hope  of  im- 
provement in  the  future,  the  following  letter  was,  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  ''  American  Architect,"  published  in  its 
columns,  and  attention  was  editorially  called  to  the  subject. 
It  has  already  borne  fruit  in  conferences,  and  requests  for 
plans,  which  are  furnished  gratuitously. 

Vault  Room  for  Public  Records. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Jaly  15, 1898. 
To  the  Editors  of  the  **  American  Architect,'''^ 

Dear  Sirs: — I  would  ask  the  use  of  your  columns  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  records. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  find  how  little  attention  the 
architects  have  given  to  providing  sufficient  vault  room  in  the 
buildings  intended  for  use  of  public  officers  who  must  keep  records. 
Town  buildings  provided  with  rooms  for  the  various  departments 
are  found  with  but  one  vault,  usually  for  the  use  of  the  town  clerk, 
and  that  one  of  a  capacity  soon  to  be  outgrown.  For  this  the 
architects  are  not  wholly  to  blame,  for  the  town  officers,  as  a  rule, 
have  cared  little  for  the  records,  and  their  estimate  of  needed  vault 
room  is  based  upon  the  comparatively  few  books  in  current  use. 

But  the  architects  in  many  cases  have  shown  great  ignorance 
in  the  construction  of  vaults,  locating  them  in  dark,  out-of-the- 
way  places,  which  seemed  unfit  for  other  use,  and  building  them 
without  the  slightest  thought  of  ventilation.  Many  are  built  in 
cellars,  the  word  vault  having  apparently  been  used  in  its  sense  of 
a  tomb.  The  consequence  is  that  many  of  the  vaults,  some  in  the 
finest  buildings,  are  worthless,  and  as  unfit  for  a  record  as  a  re- 
frigerator would  be,  and  books  placed  in  them  have  dropped  out 
of  their  covers  in  a  few  months. 

Vaults  should  be  constructed  with  double  walls,  with  an  air 
space  between,  and  ventilation  into  the  air  space  from  within  and 
without  should  be  provided.  Many  simple  devices  can  be  used 
for  this  purpose. 

The  single  vault  in  the  small  towns  should  have  a  floor  space  of 
at  least  forty  square  feet.  (Part  of  the  shelving  must  have  a 
depth  of  eighteen  inches  to  accommodate  the  *'  valuation  "  books.) 
The  vaults  should  increase  in  number  and  size  according  to  the 
population  of  the  town. 

I  should  be  glad  to  confer  with  architects  or  builders  proposing 
to  draw  plans  for  town  buildings.  Robert  T.  Swan, 

Commissioner, 
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Fires. 

Each  year  seems  destined  to  have  at  least  one  fire  in  a 
building  containing  public  records,  and,  singularly,  several 
have  occurred  either  after  the  report  of  the  commissioner 
was  ready  for  the  printer,  or  partly  printed.  This  year  the 
town  hall  at  Townsend  was  damaged  by  fire  to  the  extent 
of  several  thousand  dollars,  and  a  large  fire  at  Holliston 
burned  the  building  in  which  the  treasurer  and  collector 
kept  his  current  records.  These  were  removed  from  the 
safe  without  injury.  Both  of  these  fires  occurred  after  the 
repoii;  was  completed. 

The  press  reports  that  the  records  at  Townsend  were  re- 
moved were  incorrect.  There  is  a  fine  vault,  in  which  they 
would  have  undoubtedly  been  safe ;  but,  as  the  fire  did  not 
reach  that  part  of  the  building,  there  was  no  anxiety  felt 
about  them,  and  no  occasion  for  removal.  One  removal  of 
records  has  sometimes  proved  ''  as  bad  as  a  fire." 

State  Standard  Ink. 

The  abuse  of  the  State  standard  ink  continues ;  abuse, 
first,  in  the  sense  of  ill  treatment,  and,  second,  in  its  con- 
demnation by  those  who  ill  treat  it.  As  long  as  any  ink 
possessing  the  qualities  of  permanency  is  poured  in  unneo- 
essary  quantities  and  allowed  to  stand  exposed  to  the  air 
in  open  or  loosely  covered  ink  stands,  or  to  harden  upon 
pens  that  are  seldom  wiped,  or  is  watered  because  it  has 
been  allowed  to  evaporate,  so  long  will  both  the  ink  and 
pens  l)e  unsatisfactory  to  use.  But  w^hen  such  inks  are 
poured  in  quantities  suflScient  for  immediate  use,  ink  stands 
are  kept  clean  and  covered,  pens  are  properly  cleaned  after 
usinjr,  —  in  fact,  when  the  care  is  given  to  the  use  of  ink 
that  is  given  to  the  use  of  other  liquids  used  in  arts,  trades, 
or  sciences  proper  results  will  be  obtained  and  complaints 
should  cease. 

The  painter  >vlio  took  as  little  care  of  his  paints  and 
brushes  as  many  of  the  persons  called  upon  to  use  the 
State  ink  do  of  their  ink  and  pens,  would  find  both  worth- 
less ;  or  the  apothecury  who  allowed  evaporation  to  go  on 
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with  his  medicines  as  these  persons  do  with  their  ink,  or 
kept  his  implements  in  the  unclean  condition  in  which  ink 
stands  and  pens  are  found,  would  have  serious  results  to 
answer  for.  Yet  the  cases  are  parallel.  The  ink  should 
evaporate  after  it  has  left  the  pen,  and  thus  ««  bite  "  its  way 
into  the  paper. 

Typewritten  Records. 

That  the  typewriter  has  taken  its  place  in  the  advanced 
methods  of  to-day  is  admitted.  That  it  is  in  use  upon  many 
of  the  public  records  is  a  fact.  The  legality  of  such  use 
in  this  State  is  a  question.  Many  of  the  recording  oflScers 
who  would  like  to  use  it  believe  they  have  not  the  right, 
while  the  law  requires  that  records  shall  be  written  with 
thiB  State  standard  ink.  Those  who  do  use  it  claim  that 
printing  would  not  be  prohibited  by  the  ink  law,  so  called, 
and  that  typewriting  is  a  process  of  printing. 

Aside  from  any  law  in  the  matter,  the  typewriter  has  ad- 
vocates and  opponents  among  the  recording  officers.  The 
advocates  claim  economy  of  space  on  the  records ;  speed, 
with  both  consequent  economy  in  recordinor  and  convenience 
to  the  public ;  clearness  of  the  record,  in  that  it  is  print ; 
and  they  deny  the  claim  of  its  opponents,  that  the  record 
can  be  changed  without  detection.  They  admit  that  the 
permanency  of  typewriting  is  a  question.  The  opponents 
admit  a  part  of  the  claim  of  the  advocates,  but  claim  that 
the  record  can  be  erased  without  detection ;  that  the  paper 
used  upon  the  typewriter  is  apt  to  be  of  inferior  quality, 
and  consequently  the  files,  which  are  a  part  of  the  public 
records,  are  not  upon  paper  required  by  statute ;  and  that 
there  is  no  certainty  of  the  durability  of  typewriting. 

The  matter  of  erasure  can  be  determined  by  experiment. 
The  claim  in  regard  to  the  inferior  quality  of  the  paper  is 
not  wholly  true,  as  some  of  the  paper  made  for  the  type- 
writer is  more  carefully  washed  of  alkali  than  ordinary 
writing  paper.  Whether  in  typewriting  or  handwriting, 
the  recording  officers  should  see  that  all  the  papers  filed 
are  upon  standard  paper. 

The  introduction  into  the  market  of  book  typewriters, 
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for  use  upon  bound  volumes,  in  use  in  many  public  offices, 
has  awakened  a  fresh  agitation  of  the  subject,  and  legisla- 
tion will  undoubtedly  be  asked  for  legalizing  the  use  of  the 
typewriter.  Realizing  this,  it  seems  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
commissioner  to  place  before  the  Legislature  all  the  informa- 
tion obtainable  upon  the  one  important  point,  —  the  dura- 
bility of  typewriting. 

Knowing  that  typewriting  was  legalized  in  a  few  of  the 
States,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  each  State 
in  July  last,  asking  if  there  had  been  any  legislation  upon 
the  subject  in  his  State.  The  replies  showed  that  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania  were  the  only  States 
where  the  use  was  generally  legalized,  although  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi,  as  will  appear,  have  taken  action  with  re- 
gard to  certain  courts.  In  some  of  the  States  the  use  of 
the  typewriter  is  forbidden  on  records  in  State  departments. 

The  law  of  New  York  (chapter  166  of  1894)  is  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

An  Act  relathte  to  the  Recording  op  the  Pdblic  Records, 
Papers  or  Documents  or  Matter  required  by  Law  to  be 
recorded  by  public  officers. 

Became  a  law  March  23, 1894,  with  the  approral  of  the  Oorernor.    Passed,  three- 
fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  As- 
sembly, do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  1 .  The  public  officers  of  this  state  or  of  any  municipal 
corporation  therein,  having  charge  of  the  recording  of  public 
records,  papers,  documents  or  matters  now  required  by  law  to  be 
recorded  in  their  respective  offices,  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  use  typewriting  machines  for  recording  the  same. 

§  2.  '  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

The  Pennsylvania  law  (No.  125  of  1895)  is  as  follows  :  — 

An  Act  to  determine  the  Status  of  Typewriting. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted^  etc.^  That  all  typewriting  heretofore 
executed  or  done,  and  all  typewriting  which  may  be  hereafter  exe- 
cuted or  done  for  any  purpose,  and  in  any  instrument  whatsoever, 
shaU  have  the  same  legal  force,  meaning  and  effect  as  writing,  and 
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writing  shall  be  taken  and  held  to  include  typewriting :  Provided^ 
this  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  in  any  manner  affect  or 
change  the  law  as  it  now  is  respecting  signatures. 

The  New  Jersey  law  (chapter  71  of  1898)  is  evidently 
copied  froni  the  Pennsylvania :  — 

An  Act  to  determine  the  Status  op  Type- writing. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  SencUe  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New 

Jersey: 

1.  All  type- writing  heretofore  executed  or  done,  and  all  type- 
wi'iting  which  may  be  hereafter  executed  or  done,  for  any  purpose, 
and  in  any  instrument  whatsoever,  shall  have  the  same  legal  force, 
meaning  and  effect  as  writing,  and  wnting  shall  be  taken  and  held 
to  include  type- writing ;  provided^  that  this  act  shall  not  be  so 
construed  as  to  in  any  manner  affect  or  change  the  law  as  it  now 
is  respecting  signatures. 

2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately.  [^Approved  March 
17th,  1898. 

The  Mississippi  law  (Annotated  Code,  §  4240)  provides 
that  the  official  stenographer  of  the  circuit  court  shall  upon 
demand  *' neatly  write  out  in  full-hand  or  typewriting  a 
complete  copy  of  his  stenographer's  notes." 

In  Louisiana  the  rules  of  the  supreme  court  for  a  number 
of  years  require  transcripts  of  appeals  from  the  parish  of 
Orleans  to  be  typewritten,  2indi  permit  them  to  be  made  out 
in  that  manner  from  other  parishes  in  the  State.  The  clerk 
of  that  court  writes  :  *'  So  general  has  become  the  custom 
of  making  out  transcripts  of  appeal  in  typewriting,  that 
out  of  an  average  of  three  hundred  transcripts  of  appeal 
filed  in  the  office  per  annum  not  more  than  thirty  are  in 
manuscript." 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  neither  of  these  laws,  nor  in  the 
rules,  is  there  any  safeguard  against  the  fagitiveness  of  the 
writing. 

Knowing  that  the  market  is  full  of  all  sorts  of  typewriter 
ribbons,  with  a  wide  range  in  prices ;  that  with  many  people 
the  lowest  price  seems  to  be  the  chief  requisite ;  that  some 
of  the  standard  ribbons  are  counterfeited ;  that  ribbons  have 
been  guaranteed  as  permanent,  when  it  was  known  that  they 
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ink  was  for  business  uses  or  general  correspondence.  Few 
gave  a  thought  to  the  matter  of  permanency ;  a  free-flowing 
fluid,  that  would  not  thicken,  and,  if  possible,  could  be 
black  when  first  used,  was  what  was  desired,  and  conse- 
quently was  what  was  chiefly  put  upon  the  market  by  the 
manufacturers.  Naturally,  such  inks  found  their  way  upon 
the  records,  though  the  two  popular  qualities  made  them 
unfit  for  records. 

So  with  regard  to  ribbons.  The  greatest  demand  is  for 
business  uses,  and  ribbons  possessing  copying  qualities, 
making  them  most  in  demand  for  such  uses,  are  most  likely 
to  be  found  on  typewriters,  ready  for  use  upon  records  as 
well.  A  purple  copying  ribbon  is  among  the  most  popular ^ 
and  is  admittedly  the  most  fugitive. 

Chemical  analyses  of  certain  inks  and  typewriter  ribbons 
have  been  made  for  some  of  the  departments  at  Washington, 
and  the  results  have  been  printed.  These  tests  are  not 
satisfying  to  a  person  trying  to  obtain  the  most  information 
for  the  benefit  of  his  records.  That  a  particular  ink  or  rib- 
bon of  A's  or  B's,  submitted  especially  for  a  test,  proves  to 
be  what  was  claimed  for  it,  and  is  reported  to  possess  many 
other  qualities  of  no  consequence  to  a  recording  officer,  is 
not  satisfactory  evidence  that  all  of  A's  or  B's  inks  or  rib- 
bons are  permanent.  Nor  should  it  mean  that  A's  or  B's 
inks  or  ribbons  are  superior  to  many  others  not  submitted 
for  test.  They  may,  in  fact,  be  much  inferior,  and  this 
gives  such  tests  an  element  of  unfairness. 

It  is  often  held  out  by  salesmen  as  sufficient  evidence  of 
superiority  that  a  certain  ink  or  ribbon  ''  is  in  use  at  Wash- 
ington," when  a  dozen  others  may  be  in  use  in  other  depart- 
ments, perhaps  all  proper  for  the  use  required  of  them. 
The  bids  of  a  certain  department  a  few  years  since  called 
for  eight  different  inks,  only  two  of  which  were  suitable  for 
records. 

The  claim  has  been  made  that  certain  ribbons  are  im- 
pregnated with  printer's  ink,  and  consequently  permanent. 
The  very  nature  of  printer's  ink,  which  is  made  permanent 
by  the  drying  of  the  oil  that  holds  the  ingredients  in  sus- 
pension, made  the  claim  seem  doubtful.     Several  persons 
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Fires. 

Each  year  seems  destined  to  have  at  least  one  fire  in  a 
building  containing  public  records,  and,  singularly,  several 
have  occurred  either  after  the  report  of  the  commissioner 
was  ready  for  the  printer,  or  partly  printed.  This  year  the 
town  hall  at  Townsend  was  damaged  by  fire  to  the  extent 
of  several  thousand  dollars,  and  a  large  fire  at  Holliston 
burned  the  building  in  which  the  treasurer  and  collector 
kept  his  current  records.  These  were  removed  from  the 
safe  without  injury.  Both  of  these  fires  occurred  after  the 
report  was  completed. 

The  press  reports  that  the  records  at  Townsend  were  re- 
moved were  incorrect.  There  is  a  fine  vault,  in  which  they 
would  have  undoubtedly  been  safe ;  but,  as  the  fire  did  not 
reach  that  part  of  the  building,  there  was  no  anxiety  felt 
about  them,  and  no  occasion  for  removal.  One  removal  of 
records  has  sometimes  proved  «'  as  bad  as  a  fire." 

State  Standard  Ink. 

The  abuse  of  the  State  standard  ink  continues ;  abuse, 
first,  in  the  sense  of  ill  treatment,  and,  second,  in  its  con- 
demnation by  those  who  ill  treat  it.  As  long  as  any  ink 
possessing  the  qualities  of  permanency  is  poured  in  unnec- 
essary quantities  and  allowed  to  stand  exposed  to  the  air 
in  open  or  loosely  covered  ink  stands,  or  to  harden  upon 
pens  that  are  seldom  wiped,  or  is  watered  because  it  has 
been  allowed  to  evaporate,  so  long  will  both  the  ink  and 
pens  be  unsatisfactory  to  use.  But  when  such  inks  are 
poured  in  quantities  suflBcient  for  immediate  use,  ink  stands 
are  kept  clean  and  covered,  pens  are  properly  cleaned  after 
using,  —  in  fact,  when  the  care  is  given  to  the  use  of  ink 
that  is  given  to  the  use  of  other  liquids  used  in  arts,  trades, 
or  sciences  proper  results  will  be  obtained  and  complaints 
should  cease. 

The  painter  who  took  as  little  care  of  his  paints  and 
brushes  as  many  of  the  persons  called  upon  to  use  the 
State  ink  do  of  their  ink  and  pens,  would  find  both  worth- 
less ;  or  the  apothecary  who  allowed  evaporation  to  go  on 
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with  his  medicines  as  these  persons  do  with  their  ink,  or 
kept  his  implements  in  the  unclean  condition  in  which  ink 
stands  and  pens  are  found,  would  have  serious  results  to 
answer  for.  Yet  the  cases  are  parallel.  The  ink  should 
evaporate  after  it  has  left  the  pen,  and  thus  ««  bite  "  its  way 
into  the  paper. 

Typewritten  Records. 

That  the  typewriter  has  taken  its  place  in  the  advanced 
methods  of  to-day  is  admitted.  That  it  is  in  use  upon  many 
of  the  public  records  is  a  fact.  The  legality  of  such  use 
in  this  State  is  a  question.  Many  of  the  recording  oflScers 
who  would  like  to  use  it  believe  they  have  not  the  right, 
while  the  law  requires  that  records  shall  be  written  with 
thiB  State  standard  ink.  Those  who  do  use  it  claim  that 
printing  would  not  be  prohibited  by  the  ink  law,  so  called, 
and  that  typewriting  is  a  process  of  printing. 

Aside  from  any  law  in  the  matter,  the  typewriter  has  ad- 
vocates and  opponents  among  the  recording  officers.  The 
advocates  claim  economy  of  space  on  the  records ;  speed, 
with  both  consequent  economy  in  recording  and  convenience 
to  the  public ;  clearness  of  the  record,  in  that  it  is  print ; 
and  they  deny  the  claim  of  its  opponents,  that  the  record 
can  be  changed  without  detection.  They  admit  that  the 
permanency  of  typewriting  is  a  question.  The  opponents 
admit  a  part  of  the  claim  of  the  advocates,  but  claim  that 
the  record  can  be  erased  without  detection ;  that  the  paper 
used  upon  the  typewriter  is  apt  to  be  of  inferior  quality, 
and  consequently  the  files,  which  are  a  part  of  the  public 
records,  are  not  upon  paper  required  by  statute ;  and  that 
there  is  no  certainty  of  the  durability  of  typewriting. 

The  matter  of  erasure  can  be  determined  by  experiment. 
The  claim  in  regard  to  the  inferior  quality  of  the  paper  is 
not  wholly  true,  as  some  of  the  paper  made  for  the  type- 
writer is  more  carefully  washed  of  alkali  than  ordinary 
writing  paper.  Whether  in  typewriting  or  handwriting, 
the  recording  officers  should  see  that  all  the  papers  filed 
are  upon  standard  paper. 

The  introduction  into  the  market  of  book  typewriters, 


LOCATION  OF  TOWNS  IN  COUNTIES. 


In  the  first  presentation  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  each 
county  is  first  given,  with  the  names  of  the  places  (variously  called 
towns  or  plantations,  or  with  simply  a  name  implying  a  settle- 
ment) which  were  first  included  in  the  county.  The  places  after- 
ward formed  are  then  given.  The  dates  immediately  following 
the  names  are  the  dates  of  establishment  or  incorporation,  or  first 
mention  in  the  records  of  the  State.  Where  the  date  is  omitted 
it  will  be  found  against  the  name  in  the  original  county ;  as,  for 
instance,  SheflBeld  in  the  county  of  Berkshire  was  originally  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  and  therefore  appears  there  with  its  date. 
Where  a  town  name  has  been  changed,  the  original  and  later 
names  are  braced. 

The  towns  that  have  been  taken  out  of  a  county,  either  to  be 
included  in  another  or  to  become  part  of  an  adjoining  State,  have 
the  information  concerning  them  presented  in  such  a  manner  that 
no  explanation  seems  necessary. 

A  second  presentation,  made  in  tabular  form,  gives  the  names 
of  all  the  towns  that  have  been  in  more  than  one  county.  The 
name  of  the  town  is  followed  by  the  date  when  it  was  included 
in  the  original  county,  and  this  is  followed  by  the  name  of  the 
county  in  which  it  was  later  included,  with  the  date  of  the  change. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  follow  legislation  concerning  town 
boundary  lines,  by  which  small  portions  of  a  town  might  have  been 
transferred  to  an  adjoining  county.  It  is  doubtful  if  in  the  absence 
of  plans  and  surveys^  such  changes  could  be  noted  with  accuracy. 

County  of  Barnstable, 

The  county  of  Barnstable  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Ply  mouth,  June  2, 1685  (Ply.  Col.  Laws, 
edit.  1836,  p.  295).    As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Barnstable,  March  5, 1638. 
Sandwich,  March  6, 1638. 
Yarmouth,  Jan.  7, 1639. 
Eastham,  June  7, 1651. 
Sippiean  (afterward  Rochester). 
Suckonesset  (afterward  Falmouth). 
Monamoy  (afterward  Chatham). 
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Fires. 

Each  year  seems  destined  to  have  at  least  one  fire  in  a 
building  containing  public  records,  and,  singularly,  several 
have  occurred  either  after  the  report  of  the  commissioner 
was  ready  for  the  printer,  or  partly  printed.  This  year  the 
town  hall  at  Townsend  was  damaged  by  fire  to  the  extent 
of  several  thousand  dollars,  and  a  large  fire  at  Holliston 
burned  the  building  in  which  the  treasurer  and  collector 
kept  his  current  records.  These  were  removed  from  the 
safe  without  injury.  Both  of  these  fires  occurred  after  the 
report  was  completed. 

The  press  reports  that  the  records  at  Townsend  were  re- 
moved were  incorrect.  There  is  a  fine  vault,  in  which  they 
would  have  undoubtedly  been  safe ;  but,  as  the  fire  did  not 
reach  that  part  of  the  building,  there  was  no  anxiety  felt 
about  them,  and  no  occasion  for  removal.  One  removal  of 
records  has  sometimes  proved  **  as  bad  as  a  fire." 

State  Standard  Ink. 

The  abuse  of  the  State  standard  ink  continues ;  abuse, 
first,  in  the  sense  of  ill  treatment,  and,  second,  in  its  con- 
demnation by  those  who  ill  treat  it.  As  long  as  any  ink 
possessing  the  qualities  of  permanency  is  poured  in  unnec- 
essary quantities  and  allowed  to  stand  exposed  to  the  air 
in  open  or  loosely  covered  ink  stands,  or  to  harden  upon 
pens  that  are  seldom  wiped,  or  is  watered  because  it  has 
been  allowed  to  evaporate,  so  long  will  both  the  ink  and 
pens  be  unsatisfactory  to  use.  But  when  such  inks  are 
poured  in  quantities  sufiicient  for  immediate  use,  ink  stands 
are  kept  clean  and  covered,  pens  are  properly  cleaned  after 
using,  —  in  fact,  when  the  care  is  given  to  the  use  of  ink 
that  is  given  to  the  use  of  other  liquids  used  in  arts,  trades, 
or  sciences  proper  results  will  be  obtained  and  complaints 
should  cease. 

The  painter  who  took  as  little  care  of  his  paints  and 
brushes  as  many  of  the  persons  called  upon  to  use  the 
State  ink  do  of  their  ink  and  pens,  would  find  both  worth- 
less ;  or  the  apothecary  who  allowed  evaporation  to  go  on 
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with  his  medicines  as  these  persons  do  with  their  ink,  or 
kept  his  implements  in  the  unclean  condition  in  which  ink 
stands  and  pens  are  found,  would  have  serious  results  to 
answer  for.  Yet  the  cases  are  parallel.  The  ink  should 
evaporate  after  it  has  left  the  pen,  and  thus  ««  bite  "  its  way 
into  the  paper. 

Typewritten  Records. 

That  the  typewriter  has  taken  its  place  in  the  advanced 
methods  of  to-day  is  admitted.  That  it  is  in  use  upon  many 
of  the  public  records  is  a  fact.  The  legality  of  such  use 
in  this  State  is  a  question.  Many  of  the  recording  oflScers 
who  would  like  to  use  it  believe  they  have  not  the  right, 
while  the  law  requires  that  records  shall  be  written  with 
the  State  standard  ink.  Those  who  do  use  it  claim  that 
printing  would  not  be  prohibited  by  the  ink  law,  so  called, 
and  that  typewriting  is  a  process  of  printing. 

Aside  from  any  law  in  the  matter,  the  typewriter  has  ad- 
vocates and  opponents  among  the  recording  officers.  The 
advocates  claim  economy  of  space  on  the  records ;  speed, 
with  both  consequent  economy  in  recording:  and  convenience 
to  the  public ;  clearness  of  the  record,  in  that  it  is  print ; 
and  they  deny  the  claim  of  its  opponents,  that  the  record 
can  be  changed  without  detection.  They  admit  that  the 
permanency  of  typewriting  is  a  question.  The  opponents 
admit  a  part  of  the  claim  of  the  advocates,  but  claim  that 
the  record  can  be  erased  without  detection  ;  that  the  paper 
used  upon  the  typewriter  is  apt  to  be  of  inferior  quality, 
and  consequently  the  files,  which  are  a  part  of  the  public 
records,  are  not  upon  paper  required  by  statute ;  and  that 
there  is  no  certainty  of  the  durability  of  typewriting. 

The  matter  of  erasure  can  be  determined  by  experiment. 
The  claim  in  regard  to  the  inferior  quality  of  the  paper  is 
not  wholly  true,  as  some  of  the  paper  made  for  the  type- 
writer is  more  carefully  washed  of  alkali  than  ordinary 
writing  paper.  Whether  in  typewriting  or  handwriting, 
the  recording  officers  should  see  that  all  the  papers  filed 
are  upon  standard  paper. 

The  introduction  into  the  market  of  book  typewriters. 
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i< t.'- '  U  -C   A  ;, r'.,  zr. .  1 770. 

5*fw  >A^.i-r^..  f  >'.  2-5.  IT^T. 

'^'i^^y/r.  *  .,T  2,  :7-7. 

*rr,'^v-r>rf:*  'fvrri**rr.T  .V-^irautmi:;,  Feb.  20, 1790- 

'^i*:,.W/rir,..  i;r>:  *>.  1*14,  united  with  Dighton  Feb.  22, 18S*. 
^>*..  Ji:t-^  fVH^,.  J%  lij^/S;. 
^If'/r  ''ivr^  J>.  Ii50*y. 

'  /k..  kiirirt'.  f -::,.  IJ,  18.^4. 
A';v«.%:.<:f..  F«:0.  L'^,  lr!^>. 

.V'.rv.  A*.t:«;v;ro^i2'>i  Jono  14, 1887. 

O/urUy  of  Lhik^  County. 

'l/.'i  V/*f.v»  '/f  U-AKh*.  (>fUTiiy  hi  f^€:c-uliar  in  its  name,  inasmuch  as  it 
J<  'J,*'  '/'..  V  '//'j:.»y  jri  wrji':h  i}j#;  word  c^junty  twice  appears.  It  was  first 
***'4',..>:.t-/l  uf  Vi  a/rl  of  iJi'i  I^^i<;lature  of  New  York,  Sot.  1,  1683, 
iti  •fj"#>'  wofdu ;  **  f>ijk<r4  ('ouTiiv  m  contavns  the  Island  of  Xantuckett, 
Mar^ifi  4  Vir*«r;. a rd,  KlJza^/*ftJi  Inland  and  nomans  land."*'  By  the  ProT- 
ir*':*;  ^  harfirr  hi  K'^2  (Vrov,  I^wn,  Vol.  I.,  p.  9)  the  "  Isles  of  Cappawock 
and  SsLttUiktitx  w^r  Caf#«5  OyJ "  w*;re  granted  to  the  Province  of  Massa- 
*U'iM4'ii>,  l^ay.  T)tH  **  f itland  of  Cappawock,  alicLS  Martha's  Vineyard, Is 
rff*'.rrfA  »//  in  urt  a/rt  of  Juu«i  13,  1093  (I'rov.  I^ws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  117),  and 
JtiU4-  22,  VM  nVov.  Lawij.  Vol.  I.,  p.  216),  it  was  onlered  that  "The 
Julandti  of  Martha'H  Virj<:yard,  KlKah«;th  Islands,  the  islands  called  No- 
rn an**!  f/ir»d,  and  all  th';  d«jp<;nd«;nci#jH  formerly  belonging  to  Dukes  County 
Oli'T  />lind  of  SntiUifU*'X  out-Ay  <;xcept<;fl)  shall  be, remain  and  continue  to 
b<?  ofM!  r;onnty  Vt  all  UtUiuVi  and  purj>o«es,by  the  name  of  Dukes  County." 
The  county  an  originally  ojt3UHi\iuUs*\  contained  the  towns  of:  — 

Chilmark,' S«rpt.  H,  K/Ji. 
Ivlgartx;wn,  July  8,  1671. 
TUbury.July  «,  1671. 

*  Chllmiirk  >|itinari  in  the  tax  act  at  tbif  time,  altbougb  not  until  Oct.  80,  1714, 
!■  *'1'he  Mannour  uf  Tinhury  a>iDfnonly  called  Cbilmark"  given  the  powers  of  a 
piwn. 
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The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Gay  Head,  May  28, 1856. 
Gosnold,  March  17,  1864. 
Cottage  City,  Feb.  17, 1880. 
West  Tisbury,  April  28, 1892. 

County  of  Essex, 

The  county  of  Essex  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General  Court, 
May  10,  1643  (Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  I.,  p.  38),  by  which  "The  whole  planta- 
tion w^'in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."  As  originally 
constituted  it  comprised :  — 

Salem,  Aug.  23, 1630. 
Lynn,  Nov.  20, 1637. 
Enon  (afterward  Wenham). 
Ipswich,  Aug.  6, 1634. 
Rowley,  Sept.  4, 1639. 
Newbury,  May  6,  1635. 
Gloucester,  May  18,  1642. 
Cochicawick  (afterward  Andover). 

When  the  original  Norfolk  County  became  extinct,  Feb.  4, 1680,  the 
following  places  were  annexed  to  Essex  County :  — 

Salisbury,  Oct.  7, 1640. 
Haverhill,  June  2, 1641. 
Amesbury,  May  27,  1668. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Wenham,  Sept.  7, 1643  (formerly  Enon). 

Manchester,  May  14, 1645. 

Andover,  May  6, 1646  (formerly  Cochicawick). 

Topsfield,  Oct.  18, 1648. 

Marblehead,  May  2,  1649. 

Beverly,  Oct.  14,  1668. 

Bradford,  Oct.  13,  1675 ;  annexed  to  Haverhill  Jan.  4, 1897. 

Boxford,  Sept.  14, 1694. 

Methuen,  Dec.  8, 1725. 

Middleton,  June  20, 1728. 

Danvers,  Jan.  28,  1752. 

Newbury  port,  Jan.  28,  1764. 

Lynnfield,  July  3, 1782. 

Hamilton,  June  21, 1793. 

Saugus,  Feb.  17, 1815. 

Essex,  Feb.  15, 1819. 
J  Parsons  (Feb.  18,  1819). 
(  West  Newbury  after  June  14, 1820. 

Georgetown,  April  21, 1838: 

Rockport,  Feb.  27,  1840. 

Lawrence,  April  17, 1847. 
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)  E^inkatest. 

V  Tiverton  after  June  14, 1694,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal 
decree  May  28, 1746. 

"  And  all  such  Places,  Towns,  and  Villages  as  are  or  may  be  settled 
on  such  lands."  Within  the  limits  of  these  Places,  Towns,  and  Villages 
the  following  towns  have  been  formed :  — 

Attleborough,  Oct.  19,  1694. 

Norton,  March  17, 1710. 

Dighton,  May  30, 1712. 

Easton,  Dec.  21, 1725. 

Raynham,  April  2, 1731. 

Berkley,  April  18, 1735. 

Mansfield,  April  26, 1770. 

New  Bedford,  Feb.  23, 1787. 

Westport,  July  2, 1787. 

Somerset  (formerly  Sowammit),  Feb.  20, 1790. 

Fairhaven,  Feb.  22, 1812. 

Seekonk,  Feb.  26,  1812. 

Wellington,  June  9, 1814,  united  with  Dighton  Feb.  22, 1826. 
/-Fall  River  (Feb.  26, 1803). 
2  Troy  (June  18, 1804). 
(Fall  River,  Feb.  12, 1834. 

Acushnet,  Feb.  13, 1860. 

North  Attleborough,  June  14, 1887. 

County  of  Dukes  County, 

The  county  of  Dukes  County  is  peculiar  in  its  name,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  the  only  county  in  which  the  word  county  twice  appears.  It  was  firet 
established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  Nov.  1,  1683, 
in  these  words :  "  Dukes  County  so  contayns  the  Island  of  Nantuckett, 
Martinis  Vineyard,  Elizabeth  Island  and  nomans  land."  By  the  Prov- 
ince Charter  in  1692  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  9)  the  "Isles  of  Cappawock 
and  Nantukett  near  Cape  Cod  "  were  granted  to  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay.  The  "  Island  of  Cappawock,  alias  Martha's  Vineyard,  is 
referred  to  in  an  act  of  June  13,  1693  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  117),  and 
June  22,  1695  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  216),  it  was  ordered  that  "The 
Islands  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  Elsabeth  Islands,  the  islands  called  No- 
man's  Land,  and  all  the  dependencies  formerly  belonging  to  Dukes  County 
(the  Island  of  Nantucket  onely  excepted)  shall  be,  remain  and  continue  to 
be  one  county  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  by  the  name  of  Dukes  County." 
The  county  as  onginally  constituted  contained  the  towns  of :  — 

Chilmark,»  Sept.  14,  1694. 
Edgartown,  July  8,  1671. 
Tisbury,  July  8,  1671. 

^  Chilmark  appears  in  the  tax  act  at  thfs  time,  although  not  until  Oct*  80,  1714, 
is  "  The  Mannoar  of  Tisbary  commonly  called  Chilmark  "  given  the  powers  of  a 
^wn. 
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Barnstable  was  made  the  county  town.  The  places  afterward  formed 
were :  — 

Rochester  (formerly  Sippican),  June  4, 1686;  annexed  to  Plym- 
outh County  Nov.  19, 1707. 

Falmouth  (formerly  Suckonesset),  Sept.  14, 1694. 

Harwich,  Sept.  14, 1694. 

Truro,  July  16, 1709. 

Chatham  (formerly  Monamoy),  June  11, 1712. 

Provincetown,  June  14, 1727. 

Wellfleet,  June  16, 1763. 

Dennis,  June  19, 1793. 

Orleans,  March  3, 1797. 

Brewster,  Feb.  19, 1803. 

Mashpee,  May  28, 1870  (formerly  districts  of  Mashpee  and  Marsh- 
pee). 

Bourne,  April  2, 1884. 

County  of  Berkshire. 

The  county  of  Berkshire  was  established  by  an  act  passed  April  21, 
1761,  which  took  effect  June  30,  1761  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  432). 
As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Sheffield. 
Stock  bridge. 
Egremont. 
New  Marlborough. 

And  the  plantations  of :  — 

SPoontoosuck. 
Pittsfield »  after  April  21, 1761. 
New  Framingham  (afterward  Lanesborough). 
West  Hoosuck  (afterward  Williamstown). 
Number  One  (afterward  Tyringham). 
Number  Throe  (afterward  Sandisfield). 
Number  Four  (afterward  Becket). 
**  And  all  other  lands  included  in  the  following  limits." 

These  limits  included  the  territory  which,  with  the  above-named 
places,  constitute  the  present  county  of  Berkshire,  and  probably  parts  of 
the  towns  of  Middlefield,  Rowe,  and  Monroe,  not  now  in  the  county, 
as  the  description  of  the  easterly  line  of  the  county  makes  it  probable 
that  the  line  was  generally  straight  from  the  north-east  corner  of  Becket 
to  the  New  Hampshire  line.  Within  these  limits  the  following  places 
have  been  formed :  — 

Great  Barrington,  June  30, 1761. 

Sandisfield  (formerly  Number  Three),  March  6, 1762. 

1  Pittsfield  received  its  name  on  the  day  the  county  was  established,  and,  as  Poou- 
toosack  is  named  in  the  establishing  act,  it  is  necessary  to  include  both  names. 
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Tyringham  (formerly  Number  One),  March  6, 1762. 

Becket  (formerly  Number  Four),  June  21, 1765. 

Lanesborough  (formerly  New  Framingham),  June  21,  1765. 

Williamstown  (formerly  West  Uoosuck),  June  21, 1765. 

Lenox,  Feb.  26,  1767. 

Alford,  Feb.  16, 1773. 

West  Stockbridge,  March  9, 1774. 

Hancock,  July  2,  1776. 

Washington,  April  12, 1777. 

Lee,  Oct.  21, 1777. 

Adams,  Oct  15, 1778. 

SGageborough  (July  4, 1771). 
Windsor  after  Oct.  16, 1778. 

Mount  Washington,  June  21,  1779. 

New  Ashford,  Feb.  26, 1781. 

Dalton,  March  20, 1784. 
K  Richmont  (June  21,  1765). 
i  Richmond  after  March  8, 1785. 

Cheshire,  March  14, 1793. 

Savoy,  Feb.  20, 1797. 

Southfield  (district  of),  June  19, 1797 ;  annexed  to  Sandisfield. 

Clarksburg,  March  2, 1798. 

Hinsdale,  June  21, 1804. 

Florida,  June  15, 1805. 
\  Partridgefield  (July  4, 1771). 
}  Peru  after  June  19, 1806. 
/-Loudon  (Feb.  27,  1773). 

)  Bethlehem  (June  24, 1789)  ;  united  with  Loudon, 
(otis  after  June  13, 1810. 

Boston  Corner  (district  of),  April  14, 1838 ;  ceded  to  New  York. 

Monterey,  April  12, 1847. 

North  Adams,  April  16, 1878. 

County  of  Bristol 

The  county  of  Bristol  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Plymouth,  June  2, 1685  (Ply.  Col.  Laws, 
edit.  1836,  p.  295).  Bristol  was  the  county  town,  and  so  continued  until 
Nov.  13, 1746,  when  Taunton  was  made  the  shire  town.  As  originally 
constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Bristol,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal  decree  May  28, 1746. 

Taunton,  March  3, 1639. 

Rehoboth,  June  4, 1645. 

Dartmouth,  Oct.  5,  1652. 

Swansea,  March  5, 1668. 

Little  Compton,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal  decree  May 

28. 1746. 
Freetown,  July  -,  1683. 
Sowammit  (afterward  Somerset). 
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(  Pocasset,  and 
<  Punkatest 

C  Tiverton  after  June  14, 1694,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal 
decree  May  28, 1746. 

"  And  all  such  Places,  Towns,  and  Villages  as  are  or  may  be  settled 
on  such  lands.^'  Within  the  limits  of  these  Places,  Towns,  and  Villages 
the  following  towns  have  been  formed :  — 

Attleborough,  Oct  19, 1694. 

Norton,  March  17,  1710. 

Dighton,  May  30, 1712. 

Easton,  Dec.  21, 1725. 

Raynham,  April  2, 1731. 

Berkley,  April  18, 1735. 

Mansfield.  April  26,  1770. 

New  Bedford,  Feb.  23, 1787. 

Westport,  July  2, 1787. 

Somerset  (formerly  Sowammit),  Feb.  20, 1790, 

Fairhaven,  Feb.  22, 1812. 

Seekonk,  Feb.  26,  1812. 

Wellington,  June  9, 1814,  united  with  Dighton  Feb.  22, 1826. 
/-Fall  River  (Feb.  26, 1803). 
}  Troy  (June  18, 1804). 
(Fall  River,  Feb.  12, 1834. 

Acushnet,  Feb.  13, 1860. 

North  Attleborough,  June  14,  1887. 

County  of  Dukes  County, 

The  county  of  Dukes  County  is  peculiar  in  its  name,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  the  only  county  in  which  the  word  county  twice  appears.  It  was  first 
established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  Nov.  1,  1683, 
in  these  words :  "  Dukes  County  so  contayns  the  Island  of  Nantuckett, 
Martinis  Vineyard,  Elizabeth  Island  and  nomans  land."  By  the  Prov- 
ince Charter  in  1692  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  9)  the  "  Isles  of  Cappawock 
and  Nantukett  near  Cape  Cod  "  were  granted  to  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay.  The  "  Island  of  Cappawock,  alias  Martha's  Vineyard,  is 
referred  to  in  an  act  of  June  13,  1693  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  117),  and 
June  22,  1695  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  L,  p.  216),  it  was  ordered  that  "The 
Islands  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  Elsabeth  Islands,  the  islands  called  No- 
man's  Land,  and  all  the  dependencies  formerly  belonging  to  Dukes  County 
(the  Island  of  Nantucket  onely  excepted)  shall  be,  remain  and  continue  to 
be  one  county  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  by  the  name  of  Dukes  County." 
The  county  as  originally  constituted  contained  the  towns  of :  — 

Chilmark,»  Sept.  14,  1694. 
Edgartown,  July  8,  1671. 
Tisbury,  July  8,  1671. 

^  Chilmark  appears  in  the  tax  act  at  this  time,  although  not  until  Oct.  30,  1714, 
is  "  The  Mannoar  of  Tisbory  commonly  called  Chilmark  "  given  the  powers  of  a 
^wn. 
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The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Gay  Head,  May  28, 1856. 
Gosnold,  March  17,  1864. 
Cottage  City,  Feb.  17, 1880. 
West  Tisbury,  April  28, 1892. 

County  of  Essex, 

The  county  of  Essex  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General  Court, 
May  10, 1643  (Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  I.,  p.  38),  by  which  "The  whole  planta- 
tion w**'in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."  As  originally 
constituted  it  comprised :  — 

Salem,  Aug.  23, 1630. 
Lynn,  Nov.  20, 1637. 
£non  (afterward  Wenham). 
Ipswich,  Aug.  6, 1634. 
Rowley,  Sept.  4, 1639. 
Newbury,  May  6, 1636. 
Gloucester,  May  18,  1642. 
Cochicawick  (afterward  Andover). 

When  the  original  Norfolk  County  became  extinct,  Feb.  4, 1680,  the 
following  places  were  annexed  to  Essex  County :  — 

Salisbury,  Oct.  7, 1640. 
Haverhill,  June  2,  1641. 
Amesbury,  May  27,  1668. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Wenham,  Sept.  7, 1643  (formerly  Enon). 

Manchester,  May  14, 1645. 

Andover,  May  6, 1646  (formerly  Cochicawick). 

Topsfield,  Oct.  18, 1648. 

Marblehead,  May  2, 1649. 

Beverly,  Oct.  14,  1668. 

Bradford,  Oct.  13, 1676 ;  annexed  to  Haverhill  Jan.  4, 1897. 

Boxford,  Sept.  14, 1694. 

Methuen,  Dec.  8, 1725. 

Middleton,  June  20, 1728. 

Danvers,  Jan.  28, 1762. 

Newburyport,  Jan.  28, 1764. 

Lynnfield,  July  3, 1782. 

Hamilton,  June  21, 1793. 

Saugus,  Feb.  17, 1815. 

Essex,  Feb.  15,1819. 
J  Parsons  (Feb.  18, 1819). 
c  West  Newbury  after  June  14, 1820. 

Georgetown,  April  21, 1838: 

Rockport,  Feb.  27,  1840. 

Lawrence,  April  17, 1847. 
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(  Pocasset,  and 
)  Punkatest. 

C  Tiverton  after  Jane  14, 1694,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal 
decree  May  28, 1746. 

"  And  all  such  Places,  Towns,  and  Villages  as  are  or  may  be  settled 
on  such  lands/'  Within  the  limits  of  these  Places,  Towns,  and  Villages 
the  following  towns  have  been  formed :  — 

Attleborough,  Oct.  19, 1694. 

Norton,  March  17, 1710. 

Dighton,  May  30, 1712. 

Easton,  Dec.  21, 1725. 

Raynham,  April  2,  1731. 

Berkley,  April  18, 1735. 

Mansfield,  April  26,  1770. 

New  Bedford,  Feb.  23, 1787. 

Westport,  July  2, 1787. 

Somerset  (formerly  Sowammit),  Feb.  20, 1790. 

Fairhaven,  Feb.  22, 1812. 

Seekonk,  Feb.  26,  1812. 

Wellington,  June  9, 1814,  united  with  Dighton  Feb.  22, 1826. 
/-Fall  River  (Feb.  26, 1803). 
2  Troy  (June  18, 1804). 
(Fall  River,  Feb.  12, 1834. 

Acushnet,  Feb.  13, 1860. 

North  Attleborough,  June  14, 1887. 

County  of  Dukes  County, 

The  county  of  Dukes  County  is  peculiar  in  its  name,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  the  only  county  in  which  the  word  county  twice  appears.  It  was  first 
established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  Nov.  1,  1683, 
in  these  words :  "  Dukes  County  so  contayns  the  Island  of  Nantuckett, 
Martinis  Vineyard,  Elizabeth  Island  and  nomans  land."  By  the  Prov- 
ince Charter  in  1692  (Prov.  Laws, Vol.  I.,  p.  9)  the  "Isles  of  Cappawock 
and  Nantukett  near  Cape  Cod  "  were  granted  to  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay.  The  "  Island  of  Cappawock,  alias  Martha's  Vineyard,  i3 
referred  to  in  an  act  of  June  13, 1693  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  117),  and 
June  22,  1695  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  216),  it  was  ordered  that  "The 
Islands  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  Elsabeth  Islands,  the  islands  called  No- 
man's  Land,  and  all  the  dependencies  formerly  belonging  to  Dukes  County 
(the  Island  of  Nantucket  onely  excepted)  shall  be,  remain  and  continue  to 
be  one  county  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  by  the  name  of  Dukes  County." 
The  county  as  originally  constituted  contained  the  towns  of :  — 

Chilmark,'  Sept.  14,  1694. 
Edgartown,  July  8,  1671. 
Tisbury,  July  8,  1671. 

^  Chilmark  appears  in  the  tax  act  at  this  time,  althoagb  not  until  Oct.  SO,  1714, 
is  "  The  Mannoar  of  Tisbory  commonly  called  Chilmark  "  given  the  powers  of  a 
Ipwn. 
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The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Gay  Head,  May  28, 1856. 
Gosnold,  March  17,  1864. 
Cottage  City,  Feb.  17, 1880, 
West  Tisbury,  April  28,  1892. 

County  of  Essex, 

The  county  of  Essex  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General  Court, 
May  10,  1643  (Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  I.,  p.  88),  by  which  "The  whole  planta- 
tion w*^in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."  As  originally 
constituted  It  comprised :  — 

Salem,  Aug.  23, 1630. 
Lynn,  Nov.  20, 1637. 
Enon  (afterward  Wenham). 
Ipswich,  Aug.  6, 1634. 
Rowley,  Sept.  4, 1639. 
Newbury,  May  6,  1635. 
Gloucester,  May  18,  1642. 
Cochicawick  (afterward  Andover). 

When  the  original  Norfolk  County  became  extinct,  Feb.  4, 1680,  the 
following  places  were  annexed  to  Essex  County ;  — 

Salisbury,  Oct.  7, 1640. 
Haverhill,  June  2,  1641. 
Amesbury,  May  27,  1668. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Wenham,  Sept.  7, 1643  (formerly  Enon). 

Manchester,  May  14,  1645. 

Andover,  May  6, 1646  (formerly  Cochicawick). 

Topsfield,  Oct.  18, 1648. 

Marblehead,  May  2, 1649. 

Beverly.  Oct.  14,  1668. 

Bradford,  Oct.  13, 1675 ;  annexed  to  Haverhill  Jan.  4, 1897. 

Boxford,  Sept.  14, 1694. 

Methuen,  Dec.  8, 1725. 

Middleton,  June  20,  1728. 

Danvers,  Jan.  28, 1752. 

Newbury  port,  Jan.  28, 1764. 

Lynnfield,  July  3, 1782. 

Hamilton,  June  21, 1793. 

Saugus,  Feb.  17, 1815. 

Essex,  Feb.  15, 1819. 
J  Parsons  (Feb.  18, 1819). 
i  West  Newbury  after  June  14, 1820. 

Georgetown,  April  21, 1838; 

Rockport,  Feb.  27,  1840. 

Lawrence,  April  17, 1847. 


30 


PUBLIC  RECOEDS. 


[Jan. 


Groveland,  March  8, 1850. 

Swampscott,  May  21, 1852. 

Nabant,  March  29,  1853. 

North  Andover,  April  7, 1855. 
J  South  Dan  vers  (May  18, 1855). 
(  Peabody  after  April  13,  1868. 

Merrimac,  April  11, 1876. 

County  of  Franklin. 

The  county  of  Franklin  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  June  24, 1811,  which  went  into  effect  Dec.  2,  1811.  The  bounda- 
ries as  described  included  the  towns  of :  — 


Ashfield. 

Bernardston. 

Buckland. 

Charlemont. 

Colrain. 

Conway. 

Deerfield. 

Gill. 


Greenfield. 

Hawley. 

Heath. 

Leverett. 

Leyden. 

Montague. 

New  Salem. 

Northfield. 


Orange. 

Rowe. 

Shelbume. 

Shutesbury. 

Sunderland. 

Warwick. 

Wendell. 

Whately. 


The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Monroe,  Feb.  21. 1822. 
Erving,  April  17, 1838. 


County  of  Hampden, 

The  county  of  Hampden  was  established  by  an 
passed  Feb.  25,  1812,  which  went  into  effect  Aug. 
constituted,  it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Springfield. 

Longmeadow. 

Wilbraham. 

Monson. 

Holland. 

Brimfield. 

South  Brimfield  (afterward  Wales). 

Palmer. 

Ludlow. 


act  of  the  Legislature 
1,  1812.    As  originally 

West  Springfield. 

Westfield. 

Montgomery, 

Russell. 

Blandford. 

Granville. 

South  wick, 

Tolland. 

Chester. 


The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Wales  (formerly  South  Brimfield),  Feb.  20, 1828. 

Chicopee,  April  29, 1848. 

Holyoke,  March  14,  1850. 

Agawam,  May  17, 1855. 

Hampden,  March  28, 1878. 

East  Longmeadow,  May  19, 1894. 
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County  of  Hampshire. 

The  county  of  Hampshire  was  established  by  order  of  the  General 
Court,  May  7,  1662  (Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  IV.,  Part  2,  p.  62),  and  included 
the  towns  of  Springfield,  Northampton  and  Hadley.  The  bounds  were 
described  as  follows :  *'  The  bounds  or  Ijimitts  on  the  south  to  be  the 
south  Ijne  of  the  pattent,  the  extent  of  other  bounds  to  be  full  thirty 
miles  distant  from  any  or  either  of  the  foresaid  tonnes."  Springfield 
was  to  be  the  shire  town,  and  the  courts  were  *'  to  be  kept  one  time  at 
Springfeild  &  another  time  at  Northampton ;  the  like  order  to  be  ob- 
served for  their  shire  meetings,  that  is  to  say,  one  yeere  at  one  toune  & 
the  next  yeare  at  the  other,  from  time  to  tjme."  As  originally  consti- 
tuted, it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Springfield,  June  2, 1641 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1,  1«12. 
Northampton,  May  14, 1656. 
Hadley,  May  22, 1661. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Westfield,  May  19, 1669 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1, 1812. 
Hatfield,  May  31,  1670. 
Brookfield,  Oct.  16,  1673 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July 

10, 1731. 
Suffield,  June  3, 1674  (formerly  Southfield ;  set  off  to  Connecticut 

May-,  1749). 
Deerfield,  Oct.  22, 1677 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Northfield,  Feb.  22, 1714 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2. 1811. 

Sunderland,  Nov.  12, 1718 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2,  1811. 

Brimfield,  Aug.  16, 1722 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1,  1812. 
Sheffield,  June  22, 1733 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County  June 

30, 1761. 
Somers,  July  4, 1734 ;  set  off  to  Connecticut  May  -,  1749. 
J  Arlington. 

\  Winchester  after  June  16, 1739 ;  set  off  to  New  Hampshire. 
Stockbridge,  June  22,  1739;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County 

June  30, 1761. 
Blandford,  April  10, 1741 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1. 1812. 

Pelham,  Jan.  16, 1743. 

Palmer,  Jan.  30, 1762 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 

1812. 
Southampton,  Jan.  6, 1763. 
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South  Hadley,  April  12. 1763. 

Greenfield,  June  9, 1758 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2,  1811. 
New  Salem,  June  15, 1753 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2, 1811. 
Montague,  Jan.  25, 1754 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2, 1811. 
Granville,  Jan.  25, 1754 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1,  1812. 
Greenwich,  April  20, 1754. 
Amherst,  Feb.  13,  1759. 
New  Marlborough,  June  15,  1759 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire 

County  June  30, 1761. . 
Egremont,  Feb.  13, 1760 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County  June 

30,  1761. 
Monson,  April  28, 1760 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1,  1812. 

Pittsfield,  April  21, 1761 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County  June 

30, 1761. 
Belchertown,  June  30, 1761. 
Colrain,  June  30,  176 1 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Shutesbury,  June  30, 1761 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2,  1811. 

Ware,  Nov.  25,  1761. 

Bernardston,  March  6,  1762;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County 

Dec.  2,  1811. 
Chesterfield,  June  11, 1762. 
South  Brimfield,  Sept.  18, 1762 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 

Aug.  1,  1812. 
Warwick,  Feb.  17, 1763 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Wilbraham,  June  15,  1763;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 

Aug.  1, 1812. 
Charlemont,  June  21,1765;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2,  1811. 
Ashfield,  June  21, 1765 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Conway,  June  17, 1767;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Gran  by,  June  11, 1768. 
Shelburne,  June  21, 1768;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2. 1811. 
Worthington,  June  30, 1768. 

South  wick,  Nov.  7, 1770 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1. 1812. 

Whately,  April  24,  1771 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2, 1811. 
Williamsburg,  April  24, 1771. 
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West  Springfield,  Feb.  23, 1774 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 

Aug.  1, 1812. 
Ludlow,  Feb.  28,  1774 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 

1812. 
Leverett,  March  5,  1774 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2, 1811. 
Westhampton,  Sept.  29, 1778. 
Buckland,  April  14, 1779 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2, 1811. 
Cummington,  June  23, 1779. 
Montgomery,  Nov.  28,  1780;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 

Aug.  1, 1812. 
Wendell,  May  8, 1781 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Goshen,  May  14, 1781. 
/'Murrayfield  (Oct.  81, 1765). 

<  Chester  after  Feb.  21,  1783 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 
(     Aug.  1, 1812. 
Middlefield,  March  12, 1783. 
Holland,  July  5, 1783 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 

1812. 
Longmeadow,  Oct.  13, 1783. 

Orange,  Oct.  16, 1783 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 1811. 
Leyden,  March  12, 1784 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Rowe,  Feb.  9, 1785 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 1811. 
Heath,  Feb.  14, 1785 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 1811. 
Flainfield,  March  16, 1785. 
Easthampton,  June  17,  1785. 
Hawley,  Feb.  6,  1792 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Russell,  Feb.  25,  1792 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 

1812. 
Gill,  Sept.  28, 1793 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 1811. 
Tolland,  June  14,  1810 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 

1812. 
Enfield,  Feb.  15, 1816. 
Prescott,  Jan.  28,  1822. 
^  Norwich  (June  29,  1773). 
(  Huntington  after  March  9,  1855. 

County  of  Middlesex, 

The  county  of  Middlesex  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court,  May  10,  1643  (Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  I.,  p.  38),  by  which  "  The  whole 
plantation  w^in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires.^^  As  origi- 
nally constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Charlestown,  Aug.  23, 1630 ;  annexed  to  Suffolk  Jan.  5,  1874. 
Watertown,  Sept.  7, 1630. 
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Concord,  Sept.  S,  1«S5. 

Medford,  Sept.  28, 1630. 

Lynn  Village  (afterward  Beading). 

CambriiJge,  Sept.  8,  1686. 

Sudbury,  Sept  4, 1689. 

Wobum,  Sept.  27, 1642. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were : 

Reading,  May  29, 1644  (formerly  Lynn  Village). 

Maiden,  May  2,  1649. 

Lancaster,*  May  18, 1658 ;  inoorporated  in  Wonester 

County  July  10, 1781. 
Groton,  May  29, 1665. 
Chelmsford,  May  29, 1655. 
Billerica,  May  29,  1655. 
Marlboroujrh,  May  31, 1660. 
Shorborn.  Oct.  7, 1674. 
Framingham,  Oct.  13, 1675. 
Natlck,  April  16,  1679. 
Dunstable,  Oct.  18, 1680. 
Stow,  May  16,  1688. 

>Vort»o8tor,  Oct.  15, 1684 ;  incorporated  in  Woroester 

County  July  10,  1731. 
Newton,  Dec.  15, 1691. 
Dnicut,  Fob.  26, 1701. 
Weston,  Jan.  1,  1713. 
l^iivsier.  Feb.  15, 1713;  incorporated  in  Woit^ester 

County  July  10, 1781. 
Kuil.'uul^  Feb.  i\S.  1713:  incorporated  in  Woix^ester 

County  July  U\  1731. 
Lexinjrton,  .M.^rv*h  Ji\  1713. 
Littleton.  IVw  3, 1715. 
Hop  Vinton.  l\v.  13,  l7Lx 
\VosiU>nMij:h,  Nov,  IS,  1717  :  imx^rpormtad  in  Wonws- 

t^r  Countx  July  10,  1731, 

•  * 

>hi'i'\K  sbiin ,  l\v.  ?5,  171S"^:  inoorporaxed  in  Woroes- 

\vr  i>untv  .lulv  1«\  1731. 
n«>niM*>n.  Doi\  .^.  1724. 
Sionrhjim,  l\v.  17,  l7i?.S. 
S»niibU»r,Mic^.  •Inlv  t^,  17J7. 

«  * 

Liii><»nl>tirc.  \uc    ul7?S;  inc.'>T7v>r«3ed  in  TVopoester 
1  «Mini\  .liih  Ivi,  1731. 

noiifor.i.  Si'pt  ':3,  ":7?p 

U  ilminctoii.  SonJ   ?.'..  'i7.^r» 
Tenksbnn.  Ooo    17.  I7,*i4. 


a;  Kimhiiwtx  oil  tb<  mnv  «)Hk^.  hii:  fhr  n«mr  l«n«'*ib>rp:  ha»  utir^'^v^d. 
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Acton,  July  3, 1735. 

Waltham,  Jan.  4,  1738. 

Shirley,  Jan.  6,  1753 

Pepperell,  April  12, 1753. 

Lincoln,  April  19, 1754. 

Carlisle  (District  of),  April  19,  1754;  annexed  to 
Concord  Oct.  6, 1756. 

Ashby,  March  6, 1767. 

Cariisle,  April  28, 1780. 

Boxborough,  Feb.  25, 1783. 

Tyngsborongh,  June  22, 1789. 

Buriington,  Feb.  28, 1799. 

Brighton,  Feb.  24, 1807  ;  annexed  to  Suffolk  County 
Jan.  6,  1874. 

Lowell,  March  1, 1826. 
^  East  Sudbury  (April  10,  1780). 
t  Wayland  after  March  11, 1835. 

Somerville,  March  3, 1842. 

Ashland,  March  16, 1846. 

Winchester,  April  80, 1850. 

Melrose,  May  3, 1850 

North  Reading,  March  22, 1853. 

Belmont,  March  18, 1859. 

Hudson,  March  19, 1866. 
^  West  Cambridge  (Feb.  27, 1807). 
/  Arlington  after  April  30, 1867. 
^  South  Reading  (Feb.  25, 1812). 
i  Wakefield  after  June  30, 1868. 

Everett,  March  9, 1870. 

Ayer,  Feb.  14, 1871. 

Maynard,  April  19, 1871. 

County  of  Nantucket, 

The  "Island  of  Nantucket''  was  until  June  22, 1695,  included  in  the 
County  of  Dukes  County  (see  County  of  Dukes  County).  On  that  day 
it  was  ordered  that  the  Island  of  Nantucket,  should  be  excepted  from 
the  islands  continuing  in  that  county.  Nantucket  was  **  to  remain  under 
the  same  forme  of  government  as  is  already  there  setled,'*  and  appeals 
from  judgments  in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  were  to  be  heard 
at  Boston.  No  act  is  found  establishing  the  county  of  Nantucket,  but 
it  is  frequently  referred  to  in  the  printed  laws  under  that  nigne  until 
by  an  act  of  Feb.  19, 1765,  a  time  was  fixed  for  holding  court  "within 
and  for  the  County  of  Nantucket."  It  seems  proper,  therefore,  to  con- 
sider that  whatever  "  forme  of  government "  partook  of  a  county  form 
should  date  from  the  time  the  island  was  taken  out  of  the  County  of 
Dukes  County,  June  22, 1695.  The  only  town  on  the  island  at  that  time 
was:  — 

J  Sherbum  (June  27, 1687). 

)  Nantucket  after  June  8,  1795. 
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County  of  Norfolk,    (Original) 

The  first  county  of  Norfolk  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  May  10,  1643  (Mass  Rec.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  38),  by  which  "The 
whole  plantation  w^in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."  As 
originally  constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Salisbury,  Oct.  7, 1640 ;  annexed  to  Essex  County  Feb.  4, 1680. 
Hampton,  included  in  New  Hampshire  Jan.  22, 1680. 
Haverhill,  June  2, 1641 ;  annexed  to  Essex  County  Feb.  4, 1680. 
Exeter,  included  in  New  Hampshire  Jan.  22, 1680. 
Dover,  included  in  New  Hampshire  Jan.  22, 1680. 
Strawberry  Bank  (afterward  Portsmouth),  included  in  New  Hamp- 
shire Jan.  22, 1680. 

The  place  afterward  formed  was :  — 

Amesbury,  May  27, 1668 ;  annexed  to  Essex  County  Feb.  4,  1680. 

County  of  Norfolk, 

The  county  of  Norfolk,  the  second  of  the  name  in  the  State,  was  es- 
tablished by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  March  26, 1793,  which  went 
into  effect  June  20,  1798.  "  All  the  territory  of  the  county  of  Suffolk 
not  comprehended  within  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Chelsea"  was  "  formed 
and  erected  ^^  into  the  county  of  Norfolk ;  but  on  the  day  the  act  took 
effect  an  act  was  passed  continuing  Hingham  and  Hull  in  Suffolk  County. 
As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Dorchester,  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan.  3,  1870. 
Roxbury,  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan.  6, 1868. 
Weymouth.  Needham.  Coh  asset. 

Dedham.  Medway.  Franklin. 

Braintree.  Bellingham.  Foxborough. 

Medfield.  Walpole.  Dover. 

Milton.  Stoughton.  Quincy. 

Wrentham.  Sharon.  Randolph. 

Brookline. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Canton,  Feb.  23,  1797. 

West  Roxbury,  March  24,  1851 ;  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan. 

5, 1874. 
Hyde  Park,  April  22,  1868. 
Norfolk,  Feb.  23,  1870. 
Norwood,  Feb.  23,  1872. 
Holbrook,  Feb.  29, 1872. 
Wellesley,  April  6, 1881. 
Millis,  Feb.  24, 1886. 
Avon,  Feb.  21, 1888. 
Westwood,  April  2,  1897. 
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County  of  Plymouth. 

The  county  of  Plymouth  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Plymouth,  June  2,  1685  (Ply.  Col. 
Laws,  edit.  1836,  p.  295).    As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Plymouth, ,  1620. 

Duxbury,  June  7,  1637. 
Scituate,  July  1,  1633. 
Marshfield,  Mar.  1,  1642. 
Bridgewater,  June  3, 1656. 
Middleborough,  June  1, 1669. 
"  Together  with  all  such  places  and  villages  that  do  or  may  lye  be- 
tween the  said  Towns  and  the  Patent  Line." 

Within  these  limits  the  following  places  have  been  formed :  — 

Plympton,  June  4, 1707. 

Pembroke,  Mar.  21, 1712. 

Abington,  June  10, 1712. 

Kingston,  June  16, 1726. 

Hanover,  June  14, 1727. 

Halifax,  July  4,  1734. 

Wareham,  July  10,  1739. 

Carver,  June  9, 1790. 

Hanson,  Feb.  22, 1820. 

West  Bridgewater,  Feb.  16, 1822. 

East  Bridgewater,  June  14, 1823. 

Marion,  May  14, 1852. 

Lakeville,  May  13, 1853. 

Mattapoisett,  May  20,  1857. 
^  North  Bridgewater  (June  15, 1821). 
\  Brockton  after  May  5,  1874. 

Rockland,  May  9,  1874. 
^  South  Abington  (March  4, 1875) . 
i  Whitman  after  May  8, 1886. 
\  South  Scituate  (Feb.  14, 1849). 
i  Norwell  after  March  5, 1888. 

Rochester  was  set  oflf  from  Barnstable  County  to  Plymouth  County, 
Nov.  19,  1707. 

Hingham  was  set  oflf  from  Suflfolk  County  to  Plymouth  County,  June 
18, 1803. 

Hull  was  set  oflf  from  Suflfolk  County  to  Plymouth  County,  June  18, 
1803. 

County  of  Suffolk, 

The  county  of  Suflfolk  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  May  10,  1643  (Mass.  Rec.  Vol.  I.,  p.  88),  by  which  "The  whole 
plantation  w*^in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."  As  orig- 
inally constituted,  it  comprised :  — 
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Boston,  Sept.  7, 1630. 

Roxbury,  Sept.  26, 1680 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1798 ;  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan.  5, 1868. 
Dorchester,  Sept.  7, 1630 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20, 1793 ;  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan.  8, 1870. 
Dedham,  Sept.  8, 1636 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Braintree,  May  13, 1640 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Weymouth,  Sept.  2, 1635 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20, 1798. 
Hingham,  Sept.  2, 1635 ;  annexed  to  Plymouth  County  June  18, 

1803. 
Nantasket  (afterward  Hull). 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Hull  (formerly  Nantasket)  May  29, 1644 ;  annexed  to  Plymouth 

County  June  18, 1803. 
Medfield,  May  22, 1650 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Milton,  May  7, 1662 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Mendon,  May  15, 1667 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July 

10, 1731. 
Wrentham,  ()ct.  15, 1673 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20, 1793. 
Woodstock, ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County,  July  10, 

1781. 
Oxford,  May  31, 1698 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July  10, 

1731. 
Brookline,  Nov.  13, 1705 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20,  1793. 
Needham,  Nov.  5,  1711 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1798. 
Medway,  Oct.  24, 1713 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Sutton,  Oct.  28,  1714;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July  10, 

1781. 
Bellingham,  Nov.  27,  1719 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20,  1793. 
Walpole,  Dec.  10,  1724;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20, 1793. 
Stoughton,  Dec.  22, 1726 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20, 1793. 
Uxbridge,  June  27, 1727 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July 

10, 1731. 
Chelsea,  Jan.  10, 1739. 
Cohasset,  April  26, 1770 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  Counfy  Juile 

20, 1793. 
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Franklin,  March  2,  1778 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20,  1793. 
Foxborough,  June  10, 1778;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1793. 
z' Stoughtonham  (June  21, 1766). 

<  Sharon  after  Feb.  25, 1783 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
(     20, 1793. 
Dover,  July  7,  1784;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Quincy,  Feb.  22, 1792 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Randolph,  March  9, 1793 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20,  1793. 
Winthrop,  March  27, 1852. 
^  North  Chelsea  (March  19, 1846). 
I  Revere  after  April  3,  1871. 

Brighton  was  set  off  from  Middlesex  County  to  Suffolk  County,  Jan. 
5, 1874. 

Charlestown  was  set  off  from  Middlesex  County  to  Suffolk  County, 
Jan.  6, 1874. 

West  Roxbury  was  set  off  from  Norfolk  County  to  Suffolk  County, 
Jan.  5, 1874. 

County  of  Worcester. 

The  county  of  Worcester  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  April  2, 1731,  which  took  effect  July  10, 1731  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol. 
II.,  p.  584).    As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Worcester. 

Lancaster. 

Westborough. 

Shrewsbury. 

Southborough. 

Leicester. 

Rutland. 

Lunenburg. 

Mendon. 

Woodstock,  set  off  to  Connecticut  May  -,  1749. 

Oxford. 

Sutton. 

Hassanamisco  (afterward  Grafton). 

Uxbridge. 

S*'  The  land  lately  granted  to  several  petitioners  of  Medfield.^^ 
New  Medfield  (afterward  Sturbridge). 
Brookfield. 

**  The  south  town  laid  out  to  the  Narragansett  soldiers "  (after- 
ward Westminster). 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Dudley,  Feb.  2, 1732. 
Harvard,  June  29, 1732. 
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Grafton,  April  18, 1735  (formerly  Hassanamisoo). 

Upton,  June  14,  1735. 

Bolton,  June  24, 1738. 

Sturbridge,  June  24, 1738  (formerly  New  Medfield). 

Hardwick,  Jan.  10,  1739. 

Leominster,  June  23, 1740. 

Holden,  Jan.  9, 1741. 

Douglas,  June  5,  1746. 

New  Braintree,  Jan.  31,  1751. 

Spencer,  April  12, 1753. 

Petersham,  April  20,  1754. 

Charlton,  Nov.  21, 1754. 

Princeton,  Oct.  20,  1759. 

Westminster,  Oct.  20,  1759  (formerly  "  The  south 
town  laid  out  to  the  Narragansett  soldiers  ^^) . 

Athol,  March  6, 1762. 

Templeton,  March  6, 1762. 

Oakham,  June  7,  1762. 

Fitchburg,  Feb.  3,  1764. 

Winchendon,  June  14, 1764. 

Paxton,  Feb.  12,  1765. 

Royalston,  Feb.  19, 1765. 

Ashbumham,  Feb.  22,  1765. 

Northborough,  Jan.  24,  1766. 

Hubbardston,  June  13, 1767. 

Northbridge,  July  14,  1772. 
/-Rutland  District  (April  12,  1753). 
)  Hutchinson  (June  17,  1774). 
(Barre  after  Nov.  7, 1776. 

Milford,  April  11,1780. 

Sterling,  April  25, 1781. 

Berlin,  March  16, 1784. 

Gardner,  June  27,  1785. 

Boylston,  March  1,  1786. 

Dana,  Feb.  18,  1801. 

West  Boylston,  Jan.  30,  1808. 

North  Brookfield,  Feb.  28. 1812. 

Millbury,  June  11,  1813. 
J  Gerry  (Oct.  20,  1786). 
(  Phillipston  after  Feb.  5,  1814. 

Southbridge,  Feb.  15,  1816. 

Webster,  March  6,  1832. 

Western  (Jan.  16,  1742). 

Warren  after  March  13,  1834. 

Ward  (April  10,  1778). 

Auburn  after  Feb.  17,  1837. 

Blackstone,  March  25, 1845. 

West  Brookfield,  March  3, 1848. 

Clinton,  Mar.  14, 1850. 

Hopedale,  April  7, 1886. 
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Touma  which  have  been  metuded  in  More  than  One  Couray. 


Town. 

OriginlOoiui^ 

DmtB. 

L.lKCoi.i.ly. 

DiU. 

Am»bi.ry, 

Aihfleld,     . 

■Briihwn,"  . 

BrookBeld, 
Brookllne,  . 

BiukUDd.  . 

<HumlmI.      . 

Colnln,      . 
Conw»y,     . 
IMhun,     . 

DHrBald,  . 

PnpkllD,    . 
Gin,     .       . 
QrUTllle,  . 
OmnGeld, 
HsTerhlll,  . 
B*«l«y,      . 

HMlh,            . 

HiDgbam,  . 
Hollind,      . 
HnU,   .       . 
LuM>ler.  . 

BuffoLk, 

Himpibln 

BBixplilr. 

BoBalk, 

Hlddl»<>, 

QiraiublTe 

eoffolk, 

H.mp.hi™ 

Ulddlnu, 

BuSolk, 
H>«.p.bl» 

BnSalk, 

BampDhke 
SaBolk. 

Old  Norfol 

Snirolk, 

Boffolk, 

Ulddlcsef, 

Ulddl«i>i, 

,      - 

May     K,  IB48. 
June   SI,  DM, 
Nov.    27. 1710, 
Mar-      e,  17M, 
April  10,  17*1, 
Miiy     W,  I«43, 
F.b.    34,1807, 

Aug.  la,  naa, 

Ool.      IB,  1873, 
Nov.     ia.l706, 
April  14, 1770. 
Jnoo   n,  1788. 
Uiy     10, 1II43, 
Feb.    21,1783, 
April  28, 1770, 
JuiiB   80,  1701, 
JoaB   17,1787, 
e<pt.      8,1838, 
Ool.     21,1877, 
H*y     10,1MB, 

July      7, 1784, 
F.b.     13,1780, 
Jdi..   10.1778, 
Uar.     !,  1778. 
Sept.  28,  17BS, 
JBU.     21,  17H, 
JHOB     B.  17Ba. 
M.J     10.1813. 
F«b.      a,  1792, 
Fsb.    H,n86, 
M.y     10.1913, 
Jul,      6,  IIBS, 
M»y    29.1844, 
May     19,1853. 
Feb.     16,1113, 

Ml.   ».m4, 

Fruklln, 

Norfolk, 
Fnnklln, 

Norfolk, 

Suftolk, 

Hunpdeo, 

Woroe<ler. 

Norfolk. 

FnukllD, 

F«nkUn, 

BoDlolk, 

Himpdeo, 

Norfolk, 

FnnkllD, 

Fnnklln, 

FriokllH. 

Norfolk, 

BulTolk, 

Norfolk, 

Berkehin, 

Borfolk. 

FraDklln, 
H.mpd.o, 
Fruiklln, 

Frnoklln, 
Fnmkltn, 

Plymouth. 

Worcwier, 
Fnuklln, 

Fab 

I>» 
Jnn 
D« 

Au, 
Jnn 
J*ii 
AOE 
July 

I>« 
Dm 
Ju 
Abb 
Jus 
D« 
Deo 
Jun 
Doe 

JUD 

Jia 

Jnn 

Jno 
Dm 
Aug 
D« 
F*b 
Dm 
Dm 
Jnn 

July 
July 
Deo 

4,1«W. 

a,  1811. 

aO,I7M. 

a,  1811. 

1,  IBU. 

a),iT». 

&,  1874. 

1,  isia. 

10,1731. 

2«,1TM. 

a,iiu, 
a,  1811, 
»,in*. 

1,  laia, 

90,1791. 

a,  1811. 

S,  1811. 

30.  im 

3,1811. 
20,17«8. 

8,1870. 
20,1793. 
M,  1781. 
ao,  170S. 

ao,i7»3. 

1,1811. 
1,1819. 

a,  1811. 

a,  iBU. 
a, isii. 

18,1808. 

1,  isia. 

18, 1808. 
10,17111. 
10, 1781. 

a.  1811. 
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Taions  which  have  been  included 

in  More  than  One  County  - 

—  Continued. 

Towif. 

Original  County. 

Date. 

Later  County. 

Dmt*. 

Leyden, 

HampBbire, 

Mar. 

12, 1784, 

Franklin,    . 

I>ee.      2, 18U. 

Ludlow,     . 

Hamptblre, 

Feb. 

28,  in4, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug.     1,  inx. 

Lunenburg, 

Middlesex, .       . 

Aug. 

1. 1728, 

Woreeeter, 

July     10,  ITSL 

Medfield,    . 

Suffolk,      . 

May 

22,1060, 

Norfolk,     .       . 

jQDe    90, 17M» 

Med  way,    . 

Suffolk, 

Oct. 

24, 1718, 

Norfolk,     . 

Jqim    90, 17M» 

Mendon,     . 

Suffolk,      . 

May 

16, 1667, 

Woroeeter, 

July    10,  ITIL 

Milton, 

Suffolk,      . 

May 

7, 1662, 

Norfolk,^  . 

June    90,  ITNL 

Moneon,     . 

Hampablre, 

April 

28, 1760, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug.     1,  ins. 

Montague,  . 

Hampsbire, 

Jan. 

26,  1764, 

Franklin,    . 

Dee.      2,  ItlL 

Montgomery,     . 

Hampebire, 

Nov. 

28, 1780, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug.     1, 1812. 

Needbam,  . 

Suffolk,      . 

Nov. 

6,  1711, 

Norfolk,     . 

June    90b  11W. 

New  Marlborougb,   . 

Hampebire, 

June 

16, 1760, 

Berksbire, . 

Jane    00,  ITU. 

New  Salem, 

Hampebire, 

June 

16, 1768, 

Franklin,    . 

Dee.      2,  lOU. 

Nortbfield, . 

Hampebire, 

Feb. 

22.  1714, 

Franklin,    . 

Dm.      2, 1011. 

Orange, 

Hampsbire, 

Oct. 

16, 1788, 

Franklin,    . 

Dm.      2, 181L 

Oxford, 

Suffolk,      . 

May 

81, 1608, 

Woroeeter, 

July     10,  ITJI. 

Palmer, 

Hampebire, 

Jan. 

80, 1762, 

Hampden,  • 

Aug.     1, 1812. 

Quinoy, 

Suffolk,      . 

Feb. 

22,1702, 

Norfolk,     .       . 

June    20,  1T90. 

Randolpb,  . 

Suffolk,      . 

Mar. 

9, 1708, 

Norfolk,     . 

June    20, 1700. 

Roebeeter, . 

Barosuble, 

June 

4, 1686, 

Plymoutb,  . 

Nov.    10,  ITOT. 

Rowe, 

Hampsbire, 

Feb. 

0, 1786, 

Franklin,    . 

Dee.      2, 181L 

Roxbury,^  . 

Suffolk, 

May 

10, 1648, 

Norfolk,     .       . 
Suffolk,      . 

June    20,1700. 
Jan.       5, 1000. 

RuMell,      . 

Hampsbire, 

Feb. 

26,1702, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug.      1, 1812. 

Rutland,     . 

Middlesex, . 

Feb. 

28, 1713, 

Worcester, 

July     10, 1781. 

Sallabury,  . 

Old  Norfolk,      . 

May 

10, 1643, 

Essex, 

Feb.       4, 1080. 

Bbaron, 

Suffolk,      . 

Feb. 

26, 1783, 

Norfolk,     .       . 

June    20,1700. 

Sbeffield,    . 

Hampebire, 

June 

22, 1733, 

Berksbire, . 

June    80,1701. 

Bbelbnme, . 

Hampebire, 

June 

21, 1768, 

Franklin,    . 

Dec.      2, 1811. 

Bbrewsbury, 

Middlesex, . 

Dec. 

6, 1720, 

Worcester, 

July    10, 1781. 

Bbnteebury, 

Hampsbire, 

June 

80, 1761, 

Franklin,    . 

I>eo.       2, 1811. 

Bontb  Brimfleld.s 

Hampsbire, 

Sept. 

18,  1762, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug.      1, 1812. 

Boutbwick, 

Hampebire, 

Nov. 

7, 1770, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug.     1,  1812. 

Bpringfleld, 

Hampsbire, 

May 

7,1662, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug.      1, 1812. 

Stockbridge, 

Hampsbire, 

June 

22, 1780, 

Berksbire,  . 

June    80, 1701. 

Stougbton, 

Suffolk,      . 

Dec. 

22, 1726, 

Norfolk,     . 

June    20,1780. 

Sunderland, 

Hampsbire, 

Nov. 

12, 1718, 

Franklin,    • 

!>•«.      2,  1811. 

Sutton, 

Suffolk, 

Oct. 

28, 1714, 

Worcester, 

Jnly     10,  1781. 

>  Extinct. 


s  Afterward  Wales. 
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TowTts  which  have  been  included  in  More  than  One  County  —  Concluded. 


Town. 

Original  Coanty. 

Date. 

Later  County. 

Date. 

Tolland,     . 

HampBhire, 

Jane 

14, 1810, 

Hampden,  . 

Ang. 

1, 1812. 

Uzbridge,  . 

Saffollc, 

June 

27, 1727, 

Worceater, 

July 

10, 1731. 

Warwick,  . 

Hampahire, 

Feb. 

17, 1788, 

Franklin,    . 

Dec. 

2, 1811. 

Walpole,    . 

Suffolk,      . 

Dee. 

10, 1724, 

Norfolk,     .       . 

Jane 

20, 1793. 

Wendell,    . 

Hampabire, 

May 

8, 1781, 

Franklin,    . 

Deo. 

2, 1811. 

Weatborongb,    . 

Mlddleaez, 

Not. 

18, 1717. 

Woroeater, 

July. 

10, 1781. 

Weatfleld,  . 

Hampahire, 

May 

10, 1809, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 1812. 

Weat  Boxbury,^ 

Norfolk,     . 

Mar. 

24, 1861, 

Snffolk,      • 

Jan. 

6, 1874. 

Weat  Springfield,      . 

Hampabire, 

Feb. 

28, 1774, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 1812. 

Weymoutb, 

Suffolk, 

May 

10, 1643, 

Norfolk,     . 

June 

20, 1708. 

Wbately,    . 

Hampabire, 

April 

24, 1771, 

Franklin,    . 

Dee. 

2, 1811. 

Wilbraham, 

Hampabire, 

Jnne 

16, 1708, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 1812. 

Woroeater,        .       • 

Mlddleaez, 

Oet. 

16, 1684, 

Worceater, 

July 

10, 1731. 

Wrentham, 

Soffblk,      . 

Oet. 

16, 1678, 

Norfolk, 

June 

20, 1703. 

>  Eztlnct. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston*,  Jan.  3, 1900. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  eighth  report  of  this  com- 
mission, being  the  twelfth  in  the  series  of  reports  on  the 
public  records. 

The  Work  of  the  Year. 

It  is  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  to  see  that 
the  public  records  are  put  **  in  the  custody  and  condition 
contemplated  by  the  various  laws  relating  to  such  records ; " 
and  the  work  of  the  year  has  been  devoted  largely  to  urging 
selectmen  to  improve  the  condition  of  affairs  concerning  the 
safety  of  their  records,  and  to  convincing  the  recording 
oflScers  that  they  are  responsible  for  the  condition  of  their 
records,  and  under  the  law  of  to-day  are  fully  authorized, 
and  moreover,  required,  to  have  them  put  in  the  condition 
contemplated  by  the  laws,  without  the  sanction  of  the  town, 
which  has  hitherto  been  considered  necessary.  The  results 
have  been  quite  satisfactory,  though  much  remains  to  be 
done  upon  both  these  lines  of  work. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the  attempt  to 
discover  and  recover  missing  records.  Information  reaches 
this  oflSce  that  does  not  reach  the  custodians  of  the  records, 
and  work  is  done  and  expense  incurred  in  following  clues 
which  could  not  be  expected  of  the  custodians.  Missing 
records,  especially  of  extinct  churches,  are  constantly  being 
put  into  proper  custody. 

It  is  apparent  that  a  large  part  of  the  legislation  upon 
which  State,  county,  city,  and  town  officials  are  supposed  to 
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Canvas  should  be  used  for  binding.  Leather,  if  in  heated,  gas- 
lighted  rooms,  will  dry  and  become  soft,  and  if  subject  to  great 
heat  in  a  safe  will  melt  into  a  liquid  resembling  coal  tar.  In 
neither  case  will  canvas  be  affected.  (In  several  cases  every 
leather-bound  book  in  a  safe  has  had  the  covers  melted  off,  when 
the  canvas-bound  have  not  been  injured  in  the  least.) 

If  records  show  signs  of  dampness,  they  must  be  immediately 
opened  and  dried,  as  the  paper  will  decay  very  rapidly  if  they  are 
kept  closed. 

Unless  a  separate  shelf  is  provided  for  each  volume,  which  is 
the  best  way,  the  volume  should  stand  upon  end.  The  wear  is 
much  less,  and  the  leaves  are  not  so  liable  to  gather  dampness. 

Records  intended  for  binding  should  be  written  on  whole  sheets, 
which  can  be  stitched  in  folds.  Half  sheets  *'  whip-stitched"  to- 
gether cannot  be  bound  to  be  lasting. 

Copies  and  originals  should  be  kept  in  separate  buildings.  (If 
one  record  is  lost,  the  other  may  not  be.) 

If  temporarily  there  is  not  room  for  all  the  records  in  the  safe 
or  safes  provided,  take  out  the  least  valuable,  such  as  the  records 
of  chattel  mortgages,  etc.,  records  of  dog  licenses,  and  old  regis- 
ters of  voters.     Never  leave  the  oldest  records  out. 

Ink  should  be  poured  in  small  quantities  sufficient  for  present 
use,  or  kept  in  patent  inkstands  which  prevent  evaporation.  Any 
permanent  ink  will  soon  grow  thick  if  exposed  to  the  air. 

Inkstands  should  be  frequently  washed,  as  ink  which  has  dried 
on  them  injures  fresh  ink. 

Blotting  paper  removes  much  of  the  ink  which  should  be  allowed 
to  penetrate  and  oxidize  in  the  paper. 

Recording  officers  should  not  follow  the  customs  of  their  prede- 
cessors, unless  they  know  they  conform  to  the  requirements  of 
to-day.     (Many   errors  of  omission  and  commission    have  been 
made  because  of  this  fault.) 

Very  respectfully,  Robert  T.  Swan, 

Commissioner, 

Value  of  the  Records. 

«*  What  are  they  good  for?"  is  still  asked  when  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  considerable  sum  is  required  to  bind  or  copy 
an  ancient  town  record  which  for  years  has  been  allowed  to 
go  to  decay.  The  money  equivalent  for  the  money  expended 
cannot  be  stated,  although  in  cases  it  has  come  back  many- 
fold,  but  the  true  value  of  these  records  has  been  estimated 
by  thoughtful  students  of  them.     Edward  Everett  said,  in 


1900.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  52.  7 

his  Dorchester  oration :  **  In  the  pages  of  these  ancient  vol- 
umes there  will  be  found  lessons  of  experience ;  of  blessed 
common-sense,  shaping  itself  to  the  exigency  of  uncommon 
times ;  of  patient  submission  to  present  evils,  in  the  hope 
of  a  brighter  day ;  of  fortitude  and  courage  in  an  humble 
sphere ;  of  provident  care  for  the  rising  generation  and  pos- 
terity ;  of  unwearied  diligence  for  the  promotion  of  religion, 
morals,  and  education,  which  in  their  joint  effect  have  done 
much  toward  giving  us  this  goodly  heritage." 

In  his  history  of  Quincy,  Charles  Francis  Adams  says : 
"  Nor  is  it  too  much  to  imagine  that  when  the  idea  of  full 
human  government,  first  slowly  hammered  into  partial  shape 
in  the  New  England  towns,  and  as  yet  far  from  perfected, 
shall  have  permeated  the  civilized  world  and  assumed  final 
shape,  then  these  town  records  will  be  accepted  as  second  in 
historical  importance  to  no  other  form  of  archives." 

If  left  to  the  town  authorities,  a  greater  part  of  these 
ancient  records  would  be  beyond  deciphering  long  before  the 
happy  day  predicted  by  Mr.  Adams ;  but  their  preservation 
in  Massachusetts  is  now  well  assured,  and  their  reproduction 
in  print  will  allow  their  value  to  be  recognized. 

Consulting  the  Records. 

The  consulting  of  the  records  is  a  matter  needing  con- 
sideration. The  time  must  come  when  the  recording  officers 
shall  have  more  authority  in  the  matter  of  supervision  of 
their  records.  The  growth  of  interest  in  them  and  the 
amount  of  searching  have  greatly  increased.  This  is  largely 
because  of  the  organization  of  the  great  number  of  societies 
based  upon  ancestry,  but  partly  because  of  the  improvement 
in  conditions,  which  makes  the  searching  for  and  of  the  rec- 
ords much  easier. 

The  examination  of  the  city  and  town  records  makes  a 
demand  upon  the  clerks  almost  unknown  a  few  years  ago. 
The  use  of  the  town  records,  though  infrequent,  had  become 
an  abuse.  They  were  kept  in  places  where  it  was  convenient 
for  a  clerk  to  produce  them  without  extra  steps,  either  at  his 
house  or  place  of  business,  and  when  once  placed  before  the 
person  desiring  to  examine  them  there  was  no  supervision, 
and  as  a  consequence  they  were  damaged,  and  often  deliber- 
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ately  mutilated  by  the  abstraction  of  leaves  or  cutting  out  of 
autographs.  (It  is  not  unusual  to  find  interlineations  made 
by  persons  who  perhaps  knew  and  perhaps  did  not  know  the 
facts  they  wrote,  but  who  laid  themselves  liable  to  prosecu- 
tion by  their  act.)  Records  were  often  lent,  sometimes  to  be 
carried  out  of  town. 

To  put  a  stop  to  this,  and  at  the  same  time  to  give  proper 
access  to  them,  the  law  was  framed  so  that  the  custodian  of 
public  records  must  *'  furnish  the  same  for  inspection  under 
his  direction,  supervision,  and  care,  or  under  the  direction, 
supervision,  and  care  of  some  person  designated  by  him." 
The  application  of  this  law  occasioned  some  friction,  and 
numerous  complaints  have  been  made  that  records  could  not 
be  examined.     This  state  of  affairs  will  exist  to  some  extent 
as  long  as  a  system  continues  which  requires  of  a  town  clerk 
duties  for  which  he  receives  virtually  nothing,  and  for  which 
he  cannot  neglect  his  occupation  of  earning  his  daily  bread. 
It  is  out  of  reason  to  expect  a  farmer  town  clerk  to  stop 
loading  a  field  of  hay  which  is  threatened  with  a  thunder 
shower  to  give  his  time  to  a  searcher  of  the  records,  who  is 
more  than  likely  searching  as  a  pastime,  or  for  a  merchant 
clerk  to  leave  a  **  drummer"  who  has  a  long  line  of  samples 
to  display.     I  have  journeyed  many  miles  and  found  these 
conditions,  and  could  in  justice  to  the  clerks  only  wait  their 
convenience  to  make  my  examination. 

When  the  Legislature  shall  see  fit  to  establish  a  system 
of  salaries  for  town  clerks,  they  can  reasonably  be  expected 
and  obliged  to  have  their  records  open  for  examination  at 
all  reasonable  hours ;  but  until  then,  I  can  only  state  the 
situation  to  persons  making  complaints,  and  suggest  a 
mutual  arrangement. 

The  situation  in  the  county  oflSces  is  different.  The 
county  recording  oflScers  make  their  oflScial  duties  their 
first.  They  have  their  regular  hours,  their  ofiices,  and  the 
records  so  arranged  that  any  one  can  quickly  learn  the  sys- 
tem in  an  oflice.  The  consequence  is,  that,  while  formerly 
attorneys  well  known  in  the  oflSces  were  the  chief  users 
of  the  records,  there  is  now  a  continual  examination  by 
strangers.  Many  of  these  are  novices  in  handling  records, 
searching  them  for  curiosity,  or  for  tracing  autographs.     In 
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the  registries  of  deeds,  and  especially  in  the  registry  in 
Boston,  the  examination  of  titles  is  being  carried  on  by 
others  than  conveyancers,  and  the  careless  handling  of  the 
volumes  is  making  the  wear  upon  them  a  serious  matter, 
and  unnecessarily  increasing  the  expense  of  keeping  them  in 
proper  condition.  Notwithstanding  constant  care  on  the 
part  of  the  registers,  heavy  volumes  are  piled  one  on 
another,  with  the  result  of  breaking  the  backs,  after  which 
a  volume  soon  needs  binding.  Ink  is  carelessly  used,  and 
one  volume  was  discovered  on  the  shelves  into  which  an 
inkstand  had  been  upset  at  some  time. 

The  insecurity  of  the  files  in  the  probate  courts  was  com- 
mented upon  in  my  report  of  1890.  It  was  the  custom 
years  ago  to  allow  access  to  the  files  without  restraint  or 
supervision,  with  the  result  that  many  papers  have  been 
stolen  and  many  mutilated.  The  attempt  of  the  registers  to 
restrict  the  use  of  the  files  met  with  opposition  and  protest ; 
but  it  has  been  continued,  until  in  some  of  the  registries 
papers  can  be  obtained  and  inspected  only  under  the  super- 
vision of  some  one  designated  by  the  register.  This  should 
be  the  rule  in  all. 

In  this  connection,  some  of  the  rules  in  the  English 
Public  Record  OflSce,  which  are  carefully  complied  with,  are 
interesting,  as  showing  the  appreciation  of  the  records 
there :  — 

No  person  shall  lean  upon  any  Records,  Documents,  or  Books 
belonging  to  the  Public  Record  Office,  or  place  upon  them  the 
paper  on  which  he  or  she  is  writing. 

No  person  other  than  an  officer  of  the  Record  Office  shall  make 
any  mark,  in  pencil  or  otherwise,  upon  any  Record,  Document,  or 
Book  belonging  to  the  Public  Record  Office. 

Ink  shall  not  be  used  in  the  public  Search  Rooms  by  any  per- 
son admitted  thereto  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  or  searching 
Records  or  Documents. 

Tracings  of  Records  or  Documents  shall  not  be  made  by  any 
person  without  specific  permission  from  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
room. 

Records  and  Documents  of  exceptional  value,  and  Records  and 
Documents  in  fragile  condition,  shall  be  produced  singly,  or  sub- 
ject to  such  conditions  as  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  room  shall, 
in  the  particular  case,  think  requisite  for  their  safety  and  integrity. 
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The  enforcement  of  such  rigid  rules  as  the  above  would 
probably  be  resented  at  present  by  the  American  public, 
which  has  not  yet  come  to  a  full  appreciation  of  the  public 
records ;  but  no  reasonable  person  should  object  to  some  of 
them,  and  the  recording  officers  are  urged  to  exercise  more 
rigidly  their  authority  of  supervision. 

I  shall  willingly  have  the  fault-finding,  which  will  be  sure 
to  come,  transferred  to  me,  deeming  the  recommendation  in 
the  line  of  the  duty  which  requires  me  to  «*  secure  the  pres- 
ervation" of  the  public  records. 

Church  and  Parish  Records. 

I  would  again  suggest  that  church  and  parish  oflScers 
having  records  not  in  current  use  should  deposit  them  with 
the  town  records,  if  there  is  a  suitable  receptacle  in  which 
there  is  room.  I  trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  some 
provision  will  be  made  for  copying  these  records,  especially 
the  early  parish  records,  which  in  many  cases  were  the 
record  of  the  town  until  a  second  parish  was  formed. 

Records  of  the  following  extinct  churches,  not  before  re- 
ported, have  been  recovered  and  placed  in  the  custody  of  the 
city  or  town  clerks  :  — 

AsHFiELD,.         .        .         .( First  Baptist. 

I  Universahst. 
Charlemont,      .         .         .     iDdependent  Congregational  Society 

(Unitarian). 
Charlton,  .         .         .     North  Side  Baptist. 

Dennis,      ....     First  Congregational. 
Erving,     ....     First  Methodist  Episcopal  Society. 
Hardwick,         .         .         .     First  Baptist  Society 
New  Bedford,  .         .         .     Pacific  Congregational. 
Pelham,     .         .         .         .     Packardville  Baptist. 
Prescott,  ....     North  Prescott  Baptist. 

Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 

A  number  of  the  city  and  town  clerks  who  are  engaged  in 
indexing  the  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are 
supplying  the  omissions  in  the  early  records  by  including  in 
the  indexes  names  and  facts  taken  from  church  records,  and 
in   a   few   instances  from  gravestones.     Some  of  the  com- 
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mittees  having  in  charge  the  preparation  of  the  records  for 
printing  have  pursued  the  same  course,  in  both  cases  the 
source  of  the  information  being  given.  This  action  is  highly 
commended,  as  in  very  many  cases  the  church  records  were 
much  more  carefully  kept,  and  are  more  complete  than  the 
town  records.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  records  of  bap- 
tisms, a  baptism  being  considered  by  the  church  members  as 
of  the  greatest  importance,  while  a  return  of  the  birth  to  the 
town  clerk  was  apparently  often  a  matter  of  chance.  In 
some  towns  branches  of  certain  families  appear  in  the  church 
records,  while  other  branches  of  the  same  family,  evidently 
not  recognized  as  church  members,  do  not  appear.  In  the 
absence  of  the  town  record,  the  latter  are  nowhere  recorded. 
In  such  cases  the  inscriptions  on  the  gravestones  furnish  the 
only  record. 

The  inscription  is  often  the  only  existing  record  of  a  death, 
and,  as  the  age  is  usually  given,  the  year  of  birth,  if  not  the 
day,  can  be  obtained,  thereby  supplying  the  record  of  birth, 
as  well  as  death.  In  the  case  of  persons  born  in  England, 
the  age  ui)on  the  gravestone  often  furnishes  the  clue  to  iden- 
tification of  a  birth  recorded  there. 

The  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  recog- 
nizing the  importance  of  inscriptions  on  gravestones,  has, 
through  a  committee,  undertaken  to  procure  copies  of  the 
inscriptions  in  all  the  graveyards  in  New  England,  on  the 
gravestones  of  persons  who  died  prior  to  1842.  It  is  the  plan 
of  the  committee  to  have  these  copies  deposited  in  the  rooms 
of  the  society,  which  are  open  to  the  public,  or,  if  they  are 
to  be  returned  to  the  copyists,  to  have  them  copied  into 
volumes.  To  this  end,  requests  were  sent  by  the  committee 
to  every  city  and  town  clerk  in  Massachusetts  for  co-opera- 
tion in  the  work,  with  the  result  that  full  or  partial  lists  have 
been  received  from  volunteer  copyists  in  many  towns,  and 
correspondence  has  been  opened  with  persons  in  very  many 
more  from  whom  copies  are  to  be  expected.  There  are  many 
towns,  however,  from  which  no  encouragement  has  been 
received. 

Realizing  the  value  of  this  work  in  supplementing  the  im- 
perfect records  of  births  and  deaths,  I  departed  from  an 
established  rule  of  refusing  to  ask  the  town  clerks  to  assist 
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in  any  outside  work,  and  appealed  to  them  to  assist  in  this. 
I  would  urge  any  one  interested  in  genealogy  or  ancestry, 
or  in  the  public  records,  to  assist  in  any  way  possible,  either 
by  procuring  copies  of  inscriptions,  or  by  contribution  or 
solicitation  of  money. 

Binding. 

The  excellence  of  the  silk  or  tissue  process  for  binding 
records  which  were  apparently  beyond  repair  is  so  well 
acknowledged  that  each  year  sees  more  of  the  ancient  rec- 
ords treated.  The  work  is  in  process  on  ancient  papers  in 
the  State  archives,  and  upon  the  rolls  of  the  soldiers  in  the 
civil  war  in  the  Adjutant-Generars  oflSce.  Binding  has  been 
done  during  the  year  on  records  in  the  Registry  of  Probate 
in  Salem,  and  in  Belchertown,  Concord,  Deerfield,  Falmouth, 
Greenwich,  Hardwick,  Ipswich,  Lanesborough,  Methuen, 
Newbury  (a  second  lot),  Salem,  Sherborn,  Walpole,  and 
Williamstown. 

After  this  report  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  the  sad 
news  was  received  of  the  death  of  Mr.  F.  W.  R.  Emery,  the 
inventor  of  the  above  process,  under  whose  direction  all  of 
the  work  upon  the  public  records  has  been  done,  and  I  feel 
that  his  conscientious  service  to  the  Commonwealth  should 
be  recognized. 

Realizing  as  few  do  the  value  of  the  ancient  records,  and 
knowing  what  it  was  possible  to  do  with  those  which  seemed 
beyond  reclamation,  he  took  an  especial  interest  in  them, 
and  cared  for  such  as  were  committed  to  him  as  if  they  were 
his  most  precious  property.  It  was  part  of  the  agreement, 
proposed  by  himself,  that  such  public  records  as  he  took  to 
Taunton  for  binding  should  be  kept  in  fire-proof  quarters 
when  not  being  worked  upon,  and  so  conscientiously  did  he 
carry  out  this  agreement  that  upon  several  occasions  when 
he  arrived  in  Taunton  too  late  to  gain  access  to  such  quar- 
ters he  watched  with  them  through  the  night.  His  death 
was  due  to  over-exertion  and  exposure  in  caring  for  records 
which  he  was  bringing  from  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

The  cost  of  the  particular  silk,  and  the  expert  labor  used 
upon  the  records,  necessarily  makes  the  work  expensive, 
and  to  my  knowledge  in  some  cases  where  the  cost  seemed 
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excessive  for  a  poor  town,  Mr.  Emery  did  it  at  cost  or  a  little 
less,  rather  than  that  it  should  not  be  done. 

This  work  upon  the  records  must  continue,  but  I  doubt  if 
any  one  can  be  found  who  will  carry  it  on  with  the  love  for 
it  which  with  Mr.  Emery  was  genuine.  His  death  is  a  loss 
to  all  who  value  the  public  records. 

Printing. 

By  chapter  171  of  the  Acts  of  1899  towns  are  authorized 
to  grant  and  vote  such  sums  of  money  as  they  may  deem 
necessary  for  the  printing  and  publishing  of  their  records. 
This  settles  all  doubt  as  to  the  authority  to  print,  which  has 
been  done  under  the  provision  **for  procuring  the  writing 
and  publishing  of  their  town  histories  "  (there  being  no  bet- 
ter history  than  their  records) ,  and  will  prevent  short-sighted, 
narrow-minded  persons  from  longer  blocking  the  work  by  their 
argument  of  illegal  appropriation. 

The  printing  of  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  the 
Woburn  records  was  commenced  in  1890  in  an  alphabetical, 
chronological  order,  which  did  away  with  the  necessity  for  an 
index.  By  the  courtesy  of  Hon.  Edward  F.  Johnson,  who 
edited  the  work,  I  was  able  to  send  specimen  pages  to  all  the 
city  and  town  clerks  in  the  State,  and  this  plan  has  been 
adopted  in  printing  the  records  in  several  places,  and  in 
copying  in  others.  It  is  again  urged  as  the  most  convenient 
for  reference,  and  by  far  the  most  economical,  as  the  prep- 
aration and  printing  of  a  good  index  adds  very  materially 
to  the  expense. 

The  following  have  been  added  to  the  printed  town  records 
of  the  State  :  — 

FiTCHBURG.  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg,  Massa- 
chusetts, 1764-1789.  A  complete  transcript  of  the  town  meetings 
and  selectmen's  records,  contained  in  the  first  three  hundred  and 
twenty-four  pages  of  the  first  volume  of  the  old  records  of  the 
town,  being  Volume  One  of  the  Printed  Records  of  the  Town. 
Compiled  by  Walter  A.  Davis,  city  clerk,  Fitchburg,  1898. 

Fitchburg.  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg,  Massa- 
chusetts. A  complete  record  of  town  meetings,  selectmen's  and 
miscellaneous  records,  beginning  on  page  824,  Feb.  9,  1789,  to 
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page  506,  April  18,  1706,  Volame  I.,  of  the  old  records.  Also 
the  Vital  Statistics  contained  in  Volume  I.,  and  a  portion  of 
Volume  II.,  of  the  old  records,  being  Volume  II.  of  the  Printed 
Records  of  the  Town.     Compiled  by  Walter  A.  Davis,  city  clerk, 

Fitcbburg,  1899. 

Franklin.  The  Record  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths  in 
the  Town  of  Franklin,  from  1778  to  1872.  Edited  by  Orestes  T. 
Doe,  town  clerk.     Franklin,  Mass.,  1898. 

Lexington.  Records  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  to  Jan. 
1,  1898.  Part  I.  From  Earliest  Record  to  end  of  1853.  Part 
n.     From  1854  to  end  of  1897.     Boston,  1898. 

State  Standard  Ink. 

• 

By  chapter  354  of  the  Acts  of  1899  the  matter  of  the 
State  standard  ink  was,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  transferred  from  his  de- 
partment to  this  office.  In  conformity  with  the  requirements 
of  the  act,  which  went  into  eifect  on  the  first  day  of  Septem- 
ber, proposals  to  furnish  a  State  standard  ink  were  imme- 
diately advertised  for,  and  a  contract  was  awarded,  on  the 
eighth  day  of  November,  to  The  Carter's  Ink  Company.  The 
formula  used  in  1894  was  adopted  for  the  standard,  the  only 
diiference  in  the  specification  being  that  the  specific  gravity 
should  be  less.  This  was  with  the  desire  to  avoid  the  ten- 
dency to  smirch  complained  of  in  the  former  standard. 

In  this  connection,  it  seems  well  to  say  that  the  smirching 
of  the  former  inks  was  the  only  valid  objection  to  them. 
The  other  complaints  were  because  persons  using  them  did 
not  fancy  them  after  using  thin  fluids,  or  did  not  give  them 
proper  care,  treating  them  as  they  had  been  accustomed  to 
treat  the  fluids  universally  used.  As  has  been  several  times 
set  forth  in  these  reports,  a  properly  prepared  nut-gall  and 
iron  ink,  which  was  the  ink  in  use  on  the  ancient  records, 
and  now  blacker  than  when  first  used,  cannot  be  abused. 
Whatever  evaporation  it  is  subjected  to  before  it  is  in  the 
paper,  whatever  excess  of  iron  is  added  by  allowing  pens  to 
stand  in  it,  whatever  partially  evaporated  ink  is  left  in  the 
ink-well,  whatever  dust  and  foreign  substance  are  allowed  to 
enter  it,  will  injure  it.     Steel  pens  will  be  corroded  if  the 
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ink  is  allowed  to  dry  upon  them.  If  the  ink  is  tightly 
covered,  to  keep  out  dirt  and  prevent  evaporation,  if  the 
ink-well  is  frequently  washed,  to  prevent  the  ingredients 
which  do  not  evaporate,  but  remain  in  the  well,  from  being 
in  excess  of  the  proper  proportions,  and  if  the  pen  is  kept 
clean,  —  there  need  be  no  complaint  of  a  good  ink.  With 
these  things  neglected,  the  better  the  ink  the  more  likelihood 
of  complaint. 

Handsomely  written  records,  written  with  inks  (some- 
times colored)  purchased  because  they  were  agreeable  to  use, 
are  sometimes  exhibited  with  pride,  as  a  contrast  to  those 
written  with  the  standard  ink.  In  many  of  these  cases  it  is 
absolutely  certain  that  in  a  comparatively  few  years  there 
will  be  no  sign  of  the  records  written  with  the  former  inks, 
and  if  by  chance  they  were  exposed  to  the  light  a  few  months 
would  obliterate  them. 

There  are  in  this  office  to-day  a  few  pages  of  intentions  of 
marriage,  written  in  1844,  some  of  the  entries  on  which  have 
as  completely  disappeared  as  if  they  had  never  been  written, 
and  none  are  sufficiently  distinct  to  be  deciphered.  These 
and  hundreds  of  other  instances  would  seem  to  establish  the 
necessity  for  a  standard  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 

To  carry  out  the  provisions  of  section  4  of  chapter  354 
of  the  Acts  of  1899,  it  became  necessary  to  approve  ribbons, 
pads,  or  other  devices  to  be  used  for  printing  upon  type- 
writing machines.  An  investigation  previously  made  and 
reported  upon  satisfied  me  that  the  leading  manufacturers 
could  and  did  make  ribbons  and  pads  containing  permanent 
ink,  and  most  of  them  made  them  suitable  for  use  on  any 
typewriting  machine. 

The  establishment  of  a  standard,  as  of  a  record  ink,  was 
not  practicable,  for  numerous  reasons,  and  there  seemed, 
therefore,  no  reason  why  any  one  ribbon  should  be  desig- 
nated. Accordingly,  manufacturers  of  good  reputation,  who 
supplied  the  chief  part  of  the  ribbons  used  in  New  England, 
were  asked  for  samples  of  printing  done  with  ink,  upon  the 
permanency  of  which  they  would  stake  their  reputations. 
Severe  tests  of  the  samples  submitted  showed  the  inks  to  be 
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permaDent,  and  the  ribbons  and  pads  of  nine  manufacturers 
were  approved. 

The  following  circular  letter  was  sent  to  all  persons  in  the 
State  having  the  care  of  public  records,  as  soon  as  the  law 
went  into  eflfect :  — 

Boston,  Sept.  1,  1899. 

Sir  :  —  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  4  of  chapter 
354  of  the  Acts  of  1899,  the  following  ribbons  and  pad,  and  the 
pads  and  other  devices  used  for  printing  by  typewriting  machines, 
made  by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  if  inked  with  the 
inks  used  upon  their  respective  ribbons,  are  approved  for  use 
upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of  the  several 
counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical,  by  the  names  of  the 
manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference. 

Carter's  black  record  typewriter  ribbon,  manufactured  by  The  Carter's 
Ink  Company,  162  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston. 

Haley  Mfg.  Company  black  record  ribbon,  ink  No.  80,  manufactued 
by    Haley  Mfg.  Company,  87  John  Street,  N.  Y. 

Little's  brilliant  black  record  ribbon,  manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Eureka  brand  special  black  record  ribbon,  ink  No.  168,  manufactured 
by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Diamond  brand  official  black  record  ribbon,  ink  No.  621,  manufactured 
by  The  Stephen  T.  Smith  Co.,  10  Park  Place,  N.  Y. 

Underwood's  black  record  ribbon,  ink  No.  655,  manufactured  by  John 
Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  N.  Y. 

The  Webster  star  brand  black  record  ribbon,  ink  No.  147,  manufact- 
ured by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congi-ess  Street,  Boston. 

Black  record  paragon  ribbon,  manufactured  by  Wyckoff,  Seamans  & 
Benedict,  15  School  Street,  Boston. 

Yost  black  record  pad,  manufactured  by  Yost  Wnting  Machine  Com- 
pany, 816  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

Recording  officers  should  purchase  directly  from  the  manufact- 
urers or  their  agents,  to  ensure  certainty  of  obtaining  the  proper 
ink,  and  fresh  ribbons,  pads,  or  other  devices. 

Very  respectfully,  Robert  T.  Swan, 

Commissioner, 

The  reputation  of  the  manufacturers  of  the  approved  rib- 
bons, coupled  with  the  fact  that  approval  is  to  be  withdrawn 
if  a  ribbon  is  found  inferior  to  the  sample,  would  seem  to  be 
sufScient  guarantee  that  the  standard  will  be  maintained. 
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Some  dissatisfaction  has  been  expressed  by  persons  claim- 
ing to  be  manufacturers,  who  put  ribbons  upon  the  market 
under  certain  names,  that  their  ribbons  were  not  approved ; 
but,  having  satisfied  myself  that  the  chief  part  of  their 
ribbons  were  made  for  them,  and  they  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  character  of  the  ink,  nor  control  over  it,  I  declined 
to  approve  them.  A  ribbon  made  by  a  responsible  manu- 
facturer, which  had  acquired  a  reputation  for  permanency 
under  a  certain  name,  might  be  kept  on  the  market  under 
the  same  name,  but  be  an  entirely  different  article,  made  by 
an  irresponsiblL  manufacturer. 

Stamping  Pads. 

The  necessity  of  keeping  up  with  the  rapid  pace  at  which 
all  business  is  carried  on  has  made  the  use  of  rubber  stamps 
almost  universal,  and  their  use  is  becoming  more  and  more 
general  in  public  offices.  That  the  persons  using  them  upon 
the  records  have  misgivings  about  the  permanency  of  the 
ink  in  the  pads,  is  evident  from  the  inquiries  received  upon 
that  matter,  and  upon  the  legality  of  their  use. 

It  can  be  stated,  upon  the  authority  of  some  of  the  lead- 
ing manufacturers  of  these  pads,  that  there  has  not  yet  been 
a  permanent  ink  made  which  can  be  used  upon  them ;  and 
I  have  tested  numerous  pads,  finding  all  impressions  made 
with  them  to  fade.  Some  of  the  black  and  the  blue  inks 
will  stand  long  exposure,  but  the  popular  colors  —  red, 
purple,  and  green  —  will  fade  very  quickly.  The  use  of 
these  stamps  upon  the  records  should  therefore  be  discon- 
tinued, even  if  it  were  thought  that  the  law  requiring  the 
use  of  the  standard  ink  or  of  the  prescribed  typewriter 
ribbons  did  not  prohibit  it. 

Fires. 

The  number  of  fires  endangering  town  records  has  been 
increased  by  two  during  the  year. 

In  the  early  morning  of  March  18  a  large  fire  in  Ames- 
bury  destroyed  several  buildings,  including  the  Opera  House 
and  the  town  clerk's  store.  An  old  safe  in  the  former,  and 
a  new  safe  purchased  by  the  clerk  for  his  records,  were  de- 
stroyed, but  their  contents  were  saved,  the  leather  bindings 
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only  being  ruined.  The  records  of  marriages  and  deaths 
for  1898,  and  possibly  some  records  of  the  school  committee, 
were  burned.  The  former  have  been  copied  from  the  copies 
returned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  Among 
the  books  in  the  clerk's  safe  was  the  ancient  one  described 
and  photographed  in  my  report  of  last  year,  only  the  covers 
of  which  were  injured.  The  attention  of  the  selectmen  had 
been  called  to  the  danger  of  the  records  in  the  Opera  Hoase, 
and  the  town  had,  at  the  March  meeting,  appropriated  moDej 
for  enlarging  the  vault  in  the  armory  building,  to  which  the 
records  were  to  have  been  transferred. 

In  the  early  morning  of  August  24  the  building  occupied 
by  the  town  clerk  of  Belchertown,  as  his  dwelling  and  store, 
was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and,  there  being  no  fire  appa- 
ratus or  water  supply,  was,  with  other  buildings,  destroyed. 
The  safe  containing  his  records  was  in  the  ruins  about  a 
week  before  it  had  cooled  enough  to  be  opened.  None  of 
the  records  were  destroyed,  but  all  leather  bindings  were, 
while  the  canvas  bindings  were  uninjured.  The  intense  heat 
had  turned  some  of  the  modern  paper  to  a  light-brown 
color. 

The  newspapers  very  generally  reported  all  the  records 
destroyed,  when  in  fact  most  of  the  records  were  in  a  large 
safe,  rather  recently  purchased,  in  the  town  hall,  while  the 
files  of  papers  were  in  the  library  building,  both  buildings 
being  remote  from  the  fire. 

ROBERT  T.   SWAN, 

Commissioner, 
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Office  of  thr  Cohhissionbr  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Jan.  1, 1901. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  a?id  House  of  BepresentcUives, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  ninth  report  of  this  com- 
mission, being  the  thirteenth  in  the  series  of  reports  on  the 
public  records. 

The  Work  op  the  Year. 

There  has  been  little  during  the  past  year  of  special  note. 
As  the  cities  and  towns  gradually  provide  more  commodious 
and  safer  accommodations  for  their  records,  especially  for 
the  files  of  papers,  the  commissioner  is  called  upon  to  exam- 
ine the  accumulation  of  papers  to  decide  what  can  be  disposed 
of,  and,  as  in  most  places  these  papers  have  never  been  filed 
with  any  such  idea  in  view,  much  time  has  necessarily  been 
devoted  to  this  work.  This  has  resulted  in  placing  many 
important  papers,  which  were  exposed  to  danger  from  fire, 
in  safes  or  vaults. 

More  attention  is  each  year  given  to  discovering  records 
believed  to  be  in  existence,  but  not  in  proper  custody,  and 
such  are  constantly  being  obtained.  Others,  especially 
plans,  which  were  not  known  by  any  one  in  authority  to 
exist,  are  coming  to  light  as  the  accumulations  of  papers 
above  referred  to  are  examined.  A  plan  of  the  Herring 
Pond  Lands,  made  under  the  direction  of  commissioners  ap- 
pointed in  1850  to  divide  the  lands  among  the  Indians,  was 
traced  to  one  of  the  tribe  in  Bourne,  and  willingly  surren- 
dered. The  plan  was  much  defaced,  and  new  names  had 
been  substituted  as  lots  had  changed  owners.  The  origi- 
nal names  were  obtained  from  a  copy  in  possession  of  the 
assessors  of  Plymouth,  and  inserted;  the  plan  renovated  by 
the  Emery  process  and  deposited  in  the  registry  of  deeds 
at  Barnstable ;  and  two  blue  prints  made,  one  of  which  was 
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deposited  in  the  State  Library,  the  other  being  sent  to  the 
possessor  of  the  original  plan.  No  clue  can  be  obtained  to 
the  records  of  the  allotments  by  the  commissioners,  although 
they  were  in  existence  not  many  years  ago.  Information 
regarding  them  is  solicited. 

A  plan  of  the  original  lay-out  of  the  town  of  Holden  was 
found  in  pieces,  and  so  faded  in  parts  as  to  be  nearly  illegible. 
From  a  description  of  the  lots  in  the  proprietors'  records  it 
was  possible  to  supply  most  of  the  illegible  parts,  and  all 
lines,  names,  and  figures  have  been  traced.  The  plan  when 
mounted  will  be  kept  among  the  records  of  Holden. 

Much  work  is  constantly  being  done  in  providing  addi- 
tional security  for  the  records,  some  of  which  is  called  to  the 
attention  of  the  commissioner,  but  much  is  known  to  him  only 
from  inspection.  Among  the  notable  improvements  the  past 
year,  are  the  new  fire-proof  county  building,  with  its  fire- 
proof fittings,  at  East  Cambridge  ;  remodelling  the  town  hall 
in  Brookline,  with  the  addition  of  several  fine  vaults  ;  build- 
ing of  a  fire-proof  addition  to  the  city  hall  in  Waltham ; 
renovating  the  rooms  of  the  city  registrar  of  Boston,  and 
arranging  and  systematizing  the  records ;  furnishing  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  courts  in  Salem  with  metal  fittings ; 
the  building  of  a  fine  vault  with  metal  fittings  in  the  city 
hall  in  Pittsfield ;  establishing  at  Hingham  an  office  for  the 
town  clerk  and  the  collector,  furnished  with  a  suitable  safe ; 
and  building  and  fitting  a  large  vault  in  Holliston. 

Legislation  concerning  Public  Records. 

The  close  of  the  century  seems  an  appropriate  time  for  a 
retrospect  of  the  gradual  growth  of  sentiment  and  legislation 
concerning  public  records.  Before  the  American  Revolution, 
though  successive  laws  were  passed  requiring  certain  things 
to  be  recorded,  there  was  little  of  detail  in  the  laws  regard- 
ing care  or  safety  of  the  records,  beyond  the  provision  in 
1647,  when  it  was  ordered  that  to  the  end  that  all  the  records 
of  the  Colony  '*  may  be  safely  preserved  and  improved,  a 
strong  press  made  of  very  firm  oak  planks  be  kept  in  some 
place  convenient  at  Boston,  by  direction  of  the  Governor.** 
A  press  was  also  to  be  provided  wherever  any  court  of  record 
was  holden. 
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During  the  Revolution  the  records  appear  to  have  been 
greatly  neglected,  and  for  some  years  after  less  attention  was 
given  to  them  than  before.  Then  interest  revived,  and 
attention  was  naturally  first  turned  to  the  records  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  common  lands,  who  were  fast  making 
division  of  their  lands;  and  March  10,  1784,  provision  was 
made  for  the  **  lodging"  of  their  records,  after  the  lands 
were  divided,  either  with  the  clerk  of  the  town  in  which  the 
land  lay,  or,  where  the  land  lay  in  several  towns,  with  the 
clerk  of  such  town  as  the  court  of  sessions  directed. 

March  9,  1791,  proprietors  were  empowered  to  recall  their 
records  for  certain  purposes.  By  a  general  record  act^ 
passed  in  1851,  the  records  were  to  be  deposited  with  the 
clerk  of  the  town  where  the  lands  or  the  greater  part  of 
them  lay. 

After  the  proprietors  records  were  provided  for,  attention 
was  chiefly  turned  to  the  records  of,  or  to  be  deposited  in, 
the  courts,  and  the  legislation  concerning  them  is  next  pre- 
sented. It  is  needless  to  say,  to  one  familiar  with  the  early 
printed  laws,  that,  owing  to  the  custom  of  inserting  in  the 
body  of  an  act  matter  having  little  connection  with  the  title, 
and  to  the  meagre  indexes,  omissions  are  probable  in  such  a 
presentation. 

Feb.  28,  1786,  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  waa 
directed  to  deliver  all  probate  records  in  his  custody  to  the 
clerk  of  the  *' supreme  court."  Feb.  26,  1799,  the  records 
of  notaries  public  who  died,  resigned,  or  were  removed  were 
to  be  deposited  with  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas* 
The  Revised  Statutes,  in  1836,  required  that  these  records 
be  deposited  with  the  clerks  of  the  courts,  and  that  is  still 
the  law,  although  it  has  been  very  largely  a  dead  letter. 

March  11,  1802,  justices  who  had  rendered  judgments  in 
certain  cases  were  ordered  to  return  their  records  and  original 
processes  to  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas. 

March  8,  1804,  the  clerks  of  the  courts  in  Suffolk,  Essex, 
and  Middlesex  counties  were  to  collect  and  arrange  all  papers  ^ 
and  documents  and  complete  the  records.  March  19,  1831, 
the  clerks  of  the  courts  were  constituted  clerks  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court,  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  county  commis- 
sioners, and  were  to  have  the  custody  of  all  their  records. 
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By  1852  controversy  had  evidently  arisen  as  to  the  right 
to  have  records  taken  out  of  the  custody  of  the  clerks  of 
the  courts,  for  February  11  of  that  year  it  was  enacted  that 
nothing  heretofore  enacted  should  prohibit  the  temporary 
removal  of  records  in  the  custody  of  the  clerks  of  the  courts, 
which  should  be  necessary  for  transaction  of  the  business  of 
the  courts. 

June  18,  1811,  seems  to  be  the  first  time  any  legislation 
was  enacted  for  the  safety  of  the  records.  A  section  of  an 
act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  clerks  of  courts  for  all 
the  counties  requires  the  court  in  each  county,  as  soon  as 
convenient,  to  provide  an  oflSce  of  stone  or  brick,  which 
shall  be  fire-proof,  well  arranged,  and  provided  with  suitable 
alcoves,  cases,  and  boxes  for  the  safe  keeping  of  all  the 
records,  files,  papers,  and  documents  which  now  remain  in 
the  clerk's  ofiSce  in  the  several  counties,  and  which  may 
hereaftei;'  accumulate  in  such  ofiices  at  the  expense  of  each 
county  respectively.  The  requirement  that  the  accumala- 
tion  for  all  time  to  come  was  to  be  provided  for  does  not 
seem  to  have  occurred  to  any  one,  but  the  leeway  allovsed 
by  the  words,  ''as  soon  as  convenient,"  seems  to  have  been 
noticed,  and  Feb.  29,  1812,  the  courts  were  required  to 
build  within  two  years.  Feb.  10,  1814,  the  time  was  fur- 
ther extended  for  two  years  from  Feb.  28,  1814. 

According  to  statements  in  various  county  and  town  his- 
tories, it  would  appear  that  conditions  respecting  the  court 
houses  at  that  time  and  soon  after  were  as  follows :  — 

Barnstable  County  built  a  second  court  house  in  1774, 
which  may  or  may  not  have  been  the  one  referred  to  as 
*' erected  some  years  before"  one  which  burned  in  1827. 
Berkshire  built  one  at  Lenox  in  1816.  Bristol  used  hers 
until  1827.  Nothing  concerning  buildings  in  Dukes  County 
has  been  found  in  print.  In  Essex  the  county  and  town 
used  a  building  finished  in  1786,  until  1817,  when  the  town 
sold  its  share  to  the  county.  Franklin  County  was  incor- 
porated June  24,  1811,  and  in  April,  1812,  the  town  of 
Greenfield  appointed  a  committee  to  superintend  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building  for  which  the  county  made  the  first  ap- 
propriation of  $2,000  in  1813.  Hampden  used  its  building 
until  a  second  was  built  in  1821.     Hampshire  laid  the  cor- 
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ner-stone  of  a  new  building,  which  was  burned  in  Novem- 
ber, 1822,  June  24,  1813.  In  1813  the  court  in  Middlesex 
accepted  the  proposal  of  the  Lechmere  Point  Corporation  to 
build  a  court  house  and  jail,  and  at  the  March  term,  1816, 
the  building  was  reported  as  finished,  at  a  cost  of  $4,191.78 
above  the  agreed  cost.  In  Nantucket  the  town  hall  was  so 
old  in  1807  that  there  was  suggestion  of  repairing  it,  and 
this  building  was  probably  used  as  the  court  house,  although 
no  definite  information  has  been  obtained  concerning  the 
buildings  there.  In  Norfolk  a  wooden  court  house,  finished 
in  1795,  gave  place  to  a  new  one  finished  in  1827.  The 
court  in  Plymouth  purchased  a  new  building  in  1820,  the 
previous  one  having  been  used  since  1759.  The  "stone 
court  house  in  Court  Square,"  Boston,  afterward  the  city 
hall  on  School  Street,  had  just  been  finished  in  1810,  and 
Worcester  was  already  provided  with  one,  first  occupied  in 
1803. 

By  chapter  14,  sections  9  and  31,  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
the  duty  of  erecting  and  repairing  court  houses  and  all  county 
buildings  was  transferred  to  the  county  commissioners,  ex- 
cepting in  Suffolk  County,  where  Boston  was  to  provide. 

The  safety  of  the  records  in  the  custody  of  the  clerks  of 
the  courts  having  been,  presumably,  provided  for  in  1811, 
it  was  enacted,  Feb.  29,  1812,  that  the  court  of  sessions  in 
each  county  should  provide,  in  the  same  building  provided 
for  judicial  records,  alcoves,  etc.,  for  the  register  of  deeds, 
except  where  there  was  already  provided  a  fire-proof  build- 
ing or  rooms  for  the  registry,  in  which  case  the  records  were 
to  be  kept  in  the  ''buildings  or  rooms  for  the  registry  of 
deeds,  which  is  kept  in  the  shire  town  in  each  county,  and 
also  in  the  office  of  the  register  of  probate,  where  the  regis- 
ter shall  reside  in  such  town."  This  phraseology  is  some- 
what ambiguous,  but,  as  the  probate  courts  held  sessions  in 
several  towns,  it  was  evidently  intended  that  a  place  should 
be  provided  for  their  records  in  the  town  where  the  register 
of  probate  resided. 

Feb.  24, 1818,  the  registers  of  probate  were  given  custody 
of  all  books,  documents,  and  papers  belonging  to  their 
courts,  and  were  carefully  to  preserve  the  same,  but  no  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  safety  of  the  records. 
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By  the  Revised  Statutes,  in  1836,  the  coanty  commis- 
sioners were  to  provide  the  same  accommodations  for  the 
registries  of  deeds  as  had  been  required  for  the  courts,  and, 
although  the  act  of  1818  relating  to  the  records  of  the  pro- 
bate court  was  continued,  no  provision  was  then  made  for 
their  safety. 

Evidently  the  county  commissioners  did  not  provide 
accommodations  satisfactory  to  some,  for  in  1886  it  was 
provided  that  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  justices  of  the 
supreme  judicial  court,  the  provisions  required  by  the 
statutes  were  insufficient,  they  should,  upon  application  of 
either  the  clerk  of  the  courts,  register  of  deeds,  or  judge  of 
probate,  certify  the  fact  to  the  county  commissioners,  who 
should  forthwith  provide  such  additional  fire-proof  rooms 
and  such  other  accommodations  as  were  necessary. 

In  1846  the  absence  of  records  from  the  State  archives 
had  probably  become  serious,  for  March  2  of  that  year  a 
resolve  was  passed  authorizing  the  Governor  '*  to  take  such 
measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient  to  restore  to  the 
archives  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  originals  or  copies, 
such  portions  of  the  records  of  the  executive  council,  or  of 
any  other  branch  of  the  government  of  the  colony  and 
provinces  of  Massachusetts  Bay  as  may  be  missing." 

Aside  from  the  legislation  already  noted  concerning  the 
records  of  the  proprietors  of  the  common  lands,  there  seems 
to  have  been  no  attention  paid  to  city  or  town  records,  look- 
ing to  their  safety.  In  1639  records  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  of  all  persons  *«  within  this  jurisdiction"  were 
to  be  recorded,  but  no  provision  was  made  for  a  recorder 
except  as  ''Mr.  Stephen  Winthrop  was  to  record  things  at 
Boston." 

In  1641  a  ''  clerk  of  the  writs"  was  to  be  chosen  in  each 
town,  and  in  1642  they  were  ordered  to  record  births  and 
deaths,  and  make  an  annual  return  to  the  recorder  of  the 
court.  Persons  were  to  return  names  of  persons  married  by 
them  to  the  recorder.  (This  accounts  for  the  absence  of 
marriages  in  the  early  town  records,  and  should  be  borne  in 
mind  by  searchers.)  In  1692  town  clerks  were  chosen  who 
were  to  record  all  important  and  many  minor  matters. 

Not  until  1851  was  there  any  legislation  to  cover  records 
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generally.  May  15  of  that  year  an  act  was  passed  entitled 
*'  An  Act  for  the  Better  Preservation  of  Municipal  and  Other 
Records."  This  provided  that  county  commissioners,  city 
governments,  and  selectmen  should  have  records  bound,  and 
papers  filed  and  arranged,  and  should  provide  *' suitable'* 
places  where  they  should  be  deposited  and  securely  kept. 
To  '*  provide  for  the  particular  security  and  preservation  of 
all  the  records  of  their  respective  counties,  cities,  and 
towns,"  and  "  where  they  have  or  may  become  worn,  muti- 
lated, or  illegible,"  they  were  to  have  copies  *' seasonably 
taken  by  competent  and  skillful  transcribers,"  and  have  them 
certified  by  the  clerks. 

The  clerks  were  given  sole  custody  of  the  records,  and 
were  to  have  them  open  for  inspection,  and  to  allow  copies 
to  be  made.  The  county  commissioners,  city  governments, 
selectmen,  and  overseers  of  the  poor  were  empowered  to 
have  copies  made  from  certain  other  records  which  might 
relate  to  their  respective  counties,  cities,  and  towns. 

Persons  holding  records  of  churches  or  societies  which 
had  dissolved  or  ceased  to  have  legal  existence  were  to 
deliver  them  to  the  city  or  town  clerk  of  the  place  where  the 
church  or  society  had  been  located. 

Counties,  cities,  and  towns  were  liable  to  a  penalty  of 
twenty  dollars,  and  clerks  to  one  of  ten,  for  violation  of  any 
provisions  of  the  act;  and  whoever  carried  away,  defaced, 
altered,  or  mutilated  a  record  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  fifty 
dollars. 

A  standard  paper  for  records  was  still  required,  the  legis- 
lation, former  and  subsequent,  relating  to  which  is  presented 
elsewhere. 

This  act  of  1851  remained  unchanged  until  1857,  when, 
for  the  first  time,  although  volume  after  volume  had  been 
burned,  the  danger  of  fire  to  the  town  records  seems  to  have 
occurred  to  some  one,  and  every  city  and  town  was  required 
to  have  a  safe  for  the  books  of  record  and  important  docu- 
ments, and  the  clerk  was  to  keep  the  records  in  it.  The 
penalties  for  non-compliance  with  the  laws  relating  to  the 
records  were  increased  to  ten  dollars  a  month  for  counties, 
cities,  and  towns,  continued  at  ten  for  the  clerks,  and  one- 
half  the   fine  was   given  to   the   complainant.     Cities  and 
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towns  were  authorized  to  have  copies  made  of  records  re- 
lating to  lands,  easements,  rights  or  ways  situated  in  any 
parts  set  off,  and  certilSed  copies  were  given  the  weight  oi 
originals.  Clerks  were  to  have  their  records  open  for 
inspection,  and  were  to  receive  fees  for  copies. 

In  the  General  Statutes  of  1860,  chapter  29  was  devoted 
to  the  public  records.  The  principal  features  of  the  exist- 
ing laws  were  retained,  but  the  two  following  absurdities, 
which  had  existed,  one  for  nine  and  the  other  for  three  years, 
were  corrected.  The  act  of  1851  required  that  records  which 
had  become  illegible  should  be  copied,  and  the  act  of  1857 
required  a  safe  to  be  provided  for  all  the  records  of  a  city  or 
town. 

In  the  revision  <<had  become^  was  omitted,  and  safes 
were  required. 

'*A  suitable  place"  was  to  be  provided  "for  the  safe 
keeping  and  preservation  of  the  other  public  records  of  the 
county."  Although  in  1812,  and  later,  fire-proof  buildings 
and  rooms  were  required  for  the  records  of  the  clerks  of  the 
courts  and  registers  of  deeds,  no  such  provision  had  been 
made  for  the  probate  records  until  they  were  included  in  the 
above  phrase,  '*  other  public  records." 

No  important  legislation  followed  until  1882,  with  the 
exception  of  an  act  passed  in  1867,  amended  in  1874,  which 
authorized  and  required  the  county  commissioners  to  have 
copies  made  of  such  records  of  the  proprietors,  or  of  rec- 
ords of  any  county,  city,  or  town  within  or  without  the 
Commonwealth  which  related  to  titles  to  land  in  their  coun- 
ties, '*  as  in  their  judgment"  were  necessary.  The  require- 
ment was  made  a  dead  letter  by  the  words  quoted,  and  little 
copying  was  done. 

In  1882  the  Public  Statutes  were  issued,  and  chapter  37 
re-enacted  the  laws  substantially  as  they  existed. 

In  1884  the  oflBce  of  Commissioner  of  Public  Records  of 
Parishes,  Towns,  and  Counties  was  established  and  Hon. 
Carroll  D.  Wright  was  appointed  commissioner,  who  in 
1889  submitted  a  report  on  the  custody  and  condition  of  the 
records.  The  oflSce,  which  would  expire  by  limitation,  was 
then  continued  for  three  years,  and  upon  the  resignation  of 
Commissioner  Wright  Governor  Ames  appointed  as  com^is- 
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sioner  Robert  T.  Swan,  who  had  been  acting  as  secretary  of 
the  commission.  Soon  after  the  expiration  of  the  three 
years  the  office  was  established  as  permanent,  under  the  new 
title  of  Commissioner  of  Public  Records,  and  Governor 
Russell  reappointed  the  commissioner.  Familiarity  with 
the  conditions  existing  in  the  counties,  cities,  and  towns 
made  it  apparent  to  the  commissioner  that  further  legisla- 
tion was  needed,  and  chiefly  upon  the  recommendations  sub- 
mitted by  him  from  year  to  year  the  following  has  been 
enacted :  — 

In  1890  clerks  of  cities  and  towns  were  required  to 
demand  records  of  extinct  churches,  parishes,  and  societies 
which  had  not  bec^n  deposited  with  them ;  and  a  penalty  was 
fixed  for  removing  or  mutilating  records  of  the  Common- 
wealth. In  1891  county  commissioners  were  authorized  to 
have  the  records  and  files  of  the  probate  courts  rearranged, 
indexed,  and  docketed ;  the  law  relating  to  paper  was 
amended  (as  stated  elsewhere  in  the  report)  ;  and  a  record- 
ing officer  was  authorized  to  demand  the  records  of  his  pred- 
ecessor, who  was  required  to  deliver  them  under  oath.  In 
1892  registers  of  deeds  were  authorized  to  re-record  certain 
deeds ;  and  provision  was  made  that  collectors'  records 
(which,  until  in  1887,  when  they  were  declared  public  rec- 
ords, had  been  considered  by  the  collectors  as  their  private 
property)  should  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  city  or 
town.  In  1894  an  act  was  passed  to  prevent  the  destruc- 
tion of  records  and  certain  papers ;  and  a  standard  ink  was 
established. 

In  1897,  after  urging  upon  the  Legislature  for  five  years 
a  revision  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  public  records,  to  cure 
defects  and  abolish  absurdities,  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of 
that  year  was  enacted.  The  principal  new  features  of  this 
act  are :  (a)  a  definition  of  the  word  **  records,"  as  a  basis 
for  the  act ;  (6)  placing  the  records  of  an  official  or  depart- 
ment in  the  custody  of  that  official  or  department,  thus  doing 
away  with  the  requirement,  often  conflicting,  that  all  records 
of  a  city  or  town  should  be  in  possession  of  the  city  or  town 
clerk ;  (c)  requiring  the  person  having  the  custody  to  have 
the  records  bound  or  copied  when  necessary;  {d)  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records  before  any 
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papers  can  be  destroyed ;  (e)  the  authority  to  place  records 
in  the  custody  of  the  commissioner,  for  copying  or  binding, 
with  the  view  to  safety  and  expert  work ;  (/")  and  requiring 
non-combustible  fittings  in  fire-proof  rooms. 

Although  not  strictly  within  the  province  of  the  commis- 
sioner, the  necessity  for  action  was  so  constantly  brought  to 
his  attention  by  the  city  and  town  clerks,  that  in  1891  he 
advised  a  revision  of  the  laws  relating  to  births,  marriages, 
deaths,  and  burials,  and  in  1897  chapters  437  and  444  were 
enacted,  resulting  in  great  improvement. 

In  1898  the  Commissioner  of  Records  was  authorized  to 
expend  from  the  appropriation  for  his  office  certain  amounts 
for  the  direct  improvement  of  certain  records ;  a  church  or 
society  ceasing  to  hold  services  for  three  years  was  to  de- 
liver its  records  to  the  city  or  town  clerk ;  and  a  penalty 
was  provided  for  not  using  the  standard  ink.  In  1899  the 
matter  of  the  standard  ink  was  transferred  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Records,  and  the  use  of  typewriting  machines  with 
ribbons  approved  by  the  commissioner  was  authorized. 

Public  Record  (Office. 

Each  year  the  opinion  is  more  and  more  confirmed  that  a 
public  record  office,  where  the  ancient  records  of  the  cities 
and  towns  can  be  properly  cared  for,  is  needed,  and  that  the 
records  as  a  whole  will  never  be  so  cared  for,  and  made  avail- 
able, until  brought  to  a  central  office.  As  stated  elsewhere, 
the  commissioners  in  Connecticut  have  advised  the  Le^rislat- 
ure  to  consider  the  feasibility  of  providing  such  an  office,  and 
the  Rhode  Island  commissioner  advocates  such  an  office. 

The  recent  fire  in  a  room  in  the  treasury  department  in 
Washington  has  reawakened  the  movement  for  a  hall  of 
records  there,  and  the  secretaries  of  the  departments  have 
expressed  themselves  strongly  in  favor  of  its  immediate  con- 
struction. 

Accumulation  of  Records. 

In  the  report  submitted  in  1894  the  accumulation  of 
records  was  commented  upon,  and  attention  called  to  the 
expense  which  must  constantly  be  incurred  in  providing  for 
them.  The  suggestion  of  legislation  to  do  away  with  the 
useless  verbiage  in  documents  recorded  was  made.     From 
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time  to  time  the  Controller  of  County  Accounts  has  called 
attention  to  this  matter,  treating  it  from  the  stand-point  of 
the  cost  of  the  recording,  and  has  presented  drafts  of  bills  in 
the  interest  of  economy,  the  passage  of  which  seems  desirable. 

Record  Commissioners. 

Following  the  lead  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  estab- 
lished the  office  of  record  commissioner  in  1896,  after  an 
investigation  of  the  records  made  upon  the  plan  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts commission.  In  1895  a  movement  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commissioner  was  commenced  in  Connecticut, 
but  not  until  1899  was  legislation  obtained.  Then  a  com- 
mission, consisting  of  Messrs.  Samuel  Hart,  Albert  C^  Bates, 
and  Dwight  E,  Bowers,  was  appointed  to  report  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  year  the  condition  of  the  public  records 
of  the  courts,  counties,  towns,  societies,  and  parishes.  Their 
investigation  also  followed  the  Massachusetts  plan,  and  their 
report,  just  at  hand,  shows  the  same  conditions  existing  that 
were  here  found,  —  an  utter  disregard  of  law,  and  that  the 
records  were  in  bad  condition  and  great  danger.  They 
recommend  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  record  com- 
missioner or  commission.  They  also  recommend  that  '*  an 
appropriate  committee  inquire :  (a)  as  to  the  feasibility  of 
providing  for  an  archives  department  in  the  State  capitol, 
of  permitting  or  requiring  the  deposit  of  ancient  records 
there,  and  of  making  provision  for  their  preservation  and 
use  while  in  the  custody  of  the  State ;  (6)  as  to  the  re- 
lief of  smaller  towns  and  probate  districts  in  the  matter  of 
expense  attendant  upon  the  custody  of  records  that  concern 
adjacent  towns  and  districts  which  have  been  set  off  from  the 
former ;  (c)  as  to  the  desirability  of  providing  by  statute 
for  a  minimum  salary  for  town  clerks." 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  the  commissioners  by  these 
recommendations  endorse  those  made  from  time  to  time  by 
this  commission. 

In  1897  New  Jersey,  also,  established  a  public  record 
commission,  and  the  commissioners,  Messrs.  William  Nel- 
son, Henry  S.  Haines,  and  William  S.  Stryker,  submitted  a 
report,  which  was  printed  in  1899.  Their  work  is  upon  dif- 
ferent lines,  however,  not  being  a  supervision  of  the  records, 
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and  the  report  treats  of  the  State  records,  to  which  is  ap- 
pended descriptive  lists  of  many  of  the  records,  bibliogra- 
phies of  printed  acts  and  proceedings,  inventories,  lists  of 
inhabitants  who  were  despoiled,  and  much  else  of  valae  to 
persons  interested  in  the  early  records. 

Tebms  or  Office. 

From  time  to  time  three-year  terms  for  city  and  town 
clerks  have  been  advocated  in  these  reports,  and  the  experi- 
ence of  each  year  confirms  the  opinion  that  the  greatest  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
records  in  many  places  is  the  uncertainty  of  the  clerk's  con- 
tinuance in  office.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  this  opinion 
is  universally  held  by  all  conversant  with  the  matter,  and  that^ 
aside  from  personal  or  political  reasons^  no  argument  against 
the  soundness  of  it  has  reached  this  office^  the  evil  of  bringing 
the  recording  offices  into  politics  is  increasing.  There  have 
lately  been  contests  for  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  courts,  regis- 
ter of  deeds,  and  register  of  probate,  where  the  people,  irre- 
spective of  party,  were  satisfied  with  an  efficient  officer,  the 
politicians,  for  their  own  purposes,  making  a  contest. 

The  desirability  of  long  terms  is  recognized  in  the  towns 
by  their  availing  themselves  of  the  permission  to  elect  select- 
men, assessors,  overseers  of  the  poor,  road  commissioners, 
and  others,  where  experience  is  needed,  for  terms  of  two  or 
three  years ;  but  the  clerk,  who  must  supervise  the  election 
of  these  officers,  enter  upon  his  duties  immediately,  and  is 
expected  in  many  ways  to  direct  them  in  the  routine  of 
office,  cannot  be  elected  for  more  than  one. 

In  the  counties  the  officers  are  all  elected  for  terms  of 
either  three  or  five  years,  and  the  suggestion  that  the  clerks 
of  the  courts,  registers  of  probate,  and  registers  of  deeds 
should  be  elected  annually  would  be  considered  as  absurd  as 
the  fact  that  city  and  town  clerks  ever  were,  will  be  in  time 
to  come. 

The  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  election  of  city 
councils  is  often  coupled  with  the  statement  that  there  will 
be  a  contest  over  the  clerkship,  or  that  the  present  clerk 
will  have  to  vacate.     At  the  time  this  is  written  it  is  almost 
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certain  there  will  be  contests  in  four  cities,  unless  **  deals'^ 
can  be  carried  out.  In  some  cases,  where  there  has  been  no 
expectation  of  deposing  the  incumbent  and  no  desire  to  de- 
pose him,  a  continued  opposition  to  him  is  kept  up,  with  the 
chance  that,  if  the  **  deal"  does  not  go  through,  he  will  be 
defeated. 

Many  of  the  cities  still  keep  the  o£Sce  out  of  politics, 
although  the  parties  are  so  nearly  balanced  that  changes 
would  be  frequent,  the  most  notable  being  Fall  River,  where 
the  city  clerk  was  elected  for  thirty-four  years,  until  he  re- 
signed, and  his  assistant  was  then  promoted. 

The  presentation  of  a  statement  giving  the  terms  of  ser- 
vice of  the  clerks  of  the  several  cities  will  show  the  contrast 
between  those  where  politics  always  enter  and  where  they  do 
not.  It  will  show  that,  in  the  four  cities  where  the  people 
vote  directly  for  clerks,  —  Chicopee,  Holyoke,  Northamp- 
ton, and  SpringBeld,  —  they  are  wise  enough  to  re-elect  effi- 
cient officers  ;  and,  though  an  occasional  hot  political  contest 
may  result  in  the  nomination  of  an  opponent,  the  result  is 
not  changed.  It  will  also  show  that  in  Quincy,  where  neither 
the  city  council  nor  the  people  have  any  choice,  the  clerk 
being  appointed  by  the  mayor,  it  has  been  purely  a  political 
appointment,  the  clerk  changing  with  the  mayor. 

The  table  does  not  show  that  in  Woburn  eighty  ballotings 
were  needed  to  elect  a  clerk  ;  nor  that  the  supreme  court  had 
to  settle  the  election  of  the  clerk  in  Lawrence ;  nor  that  the 
clerk  in  Lowell  held  over  for  a  year  because  there  was  a  tie 
in  the  city  council.  It  seems  time  that,  if  such  contests  as 
these  are  to  continue,  the  law  should  prevent  their  occurring 
oftener  than  once  in  three  years. 

Boston,  as  will  be  seen,  with  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
McCleary,  who  was  expected  to  be  clerk  **in  the  nature 
of  things,"  made  the  office  political,  with  the  results  shown. 

It  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  some  excellent  clerks  have  not 
been  elected  after  a  contest,  perhaps  better  than  their  pred- 
ecessors ;  but  a  new  clerk  is  at  a  decided  disadvantage, 
from  lack  of  experience,  and,  however  efficient  he  might  be 
in  time,  or  however  much  he  might  see  the  chance  for  im- 
provement in  his  office,  he  is  deterred  from  commencing  on 
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LawkkmcZs  . 


/>/WKLL, 


LyNN,  . 


N»uWMi»HviMmr, 


Mf-wmii,     , 


Tlie   ten 


Wfllijun  T.  KiBbaO,  1887-1891. 
TuDothy  F.  O'Heam,  1892. 
WiUiam  T.  KiinlnU,  1895-1897. 
CoroeliQs  J.  CoieocaD,  1898-1900. 
Samoel  A.  Coborn,   1836,  1837. 

previoos  yean  as  tovn  derk. 
Thomas  Ordway,  1838-1853. 
William  Lamson,  Jr.,  1854r-1857. 
John  H.  McAlvin,  1858-1869.  ReaigMd. 
Samuel  A.  McPhetrea.  1869-1882.     I>ied  in 

office. 
David  W.  O'Brien,  1882-1884. 
Samuel  M.  Chase,  1885,  1886. 
David  W.  O'Brien,  1887. 
Girard  P.  Dadman,  1888-1890. 
Michael  J.  Dowd,   1891-1894.    No  election 

in  1893. 
Girard  P.  Dadman,  1895-1900. 
William  Bassett,  1850-1852. 
Charles  Merritt,  1853,  1854. 
John  Hatchelder,  1855. 
Charles  Merritt,  1856-1858. 
Kphraim  A.  Ingalls,  1859,  1860. 
Benjamin  H.  Jones,  1861-1875. 
Charles    E.    Parsons,    1876-1896.     Died    in 

of  lice. 
Joseph  W.  Attwill,  1897-1900. 
Leverett  D.  Holden,  1882-1900. 
PeU»r  B.  Murphy,  1890-1900.    The  eight  pre- 

vious  years  as  town  clerk. 
AllsUin  P.  Joyce,  1893-1900. 
Isaac  M.  Richardson,  1847-1851. 
Luther  G.  Hewins,  1852-1854. 
Kanford  S.  Horton,  1854. 
(lidoon  B.  Spoouer,  1855. 
Huiiford  S.  Ilortou,  1856  to  June,  1862. 
Jlt'iiryT.  Leonard,  June,  1862,  to  July   18, 

IH79.     Died  in  office. 
DiiiiiMl    B.    Leonard,    Oct.    15,    1879-1900. 

AsHJHtant  cleric  from  May  8  to  Oct.  15, 1879. 
Kliiax(M'  Johnson,  1851-1870.     Died  in  ofl9ee. 

'Dim  twiMity  previous  years  as  town  clerk. 
(Imirgu  11.  Htuvens,  1870-1900. 
illillUN  L.  (Marke,  1874,  1875.     Resigned. 
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Newton, 
North  Adams, 
Northampton, 

PiTTSFIELD,   . 


QUINCT, 


Salem, 


SOMERVILLE, 


Springfield, 


Taunton, 


Waltham,    . 

WOBURN, 


Worcester, 


Edwin  O.  Childs,  1876-1883. 

Isaac  F.  Kingsbury,  1883-1900. 

Charles  S.  Brooker,  1895-1900.  The  three 
previous  years  as  town  clerk. 

Egbert  I.  Clapp,  1884-1900. 

Eelton  B.  Miller,  1891-1894.     Resigned. 

Edward  C.  Hill,  1894. 

Edward  Cain,  1895. 

Edward  C.  Hill,  1896,  1897. 

Joseph  Ward  Lewis,  1898-1900. 

Christopher  A.  Spear,  1889-1893. 

Harrison  H.  Keith,  1894-1897. 

Edgar  G.  Cleaves,  1898. 

James  F.  Harlow,  1899. 

Edgar  G.  Cleaves,  1900. 

Joseph  Cloutman,  1836-1862.  The  three  pre- 
vious years  as  town  clerk. 

Stephen  P.  Webb,  1863-1871 .   Resigned. 

Henry  M.  Meek,  1872-1895.  Declined  re- 
election. 

J.  Clifford  Entwisle,  1896-1900. 

Charles  E.  Gilman,  1872-1888.  Died  in 
office.  Town  clerk  from  incorporation  of 
the  town,  in  1842. 

George  I.  Vincent,  1888-1900. 

Joseph  Ingraham,  1852-1859.  The  ten  pre- 
vious years  as  town  clerk. 

Horace  C.  Lee,  1860,  1861. 

Samuel  B.  Spooner,  1862.     Resigned. 

Albert  T.  Folsom,  1862-1887.  Declined  re- 
election. 

Elijah  A.  Newell,  1888-1900. 

James  M.  Cushman,  1865-1885.  The  three 
previous  years  as  town  clerk. 

Edwin  A.  Tetlow,  1886-1900. 

Luman  N.  Hall,  1885-1900. 

David  F.  Moreland,  1889-1892.  Resigned. 
The  previous  year  as  town  clerk. 

Edward  H.  Lounsbury,  1892,  1893. 

John  H.  Finn,' 1894-1900. 

Charles  A.  Hamilton,  1848-1855.  Resigned. 
The  twelve  previous  years  as  town  clerk. 

Samuel  Smith,  1855-1876. 

Enoch  H.  Towne,  1877-1900. 
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work  which  it  is  an  even  chance  he  will  have  to  drop  at  the 
next  election. 

A  rumor  just  reaches  this  office  that  one  of  the  best  clerks 
in  the  State  (and  apparently,  and  upon  the  evidence  of 
those  who  should  know,  one  of  the  best  of  citizens)  is  to  be 
opposed  in  the  new  city  council.  If  the  city  councils  do  not 
realize  that  a  city  clerk  is  more  than  a  clerk  for  their 
boards,  but  that  he  is  the  person  upon  whom  the  care  and 
custody  of  their  most  important  records  devolves,  expected 
to  be  conversant  with  them,  and  having  knowledge  of  the 
law  governing  them,  then  the  State  should  do  what  it  can 
for  the  benefit  of  the  records,  and  say  to  the  cities,  as  it 
does  to  the  counties,  that  the  recording  officers  shall  be  sure 
of  their  positions  for  at  least  three  or  five  years. 


Beverlt, 


Boston, 


Brockton,   . 
Cambridge,  . 


City  Clerks  and  Terms  of  Service. 

.     William  H.  Lovett,  1895.    The  fifteen  pre- 
vious years  as  town  clerk. 

Luther  S.  Herrick,  1896-1900. 
.     Samuel  F.  McCleary,  1822-1851. 

Samuel   F.   McCleary,  Jr.,   1862-1882    (Jr. 
dropped  in  1856). 

Frederick  E.  Goodrich,  1883,  1884. 

Augustus  N.  Sampson,  1885,  1886. 

Joseph  H.  O'Neil,  1887,  1888. 

Edwin  U.  Curtis,  1889,  1890. 

John  M.  GalviD,  1891-1899.     Resigned  Oct. 
1,  1899. 

John  T.  Priest,  assistant  clerk.    Acting  city 
clerk  from  Oct.  1,  1899,  to  Dec.  27,  1899. 

John   M.   Galvin,  clerk  pro  tem.^  Dec.  27, 
1899,  toP^eb.  12,  1900. 

Edward  J.  Donovan,  1900. 
.     DeWitt  C.   Packard,    1882-1900.     The  pre- 
vious year  as  town  clerk. 
.     Lucius  R.  Paige,  1846-1855. 
1,  1855. 

Henry    Thayer,    1855,    1856. 
election. 

Justin  A.  Jacobs,  1857-1887. 

Walter  W.  Pike,  1888-1895. 


Resigned  Oct. 
Refused    re- 
Died  in  oflSoe. 
Died  in  office. 


Edward  J.  Brandon,  1895-1900. 
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Chelsea, 


Chicopee,    . 
Everett, 
Fall  River, 


FiTCHBURG, . 


Gloucester, 
Haverhill, 


HOLTOKE,      • 


Lawrence,  • 


Samuel  Bassett,  1857-1884.  Resigned.  The 
seven  previous  years  as  town  clerk. 

George  B.  Gurney,  1884-1899. 

Charles  H.  Reed,  1900. 

John  D.  White,  1891-1900.  The  nine  pre« 
vious  years  as  town  clerk. 

Joseph  H.  Cannell,  1893-1900.  Town  clerk 
from  incorporation  of  the  town,  in  1870. 

John  R.  Hodges,  1854.  The  two  previous 
years  as  town  clerk. 

Alvan  S.  Ballard,  1855-1863.  Declined  re- 
election. 

George  A.  Ballard,  1864-1898.  Resigned 
July  18,  1898. 

Arthur  B.  Brayton,  1898-1900.  Formerly 
assistant  clerk. 

Henry  Jackson,  1872-1886.  The  six  previ- 
ous years  as  town  clerk. 

Walter  A.  Davis,  1887-1900. 

John  J.  Somes,  1874-1900.  The  six  previous 
months  as  town  clerk. 

David  B.  Tenney,  1870-1892.  Declined  re- 
election. 

William  W.  Roberts,  1893-1900.  Formerly 
assistant  clerk. 

Edwin  A.  Ramsey,  1874-1876.  Declined  re- 
election. 

James  E.  Delaney,  1877-1882.  Declined  re- 
election. 

Michael  J.  Griffin,  1883-1890.  Declined  re- 
election. 

Thomas  D.  O'Brien,  1891-1894.  Declined 
re-election. 

Edward  A.  Kane,  1895-1900. 

George  W.  Benson,  1853.  The  three  previ- 
ous years  as  town  clerk. 

Benjamin  Boardman,  1854. 

William  Morse,  1855. 

George  R.  Rowe,  1856-1874.     Resigned. 

Walter  R.  Rowe,  1874-1876. 

James  E.  Sheperd,  1877-1883. 

Timothy  Kane,  1884. 

William  T.  Kimball,  1885. 

Timothy  Kane,  1886. 
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Lawrence,  . 


liOWELL, 


Lynn,  . 


Malden, 
Marlborough, 

Medford,    . 
New  Bedford, 


Newburyport, 


Newton, 


WiUiam  T.  KimbaU,  1887-1891. 

Timothy  F.  O'Hearn,  1892. 

William  T.  Kimball,  1893-1897. 

Cornelias  J.  Corcoran,  1898-1900. 

Samuel  A.   Coburn,   1836,   1837.     The   ten 

previous  years  as  town  derk. 
Thomas  Ordway,  1838-1853. 
William  Lamson,  Jr.,  1854-1857. 
JohnH.McAlvin,  1858-1869.   Beeigned. 
Samuel  A.  McPhetres,  1869-1882.     Died  in 

office. 
David  W.  O'Brien,  1882-1884. 
Samuel  M.  Chase,  1885,  1886. 
David  W.  O'Brien,  1887. 
Girard  P.  Dadman,  1888-1890. 
Michael  J.  Dowd,   1891-1894.     No  election 

in  1893. 
Girard  P.  Dadman,  1895-1900. 
William  Bassett,  1850-1852. 
Charies  Merritt,  1853,  1854. 
John  Batchelder,  1855. 
Charles  Merritt,  1856-1858. 
Ephraim  A.  Ingalls,  1859,  1860. 
Benjamin  H.  Jones,  1861-1875. 
Charles    £.    Parsons,   1876-1896.     Died    in 

office. 
Joseph  W.  Attwill,  1897-1900. 
Leverett  D.  Holden,  1882-1900. 
Peter  B.  Murphy,  1890-1900.    The  eight  pre- 
vious years  as  town  clerk. 
Allston  P.  Joyce,  1893-1900. 
Isaac  M.  Richardson,  1847-1851. 
Luther  G.  Hewins,  1852-1854. 
Sanford  S.  Horton,  1854. 
Gideon  B.  Spooner,  1855. 
Sanford  S.  Horton,  1856  to  June,  1862. 
Henry  T.  Leonard,  June,  1862,  to  July  18, 

1879.     Died  in  office. 
Daniel    B.    Leonard,    Oct.    15,    1879-1900. 

Assistant  clerk  from  May  8  to  Oct.  15, 1879. 
Eleazer  Johnson,  1851-1870.     Died  in  oflSce. 

The  twenty  previous  years  as  town  clerk. 
George  H.  Stevens,  1870-1900. 
Julius  L.  Clarke,  1874,  1875.     Resigned. 
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Newton, 
North  Adams, 
Northampton, 

PiTTSFIELD,   . 


QUINCT, 


Salem, 


SOMERVILLE, 


Springfield, 


Taunton, 


Waltham,    . 

WOBURN, 


Worcester, 


Edwin  O.  Childs,  1876-1883. 

Isaac  F.  Eingsbary,  1883-1900. 

Charles  S.  Brooker,  1895-1900.  The  three 
previous  years  as  town  clerk. 

Egbert  I.  Clapp,  1884-1900. 

Eelton  B.  Miller,  1891-1894.     Resigned. 

Edward  C.  Hill,  1894. 

Edward  Cain,  1895. 

Edward  C.  Hill,  1896,  1897. 

Joseph  Ward  Lewis,  1898-1900. 

Christopher  A.  Spear,  1889-1893. 

Harrison  H.  Keith,  1894-1897. 

Edgar  G.  Cleaves,  1898. 

James  F.  Harlow,  1899. 

Edgar  G.  Cleaves,  1900. 

Joseph  Cloutman,  1836-1862.  The  three  pre- 
vious years  as  town  clerk. 

Stephen  P.  Webb,  1863-1871 .   Resigned. 

Henry  M.  Meek,  1872-1895.  Declined  re- 
election. 

J.  Clifford  Entwisle,  1896-1900. 

Charles  E.  Gilman,  1872-1888.  Died  in 
office.  Town  clerk  from  incorporation  of 
the  town,  in  1842. 

George  I.  Vincent,  1888-1900. 

Joseph  Ingraham,  1852-1859.  The  ten  pre- 
vious years  as  town  clerk. 

Horace  C.  Lee,  1860,  1861. 

Samuel  B.  Spooner,  1862.     Resigned. 

Albert  T.  Folsom,  1862-1887.  Declined  re- 
election. 

Elijah  A.  Newell,  1888-1900. 

James  M.  Cushman,  1865-1885.  The  three 
previous  years  as  town  clerk. 

Edwin  A.  Tetlow,  1886-1900. 

Luman  N.  Hall,  1885-1900. 

David  F.  Moreland,  1889-1892.  Resigned. 
The  previous  year  as  town  clerk. 

Edward  H.  Lounsbury,  1892,  1893. 

John  H.  Finn,' 1894-1900. 

Charles  A.  Hamilton,  1848-1855.  Resigned. 
The  twelve  previous  years  as  town  clerk. 

Samuel  Smith,  1855-1876. 

Enoch  H.  Towne,  1877-1900. 
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Long  terms  in  the  towns  are  even  more  important  than 
in  the  cities,  where  the  places  of  deposit  for  the  records  are 
permanent,  and  do  not  change  from  place  to  place  according 
to  the  place  of  residence  or  business  of  the  clerks.  It  is'  true 
that  most  of  the  towns  elect  their  clerks  for  many  years,  bat 
in  many  of  these  there  is  ah  annual  contest,  either  political, 
where  the  parties  are  about  evenly  balanced,  or  local,  where 
villages  are  rivals,  or  where  the  liquor  question  enters  in. 
There  are  towns  where  the  statement  is  undoubtedly  true, 
that,  to  require  strict  enforcement  of  laws  which  the  clerk  is 
under  penalty  for  not  enforcing,  but  which  his  predecessor 
did  not  enforce,  would  prevent  his  re-election. 

Aside  from  the  disadvantages  to  the  records  from  the  lack 
of  work  a  clerk  would  do  upon  them  in  indexing,  filing, 
and  arranging,  their  safety  is  endangered  by  the  failure  of 
.the  selectmen  to  provide  such  secure  places  for  them  for  the 
short  term  of  one  year,  as  they  would  if  there  were  a  surety 
of  the  location  being  for  three  years  and  probably  longer. 

As  has  been  said  in  previous  reports,  the  argument  that  a 
poor  town  clerk  had  better  not  serve  but  one  year  has  three 
answers :  that  a  fairly  good  man  is  better  in  his  second  and 
third  year  than  one  better  in  many  respects  in  his  first ;  and, 
if  a  wholly  unfit  man  can  be  elected  by  securing  votes  once, 
he  will  be  likely  to  be  able  to  do  it  again,  having  the  added 
advantage  of  possession,  and  the  handling  of  the  election 
machinery.  Moreover,  many  of  the  record  books  and  files 
of  papers  are  seldom  referred  to,  and  bad  better  be  undis- 
turbed in  possession  of  the  poorest  clerk  for  three  years  than 
to  be  annually  carried  from  place  to  place,  with  the  wear 
and  tear  and  liability  of  loss. 

The  public  record  commissioner  of  Rhode  Island  has  ad- 
vocated longer  terms  for  the  recording  officers  in  that  State, 
and  the  new  commission  in  Connecticut  recommends  such 
action  to  the  Legislature. 

The  passage  of  the  following  bills  is  urged :  — 

An  Act  fixing  the  Terms  of  Office  of  Citt  Clerks. 

Section  1.  In  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  and  every 
third  year  thereafter,  there  shall  be  elected,  by  the  voters  in  every 
city  required  to  elect  a  city  clerk  in  December,  a  city  clerk,  to 
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hold  his  ofiSce  for  three  years  from  the  begimiing  of  the  next 
municipal  year. 

Section  2.  In  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  two,  and  every 
third  year  thereafter,  there  shall  be  elected  or  appointed,  as  re- 
quired by  the  charters  of  their  respective  cities,  a  city  clerk,  to 
hold  his  office  for  three  years  from  the  day  of  his  election  or 
appointment. 

Section  3.  Every  such  clerk  shall  hold  his  office  until  the  elec- 
tion or  appointment  and  qualification  of  his  successor,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  due  process  of  law. 

Section  4.  When  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  of  city 
clerk,  the  person  elected  or  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  shall  hold 
the  office  until  the  end  of  the  unexpired  term  of  the  person  last 
holding  the  office. 

Section  5.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith 
are  hereby  repealed. 

An  Act  fixing  the  Terms  op  Office  of  Town  Clerks. 

Section  1.  In  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  two,  and  every 
third  year  thereafter,  there  shall  be  elected,  by  the  voters  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  each  town,  a  town  clerk,  to  hold  his  office  for 
three  years  from  the  day  of  his  election. 

Section  2.     Every  such  clerk  shall  hold  his  office  until  the  elec-  ' 
tion  or   appointment  and  qualification  of   his  successor,   nnless 
soonei*  removed  by  due  process  of  law. 

Section  3.  When  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  of  town 
clerk,  the  person  elected  or  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  shall  hold 
the  office  until  the  end  of  the  unexpired  term  of  the  person  last 
holding  the  office. 

Section  4.  So  much  of  chapter  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  of 
the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  all  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Cemetery  Inscriptions. 

In  the  last  report  attention  was  called  to  the  work  under- 
taken by  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society  of 
procuring  copies  of  inscriptions  in  all  the  graveyards  in  New 
England,  on  the  gravestones  of  persons  who  died  prior  to 
1842.  Volunteers  have  furnished  many  of  these,  but  the 
work  is  naturally  a  stupendous  one,  unless  there  are  many 
helping  hands.  The  value  of  these  inscriptions  in  supple- 
menting the  meagre  returns  of  deaths  in  the  town  records 
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will  be  appreciated  when  the  work  is  done  and  is  available, 
and  the  help  asked  by  the  society,  for  workers  and  for  con- 
tributions to  defray  the  expense  of  copying  the  copies  into 
permanent  form,  is  urged  in  the  interests  of  the  records. 

Fires. 

During  the  ten  years  ending  with  1899  seventeen  of  the 
towns  had  fires  where  buildings  containing  or  that  had  re- 
cently contained  public  records  were  burned.  During  the 
year  1900  there  have  been  seven  such  fires,  but  no  records 
have  been  destroyed.  In  February  a  lafge  fire  in  !Enfield, 
which  did  not  reach  the  town  hall,  destroyed  the  bailding 
where  the  treasurer  kept  records  in  his  own  safe.  One  book 
was  damaged.  March  15  a  fire  in  Hopkinton  destroyed  the 
wooden  town  hall  and  several  business  blocks.  The  con- 
tents of  the  vault  in  the  hall  were  uninjured.  A  safe  stand- 
ing near  the  outer  wall,  for  some  unexplainable  reason,  fell 
outside  the  foundation  instead  of  in  the  cellar,  and  the 
records  were  saved,  but  the  leather  bindings  were  melted 
and  some  papers  wet.  April  26  a  wooden  block  in  Grove- 
land  in  which  the  town  ofiSces  were  located  was  burned. 
No  records  were  destroyed,  but  some  in  certain  of  the  four 
safes  were  injured  in  their  bindings  and  slightly  wet.  The 
selectmen  showed  unusual  promptness  in  the  matter,  dried 
the  wet  volumes  and  papers,  purchased  a  new  safe,  and  had 
the  records  secure  in  an  engine  house  on  the  29th.  June 
had  more  fires  than  had  occurred  in  any  previous  twelve 
months.  June  4  the  wooden  town  hall  in  Foxborough  was 
totally  destroyed,  nothing  remaining  but  the  vault  and 
chimney.  The  vault  was  not  damaged,  but  its  contents, 
including  the  metal  fittings,  were  all  removed.  Here  the 
more  important  records  were  immediately  put  into  a  private 
vault,  the  others  being  removed  to  temporary  quarters. 
June  11  the  town  hall  and  a  church  in  Middlefield  were 
totally  destroyed.  The  leather  bindings  of  the  records  in 
the  safe  were  all  more  or  less  injured,  but  many  papers  and 
unimportant  records  which  were  not  in  a  safe  were  removed. 
Part  of  the  records  were  not  in  the  hall.  June  13  the  brick 
town  hall  in  Wam-en  was  badly  burned  in  parts  of  the  in- 
terior, including  the  offices  of  the  clerk  and  selectmen.  All 
the  books  of  record  and  the  important  papers  were  in  an  old 
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vault  and  were  uninjured.  A  new  vault  about  to  be  put  in  use 
contained  a  few  papers,  which  were  smoked.  November  28 
the  wooden  block  in  Wilbraham  containing  the  town  office  was 
wholly  destroyed  by  fire.  A  small  old  safe  filled  with  the 
least  important  records  and  papers  was  dragged  out  of  the 
building,  but  a  large  newer  safe  was  destroyed,  the  records 
escaping  with  the  usual  damage  to  those  bound  in  leather. 

In  all  of  these  places  more  or  less  important  papers,  and 
in  some  of  them  the  records,  would  have  been  destroyed  if 
the  buildings  had  burned  a  few  years  ago. 

State  Standard  Ink. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  1899,  notice  was  sent  to  all 
offices  where  the  use  of  the  State  standard  ink  is  required, 
that  this  office  was  prepared  to  furnish  the  new  ink  at  the 
contract  prices  stated  in  a  circular.  As  some  of  the  record- 
ing officers  are  still  using  the  former  standard  ink,  it  is  not 
possible  to  tell  whether  all  are  complying  with  the  law,  but 
the  orders  received  show  that  it  is  very  generally  in  use. 

As  frequent  inquiry  is  made,  not  only  from  within  the 
State,  but  from  various  parts  of  the  country,  as  to  the 
method  adopted  for  establishing  the  standard  and  procuring 
the  ink,  it  seems  well  to  give  some  space  to  the  subject. 

Upon  the  death  of  Prof.  George  F.  H.  Markoe,  one  of 
the  chemists  who  made  the  first  examination  of  inks  for  this 
office  in  1890,  and  who  afterward  prepared  the  formula  for 
the  first  standard  ink.  Dr.  Bennett  F.  Davenport,  a  chemist 
of  acknowledged  reputation  and  an  expert  on  inks,  was  en- 
gaged by  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
supervise  the  matter.  Upon  its  transference  to  this  office 
Dr.  Davenport  was  asked  to  furnish  a  formula  for  the  new 
ink,  and  the  following  was  prepared  and  specifications  for 
its  manufacture  distributed.  The  contract  was  awarded  to 
The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  their  samples  being  the  best  and 
their  price  also  the  lowest. 

SpecificcUions  for  a  Standard  Record  Ink,  to  be  furnished  under 

Chapter  354  of  the  Acta  of  1899. 

It  must  be  a  gallo-tannate  of  iron  ink,  not  inferior  in  any 
essential  quality  to  one  properly  prepared  after  the  following 
formula,  in  which  all  the  ingredients  are  of  the  quality  prescribed 
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by  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  and  the  per  cent,  of  trae 
acid  present  in  the  sample  of  tannic  acid  used  has  been  deter- 
mined by  the  Loewenthal  and  Schroeder  method. 

Take  of  pure,  dry  Tannic  Acid,  23.4  parts  by  weight. 

of  crystal  Gallic  Acid,  7.7  parts. 

of  Ferrous  Sulphate,  30.0  parts. 

of  Gum  Arabic,  10.0  parts. 

of  diluted  Hydrochloric  Acid,  25.0  parts. 

of  Carbolic  Acid,  1.0  part. 

of  Water,  sufficient  to  make  up  the  mixture  at  the  tem- 
perature of  60^  F.  to  the  volume  of  1,000  parts  by 
weight  of  water. 

Inks  submitted  will  be  subjected  to  the  following  tests,  as  com- 
pared with  the  standard  ink  described  above :  — 

1.  A  fluid  ounce  allowed  to  stand  at  rest  in  a  white  glass  vessel, 
freely  exposed  in  diffused  daylight  for  two  weeks  to  the  light  and 
air,  at  a  temperature  of  50°  to  60°  F.,  protected  against  the  en- 
trance of  dust,  must  remain  as  free  from  deposit  upon  the  surface 
of  the  ink  or  on  the  bottom  or  sides  of  the  vessel. 

2.  It  must  contain  no  less  iron,  and  must  have  a  specific  gravity 
of  1,035  to  1,040  at60°F. 

3.  It  must  develop  its  color  as  quickly. 

4.  After  a  week's  exposure  to  diffused  daylight  the  color  must 
be  as  intense  a  black  when  used  upon  the  standard  record  paper, 
and  it  must  equally  resist  changes  from  exposure  to  light,  air, 
water,  or  alcohol. 

5.  It  must  be  as  fluid,  flow  as  well,  strike  no  more  through  the 
paper,  nor  remain  more  sticky  immediately  after  drying. 

The  ink  must  be  securely  packed  for  shipment,  in  quart,  pint, 
and  half -pint  bottles,  of  a  pattern  to  be  approved  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Records,  the  bids  to  give  price  of  quarts,  pints, 
and  half -pints  per  dozen  bottles,  delivered  at  any  designated  places 
in  Boston. 

With  each  bid  there  must  be  submitted  in  a  plain  flint-glass 
packing  bottle,  without  name  or  mark  to  designate  the  name  of  the 
manufacturer,  one  quart  of  the  ink  intended  to  be  furnished,  said 
bottle  to  be  enclosed  in  a  wrapper  marked  '^  Sample  of  standard 
ink  submitted  by ." 

The  right  is  reserved  to  reject  any  bid. 

Robert  T.  Swan, 

Cknnmissumer. 
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Samples  of  the  ink,  taken  at  random,  are  submitted  for 
examination,  and  have  been  found  to  keep  up  to  the  stand- 
ard. 

A  few  complaints  are  still  made  of  the  ink,  although 
many  of  the  recording  officers  express  themselves  as  much 
pleased  with  it.  It  seems  almost  impossible  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  those  who  are  expected  to  use  it  that  it  is 
made  for  special  use  upon  records,  and  not  for  general  pur- 
poses, where  the  thin  fluids  would  suffice,  but  which  will 
fade,  —  many  of  them  in  a  few  months,  if  exposed  to  the 
light. 

Requests  have  been  received  for  an  ink  that  will  copy 
from  persons  claiming  that  this  will  not.  This,  like  any  ink 
containing  sufficient  body  for  permanency,  will  make  one 
copy  when  freshly  used,  but  it  should  not  copy  after  it  is 
thoroughly  dried,  as  the  presence  of  enough  gum  to  make  it 
a  copying  ink  must  cause  it  to  offset  upon  opposite  pages. 
Most  of  the  complaints  are  that  the  ink  thickens  in  the  ink- 
stands or  on  the  pens,  which  is  the  best  evidence  that  it 
contains  enough  body  to  be  permanent.  The  remedy  for 
this  trouble,  as  has  beeo  stated  over  and  over  again,  is  to 
pour  the  ink  in  small  quantities  sufficient  for  present  use, 
and  to  wipe  the  pen  after  using.  (That  this  has  to  be  told  • 
and  written  to  the  recording  officers  is  one  of  many  evi- 
dences of  how  little  annual  reports  are  heeded  by  those  who 
should  give  them  attention.)  One  simple  device,  of  stick- 
ing the  pen  into  a  potato  after  using,  instead  of  its  being 
thrown  carelessly  aside  unwiped,  could  be  used  to  good 
advantage  in  the  selectmen's  and  assessors'  offices,  from 
whence  come  the  chief  complaints  of  thickening  on  the  pen. 

As  the  permanency  of  the  records,  and  not  the  individual 
preferences  for  thin  fluids,  is  the  object  aimed  at  by  the  law, 
these  objections  should  not  weigh  heavily. 

Attention  was  called  by  a  city  clerk  to  what  was  feared  to 
be  a  tendency  of  the  ink  to  perforate  paper  and  to  eat  into 
a  piece  of  cotton  cloth  which  had  been  used  as  a  pen  wiper. 
The  ink  from  the  particular  bottle  was  carefully  examined, 
for  the  purpose  of  detecting  any  injurious  ingredient,  as 
sulphuric  acid,  which  will  injure  paper,  is  often  substituted 
for  hydrochloric ;    but  nothing  injurious  existed,   and  the 
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conclusion  was  that  the  extreme  blackness  of  the  ink  as  it 
oxidized  showed  through  the  paper,  which  was  especially 
thin.  In  the  case  of  the  cloth,  a  similar  case  having  been 
reported  concerning  the  previous  ink,  it  was  foand  that 
some  chemical  in  the  cloth,  probably  used  in  bleaching,  was 
responsible  for  the  trouble. 

For  the  benefit  of  any  desiring  to  pursue  the  chemical 
study  of  the  inks,  especially  persons  who  are  considering 
the  adoption  of  a  standard  in  other  States,  it  may  be  stated 
that  a  publication  entitled  <<  Die  Eisengallustinten/'  by  Osw. 
Schluttig  and  Dr.  G.  S.  Neumann,  published  in  Dresden  in 
1890,  gives  the  method  followed  for  the  examination  to  de- 
termine whether  the  ink  conformed  to  the  requirements  of 
the  specifications,  and  the  formula  of  the  specifications  will 
also  be  there  found. 

Attention  is  called  to  an  apparent  variation  between  the 
formula  of  Schluttig  and  Neumann  and  that  in  the  specifica- 
tions, the  former  containing  the  item  **2.5g  H.Cl.,"  while 
the  specification  calls  for  "diluted  hydrochloric  acid,  25.0 
parts,"  an  apparent  diflTerence  between  2.5  and  26.  There 
is,  however,  no  difference,  the  former  being  the  proportion 
of  true  acid  and  the  latter  an  equivalent  amount  of  the 
diluted  solution  prescribed  in  the  United  States  Pharmaco- 
poeia, under  the  title  "  Diluted  Acid." 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  specifications  do  not  require 
that  the  ink  be  compounded  out  of  the  particular  ingredients 
mentioned  in  the  formula,  but  only  that  it  shall  be  a  gallo- 
tannate  of  iron  (commonly  called  nut-gall  and  iron)  ink, 
not  inferior  in  any  essential  quality  to  one  prepared  with  the 
particular  ingredients  mentioned  in  the  formula.  The  quali- 
ties deemed  especially  essential  are  mentioned  under  the 
tests  to  which  it  is  to  be  subjected  in  comparison  with  the 
standard  ink  sample. 

Whether  such  a  formula  has  been  exactly  adhered  to 
would  be  very  diflScult  to  determine,  but  whether  the  ink 
supplied  is  equal  to  the  standard  can  always  be  determined. 

It  has  been  currently  reported  that  the  German  as  well  as 
the  English  government  had  established  a  standard  ink. 
Hon.  Frank  H.  Mason,  our  Consul- General  at  Berlin,  has 
kindly  made  inquiry  into  the  matter  at  the  request  of  the 


1901.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  52.  27 

commissioDer,  and  has  ascertained  that  this  is  not  correct, 
the  report  probably  originating  from  the  fact  that  some  years 
ago  a  standard  ink  was  proposed  and  the  project  discussed, 
but  no  action  was  taken. 

Record  Paper. 

No  attention  appears  to  have  been  given  to  the  matter  of 
paper  for  the  public  records  until  1815,  and  then  the  town 
records  were  probably  not  considered,  although  many  had 
been  written,  especially  during  the  Revolution,  upon  any 
paper  procurable.  Valuation  lists  are  extant  written  upon 
wall  paper.  In  some  of  the  towns  the  records  show  pay- 
ments of  trifling  sums  paid  to  citizens  for  small  quantities 
of  paper  for  records,  and  of  contributions  of  paper.  Pages 
were  sometimes  made  of  pieces  sewed  together. 

June  10,  1815,  the  following  order  was  passed  in  the 
Senate:  ''Ordered  that  Mess.  Quincy  and  Sullivan  with 
such  &  be  a  Com.  to  consider  the  expediency  of  prescribing 
by  law  the  quality  of  the  paper  of  public  record  books,  and 
the  better  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  paper  by  inspecting,  to 
consider  if  any  and  what  stamp  or  mark  the  manufacturers 
of  writing  papers  shall  be  required  to  affix  thereon,  indicative 
of  the  material  of  which  the  same  is  made."  In  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  order  implied  by  *'  with  such  &," 
Messrs.  Perley  of  Hallowell,  White  of  Watertown,  and 
Burghardt  of  Richmond  were  joined  to  the  committee.  On 
the  14th  an  order  was  passed  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  *'  to  make  inquiry  and  ascertain  the  quality 
of  paper  used  as  record  books  in  the  offices  of  public 
record,  in  order  to  determine  on  the  expediency  of  some 
provision  by  law  regulating  the  quality  of  the  paper  on 
which  matters  of  public  record  shall  hereafter  be  entered." 

Jan.  12,  1816,  the  following  report  of  the  Secretary  was 
laid  before  the  Senate  :  — 

Commonwealth  of  MASSACHrsETTS, 
Sbobetart's  Department,  Jany.  12,  1816. 

To  the  Hon.  Senate  and  House  of  BepresentcUives  — 

In  compliance  with  an  order  of  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  fourteenth  of  June  last,  a  copy  of  which 
is  annexed,  the  undersigned  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  *'  in- 
stituted an  inquiry  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  paper  employed  for 
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Alden  Bradford. 
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Feb.  9,  1816,  the  followiDg  act  was  passed  :  — 

From  and  after  the  first  of  May  next  all  matters  which  are  to  be 
entered  of  record  in  any  office  of  Public  Record  within  the  Com- 
mon vfrealth,  shall  be  entered  or  recorded  on  paper  made  wholly  of 
linen,  of  a  firm  texture,  well  glazed  &  well  finished. 

It  was  made  the  duty  of  the  clerks  or  registers  respec- 
tively to  give  a  preference  for  the  aforesaid  purpose  to  linen 
paper  of  American  or  domestic  manufacture,  **  provided  that 
such  paper  be  marked  in  water  line  with  the  word  linen  and 
also  the  nanfe  of  the  manufacturer." 

This  was  re-enacted  in  the  Revised  Statutes  in  1836,  the 
word  **  glazed  "  being  changed  to  **  sized,"  and  continued  as 
the  law  until  1891.  In  the  report  of  the  commissioner  for 
that  year  attention  was  called  to  the  absurdity  of  the  law  in 
the  following  words:  *'The  law  has  practically  been  a  dead 
letter  for  the  following  reasons,  and  it  is  surprising  that  it 
has  remained  so  long  unrepealed :  no  paper  is  made  wholly 
of  linen  except  for  bonds  or  other  special  uses  other  than  for 
records,  and  it  would  be  unfit  for  records  if  it  were ;  paper 
is  marked  *  linen  *  which  is  not  linen,  and  is  not  bought  for 
linen,  the  term  being  accepted  in  the  paper  trade  as  applying 
to  the  best  papers,  which  are  about  one-half  linen ;  none  but 
experts  could  know  whether  paper  was  all  linen,  if  it  were 
desirable  to  purchase  it." 

By  chapter  281  of  the  Acts  of  1891,  **  paper  made  of  linen 
rags  and  new  cotton  clippings,  well  sized  with  animal  siz- 
ing," was  made  the  standard,  preference  still  to  be  given  to 
American  paper  if  water-marked  with  the  maker's  name. 
Linen  rags  were  required,  the  previous  wear  upon  the  linen 
having  been  found  advantageous ;  new  cotton  was  required, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  excessive  use  of  chemicals  in  cleaning 
old ;  and  animal  sizing  was  required,  to  prevent  chemical 
treatment  of  the  surface. 

Stamping-pads. 

In  the  last  report  attention  was  called  to  the  fugitiveness 
of  the  ink  used  in  stamping-pads,  and  their  use  upon  records 
was  condemned.  It  was  stated  upon  the  authority  of  manu- 
facturers of  these  pads,  that  no  permanent  ink  for  them  had 
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books,  commonly  used  as  Record  Books  in  the  offio 
Records  within  this  Commonwealth,"  by  writing  to  tl 
the  Judicial  Courts,  Registers  of  Deeds,  and  Registers 
in  the  several  Counties,  requiring  them  to  give  infon 
the  materials  of  which  the  paper,  composing  their  ree 
ord  Books,  were  made,  whether  of  cotton^  cotton  and  U 
rags;  and  desiring  their  opinion  as  to  the  comparativi 
duration  of  the  paper  manufactured  of  those  different 
its  capacity  to  retain  the  writing  in  a  legible  manner, 
the  letter  addressed  to  those  who  keep  the  public  re( 
annexed. 

From  many  of  those  persons  who  keep  the  Pablii 
the  several  counties  in  the  Commonwealth  answen 
received,  and  are  herewith  transmitted  to  the  two  B 
Legislature.  And  from  these  statements  the  Legislate 
ably  obtain  sufficient  knowledge  of  facts  relating  to 
submitted  to  the  undersigned  to  enable  them  to  *'  i 
by  law  to  regulate  the  quality  of  paper,  on  which  matt 
Record  shall  hereafter  be  entered,"  without  any  additit 
by  the  Secretary.  But  it  being  supposed  by  some  e: 
the  order  of  the  Legislature,  that  he  was  not  expect 
make  '  enquiry  *  of  those  who  keep  Public  Records,  t 
has  personally  examined  a  number  of  Record  Volum 
offices  in  the  State,  and  the  result  of  the  '  enquiry '  at 
is  a  thorough  conviction  that  paper  made  of  linen  rags 
and  durable,  and  will  retain  the  writing  more  plainly 
than  paper  made  wholly  of  cotton,  or  that  composed 
linen  rags. 

It  is  obvious  to  remark,  however,  that  paper,  mar 
linen  rags,  should  be  faithfully  made  and  finisliod  in 
like  manner,  in  order  to  its  being  well  fitted  for  Public 
Paper  composed  or  chiefly  of  cotton  rags,  even  if  ivell 
not,  it  is  believed,  be  so  strong  and  durable,  nor  ^'< 
preserving  the  writing  a  long  period  of  time,  thou^i 
written  on  with  equal  facility,  and  would  at  lirst  i 
impression. 

On  examining  record  volumes,  which  were  wriiuii 

ago,  those  composed  of  paper  made  from  linen  i:ii;> 

fairest  appearance,  &  are  most  legible,  and  in  hastily 

old  or  new  l>ooks,  the  paper  of  which  was  maiii:': 

cotton  or  chiefly  cotton  rags,  (which  there  is  i>fi> :. 

of  doing  to  oblige  applicants)  the  leaves  are  liable 

and  this  occasions  a  great  mutilation  of  the  Reeordi 

evil  which  it  is  important  to  prevent. 

Aldek  ] 
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requires  ** suitable"  vaults,  the  commissioner  proposes  here- 
after to  insist  that  they  shall  conform  to  the  requirement. 
The  records  may  as  well  be  burned  as  be  allowed  to  decay. 

Binding. 

During  the  year  the  binding  of  records  in  mutilated  con- 
dition has  been  done  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Com- 
pany for  the  following  places :  Norfolk  County  registry  of 
deeds,  the  cities  of  Fall  River,  Medford,  Northampton,  and 
Pittsfield,  and  the  towns  of  Andover,  Brookfield,  Dunstable, 
Gardner,  Hopkinton,  New  Marlborough,  Rochester,  Salis- 
bury, Sherborn,  Stoneham,  Templeton,  Wareham,  Wilbra- 
ham,  Wilmington,  and  Yarmouth. 

The  city  of  Nashua,  N.  H.,  has  had  bound  by  this  process 
records  also  of  Dunstable,  which  were  left  on  that  side  of  the 
line  when  Nashua  was  set  off.  As  these  volumes  were  con- 
tinued under  the  title  ''Province  of  New  Hampshire,"  and 
their  return  to  Dunstable  is  not  probable,  the  Commonwealth 
is  interested  to  know  that  they  have  been  put  into  condition 
for  permanent  preservation. 

In  every  case  of  exposure  of  records  to  heat  in  safes  dur- 
ing the  year  canvas  bindings  have  again  shown  their  superi- 
ority to  leather,  having  come  out  uninjured,  while  the  leather 
were  melted. 

Putting  upon  a  poor  town,  from  whose  original  territory 
there  have  been  set  off  parts  now  comprising  prosperous  cities 
and  towns,  the  whole  expense  of  binding  and  copying  the 
ancient  records  of  the  original  town,  is  an  injustice  to  which 
attention  has  before  been  called.  It  would  hardly  seem  neces- 
sary for  legislation  to  authorize  the  expenditure  by  a  city  or 
town  of  money  to  assist  the  parent  town,  but,  if  such  legis- 
lation is  necessary,  it  should  be  enacted. 

Printing. 

The  following  volumes  of  town  records  have  been  pub- 
lished during  the  year:  — 

Boston.  Twenty-ninth  Report  of  the  Record  Commissioners, 
containing  the  Records  relating  to  the  early  History  of  Boston. 
Miscellaneous  Papers.     Boston,  1900. 
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Dbdham.  The  Early  Records  of  the  Town  of  Dedham,  Mass., 
1672-1706.  A  complete  transcript  of  the  town  meeting  and  select- 
men's records  contained  in  book  five  of  the  general  records  of 
the  town,  being  Volume  Five  of  the  printed  records  of  the  town. 
Edited  by  the  town  clerk,  Don  Gleason  Hill,  Dedham,  Mass., 
1899. 

FrrcHBURG.  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitchbarg,  Mas- 
sachusetts. A  copy  of  the  vital  statistics  and  miscellaneous  rec- 
ords, comprising  volume  II.,  pages  304  to  509  inclusive,  v<dame 
IV.,  pages  160  to  869  inclusive,  and  volume  Y.,  pages  5  to  393 
inclusive,  being  all  the  records  contained  in  the  latter  volume. 
Volume  III.  of  the  printed  records  of  the  town.  Compiled  by 
Walter  A.  Davis,  city  clerk,  Fitchburg,  1900. 

Lee.  The  Records  of  the  Town  of  Lee,  from  its  Incorporation 
to  A.D.  1801.  All  the  extant  records  of  the  Town  Clerks,  Town 
Treasurers,  Hopland  School  District,  and  Congregational  Church 
for  that  period.  Also  Inscriptions  from  Cemeteries.  With  an  ap- 
pendix containing  a  brief  account  of  the  town's  incorporation, 
State  and  County  taxes,  and  other  matter  relating  to  the  early 
history  of  the  town  of  Lee.     Lee,  1900. 

Mendon.  The  Proprietors  Records  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
Massachusetts.     Incorporated,  May  15,  1667.    Boston,  1899. 

Milton.  Milton  Records.  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 
1662-1843.  Alphabetically  and  chronologically  arranged.  Bos- 
ton, 1900. 

Brookline  has  adopted  a  plan  which  is  commended,  at 
least  for  inspection,  to  the  city  clerks  and  clerks  of  the 
larger  towns.  The  current  records  are  to  be  printed  on  record 
paper  and  attested  by  the  clerk,  then  the  pages  will  be  un- 
leaded and  the  record  printed  in  the  same  form  in  the  annual 
report. 

The  thirtieth  report  of  the  series  of  the  Boston  Record 
Commissioners,  containing  marriages  from  1752  to  1809  in- 
clusive, is  nearly  ready  for  publication. 

Ancient  Dating. 

The  following  self-explanatory  circular,  relating  to  ancient 
dating,  was  sent  to  all  the  recording  officers  in  the  State. 
It  has  been  commended  as  a  clearer  statement  of  a  very 
confusing  matter  than  many  which  have  been  presented,  and 
requests  have  been  made  that  it  be  included  in  this  report. 
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To  whom  it  may  concern. 

It  is  evident  that  there  has  been  much  ignorance  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  dates  among  persons  having  the  custody  of  ancient  records, 
and  of  others  who  have  copied,  bound,  or  consulted  them.  Many 
serious  errors  have  resulted,  especially  where  copyists  have  under- 
taken to  correct  what  they  thought  to  be  errors,  or  to  solve  doubts. 
Many  town  histories  contain  wrong  dates,  especially  concerning 
legislation. 

To  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  further  errors,  it  has  seemed 
well  to  place  the  following  statement  before  the  recording  officers, 
although  it  will  reach  many  familiar  with  the  subject :  — 

Until  1752,  when  Parliament  fixed  January  1  as  the  commence- 
ment of  the  legal  year,  it  commenced  with  March  25  (the  Feast  of 
the  Annunciation) ,  and  the  custom  was  quite  general  of  calling  a 
month  by  its  number  rather  than  its  name.  The  months  were 
numbered  as  follows  :  — 

March, 

April, 

May 

June, 

July, 

August, 6 

Under  this  plan  the  following  forms  of  entry  were  common : 
10,  7th  mo.  1641 ;  10;  7  :  1641 ;  10,  7ber,  1641  —  meaning  Sept. 
10,  1641. 

The  legal  year,  until  and  including  1751,  commenced  with 
March  25  ;  the  year  1752  with  January  1.  Prior  to  1752,  as  the 
legal  year  did  not  terminate  until  March  24,  it  was  often  the  cus- 
tom to  continue  the  figures  belonging  to  the  months  of  the  chrono- 
logical year  from  March  25  to  December  31  inclusive,  through 
January,  February,  and  March,  to  the  25th,  of  the  next  legal 
year.  To  illustrate:  following  the  date  Dec.  31,  1641,  will  be 
found  entries  in  regular  succession  dated  January,  1641,  February, 
1641,  and  March,  to  the  25th,  1641.  Consequently,  to  determine 
the  correct  historical  or  chronological  date  in  January,  February, 
or  March,  prior  to  1752,  it  is  necessary  to  look  back  to  the  pre- 
ceding December  or  forward  to  the  following  April.  (The  mar- 
riage of  parents  has  been  recorded  in  April  of  a  certain  year,  and 
the  birth  of  a  child  in  March  of  the  same  legal  year,  which  really 
occurred  in  March  of  the  next  chronological  year.  In  the  original 
record  the  chronological  arrangement  discloses  the  true  dates, 
whereas,  if  the  dates  are  copied  without  reference  to  arrangement  or 
without  knowledge  of  method  of  dating,  it  makes  a  serious  error.) 


1 

September, 

.      7 

2 

October,  . 

.      8 

8 

November, 

.      9 

4 

December, 

.    10 

5 

January,  . 

.    11 

6 

February, 

.    12 
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A  more  general  castom,  however,  was  to  doable-date  in 
January,  Febraary,  and  March,  to  the  25th,  and  the  following 

forms  of    dating  will  be  found:    1641-1642;   ~^;  1641-42; 

16—;  16^^42;  1641-2;  i^;  164^;  164^/2. 
42'  '22 

In  these  cases  the  last  date  is  the  correct  historical  one. 
There  should  properly  be  no  double  dates  after  Jan.  1,  1752, 
though  some  recording  officers  ignorantly  continued  them. 

Location  of  Towns  in  Counties. 

The  requests  for  the  eleventh  report,  now  out  of  print, 
by  persons  wishing  to  have  at  hand  the  appendix  contain- 
ing the  location  of  towns  in  counties,  has  made  it  seem 
advisable  to  print  the  appendix  as  a  part  of  this  report. 

ROBERT  T.  SWAN, 

OcmtfitiMioner. 


APPENDIX. 


LOCATION  OF  TOWNS  IN  COUNTIES. 


In  the  first  presentation  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  each 
county  is  first  given,  with  the  names  of  the  places  (variously  called 
towns  or  plantations,  or  with  simply  a  name  implying  a  settle- 
ment) which  were  first  included  in  the  county.  The  places  after- 
ward formed  are  then  given.  The  dates  immediately  following 
the  names  are  the  dates  of  establishment  or  incorporation,  or  first 
mention  in  the  records  of  the  State.  Where  the  date  is  omitted 
it  will  be  found  against  the  name  in  the  original  county ;  as,  for 
instance,  Sheffield  in  the  county  of  Berkshire  was  originally  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  and  therefore  appears  there  with  its  date. 
Where  a  town  name  has  been  changed,  the  original  and  later 
names  are  braced. 

The  towns  that  have  been  taken  out  of  a  county,  either  to  be 
included  in  another  or  to  become  part  of  an  adjoining  State,  have 
the  information  concerning  them  presented  in  such  a  manner  that 
no  explanation  seems  necessary. 

A  second  presentation,  made  in  tabular  form,  gives  the  names 
of  all  the  towns  that  have  been  in  more  than  one  county.  The 
name  of  the  town  is  followed  by  the  date  when  it  was  included 
in  the  original  county,  and  this  is  followed  by  the  name  of  the 
county  in  which  it  was  later  included,  with  the  date  of  the  change. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  follow  legislation  concerning  town 
boundary  lines^  by  which  sm,aU  portions  of  a  town  might  have  been 
transferred  to  an  adjoining  county.  It  is  doubtful  if^  in  the  absence 
of  plans  and  surveys^  such  changes  could  be  noted  with  accuracy. 

County  of  Barnstable, 

The  county  of  Barnstable  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Plymouth,  June  2, 1685  (Ply.  Col.  Laws, 
edit.  1836,  p.  295).    As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Barnstable,  March  5, 1638. 
Sandwich,  March  6, 1638. 
Yarmouth,  Jan.  7, 1639. 
Eastham,  June  7, 1651. 
Sippican  (afterward  Kochester). 
Suckonesset  (afterward  Falmouth). 
Monamoy  (afterward  Chatham). 
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Barnstable  was  made  the  connty  town.  The  places  afterward  formed 
were :  — 

Rochester  (formerly  Sippican),  June  4, 1686 ;  annexed  to  Plym- 
outh County  Nov.  19,  1707. 

Falmouth  (formerly  Suckonesset),  Sept.  14, 1694. 

Harwich,  Sept.  14, 1694. 

Truro,  July  16, 1709. 

Chatham  (formerly  Monamoy),  June  11, 1712. 

Provincetown,  June  14, 1727. 

Wellfleet,  June  16, 1763. 

Dennis,  June  19, 1793. 

Orleans,  March  3, 1797. 

Brewster,  Feb.  19, 1803. 

Mashpee,  May  28, 1870  (formerly  districts  of  Mashpee  and  Marsh- 
pee). 

Bourne,  April  2, 1884. 

County  of  Berkshire, 

The  county  of  Berkshire  was  established  by  an  act  passed  April  21, 
1761,  which  took  effect  June  30,  1761  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  482). 
As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Sheffield. 

Stockbridge. 

Egremont. 

New  Marlborough. 

And  the  plantations  of :  — 

^  Poontoosuck. 

I  Pittsfield »  after  April  21,  1761. 

New  Framingham  (afterward  Lanesborough). 

West  Hoosuck  (afterward  Williamstown). 

Number  One  (afterward  Tyringham). 

Number  Three  (afterward  Sandisfield). 

Number  Four  (afterward  Becket). 


•t 


And  all  other  lands  included  in  the  following  limits.^^ 


These  limits  included  the  territory  which,  with  the  above-named 
places,  constitute  the  present  county  of  Berkshire,  and  probably  parts  of 
the  towns  of  Middle  field,  Rowe,  and  Monroe,  not  now  in  the  county, 
as  the  description  of  the  easterly  line  of  the  county  makes  it  probable 
that  the  line  was  generally  straight  from  the  north-east  comer  of  Becket 
to  the  New  Hampshire  line.  Within  these  limits  the  following  places 
have  been  formed :  — 

Great  Barrington,  June  30, 1761. 

Sandisfield  (formerly  Number  Three),  March  6, 1762. 

^  PittsOeld  reoeived  its  name  od  the  day  the  coantj  was  established,  and,  at  Poon- 
toosack  Is  named  in  the  establishing  act,  it  is  necessary  to  inclode  both 
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Tyringham  (formerly  Number  One),  March  6, 1762. 

Becket  (formerly  Number  Four),  June  21, 1765. 

Lanesborough  (formerly  New  Framingham),  June  21, 1765. 

Williamstown  (formerly  West  Hoosuck),  June  21, 1765. 

Lenox,  Feb.  26,  1767. 

Alford,  Feb.  16, 1773. 

West  Stockbridge,  March  9,  1774. 

Hancock,  July  2, 1776. 

Washington,  April  12, 1777. 

Lee,  Oct.  21, 1777. 

Adams,  Oct.  15, 1778. 
J  Gageborough  (July  4, 1771). 
(  Windsor  after  Oct.  16, 1778. 

Mount  Washington,  June  21, 1779. 

New  Ashford,  Feb.  26, 1781. 

Dalton,  March  20, 1784. 
J  Richmont  (June  21, 1765). 
f  Richmond  after  March  3, 1785. 

Cheshire,  March  14, 1793. 

Savoy,  Feb.  20, 1797. 

Southfield  (district  of),  June  19, 1797 ;  annexed  to  Sandisfield. 

Clarksburg,  March  2, 1798. 

Hinsdale,  June  21, 1804. 

Florida,  June  15, 1805. 
J  Partridgefield  (July  4, 1771). 
I  Peru  after  June  19, 1806. 
/-Loudon  (Feb.  27, 1773). 

)  Bethlehem  (June  24, 1789)  ;  united  with  Loudon. 
COtis  after  June  13, 1810. 

Boston  Comer  (district  of),  April  14, 1838 ;  ceded  to  New  York. 

Monterey,  April  12, 1847. 

North  Adams,  April  16, 1878. 

County  of  Bristol. 

The  county  of  Bristol  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Plymouth,  June  2,  1685  (Ply.  Col. 
Laws,  edit.  1836,  p.  295).  Bristol  was  the  county  town,  and  so  con- 
tinued until  Nov.  13,  1746,  when  Taunton  was  made  the  shire  town.  As 
originally  constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Bristol,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal  decree  May  28, 1746. 

Taunton,  March  3, 1639. 

Rehoboth,  June  4, 1645. 

Dartmouth,  Oct.  5,  1652. 

Swansea,  March  5, 1668. 

Little  Compton,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal  decree  May 

28, 1746. 
Freetown,  July-,  1683. 
Sowammit  (afterward  Somerset). 
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(  Pocasset,  and 
<  PuDkatest. 

C  Tiverton  after  June  14, 1694,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal 
decree  May  28, 1746. 

"  And  all  such  Places,  Towns,  and  Villages  as  are  or  may  be  settled 
on  such  lands/^ 

Within  the  limits  of  these  Places,  Towns,  and  Villages  the  following 
towns  have  been  formed :  — 

Attleborough,  Oct.  19, 1694. 

Norton,  March  17,  1710. 

Dighton,  May  30,  1712. 

Easton,  Dec.  21, 1725. 

Raynham,  April  2,  1731. 

Berkley,  April  18,  1735. 

Mansfield,  April  26,  1770. 

New  Bedford,  Feb.  23, 1787. 

Westport,  July  2, 1787. 

Somerset  (formerly  Sowammit),Feb.  20, 1790. 

Fairhaven,  Feb.  22,  1812. 

Seekonk,  Feb.  26,  1812. 

Wellington,  June  9, 1814,  united  with  Dighton  Feb.  22,  1826. 
/-Fall  River  (Feb.  26, 1803). 
)  Troy  (June  18, 1804). 
(Fall  River,  Feb.  12.1884. 

Acushnet,  Feb.  13,  1860. 

North  Attleborough,  June  14, 1887. 

County  of  Dukes  County. 

The  county  of  Dukes  County  is  peculiar  in  its  name,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  the  only  county  in  which  the  word  county  twice  appears.  It  was  first 
established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  Nov.  1,  1683, 
in  these  words :  "  Dukes  County  so  contayns  the  Island  of  Nantucket, 
Martinis  Vineyard,  Elizabeth  Island  and  nomans  land."  By  the  Prov- 
ince Charter  in  1692  (Pro v.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  9)  the  "  Isles  of  Cappawock 
and  Nantukett  near  Cape  Cod  "  were  granted  to  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts  Bay.  The  "  Island  of  Cappawock,  alias  Martha^s  Vineyard,"  is 
referred  to  in  an  act  of  June  13,  1693  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  L,  p.  117),  and 
June  22,  1695  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  216),  it  was  ordered  that  "  The 
Islands  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  Elsabeth  Islands,  the  islands  called  No- 
man  ^s  Land,  and  all  the  dependencies  formerly  belonging  to  Dukes  County 
(the  Island  of  Nantucket  onely  excepted)  shall  be, remain  and  continue  to 
be  one  county  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  by  the  name  of  Dukes  County." 
The  county  as  originally  constituted  contained  the  towns  of :  — 

Chilmark,'  Sept.  14,  1694. 
Edgartown,  July  8,  1671. 
Tisbury,  July  8,  1671. 

>  Cbilmark  appears  in  the  tax  act  at  this  time,  although  not  until  Oct.  80, 1714,  it 
**  The  Mannoar  of  Tisbury  commonly  called  Chilmark"  given  the  powert  of  a  town. 
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The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Gay  Head,  May  28,  1856. 
Gosnold,  March  17, 1864. 
Cottage  City,  Feb.  17,  1880. 
West  Tisbury,  April  28,  1892. 

County  of  Essex. 

The  county  of  Essex  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court,  May  10,  1643  (Mass.  Rec.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  88),  by  which  "The  whole 
plantation  w*^in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."  As 
originally  constituted  it  comprised :  — 

Salem,  Aug.  23,  1630. 
Lynn,  Nov.  20,  1637. 
Enon  (afterward  Wenham). 
Ipswich,  Aug.  5,  1634. 
Rowley,  Sept.  4, 1689. 
Newbury,  May  6,  1685. 
Gloucester,  May  18, 1642. 
Cochicawick  (afterward  Andover). 

When  the  original  Norfolk  County  became  extinct,  Feb.  4, 1680,  the 
following  places  were  annexed  to  Essex  County :  — 

Salisbury,  Oct.  7,  1640. 
Haverhill,  June  2,  1641. 
Amesbury,  May  27, 1668. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Wenham,  Sept.  7, 1643  (formerly  Enon). 

Manchester,  May  14,  1645. 

Andover,  May  6, 1646  (formerly  Cochicawick) . 

Topsfield,  Oct.  18,  1648. 

Marblehead,  May  2,  1649. 

Beverly,  Oct.  14, 1668. 

Bradford,  Oct.  13,  1675 ;  annexed  to  Haverhill,  Jan.  4, 1897. 

Boxford,  Sept.  14, 1694. 

Methuen,  Dec.  8, 1725. 

Middleton,  June  20, 1728. 

Danvers,  Jan.  28, 1752. 

Newburyport,  Jan.  28, 1764. 

Lynnfield,  July  8, 1782. 

Hamilton,  June  21, 1793. 

Saugus,  Feb.  17, 1815. 

Essex,  Feb.  15,  1819. 
^  Parsons  (Feb.  18, 1819). 
\  West  Newbury  after  June  14, 1820. 

Georgetown,  April  21,  1838. 

Rockport.  Feb.  27,  1840. 
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Lawrence,  April  17, 1847. 

GroTeland,  March  8, 1850. 

Swampscott,  May  21, 1852. 

Nahant,  March  29, 1853. 

North  Andover,  April  7, 1855. 
K  South  Dan  vers  (May  18, 1855). 
(  Peabody  after  April  13, 1868. 

Merrimac,  April  11,  1876. 


County  of  Franklin. 

The  county  of  Franklin  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  June  24, 1811,  which  went  into  efifect  Dec.  2, 1811.  The  boun- 
daries as  described  included  the  towns  of :  — 


Ashfield. 

Bernardston. 

Buckland. 

Charlemont. 

Colrain. 

Conway. 

Deerfield. 

Gill. 


Greenfield. 
Hawley. 
Heath. 
Leverett. 
Ley den. 
Montague. 
New  Salem. 
Northfield. 


Orange. 

Rowe. 

Shelbnme. 

Shutesbury. 

Sunderland. 

Warwick. 

Wendell. 

Whately. 


The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Monroe,  Feb.  21, 1822. 
Erving,  April  17, 1838. 

County  of  Hampden. 

The  county  of  Hampden  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  Feb.  25, 1812,  which  went  into  effect  Aug.  1, 1812.  As  originally 
constituted,  it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 


Springfield. 

Longmeadow. 

Wilbraham. 

Monson. 

Holland. 

Brimfield. 

South  Brimfield  (afterward  Wales). 

Palmer. 

Ludlow. 


West  Springfield. 

Westfield. 

Montgomery. 

Russell. 

Blandford. 

Granville. 

South  wick. 

Tolland. 

Chester. 


The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Wales  (formerly  South  Brimfield),  Feb.  20, 1828. 

Chicopee,  April  29,  1848. 

Holyoke,  March  14, 1850. 

Agawam,  May  17,  1855. 

Hampden,  March  28,  1878. 

East  Longmeadow,  May  19, 1894. 
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County  of  Hampshire. 

The  county  of  Hampshire  was  established  by  order  of  the  Greneral 
Court,  May  7,  1662  (Mass.  Rec.,  Vol.  IV.,  Part  2,  p.  62)  and  included 
the  towns  of  Springfield,  Northampton,  and  Hadley.  The  bounds  were 
described  as  follows :  "  The  bounds  or  Ijimitts  on  the  south  to  be  the 
south  Ijne  of  the  pattent,  the  extent  of  other  bounds  to  be  full  thirty 
miles  distant  from  any  or  either  of  the  foresaid  tounes.^  Springfield 
was  to  be  the  shire  town,  and  the  courts  were  "  to  be  kept  one  time  at 
Springfeild  &  another  time  at  Northampton ;  the  like  order  to  be  ob- 
served for  their  shire  meetings,  that  is  to  say,  one  yeere  at  one  toune  & 
the  next  yeare  at  the  other,  from  time  to  tjme."  As  originally  consti- 
tuted, it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Springfield,  June  2, 1641 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1, 1812. 
Northampton,  May  14, 1656. 
Hadley.  May  22, 1661. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Westfield,  May  19, 1669 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1, 1812. 
Hatfield,  May  31, 1670. 
Brookfield,  Oct.  16, 1673 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July 

10, 1731. 
Suffield,  June  3, 1674  (formerly  Southfield ;  set  off  to  Connecticut 

May-,  1749). 
Deerfield,  Oct.  22, 1677 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Northfield,  Feb.  22, 1714 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2, 1811. 
Sunderland,  Nov.  12, 1718 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2, 1811. 
Brim  field,  Aug.  16, 1722 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1,  1812. 
Sheffield,  June  22, 1733 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County  June 

30,1761. 
Somers,  July  4, 1734;  set  off  to  Connecticut  May  -,  1749. 

S  Arlington. 
Winchester  after  June  16, 1739 ;  set  off  to  New  Hampshire. 
Stockbridge,  June  22,  1739;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County 

June  30, 1761. 
Blandford,  April  10, 1741 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1,  1812. 
Pelham,  Jan.  16, 1743. 
Palmer,  Jan.  30, 1762 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1. 

1812. 
Southampton,  Jan.  6, 1763. 
South  Hadley,  April  12, 1763. 
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/'Pocasset,  and 
<  Punkatest. 

C  Tiverton  after  June  14,  1694,  restored  to  Rhode  Island  by  Royal 
decree  May  28, 1746. 

**  And  all  such  Places,  Towns,  and  Villages  as  are  or  may  be  settled 
on  such  lands." 

Within  the  limits  of  these  Places,  Towns,  and  Villages  the  following 
towns  have  been  formed :  — 

Attleborough,  Oct.  19,  1694. 

Norton,  March  17, 1710. 

Dighton,  May  30,  1712. 

Easton,  Dec.  21,  1725. 

Raynham,  April  2,  1731. 

Berkley,  April  18,  1735. 

Mansfield,  April  26,  1770. 

New  Bedford,  Feb.  23, 1787. 

Westport,  July  2, 1787. 

Somerset  (formerly  Sowammit),Feb.  20, 1790. 

Fairhaven,  Feb.  22,  1812. 

Seekonk,  Feb.  26,  1812. 

Wellington,  June  9, 1814,  united  with  Dighton  Feb.  22,  1826. 
/-Fall  River  (Feb.  26,  1803). 
^Troy  (June  18,1804). 
(Fall  River,  Feb.  12,1834. 

Acushnet,  Feb.  13,  1860. 

North  Attleborough,  June  14,  1887. 

County  of  Dukes  County, 

The  county  of  Dukes  County  is  peculiar  in  its  name,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  the  only  county  in  which  the  word  county  twice  appears.  It  was  first 
established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  Nov.  1,  1683, 
in  these  words :  "  Dukes  County  so  contayns  the  Island  of  Nantucket, 
Martinis  Vineyard,  Elizabeth  Island  and  nomans  land."  By  the  Prov- 
ince Charter  in  1692  (Pro v.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  9)  the  "  Isles  of  Cappawock 
and  Nantukett  near  Cape  Cod  "  were  granted  to  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay.  The  **  Island  of  Cappawock,  alias  Martha^s  Vineyard,"  is 
referred  to  in  an  act  of  June  13,  1693  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  117),  and 
June  22,  1695  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  I.,  p.  216),  it  was  ordered  that  "  The 
Islands  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  Elsabeth  Islands,  the  islands  called  No- 
man^s  Land,  and  all  the  dependencies  formerly  belonging  to  Dukes  County 
(the  Island  of  Nantucket  onely  excepted)  shall  be, remain  and  continue  to 
be  one  county  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  by  the  name  of  Dukes  County." 
The  county  as  originally  constituted  contained  the  towns  of:  — 

Chilmark,'  Sept.  14, 1694. 
Edgartown,  July  8,  1671. 
Tisbury,  July  8,  1671. 

>  Chilmark  appears  in  the  tax  act  at  this  time,  altboagh  not  antil  Oct.  90, 1714,  ii 
**  The  Mannonr  of  Tisbary  commonly  called  Chilmark"  given  the  powera  of  a  town. 
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The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Gay  Head,  May  28,  1856. 
Gosnold,  March  17, 1864. 
Cottage  City,  Feb.  17,  1880. 
West  Tisbury,  April  28,  1892. 

County  of  Essex. 

The  county  of  Essex  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court,  May  10, 1643  (Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  I.,  p.  88),  by  which  "The  whole 
plantation  w^in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires.'^  As 
originally  constituted  it  comprised :  — 

Salem,  Aug.  23,  1630. 
Lynn,  Nov.  20,  1637. 
Enon  (afterward  Wenham). 
Ipswich,  Aug.  6,  1634. 
Rowley,  Sept.  4, 1639. 
Newbury,  May  6,  1635. 
Gloucester,  May  18, 1642. 
Cochicawick  (afterward  Andover). 

When  the  original  Norfolk  County  became  extinct,  Feb.  4, 1680,  the 
following  places  were  annexed  to  Essex  County :  — 

Salisbury,  Oct.  7, 1640. 
Haverhill,  June  2,  1641. 
Amesbury,  May  27, 1668. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Wenham,  Sept.  7, 1643  (formerly  Enon). 

Manchester,  May  14,  1645. 

Andover,  May  6, 1646  (formerly  Cochicawick). 

Topsfield,  Oct.  18,  1648. 

Marblehead,  May  2,  1649. 

Beverly,  Oct.  14, 1668. 

Bradford,  Oct.  13, 1675;  annexed  to  Haverhill,  Jan.  4, 1897. 

Boxford,  Sept.  14,  1694. 

Methuen,  Dec.  8, 1725. 

Middleton,  June  20, 1728. 

Danvers,  Jan.  28, 1752. 

Newburyport,  Jan.  28, 1764. 

Lynnfield,  July  3, 1782. 

Hamilton,  June  21, 1793. 

Saugus,  Feb.  17,  1815. 

Essex,  Feb.  15, 1819. 
J  Parsons  (Feb.  18, 1819). 
(  West  Newbury  after  June  14, 1820. 

Georgetown,  April  21,  1838. 

Rockport.  Feb.  27,  1840. 
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Lawrence,  April  17, 1847. 

GroTeland,  March  8, 1850. 

Swampscott,  May  21, 1852. 

Nahant,  March  29, 1858. 

North  Andover,  April  7, 1855. 
K  South  Dan  vers  (May  18, 1855). 
i  Peabody  after  April  13,  1868. 

Merrimac,  April  11,  1876. 


County  of  Franklin. 

The  county  of  Franklin  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  June  24, 1811,  which  went  into  efifect  Dec.  2, 1811.  The  boun- 
daries as  described  included  the  towns  of :  — 


Ashfield. 

Bernardston. 

Buckland. 

Charlemont. 

Colrain. 

Conway. 

Deerfield. 

Gill. 


Greenfield. 
Hawley. 
Heath. 
Leverett. 
Ley den. 
Montague. 
New  Salem. 
Northfield. 


Orange. 

Rowe. 

Shelbnme. 

Shutesbory. 

Sunderland. 

Warwick. 

Wendell. 

Whately. 


The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Monroe,  Feb.  21, 1822. 
Erving,  April  17, 1838. 

County  of  Hampden, 

The  county  of  Hampden  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  Feb.  25, 1812,  which  went  into  effect  Aug.  1, 1812.  As  originally 
constituted,  it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 


Springfield. 

Longmeadow. 

Wilbraham. 

Monson. 

Holland. 

Brimfield. 

South  Brimfield  (afterward  Wales). 

Palmer. 

Ludlow. 


West  Springfield. 

Westfield. 

Montgomery. 

Russell. 

Blandford. 

Granville. 

South  wick. 

Tolland. 

Chester. 


The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Wales  (formerly  South  Brimfield),  Feb.  20, 1828. 

Chicopee,  April  29,  1848. 

Holyoke,  March  14, 1850. 

Agawam,  May  17,  1855. 

Hampden,  March  28,  1878. 

East  Longmeadow,  May  19, 1894. 
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County  of  Hampshire, 

The  county  of  Hampshire  was  established  by  order  of  the  General 
Court,  May  7,  1662  (Mass.  Rec.,  Vol.  FV.,  Part  2,  p.  62)  and  included 
the  towns  of  Springfield,  Northampton,  and  Hadley.  The  bounds  were 
described  as  follows :  "  The  bounds  or  Ijimitts  on  the  south  to  be  the 
south  Ijne  of  the  pattent,  the  extent  of  other  bounds  to  be  full  thirty 
miles  distant  from  any  or  either  of  the  foresaid  tounes.^  Springfield 
was  to  be  the  shire  town,  and  the  courts  were  "  to  be  kept  one  time  at 
Springfeild  &  another  time  at  Northampton ;  the  like  order  to  be  ob- 
served for  their  shire  meetings,  that  is  to  say,  one  yeere  at  one  tonne  & 
the  next  yeare  at  the  other,  from  time  to  tjme.^*  As  originally  consti- 
tuted, it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Springfield,  June  2, 1641 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1, 1812. 
Northampton,  May  14, 1656. 
Hadley,  May  22, 1661. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Westfield,  May  19, 1669 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1, 1812. 
Hatfield,  May  31, 1670. 
Brookfield,  Oct.  15, 1673 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July 

10, 1731. 
Suffield,  June  3, 1674  (formerly  Southfield ;  set  off  to  Connecticut 

May-,  1749). 
Deerfield,  Oct.  22, 1677 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Northfield,  Feb.  22, 1714 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2, 1811. 
Sunderland,  Nov.  12, 1718 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2. 1811. 

Brimfield,  Aug.  16, 1722 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1. 1812. 

Sheffield,  June  22, 1733 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County  June 

30,1761. 
Somers,  July  4, 1734 ;  set  off  to  Connecticut  May  -,  1749. 

S  Arlington. 
Winchester  after  June  16, 1739 ;  set  off  to  New  Hampshire. 
Stockbridge,  June  22,  1739;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County 

June  30,  1761. 
Blandford,  April  10, 1741 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1,  1812. 
Pelham,  Jan.  15, 1743. 
Palmer,  Jan.  30, 1752 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1. 

1812. 
Southampton,  Jan.  5, 1753. 
South  Hadley,  April  12, 1763. 
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Greenfield,  June  9,  1753 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  Coanfj  Dec. 

2, 1811. 
New  Salem,  June  15, 1753 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  Ck>unty  Dec. 

2, 1811. 
Montague,  Jan.  25, 1754 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2. 1811. 

Granville,  Jan.  25, 1754 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  Coanty  Aug. 

1. 1812. 

Greenwich,  April  20,  1754. 

Amherst,  Feb.  13, 1759. 

New  Marlborough,  June  15,  1759;   incorporated  in   Berkshire 

County  June  30, 1761. 
Egremont,  Feb.  13, 1760 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  Connfy  June 

30, 1761. 
Monson,  April  28, 1760 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1, 1812. 
Pittsfield,  April  21, 1761 ;  incorporated  in  Berkshire  County  June 

30, 1761. 
Belchertown,  June  30, 1761. 
Colrain,  June  30, 1761 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  Coanty  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Shutesbury,  June  30, 1761 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2, 1811. 
Ware,  Nov.  25, 1761. 
Bernardston,  March  6,  1762;  incorporated  in  Franklin  Coanty 

Dec.  2, 1811. 
Chesterfield,  June  11, 1762. 
South  Brimfield,  Sept.  18,  1762;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 

Aug.  1, 1812. 
Warwick,  Feb.  17, 1763 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2» 

1811. 
Wilbraham,  June  15,  1763;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 

Aug.  1,  1812. 
Charlemont,  June  21, 1765 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2, 1811. 
Ashfield,  June  21, 1765 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County,  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Conway,  June  17,  1767 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  3 

1811. 
Granby,  June  11,  1768. 
Shelbume,  June  21,  1768;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2. 1811. 
Worthington,  June  30, 1768. 

Southwick,  Nov.  7,  1770 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug. 

1. 1812. 

Whately,  April  24,  1771;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2,  1811. 
Williamsburg,  April  24,  1771. 
West  Springfield,  Feb.  23, 1774 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 

Aug.  1, 1812. 
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Ludlow,  Feb.  28, 1774;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 

1812. 
Leverett,  March  6, 1774 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2, 1811. 
Westhampton,  Sept.  29,  1778. 
Buckland,  April  14, 1779 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec. 

2,  1811. 
Cummington,  June  23,  1779. 
Montgomery,  Nov.  28,  1780;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 

Aug.  1, 1812. 
Wendell,  May  8, 1781 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Goshen,  May  14, 1781. 
/-Murrayfield  (Oct.  31, 1765). 

)  Chester  after  Feb.  21,  1783 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County 
(     Aug.  1, 1812. 
Middlefield,  March  12, 1783. 
Holland,  July  5, 1783 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 

1812. 
Longmeadow,  Oct.  13, 1783. 
Orange,  Oct.  16,  1783;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Leyden,  March  12, 1784 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Rowe,  Feb.  9, 1785 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 1811. 
Heath,  Feb.  14,  1785 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Plainfield,  March  16, 1785. 
Easihampton,  June  17, 1785. 
Hawley,  Feb.  6,  1792 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  2, 

1811. 
Russell,  Feb.  25, 1792 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 

1812. 
Gill,  Sept.  28, 1793 ;  incorporated  in  Franklin  County,  Dec.  2, 1811. 
Tolland,  June  14, 1810 ;  incorporated  in  Hampden  County  Aug.  1, 

1812. 
Enfield,  Feb.  15, 1816. 
Prescott,  Jan.  28, 1822. 
^  Norwich  (June  29,  1778). 
i  Huntington  after  March  9, 1855. 

County  of  Middlesex. 

The  county  of  Middlesex  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court,  May  10,  1643  (Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  I.,  p.  38),  by  which  "The  whole 
plantation  w*Mn  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."  As  origi- 
nally constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Charlestown,  Aug.  23, 1630 ;  annexed  to  Suffolk  Jan.  5,  1874. 
Watertown,  Sept.  7,  1630. 
Medford,  Sept.  28, 1630. 
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Concord,  Sept.  8, 1635. 

Lynn  Village  (afterward  Reading). 

Cambridge,  Sept.  8, 1636. 

Sudbury,  Sept.  4,  1639. 

Woburn,  Sept.  27, 1642. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Reading,  May  29, 1644  (formerly  Lynn  Village). 

Maiden,  May  2,  1649. 

Lancaster,*  May  18,  1653 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester 
County  July  10,  1731. 

Groton,  May  29, 1655. 

Chelmsford,  May  29, 1655. 

Billerica,  May  29,  1655. 

Marlborough,  May  31, 1660. 

Sherborn,  Oct.  7,  1674. 

Framingham,  Oct.  13, 1675. 

Natick,  April  16, 1679. 

Dunstable,  Oct.  13, 1680. 

Stow,  May  16, 1683. 

Worcester,  Oct.  15,  1684 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester 
County  July  10,  1731. 

Newton,  Dec.  15, 1691. 

Dracut,  Feb.  26, 1701. 

Weston,  Jan.  1, 1713. 

Leicester,  Feb.  15, 1718;  incorporated  in  Worcester 
County  July  10, 1731. 

Rutland,  Feb.  23,  1713;  incorporated  in  Worcester 
County  July  10, 1731. 

Lexington,  March  20, 1713. 

Littleton,  Dec.  3,  1715. 

Hopkinton,  Dec.  13, 1715. 

Westborough,  Nov.  18, 1717 ;  incorporated  in  Worces- 
ter County  July  10,  1731. 

Shrewsbury,  Dec.  6,  1720 ;  incorporated  in  Worces- 
ter County  July  10,  1731. 

Holliston,  Dec.  3, 1724. 

Stoneham,  Dec.  17,  1725. 

Southborough,  July  6, 1727. 

Lunenburg,  Aug.  1, 1728 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester 
County  July  10,  1731. 

Westford,  Sept.  23,  1729. 

Bedford,  Sept.  23,  1729. 

Wilmington,  Sept.  25, 1730. 

Townsend,  June  29,  1732. 

Tewksbury,  Dec.  17,  1734. 

1  The  names  Prescott,  West  Towne,  and  Lancaster  were  all  giren  to  the  plantation 
of  Nashaway  on  the  same  date,  bat  the  name  Lancaster  has  sarviTed. 
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Acton,  July  3, 1736. 

Waltham,  Jan.  4, 1738. 

Shirley,  Jan.  6, 1763. 

Pepperell,  April  12, 1763. 

Lincoln,  April  19, 1764. 

Carlisle  (District  of),  April  19,  1764;  annexed  to 
Concord  Oct.  6,  1766. 

Ashby,  March  6, 1767. 

Carlisle,  April  28, 1780. 

Boxborough,  Feb.  25,  1783. 

Tyngsborough,  June  22,  1789. 

Burlington,  Feb.  28,  1799. 

Brighton,  Feb.  24,  1807 ;  annexed  to  Suflfolk  County 
Jan.  5,  1874. 

Lowell,  March  1, 1826. 
J  East  Sudbury  (April  10, 1780). 
i  Wayland  after  March  11, 1835. 

Somerville,  March  3, 1842. 

Ashland,  March  16, 1846. 

Winchester,  April  30, 1860. 

Melrose,  May  3,  1850. 

North  Reading,  March  22, 1853. 

Belmont,  March  18, 1859. 

Hudson,  March  19, 1866. 
K  West  Cambridge  (Feb.  27, 1807). 
i  Arlington  after  April  30, 1867. 
^  South  Reading  (Feb.  25, 1812). 
(  Wakefield  after  June  30, 1868. 

Everett,  March  9, 1870. 

Ayer,  Feb.  14, 1871. 

Maynard,  April  19, 1871. 

County  of  Nantucket 

The  **  Island  of  Nantucket  ^*  was  until  June  22, 1695,  included  in  the 
county  of  Dukes  County  (see  County  of  Dukes  County).  On  that  day 
it  was  ordered  that  the  Island  of  Nantucket  should  be  excepted  from 
the  islands  continuing  in  that  county.  Nantucket  was  **  to  remain  under 
the  same  forme  of  government  as  is  already  there  setled,^^  and  appeals 
from  judgments  in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  were  to  be 
heard  at  Boston.  No  act  is  found  establishing  the  county  of  Nantucketi 
but  it  is  frequently  referred  to  in  the  printed  laws  under  that  name 
until  by  an  act  of  Feb.  19,  1765,  a  time  was  fixed  for  holding  court 
**  within  and  for  the  County  of  Nantucket.*^  It  seems  proper,  there- 
fore, to  consider  that  whatever  "  forme  of  government "  partook  of  a 
county  form  should  date  from  the  time  the  island  was  taken  out  of  the 
county  of  Dukes  County,  June  22, 1695.  The  only  town  on  the  island 
at  that  time  was :  — 

J  Sherburne  (June  27, 1687). 
c  Nantucket  after  June  8, 1795. 
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*  County  of  Norfolk,    (Original.') 

The  first  county  of  Norfolk  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  May  10,  1648  (Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  I.,  p.  38),  by  which  "The 
whole  plantation  w*^in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires."  As 
originally  constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Salisbury,  Oct.  7, 1640 ;  annexed  to  Essex  County  Feb.  4,  1680. 
Hampton,  included  in  New  Hampshire  Jan.  22, 1680. 
Haverhill,  June  2, 1641 ;  annexed  to  Essex  County  Feb.  4, 1680. 
Exeter,  included  in  New  Hampshire  Jan.  22, 1680. 
Dover,  included  in  New  Hampshire  Jan.  22, 1680. 
Strawberry   Bank   (afterward    Portsmouth),   included   in   New 
Hampshire  Jan.  22,  1680. 

The  place  afterward  formed  was :  — 

Amesbury,  May  27, 1668 ;  annexed  to  Essex  County  Feb.  4, 1680. 

County  of  Norfolk, 

The  county  of  Norfolk,  the  second  of  the  name  in  the  State,  was  es- 
tablished by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  March  26,  1793,  which 
went  into  effect  June  20,  1793.  "All  the  territory  of  the  county  of 
Suffolk  not  comprehended  within  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Chelsea^ 
was  "  formed  and  erected ""  into  the  county  of  Norfolk ;  but  on  the  day 
the  act  took  effect  an  act  was  passed  continuing  Hingham  and  Hull  in 
Suffolk  County.    As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Dorchester,  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan.  3, 1870. 
Roxbury,  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan.  5, 1868. 
Weymouth.  Needham.  Cohasset. 

Dedham.  Med  way.  Franklin. 

Brain  tree.  Bellingham.  Foxborough. 

Medfield.  Walpole.  Dover. 

Milton.  Stoughton.  Quincy. 

Wrentham.  Sharon.  Randolph. 

Brookline. 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Canton,  Feb.  23,  1797. 

West  Roxbury,  March  24,  1851 ;  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan. 

5,  1874. 
Hyde  Park,  April  22, 1868. 
Norfolk,  Feb.  23,  1870. 
Norwood,  Feb.  23, 1872. 
Holbrook,  Feb.  29,  1872. 
Wellesley,  April  6,  1881. 
Millis.  Feb.  24, 1885. 
Avon,  Feb.  21, 1888. 
Westwood,  April  2,  1897. 
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County  of  Plymouth, 

The  county  of  Plymouth  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Plymouth,  June  2,  1685  (Ply.  Col. 
Laws,  edit.  1836,  p.  296).    As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised :  — 

Plymouth, ,  1620. 

Duxbury,  Juno  7,  1637. 
Scituate,  July  1, 1633. 
Marshfield,  Mar.  1,  1642. 
Bridgewater,  June  3, 1666. 
Middleborough,  June  1,  1669. 

"  Together  with  all  such  places  and  villages  that  do  or  may  lye  be- 
tween the  said  Towns  and  the  Patent  Line.^^ 

Within  these  limits  the  following  places  have  been  formed :  — 

Plympton,  June  4, 1707. 

Pembroke,  Mar.  21, 1712. 

Abington,  June  10,  1712. 

Kingston,  June  16, 1726. 

Hanover,  June  14, 1727. 

Halifax,  July  4, 1734. 

Wareham,  July  10, 1739. 

Carver,  June  9, 1790. 

Hanson,  Feb  22,  1820. 

West  Bridgewater,  Feb.  16, 1822. 

East  Bridgewater,  June  14, 1823. 

Marion,  May  14,  1862. 

Lakeville,  May  13, 1863. 

Mattapoisett,  May  20, 1867. 
J  North  Bridgewater  (June  16,  1821). 
I  Brockton  after  May  6, 1874. 

Rockland,  May  9, 1874. 
^  South  Abington  (March  4, 1876). 
\  Whitman  after  May  3,  1886. 

South  Scituate  (Feb.  14, 1849). 

Norwell  after  March  6,  1888. 


! 


Rochester  was  set  off  from  Barnstable  County  to  Plymouth  County, 
Nov.  19,  1707. 

Hingham  was  set  off  from  Suffolk  County  to  Plymouth  County,  June 
18,  1803. 

Hull  was  set  off  from  Suffolk  County  to  Plymouth  County,  June  18, 
1803. 

County  of  Suffolk, 

The  county  of  Suffolk  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  General 
Court  May  10, 1643  (Mass.  Rec  ,  Vol.  I.,  p.  88),  by  which  "The  whole 
plantation  w^in  this  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  four  sheires.^  As  orig- 
inally constituted,  it  comprised :  — 
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Boston,  Sept.  7, 1630. 

Dorchester,  Sept.  7, 1630 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  Coanty  Jnne 

20, 1793;  annexed  to  Suffolk  Coanty  Jan.  S,  1870. 
Roxbury,  Sept.  26, 1630 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793 ;  annexed  to  Suffolk  County  Jan:  5, 1868. 
Dedham,  Sept.  8,  1636 ;  incorporated  in  Noi*folk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Brain  tree,  May  13, 1640 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Weymouth,  Sept.  2, 1635 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  Coanty  June 

20,  1793. 
Hingham,  Sept.  2, 1635 ;  annexed  to  Plymouth  County  June  18, 1803. 
Nantasket  (afterward  Hull). 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Hull  (formerly  Nantasket), May  29, 1644;  annexed  to  Plymouth 

County  June  18,  1803. 
Medfield,  May  22, 1650 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  Jane  20, 

1793. 
Milton,  May  7,  1662;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  Coanty  June  20, 

1793. 
Mendon,  May  15, 1667 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  Coan^  Joly 

10, 1731. 
Wrentham,  Oct.  15, 1673 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  Coanty  Jane 

20, 1793. 
Woodstock, ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July  10, 

1731. 
Oxford,  May  31, 1693 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July  10, 

1731. 
Brookline,  Nov.  13, 1705 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  Coanty  Jane 

20, 1793. 
Needbam,  Nov.  5,1711 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  Jane  20, 

1793. 
Mod  way,  Oct.  24, 1713 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  Coanty  Jane  20, 

1793. 
Sutton,  Oct.  28, 1714 ,  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July  10, 

1781. 
liHJlinghani,  Nov.  27,  1719;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20,  1793. 
Wulpolfl,  Dec.  10,  1724;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  Jane 

20.  1798. 
Stoughton,  Dec.  22,  1726;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20.  1793. 
Uxbridgti,  June  27, 1727 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  Joly 

10,  1731. 
Chelsea,  Jan.  10, 1739. 
Cohasset,  April  26, 1770 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  Jane 

90,  1793. 
Franklin,  Maroh  2, 1778 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  Coanty  Jane 

80, 1708. 
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Foxborough,  June  10, 1778 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20,  1798. 
^Stoughtonhara  (June  21, 1766). 

s  Sharon,  after  Feb.  26, 1783 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
^     20,  1793. 
Dover,  July  7,  1784;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Quincy,  Feb.  22, 1792 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Randolph,  March  9, 1793 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20,  1793. 
Winthrop,  March  27, 1852. 
^  North  Chelsea  (March  19,  1846). 
I  Revere  after  April  3,  1871. 

Brighton  was  set  off  from  Middlesex  County  to  Suffolk  County,  Jan. 
6,  1874. 

Charlestown  was  set  off  from  Middlesex  County  to  Suffolk  County, 
Jan.  6, 1874. 

West  Roxbury  was  set  off  from  Norfolk  County  to  Suffolk  County, 
Jan.  6, 1874. 

County  of  Worcester, 

The  county  of  Worcester  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  April  2, 1731,  which  took  effect  July  10, 1731  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol. 
II.,  p  684).    As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Worcester. 

Lancaster. 

Westborough. 

Shrewsbury. 

Southborough. 

Leicester. 

Rutland. 

Lunenburg. 

Mendon. 

Woodstock,  set  off  to  Connecticut  May  -,  1749. 

Oxford. 

Sutton. 

Hassanamisco  (afterward  Grafton). 

Uxbridge. 

!"  The  land  lately  granted  to  several  petitioners  of  Medfield." 
New  Medfield  (afterward  Sturbridge). 
Brookfield. 

"  The  south  town  laid  out  to  the  Narragansett  soldiers  "  (after- 
ward Westminster). 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Dudley,  Feb.  2,  1732. 

Harvard,  June  29,  1732. 

Grafton,  April  18, 1736  (formerly  Hassanamisco). 
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Boston,  Sept.  7, 1630. 

I>in:be5ter,  Sept.  7, 16S0 ;  iDcorponted  in  Xorfolk  Coantj  Jnae 

20,  1793;  annexed  to  Suffolk  Coantr  Jsd.  S,  1870. 
Roxbary,  Sept.  26, 1630 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  CoantT  Jane  5*. 

1793;  annexed  to  Suffolk  Connty  Jan.  5.  l^fie^. 
Dedham,  Sept.  8,  1636 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  CouDtr  June  ^. 

1793. 
Braintree,  May  13, 1640 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  Coonty  June  i\ 

1793. 
Weymouth,  Sept  2, 1635 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  Coanty  Jane 

20,  1793. 
Hingbam,  Sept  2, 1635 ;  annexed  to  Plymouth  Coantr  Jane  l^,l!y!iS 
Xantasket  (afterward  Hull). 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Hull  (formerly  Nantasket),May  29, 1644;  annexed  to  Plymouth 

County  June  18.  1803. 
Medfield,  May  22, 1650 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  ^. 

1793. 
Milton,  May  7,  1662 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Mendon,  May  15, 1667 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  Comity  Jolj 

10,  1731. 
Wrentham,  Oct.  15,  1673 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  Jaoe 

20,  1793. 
Woodstock, ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July  10. 

1731. 
Oxford,  May  31, 1693 ;  incorporated  in  Worcester  County  July  10, 

1731. 
Brookline,  Nov.  13,  1705;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20,  1793. 
Needham,  Nov.  5, 1711 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Medway,  Oct.  24,  1713 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  2<}, 

1793. 
Sutton,  Oct.  28, 1714  ,  incorporated  in  AVorcestcr  County  July  10, 

1731. 
Bellinghani,  Nov.  27,  1719;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20,  1793. 
Walpole,  Dec.  10,  1724 ;   incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20,  1793. 
Stoughton,  Dec.  22,  1726;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20,  1793. 
Uxl)ridge,  June  27, 1727 ;  incorporated  in  AVorcester  County  July 

10,  1731. 
Chelsea,  Jan.  10, 1739. 
Cobasset,  April  26,  1770 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20,  1793. 
Franklin,  March  2, 1778;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  Coanty  June 

20, 1793. 
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Foxborough,  June  10, 1778 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
20, 1793. 
^Stoughtonham  (June  21,  1765). 

\  Sharon,  after  Feb.  25, 1783 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 
^     20,  1793. 
Dover,  July  7,  1784;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Quincy,  Feb.  22, 1792 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June  20, 

1793. 
Randolph,  March  9, 1793 ;  incorporated  in  Norfolk  County  June 

20, 1793. 
Winthrop,  March  27, 1852. 
J  North  Chelsea  (March  19,  1846). 
I  Revere  after  April  3,  1871. 

Brighton  was  set  off  from  Middlesex  County  to  Suffolk  County,  Jan. 
5,  1874. 

Charlestown  was  set  off  from  Middlesex  County  to  Suffolk  County, 
Jan.  5, 1874. 

West  Roxbury  was  set  off  from  Norfolk  County  to  Suffolk  County, 
Jan.  5, 1874. 

County  of  Worcester. 

The  county  of  Worcester  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  April  2, 1731,  which  took  effect  July  10, 1731  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol. 
II.,  p  584).    As  originally  constituted,  it  comprised  the  towns  of :  — 

Worcester. 

Lancaster. 

Westborough. 

Shrewsbury. 

Southborough. 

Leicester. 

Rutland. 

Lunenburg. 

Mendon. 

Woodstock,  set  off  to  Connecticut  May  -,  1749. 

Oxford. 

Sutton. 

Hassanamisco  (afterward  Grafton). 

Uxbridge. 

S"  The  land  lately  granted  to  several  petitioners  of  Medfield." 
New  Medfield  (afterward  Sturbridge). 
Brookfield 

"  The  south  town  laid  out  to  the  Narragansett  soldiers "  (after- 
ward Westminster). 

The  places  afterward  formed  were :  — 

Dudley,  Feb.  2,  1732. 

Harvard,  June  29,  1732. 

Grafton,  April  18, 1736  (formerly  Hassanamisco). 
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Towns  which  have  been  included  in  More  than  One  OotMty  —  Got 


Town. 

Original  County. 

Date. 

Later  Oonnty. 

Dsts. 

Leydra,     . 

EUtmpablre, 

Mar. 

12,1784, 

FrmakliD,    • 

Dee.     \ 

Ludlow,     . 

Hampeblre, 

Feb. 

28, 1774, 

HampdAB,  . 

Aug.     1 

Lunenburg, 

Middlesex, 

Aug. 

1.1728, 

Woreerter, 

July          IB. 

Medfleld,    .       .       . 

Buffolk,      . 

May 

22,1660, 

Norfolk,      . 

Jane    ■ 

Medway,    . 

Suffolk, 

Oct. 

24,  1718, 

Norfolk, 

Jue 

Mendon,     . 

Suffolk, 

May 

16, 1M7, 

Woroeater, 

Joly    n. 

Hilton,       .       .       . 

Buffolk, 

May 

7,1882, 

Norfolk,      . 

June 

Monion,     . 

Hampeblre, 

AprU 

28, 1780, 

Hampden,  . 

Ang.     1, 

Montague, . 

Hampablre, 

Jan. 

26,1764, 

Franklin,    . 

Dee.      2 

Montgomery, 

Hampiblre, 

Not. 

28, 1780, 

Hampdon,  . 

Ang.      1 

Needham,  .       • 

Buffolk, 

Nov. 

6,  1711. 

Norfolk,     . 

June    20^ 

New  Marlborongb,  . 

Hampshire, 

June 

16, 1760, 

Berkshire, . 

Jane 

New  Salem, 

Hampshire, 

June 

16, 1763, 

Franklin,    . 

Dee.      \ 

Northfield, 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

22, 1714, 

Franklin,    . 

Dee.      2 

Orange, 

Hampshire, 

Oct. 

16, 1788, 

Franklin,    . 

Dee.      2,]tU. 

Oxford, 

Buffolk, 

May 

81, 1093, 

Woreeeter, . 

July     10,1m. 

Palmer, 

Hampshire, 

Jan. 

80, 1762, 

Hampden,  . 

Ang.      1,  ISIt 

Qnlney, 

Buffolk, 

Feb. 

22, 1792, 

Norfolk,     . 

June    SO,  ins. 

Randolph, . 

Suffolk,      . 

Mar. 

9, 1793, 

Norfolk,     . 

June    10,  im. 

Roobester, 

Barnstable, 

June 

4,1886, 

Plymouth,  . 

Nov.     1ft,  \VR. 

Rowe, 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

9,  1786, 

Franklin,    . 

Dec.      2, 18U. 

Roxbnry,! . 

Buffolk, 

May 

10,  1643, 

Norfolk,     . 
Buffolk, 

June    SO,  ITH. 
Jan.       6, 18«. 

RuMeil, 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

26,  1792, 

Hampden,  . 

Ang.      1, 1811 

Ratland,     . 

Middlesex, 

Feb. 

23,  1718, 

Worcester, 

July     10,  mi. 

Baliibnry,  . 

Old  Norfolk,      . 

May 

10, 1643, 

Essex, 

Feb.       4,1W. 

BbaroD, 

Suffolk, 

Feb. 

26,  1783, 

Norfolk,     . 

June    SOy  ins. 

Sbeffleld,    . 

Hampshire, 

June 

22, 1733, 

Berkshire,  . 

June    80,  ITfl. 

Sbelbnrne, 

Hampshire, 

June 

21,  1768, 

Franklin,    . 

Dec.       2, 1811. 

Sbrewsbary, 

Middlesex, . 

Dec. 

6, 1720, 

Worcester, 

July     10,  ini. 

Sbnteabnry, 

Hampshire, 

June 

30, 1761, 

Franklin,    . 

Deo.       2.  mi. 

BoDtb  Brimfleid,* 

Hampshire, 

Sept. 

18, 1762, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug.      1, 1811 

Bontbwick, 

Hampshire, 

Nov. 

7,  1770, 

Aug.      1, 181S* 

Bpringfleld, 

Hampshire, 

May 

7, 1662, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug.      1, 1811 

Btockbrtdge,      . 

Hampshire, 

June 

22, 1789, 

Berkshire, . 

June    ao,  1781. 

Btoaghton, 

Buffolk, 

Dee. 

22, 1726. 

Norfolk,     .       . 

June    90,1118. 

Bnoderland, 

Hampshire, 

Nov. 

12, 1718, 

Franklin,    . 

Dec.       2,1811. 

Button, 

Suffolk, 

Oet. 

28,  1714, 

Worcester, . 

Jnly      10, 178L 

1  Bxtinct. 


*  Afterward  Wales. 
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Ibuma  which  have  been  included 

in  More  than  One  County  - 

-  Concluded. 

To  WW. 

Original  County. 

Date. 

Later  County. 

Date. 

)     Tolland,     . 

Hampshire, 

June 

14,  1810, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 1812. 

Uxbridge,  . 

Suffolk, 

June 

27, 1727, 

Worcester, 

July 

10,  1781. 

Warwick,  . 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

17, 1763. 

Franklin,    . 

Deo. 

2, 1811. 

Walpole,    . 

Suffolk,      . 

Deo. 

10, 1724, 

Norfolk,     .       . 

June 

20, 1798. 

Wendell,    . 

Hampshire, 

May 

8,  1781, 

Franklin,    . 

Dec. 

2, 1811. 

Weatborougb,  . 

Middlesex, 

Nov. 

18, 1717, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 1731. 

Westfleld,  . 

Hampshire, 

May 

19, 1669, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 1812. 

West  Rozbury,! 

Norfolk,     . 

Mar. 

24,  1851, 

Suffolk, 

Jan. 

6, 1874. 

West  Springfield,     . 

Hampshire, 

Feb. 

28, 1774, 

Hampden,  . 

Aug. 

1, 1812. 

Weymouth, 

Suffolk,      . 

May 

10, 1648, 

Norfolk,     .       . 

June 

20, 1798. 

Whately,    . 

Hampshire, 

April 

24, 1771, 

Franklin,    . 

Deo. 

2,  1811. 

Wilbraham, 

Hampshire, 

June 

16, 1763, 

Hami>den,  . 

Aug. 

1, 1812. 

Worcester, 

Middlesex, 

Oct. 

15, 1684, 

Worcester, 

July 

10, 1731. 

Wrentham, 

Suffolk,      . 

Oct. 

15, 1678, 

Norfolk,     . 

June 

20, 1708. 

1  Bxtinet. 
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Under  the  discretionary  jHJwer  given  the  commissioner, 
l)indin;jr  has  lioen  paid  for  from  his  appropriation  for  some  of 
the  towns  where  the  cost  would  have  l>een  a  burden,  or  where 
it  seemed  unjust  to  compel  a  small  town  to  pay  for  binding 
records  jxTtaiuiusr  to  a  large  part  of  its  former  territory,  now 
comprised  in  other  towns. 

Bindinir  by  the  Emery  process  has  been  done  durinc^  the 
year  for  several  of  the  county  offices,  where  more  or  less  of  it 
has  lH?fore  lH?en  done  from  time  to  time,  and  for  the  followins; 
forty-two  towns:  Athol,  Barnstable,  Barre,  Becket,  Belling- 
ham,  Bernardston,  Brookline,  Cohasset,  Dartmouth,  Dou<rl&»t 
Duxbury,  Essex,  Greenfield,  Hadley,  Hatfield,  Holden,  Hub- 
bardston,  ilanchester,  Middleborough,  Monson,  Otis,  Ox- 
ford, Peni,  PhilHpston,  Provincetown,  Rochester,  Royalston, 
Sandwich,  Savoy,  Sharon,  Southampton,  Stockbridge,  Stowe, 
Sudbury,  Sunderland,  Warwick,  Wendell,  Wenham,  West- 
field,  Westminster,  Windsor,  and  Wrentham. 

As  an  example  of  what  can  l)e  done  with  mutilated  records 
illustrations  are  given  of  the  first  volume  of  the  records  of 
Stockbridge,  i>ne  representing  the  book  in  the  condition  when 
found  a  few  years  ago,  and  two  showing  pages  of  the  record 
after  bindinir  in  silk. 

Anuuig  the  records  bound  at  considerable  expense  were  four 
very  dilapidated  volumes  of  the  records  of  the  Proprietors  of 
Rochester,  containing  the  original  lay  out  of  lands  in  the  terri- 
tory now  included  in  Rochester,  Marion,  Mattapoisett,  and 
part  of  Wareham.  That  Rochester  should  l)ear  the  whole 
expense  of  binding  these  did  not  seem  eijuitable,  but  as  there 
was  no  way  in  which  the  cost  could  be  divided,  it  was  i>aid 
from  the  appropriation  for  this  commission. 

As  the  proprietors'  records  appropriately  l)eIong  in  the 
registries  of  deeds,  and  the  State  has  paid  for  putting  these  in 
condition  for  preservation,  it  would  seem  advisable  and  proper 
that  these  be  placed  in  the  registry  of  deeds  at  Plymouth, 
where  they  can  be  accessible  to  persons  interested  in  estates 
in  either  of  the  towns.  About  rive  hundred  plans  of  lands 
recorded  in  these  volumes,  which  will  l>e  put  in  form  for  pres- 
ervation and  reference,  could  also  be  placed  there.    • 
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Under  the  discretionary  power  given  the  commis 
binding  has  been  paid  for  from  his  appropriation  for  s 
the  towns  where  the  cost  would  have  I>een  a  burden,  or 
it  seemed  unjust  to  compel  a  small  town  to  pay  for  bind 
records  pertaining  to  a  large  part  of  its  former  territor 
comprised  in  other  towns. 

Binding  by  the  Emery  process  has  been  done  duri 
year  for  several  of  the  county  offices,  where  more  or  le 
has  before  been  done  from  time  to  time,  and  for  the  fol 
forty-two  towns :  Athol,  Barnstable,  Barre,  Becket,  B 
ham,  Bernardston,  Brookline,  Cohasset,  Dartmouth,  EN 
Duxbury,  Essex,  Greenfield,  Iladley,  Hatfield,  Holden 
bardston,  Manchester,  Middlcborough,  Monson,  Otis 
ford,  Peru,  Phillipston,  Provincetown,  Rochester,  Rov 
Sandwich,  Savoy,  Sharon,  Southampton,  Stockbrid<ye, 
Sudbury,  Sunderland,  Warwick,  Wendell,  Wenham, 
field,  Westminster,  Windsor,  and  Wrentham. 

As  an  example  of  what  can  be  done  with  mutilated  i 
illustrations  are  given  of  the  first  volume  of  the  rec< 
Stockbridge,  one  representing  the  book  in  the  conditio] 
found  a  few  years  ago,  and  two  showing  pages  of  the 
after  binding  in  silk. 

Among  the  records  bound  at  considerable  expense  we 
very  dilai)idated  volumes  of  the  records  of  the  Proprie 
Rochester,  containing  the  original  lay  out  of  lands  in  th^ 
tory  now  included  in  Rochester,  Marion,  Mattapoiset 
part  of  Wareham.  That  Rochester  should  bear  tJie 
exi)ense  of  binding  these  did  not  seem  equitable,  but  ai 
was  no  way  in  which  the  cost  could  be  divided,  it  wi 
from  the  appropriation  for  this  commission. 

As  the  i)ropriet()rs'  records  appro[)riately  belonc 
registries  of  deeds,  and  the  State  has  paid  for  puttino*  tl 
condition  for  preservation,  it  would  seem  advisable  and  i 
that  these  be  placed  in  the  registry  of  deeds  at  Plyi 
where  they  can  be  accessible  to  i)ersons  interested  in  < 
in  either  of  the  towns.  About  five  hundred  plans  of 
recorded  in  these  volumes,  which  will  be  put  in  form  foi 
ervation  and  reference,  could  also  be  placed  there.    • 
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Misplaced  Records. 

The  statute  provides  for  the  recovery  of  public  records  in 
private  custody,  but  there  are  instances  where  certain  records 
are  held  by  a  custodian  of  public  records,  under  a  supposed  or 
doubtful  right.  This  has  occurred  in  some  places  where,  at 
the  time  of  a  division  of  a  town,  the  records  were  in  a  part  of 
the  town  embraced  in  the  new  town.  This  has  resulted  in  the 
commencing  of  new  records  in  both  towns  at  the  time  of 
division,  and  the  retaining  of  the  old  records  in  the  new  town. 
In  other  cases,  records  formerly  kept  by  a  county  officer  at 
his  home  have  drifted  into  a  town  office,  and  have  come  to 
be  considered  the  town  property,  though  properly  belonging 
to  the  county. 

The  records  of  old  Norfolk  County  are  widely  scattered, 
having  apparently  remained  where  they  happened  to  be  at  the 
time  of  the  dissolution  of  the  county.  By  acts  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Legislature  in  1897  that  State  has  taken  jurisdiction 
of  all  the  public  records  of  the  county  found  in  the  State,  and 
they  have  been  placed  in  the  State  Library  at  Concord.  These 
are  mostly  records  originally  kept  in  Portsmouth  or  Dover, 
those  pertaining  to  matters  mostly  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county  apparently  having  remained  in  Massachusetts. 

One  volume  of  these  was  found  by  the  commissioner  with  the 
records  of  Salisbury,  and  contains  a  record  of  the  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  in  Amesbury,  Exeter,  Hampton,  Haverhill, 
and  Salisbury  from  1670  to  1747,  and  a  record  of  deeds  in 
1691  and  1692.  This  was  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition  and 
was  bound  in  silk  without  expense  to  Salisbury,  and  it  would 
seem  proper  that  it  should  be  with  similar  records  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  courts  at  Salem. 

In  the  office  of  the  city  clerk  of  Salem  is  a  volume  originally 
containing,  according  to  the  title-page,  the  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  in  Salem,  Lynn,  Gloucester,  and  Wenham,  returned 
to  the  clerk  of  the  courts  at  Salem,  from  1637  to  1714.  The 
Wenham  record  has  been  torn  out.  This  is  one  of  a  series  of 
the  county  records  and  should  be  placed  in  the  clerk's  office. 
Beverly,  Danvers,  Lynnfield,  Manchester,  part  of  Middleton, 

hant,  Popi-My,  Rockport,  Saugus,  and   Swampscott  were 
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iniz  in  thej?e  qiuiliiication."*  is  best  :5howii  by  ^pecide  stAtemeats. 
In  one  instance  the  ••oDvi-jt  destroyed  the  oriOTUil-  000^*1  >t> 
have  <:hecke<i  with  ink  every  item  copied,  the  check  mark  some- 
times obliteratinir  ii  taint  letter  or  tiimre ;  entries  ha^e  been 
crossed  oat  after  ^einir  c<.'[.ie«i :  the  word  ^'^ copied^  has  been 
written  across  ori^rinal  entries ;  in<iistinct  letters  and  figures 
have  been  written  over  t*)  make  them  ^listinct,  bat  reallv 
changiniz  them  :  *•  wron:£,  see  page  —  tor  duplicate, "^  has  been 
written  when  there  was  no  evidence  which  entry  was  correct, 
yet  the  copy  ct^ntains  but  one ;  pa^es  or  parts  of  pages  that 
were  <iifficult  to  read, '//-  .^eerafi*l  u/tiinportfjaty  have  been  marked 
*'^  not  copied,"  but  no  mention  ot"  the  omission  appeared  in  the 
copy.  (In  one  town  the  record  of  the  names  of  representa- 
tives was  omitted,  the  rei:ord  of  the  Lesrislature  havino:  l>een 
deemed  sufficient. ) 

Egregious  and  senseless  ern)rs  have  been  made  in  the  at- 
tempt to  solve  doubtful  word^,  or  to  make  sense  of  a  sentence 
after  a  doubtful  word  has  been  wrongly  copied.  Failure  to 
discover  for  what  a  wrongly  spelled  word  was  intended,  and 
copying  it  as  something  entirely  different,  and  omitting  or  sub- 
stituting ctipitals  accordinor  to  modem  usage,  have  been  eona- 
mon  errors  and  have  utterly  changed  the  meaning.  Cop^-ing 
but  one  of  the  dates  of  a  double  date  has  made  records  worse 
than  useless,  illejdtimatizins:  births. 

Some  examples  of  what  have  been  found  in  copies,  together 
with  puzzling  words  and  entries  in  originals,  with  which  copy- 
ists are  liable  to  have  to  contend,  are  presented  to  give  force  to 
the  forec:oin«r.  The  ori^rinal  entrv  is  first  iriven,  followed  bv  the 
translation  :  are  —  heir ;  gine  ( copied  give)  — join  ;  natcher  — 
Nashua ;  Leietement  —  illegitimate  ;  a  gomed  —  adjourned ; 
graniarj-man  —  gnind-jury-man  ;  hole  of  the  rats — whole  of 
the  rates  ("taxes )  ;  the  aphis  —  Theophilus ;  Brer  —  Beriah ; 
sale  —  Sally  ;  chicken  —  Chickering  ;  macarrel  —  McCarrell ; 
gorg  lorance  —  George  Lawrence;  Cornell  Quinser — Colonel 

Quincv  ;  winesenite  —  Wednesday  ni«:ht. 

Serious  mistakes  have  l>een  made  by  copying  as  the  surname 
the  occupation  of  a  man,  vvhich  was  often  added  as  a  distinguish- 
ing term,  or  of  misreading  a  word,  as  in  the  following  cases: 
.  .   .  Clarck  —  intended  for  clerk,  but  copied  as  the  surname 
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Clark ;  .  .  .  glover  —  copied  Glover ;  Danill  Billings  Smith 
—  Daniel  Billings,  ''ye  blacksmith"  (mentioned  later)  ;  .  .  . 
and  Abigail  Ballard  ware  published  —  copied  Abigail  Ballard 
Ware  ;  .  .  .  and  Hannah  Coles  Boath  of  .  .  .  —  copied  Han- 
nah Coles  Booth. 

Illustrations  without  number  could  be  presented,  but  the 
foregoing  should  be  suflScient  to  establish  the  fact  that  any 
general  copying  of  the  records,  excepting  under  expert  super- 
vision, would  be  worse  than  useless. 

Public  Record  Office. 

The  statute  requires  the  commissioner  to  report  ' '  such 
recommendations  and  suggestions  as  may  seem  important  for 
the  safety  and  benefit  "  of  the  records.  The  recommendation 
that  a  public  record  oflSce  be  established  would  be  useless,  it 
being  such  a  radical  departure  from  present  methods,  and  one 
involving  so  much  first  cost,  but  as  the  absolute  safety  for,  and 
full  benefit  of,  the  public  records  cannot  be  secured  without  it, 
the  suggestion  is  made  that  some  investigation  be  instituted 
to  ascertain  the  sentiment  in  the  cities  and  towns  regarding  the 
depositing  of  their  early  records,  to  a  date  to  be  determined, 
in  such  an  oflSce.  If  the  prevailing  sentiment  were  against  it 
further  pursuit  of  the  subject  would  be  useless ;  otherwise  the 
matter  might  receive  serious  consideration. 

Existing  conditions  are  in  general  as  follows,  although  some 
of  the  cities  and  towns  are  giving  their  records  proper  care. 
All  the  cities  and  towns  now  have  safes  or  vaults.  If  safes 
they  are  sufficient  for  the  more  important  records,  but  not  for 
minor  ones,  nor  for  the  files  that  are  required  to  be  preserved. 
Moreover,  a  safe  which  the  commissioner  finds,  at  the  time  of 
inspection,  sufficient  security  for  the  records  in  the  building 
where  it  then  is,  may  almost  immediately  be  moved  into 
another,  the  burning  of  which  would  probably  damage,  if  not 
destroy,  the  records. 

If  a  vault  has  been  built  either  a  part  or  all  of  the  records 
are  in  it,  according  to  its  location.  If  located  conveniently  for 
the  clerk  and  most  of  the  town  officers  it  will  contain  all  the 
records,  otherwise  the  records  are  in  various  places.  If  the 
clerk  has  office  hours,  and  the  care  of  the  vault,  it  is  opened 
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daily,  and  is  therefore  dry,  but  as  a  rule  the  vaults  are  not 
opened  oftener  than  weekly,  when  the  selectmen  meet,  and  in 
some  towns  they  are  never  opened  except  when  something 
therein  is  wanted,  or  more  likely  something  is  to  be  stored 
there.  The  consequence  is  that  most  of  the  vaults  are  damp, 
and  in  many  the  mould  is  thick  and  bindings  are  dropping  off. 
In  many,  the  Massachusetts  Term  Reports  and  the  series  of 
Public  Documents  have  been  stored,  when  they  absorb  mois- 
ture, making  it  impossible  to  dry  the  vaults.  (The  word 
"  stored"  is  used  advisedly,  as  they  are  usually  piled  in  >vith- 
out  regard  to  arrangement,  and  it  is  universal  testimony  that 
they  are  never  consulted.)  The  suggestion  is  alwaj'^s  made 
that  they  be  taken  out.  Trunks  and  chests  filled  with  ancient 
files,  and  sometimes  containing  records  supposed  to  be  lost, 
are  found  in  the  vaults,  the  papers  in  the  bottoms  having 
decayed  from  dampness. 

The  earliest  volumes  of  the  records  contain  everything 
which  was  to  be  made  a  matter  of  record, — town  meetings, 
births,  marriages,  deaths,  ear  marks,  valuation  lists,  stray 
beasts,  etc.  These  are  not  indexed,  making  them  of  little 
value  for  reference  in  their  present  condition.  If  copies  have 
been  made,  they  are,  as  has  been  more  fully  set  forth,  more 
than  likely  to  be  inaccurate.  Bindings  are  poor  and  rapidly 
growing  worse. 

The  records  are  not,  as  required  by  the  stiitute,  open  to  the 
public  and  convenient  for  examination  and  reference.  The 
clerks  are  not  properly  compensated  by  the  town  for  the  care 
of  them,  some  receiving  nothing,  some  charging  a  rate  by  the 
day  or  hour  for  the  time  spent  in  making  the  record,  and  some 
having  a  salary,  but  none  but  the  very  few  who,  usually  holding 
some  other  town  office,  keep  office  hours,  are  paid  enough 
to  make  it  reasonable  to  expect  them  to  take  time  from  their 
main  occupations  to  give  to  })ersons  desiring  to  consult  the 
records.  The  town  will  not  vote  a  sufficient  amount  to  main- 
tain a  town  office,  the  citizens  accommodating  themselves  to 
circumstances  when  having  occasion  to  consult  the  clerks  or  the 
record,  and  not  deeming  it  necessary  or  equitable  to  pay  for 
the  accommodation  of  others.  Perhaps  it  is  nearer  the  fact  to 
say  that  the  citizens   know  and  care  little  about  the   reconls, 
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but  know  that  the  clerk  never  has  been  paid  but  a  paltry  sum 
under  the  lax  system  which  has  prevailed,  and  do  not  know 
that  every  year  more  and  more  is  required  of  him  for  which  he 
should  be  paid. 

No  fees  are  prescribed  or  can  be  demanded  for  consulting 
the  records,  which,  however,  must  be  done  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  clerk,  who  is  liable  to  a  penalty  for  allowing  it  to 
be  done  otherwise.  Reasonable  fees  for  copies  can  be  charged, 
but  the  time  spent  in  searching  unindexed,  mutilated,  and  al- 
most illegible  records  in  order  to  make  copies  must  be  so  long 
that  an  estimate  of  the  cost  discourages  the  inquirer,  who  makes 
his  own  search,  taking  the  clerk's  time  without  compensation ; 
or  if  a  copy  is  sent  vnth  a  reasonable  charge  no  fee  is  remitted. 

In  a  public  record  oflSce  all  these  conditions  would  be 
changed.  The  building  would  be  absolutely  fireproof,  and 
under  proper  rules  fire  within  would  be  an  impossibility. 
Decay  of  the  records  would  cease,  and  all  mutilated  ones  would 
be  bound  on  the  premises.  Records  and  papers  would  be  as- 
sorted and  classified  and  indexes  made.  Copying  would  be 
done  by  experts  and  properly  attested,  and  printing  could  be 
properly  supervised. 

With  this  accomplished  the  records  would  for  the  first  time 
be  available,  and  a  particular  record  pertaining  to  any  person, 
or  any  matter,  in  any  part  of  the  State,  could  be  seen,  or  an 
attested  copy  easily  procured  for  a  small  fee.  Long  journeys 
to  find  what  does  not  exist,  or  is  recorded  elsewhere,  need  no 
longer  be  made. 

A  large  majority  of  the  people  have  little  appreciation  of  the 
value  of  the  records,  thinking  their  protection  is  for  the  satis- 
faction of  persons  interested  in  genealogy.  As  it  has  seemed 
necessary  to  require  since  1639  a  record  to  be  kept  of  every 
birth,  marriage,  and  death,  it  would  seem  equally  necessary 
that  the  record  be  preserved.  But  granting  that  these  records 
are  only  for  the  gratification  of  a  few,  there  are  matters  of  all 
sorts  recorded  in  the  records  of  the  towns  which  affect  the 
rights  of  individuals,  corporations,  towns,  cities,  counties,  and 
the  State.  Town  boundaries ;  locations  of  highways ;  allot- 
ments of  land  to  proprietors  which  have  descended  to  heirs, 
without  deeding  or  record  of  transfer ;  rights  of  way ;  riparian 
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rights ;  parish  rights,  and  duties  to  the  town ;  pauper  s 
ments ;  and  many  other  matters  recorded  are  subjects  of  c 
litigation,  which  could  be  easily  and  amicably  settled. 

The  cost  to  the  towns  and  the  State  of  deciding  paupei 
tlements  is  a  considerable  annual  sum.     Towns  attempt 
the  support  of  paupers  on  each  other,  or  combine  to  fix  it 
the  State.     Much  of  this  cost  could  be  saved  if  the  re< 
were  accessible  and  indexed,  as  the  same  quarrels  have 
fought  out  with  other  boards  of  overseers,  and  settlemen 
gaily  established.      Under  present  conditions  no  one   k 
whether  a  record  exists  or  where  it  can  be  found,  but  if,  a 
on  assumption,  search  in  the  dilapidated,  unindexed  recoi 
attempted,  it  is  long  and  expensive. 

Some  plan  for  relieving  the  counties,  cities,  and  towns  c 
accumulation  of  papers  must  be  formulated  before  many  y 
but  the  destruction  of  papers  should  be  carefully  superv 
In  the  towns  there  are  many  important  reports  among  the 
often  accompanied  with  plans,  which  are  only  briefly  all 
to  in  the  records,  and  constitute  the  only  record.  Then 
also  papers  not  actually  part  of  the  files,  and  which  the  toi 
not  required  to  keep,  part  of  which  are  of  general  interesi 
would  contribute  to  the  history  of  the  Commonwealth.  1 
could  be  properly  examined  in  a  public  record  oflSce, 
either  their  destruction  ordered,  or  preservation  secured,  u 
some  such  system  as  prevails  in  the  English  Public  Re 
Office. 

A  national  public  record  office  has  been  advised  by  the 

retaries  of  some  of  the  departments  at  Washington,  and  ha 

approval  of  leading  members  of  Congress.     The  suggesti 

each  year  more  and  more  frequently  made,  both  in  public 

to  the  commissioner,  that  such  an  office  be  established  in 

State,  otherwise  the  subject  would  not  have  been  treats 

such  length. 

Reports  of  the  Commissioner. 

An  increase  of  five  hundred  copies  in  the  number  oi 
annual  reports  is  reconnnended.  In  view  of  the  appar< 
proper  desire  to  reduce  the  amount  of  public  printing  this 
ommendation  is  made  with  some  hesitancy,  but  the  incrc 
number  is  necessary  to  supply  the  demand  of  many  of  th 
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cording  oflScers,  and  to  furnish  copies  to  others  who  would  be 

much  better  informed  in  regard  to  the  law  and  their  duties  if 

they  had  them  at  hand. 

Printing. 

The  following  volumes  of  town  records  have  been  published 
during  the  year  :  — 

Cambridge.  The  Records  of  the  Town  of  Cambridge  (formerly 
Newtowne),  Massachusetts,  1630-1703.  The  Records  of  the  Town 
Meeting,  and  of  the  Selectmen,  comprising  all  of  the  First  Volume  of 
Records,  and  being  Volume  II.  of  the  printed  records  of  the  town. 
Printed  by  order  of  the  city  council  under  the  direction  of  the  city 
clerk.     Cambridge,  1901. 

FiTCHBURG.  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massa- 
chusetts. A  copy  of  a  portion  of  the  records  contained  in  Volume 
III.,  pages  1  to  270,  inclusive,  being  Volume  Four  of  the  printed 
records  of  the  town.  Compiled  by  Walter  A.  Davis,  City  Clerk. 
Fitchburg,  1901. 

Watertown.  Watertown  Records,  comprising  the  Third  Book  of 
Town  Proceedings  and  the  Second  Book  of  Births,  Marriages,  and 
Deaths  to  the  end  of  1737,  also  Plan  and  Register  of  Burials  in 
Arlington  Street  Burying  Ground.  Prepared  for  publication  by  the 
Historical  Society.     Watertown,  Mass.,  1900. 

Weston.  Town  of  Weston.  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages, 
1707-1850.  1703— Gravestones  — 1900.  Church  Records,  1709- 
1825.  Appendix  and  Addenda,  Cent  Society,  Gleanings  from  the 
Town  Files,  Bits  of  Genealogy,  Errors,  Indexes,  etc.  Edited  by 
Mary  Frances  Peirce.     Boston,  1901. 

ROBERT  T.  SWAN, 

Commissioner, 
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Office  of  thk  CoiaMiHSiONER  of  Public  Records, 
Boston,  Mars.,  Jan.  1,  1903. 

To  the  Ho7iorable  Senate  arid  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  eleventh  report  of  this  com- 
mission, ))eing  the  fifteenth  in  the  series  of  reports  on  the 
public  records. 

The  AVork  of  the  Commission. 

The  existence  of  this  commission  is  probably  unknown  to  a 
greater  part  of  the  persons  in  the  Commonwealth  who  consider 
themselves  well  informed  upon  public  matters,  and  a  greatet 
part  of  those  who  do  know  of  it  have  little  idea  of  its  work. 

Many  seem  to  consider  it  a  bureau  of  information  concerning 
all  affairs  of  the*  State,  the  counties,  cities,  towns,  and  churches 
which  would  be  matters  of  record.  This  is  shown  by  the 
constant  requests  for  information  to  be  obtained  from  the  sev- 
eral State  or  city  departments,  or  from  the  town  or  church 
clerks,  to  whom  the  commissioner  must  refer  the  inquirers. 
Others  suppose  it  to  be  a  depository  of  records,  of  which 
copies  are  asked  for.  Others,  better  informed  as  to  the  gen- 
eral character  of  the  duties  of  the  commissioner,  overestimate 
his  authority,  and  enter  complaints  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
records  are  written,  or  of  the  neglect  to  keep  sufficient  records, 
or  of  the  general  work  of  the  recording  oflScers,  remedies  for 
which  lie  with  the  people  electing  the  oflScers. 

Many  of  the  recording  oflScers,  too,  especially  new  town 
clerks  in  towns  which  frequently  change  their  clerks,  and  many 
of  the  clerks  of  the  separate  boards,  know  little  of  the  commis- 
sioner, or  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  records.  It  seems  well, 
therefore,  to  liriefly  set  forth  the  work  of  the  commissioner, 
and  as  the  acts  concerning  the  public  records,  passed  chiefly 
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at  the  suggestion  of  the  commissioner,  are  now  consolidai 
in  the  Revised  Laws,  it  is  an  opportune  time  to  do  so. 

The  statute  provides  that  the  commissioner  **  shall  take  i 
necessary  measures  to  put  the  records  of  the  counties,  citi 
towns,  churches,  parishes  or  religious  societies  in  the  custc 
and  condition  required  by  law  and  to  secure  their  preser 
tion."     (K.  L.,  c.  35,  §  3.) 

While  the  statutes  assume  that  incorporated  churches,  p 
ishes,  and  religious  societies  shall  keep  records,  and  tl 
undoubtedly  all  do,  the  commissioner  has  not  considered  tl 
he  has  supervision  of  such  until  an  organization  ceases  to  h< 
religious  meetings,  when  the  records  must  ))e  deposited  w 
the  city  or  town  clerk. 

The  laws  relating  to  the  custody  and  condition  of  the  recoi 
which  the  commissioner  is  to  see  enforced  are  as  follows :  — 

**  Unless  a  contrary  intention  clearly  appears"  all  written 
printed  books,  papers,  maps,  or  plans,  on  which  entries  1m 
been  made  or  are  required  to  be  made  by  a  public  officer, 
which  he  is  required  to  file,  shall  be  included  in  the  pub 
records.  (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  5.)  ('*  Printed  books"  does'i 
include,  as  has  been  sometimes  thought,  public  documents,  a 
printed  matter  sent  by  authority  of  law  to  the  cities  and  towi 
for  which  fireproof  provision  is  not  required,  but  prim 
books  such  as  may  be  found  in  some  cities  and  large  tow 
duly  attested,  and  having  blank  leaves  or  wide  margins 
additional  records.) 

All  pul)lic  records  other  than  maps  or  plans  shall  be  uf 
paper  prescribed  by  law.      (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  6.) 

The  commissioner  shall  contract  for  a  standard  ink  for  i 
public  records,  and  all  public  records  shall  be  written  the 
with.      (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §§  7,  8.) 

No  typewriting  shall  be  done  upon  the  public  records  exc< 
with  ribbons  approved  by  the  commissioner.    (R.  L. ,  c.  35,  §  1 

Every  )>oard  or  commission  shall  have  its  clerk,  and  si 
designate  a  person  or  persons  to  have  the  custody  of  its  recor 
Every  sole  officer  in  charge  of  a  department  shall  have  the  c 
tody  of  its  records.  (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  11.)  (Until  recently  1 
city  or  town  clerk  was,  by  law,  custodian  of  all  the  records 
every  department,  —  an  absurd  provision,  which  was  utte 
ignored.) 
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City  and  town  clerks  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  records  of 
proprietors  of  common  lands.  The  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  county,  city,  and  town  clerks  shall  respectively 
have  the  custody  of  all  records  whose  custody  is  not  provided 
for.     (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  12.) 

The  records  of  every  church,  parish,  religious  society, 
monthly  meeting  of  Friends  or  Quakers,  or  other  religious 
body,  which  shall  cease  to  hold  religious  meetings  for  two 
years,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  city  or  town  clerk.  (R.  L., 
c.  35,  §  13.) 

All  papers  comprising  part  of  the  public  records  bearing  date 
earlier  than  the  year  1800,  all  record  books,  and  certain  speci- 
fied unrecorded  papers  shall  be  permanently  preserved,  and  all 
other  papers  belonging  to  the  files  shall  be  preserved  for  seven 
years.      (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  14.) 

Every  person  having  the  custody  of  public  records  which  are 
becoming  worn,  mutilated,  or  illegible  shall  have  then\^ copied 
and  rei)aired,  rebound,  or  renovated,  and  for  the  repairing, 
rebinding,  and  renovating  may  place  them  in  the  custody  of  the 
commissioner.      (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  16.) 

OflScers  or  boards  in  charge  of  a  State  department,  county 
commissioners,  city  councils,  and  selectmen  shall,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Commonwealth,  county,  city,  or  town  respectively, 
provide  and  maintain  fireproof  rooms  fitted  with  non-combusti- 
ble material,  or  safes  or  vaults  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public 
records  of  their  department,  county,  city,  or  town.  The 
records  in  the  custody  of  teachers  of  the  public  schools  need 
not  be  so  provided  for.      (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  18.) 

All  such  records  shall  be  kept  in  the  rooms  in  which  they  are 
ordinarily  used.  When  not  in  use  they  shall  be  kept  in  the 
fireproof  rooms,  vaults,  or  safes  provided  for  them.  (R.  L.^ 
c.  35,  §  19.) 

Whoever  is  entitled  by  law  to  the  custody  of  public  records 
shall  demand  them  from  any  person  in  whose  possession  they 
may  be,  and  he  shall  deliver  them  to  him.      (R.  L.,  c.   35, 

§   20.) 

Whoever  has  the  custody  of  any  public  records  shall,  upon 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  deliver  them  to  his  succes- 
sor, and  make  oath  that  he  has  so  delivered  them,  which  oath 
shall  be  recorded.      (R.  L.,  c.  35,  §  21.) 
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Whoever  unlawfully  keeps  possession  of  any  public  i 
or  removes,  alters,  defaces,  mutilates,  or  destroys  a 
records,  shall  be  punished  by  a  tine  of  not   less  than 
more  than  tive  hundred  dollars.     Any  public  oiBcer 
I  fuses  or  neglects  to  perform  any  duty  required  of  him 

j  insr  to  the  public  records  shall  for  each  month  of  re 

j  neglect  be  jiunished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  twenty 

(R.  L.,  c.  85,  §  22.) 

The  work  of  the  commissioner  is,  therefore,  prim 
exercise  a  supervision  of  the  records,  and  see  that  the 
ments  above  set  forth  are  complied  with.  But  the  com 
part  of  the  work  has  been  but  a  small  part  of  it.  The 
ing  otliccrs,  who  at  tirst  were  inclined  to  look  upon  tli 
of  commissioner  as  a  useless  one,  soon  changed  their 
and  are  now  constantly  asking  assistance.  Local  dilferc 
matters  pertaining  to  the  custody  or  use  of  the  roco 
referred  to  the  commissioner  for  adjustment;  missing  i 
which  the  ck»rks  cannot  afford  time  or  money  to  trj 
recover,  are  traced  from  place  to  place,  sometimes  oul 
State,  and  recovered.  Advice  upon  methods  is  askc 
good  ones  noted  in  one  oflice  arc  reconmicnded  for 
recjucsts  made  by  the  commissioner  are  complied  with 
if  made  bv  a  local  official  would  occasion  ill  feeliiiir,  an< 
blv  caus(»  his  defeat  at  the  ne»t  election  for  havinir  d 
duty;  information  is  given  to  the  commissioner  whicl 
not  be  given  to  a  local  official,  and  records  and  paj) 
secured.  Sonu*  have  been  anonymously  returned  whei 
learned  that  the  commissioner  was  searching  for  ihein. 

Pros(M*uling  for  non-compliance  with  the  law  is  a  pari 
duty  of  the  connnissioiK^r,  but  no  i)r()secution  has  bee 
menced.  A  few  threats  have  been  made  which  have  I 
the  desired  results,  {\w  failure  on  the  part  of  the  official 
sooner  having  been  on  the  ground  of  economy,  and  bee; 
a  hesitancy  to  act  without  the  ai)proval  of  local  sen 
which  is  generally  against  expenditure  of  money  for  the 
of  the  records.  When  the  responsibility  of  incurrin*]^ 
pense  can  be  put  upon  the  conunissioner  acticm  is  taker 
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General  Information  on  Records. 

The  following  information  concerning  records  has  not  before 

been  printed :  — 

County  of  Barnstable. 

County  Courts.  A  small  book  called  "Docket,"  containing  a 
*'Li8t  of  Entries"  from  1776  to  1786,  and  what  appears  to  be  the 
account  of  the  county  treasurer  from  1770  to  1785,  was  found  by  the 
commissioner  in  New  Hampshire,  and  has  been  returned  to  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  courts. 

Eastham.  Five  volumes  of  the  early  records,  which  with  all 
records  to  the  time  of  setting  off  of  Orleans  in  1797  have  been  in 
Orleans,  have  been  bound  by  the  Emery  process,  and  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  Eastham,  as  required  by  chapter  311  of  the  Acts  of  1902, 
as  soon  as  suitable  provision  is  made  for  their  care.  Several  volumes 
commenced  as  Eastham  records  were  continued  as  Orleans  records, 
and  arrangement  must  be  made  for  dividing  them. 

Orleans.     See  Eastham. 

Truro.  All  the  collectors  books  thought  to  be  in  existence  have 
been  obtained  by  the  town  clerk. 

County  of  Berkshire. 

Alford.  The  vital  statistics  to  1850  have  been  printed  under  the 
conditions  prescribed  in  chapter  470  of  the  Acts  of  1902. 

Clarksburg.  The  records  of  town  proceedings  from  1798  to 
1855,  which  had  -been  considered  lost,  were  advertised  for  by  the 
commissioner  and  were  returned  to  the  town  clerk  in  two  volumes. 

Hinsdale.  The  vital  statistics  to  1850  have  been  printed  under 
the  conditions  prescribed  in  chapter  470  of  the  Acts  of  1902. 

Monterey.     See  Tyringham. 

Peru.  The  vital  statistics  to  1850  have  been  printed  under  the 
conditions  prescribed  in  chapter  470  of  the  Acts  of  1902. 

Tyringham.  All  the  records  to  the  time  of  the  setting  off  of 
Monterey  in  1847  have  always  remained  in  Monterey.  These  have 
been  bound  by  the  Emery  process,  and  will  be  sent  to  Tyringham, 
as  required  by  chapter  311  of  the  Acts  of  1902,  as  soon  as  the  new 
building  for  town  offices  and  records  is  completed. 

County  of  Bristol, 

Registry  op  Deeds,  Northern  District.  Seven  volumes  of  the 
proprietors  records  of  Taunton  North  Purchase  and  one  volume  of 
those  of  the  South  Purchase  have  been  copied  for  the  registry  of 
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County  of  Norfolk  ( Old) . 

A  volume  belonging  to  the  early  courts,  containing  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  in  Amesbury,  Exeter,  Hampton,  Haverhill,  and 
Salisbury,  from  1670  to  1747,  and  a  record  of  deeds  in  1691  and 
1692,  has  been  placed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  courts  in 
Essex  County,  in  accordance  with  chapter  311  of  the  Acts  of  1902. 

County  of  Plymouth, 

Registry  of  Deeds.  Four  dilapidated  volumes  of  the  records  of 
the  proprietors  of  Rochester  have  been  bound  by  the  Emery  process 
and  placed  in  the  registry  in  accordance  with  chapter  60  of  the 
Resolves  of  1902.  About  800  plans  of  the  lands  recorded  in  these 
volumes,  each  endorsed  with  reference  to  book  and  page,  have  been 
bound  in  five  volumes  and  placed  in  the  registry.  (The  transition  of 
these  plans  from  a  mass  of  neglected,  mice-eaten  papers  in  an  old 
school-house  to  their  present  condition  and  custody  is  worthy  of 
note.) 

Marion.  See  registry  of  deeds  for  ancient  records  and  plans  con- 
cerning Marion. 

Mattapoisett.  See  registry  of  deeds  for  ancient  records  and  plans 
concerning  Mattapoisett. 

Rochester.  See  registry  of  deeds  for  ancient  records  and  plans 
concerning  Rochester. 

Wareham.  See  registry  of  deeds  for  ancient  records  and  plans 
concerning  part  of  Wareham. 

County  of  Suffolk, 

Boston.  The  report  of  the  city  registrar  for  1900  has  a  catalogue 
of  all  the  records  in  that  office,  all  of  which  are  now  accessible. 

Winthrop.  The  collectors  books  of  North  Chelsea  for  1847, 
1848,  and  1849  have  been  obtained  by  the  town  clerk. 

County  of  Worcester, 

Barre.  The  collectors  books  for  1861,  1862,  and  from  1880 
have  been  obtained  by  the  town  clerk.  All  older  ones  are  supposed 
to  have  been  destroyed. 

Clinton.  The  collectors  books  from  1878  to  1885,  excepting 
1882  and  1884,  were  found  by  the  commissioner  among  miscellaneous 
printed  matter  considered  worthless. 

Dana.  The  collectors  books  from  1800  have  been  obtained  by 
the  town  clerk. 
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Grafton.     The  collectors  books  prior  to  1885,  and  for  1860 
1861,  were  burned.     The  town  clerk  has  obtained  all  others  exo 
ing  for  1863. 

Princeton.  The  vital  statistics  to  1850  have  been  printed  an 
the  conditions  prescribed  in  chapter  470  of  the  Acts  of  1902. 

Upton.  The  collectors  books  from  1867,  excepting  1872,  IS 
1875,  1876,  and  1880,  have  been  obtained  by  the  town  clerk. 

Webster.     The  collectors  books  have  all  been  obtained  by 
town  clerk. 

Westborough.     The  collectors  books  from  1869  have  been 
tained  by  the  town  clerk. 

Collectors  Records. 

The  collectors  records,  always  spoken  of  as  the  collect 
books,  have  an  importance  not  generally  considered.  As  1 
been  stated  in  previous  reports  these  may  become  of  gr 
value  in  settling  pauper  claims,  and  the  cities  and  towns  havi 
them  in  their  possession  may  have  a  great  advantage.  Th 
possession  has  proved  of  great  value  to  several  towns  wh 
irregularities  in  the  accounts  had  been  suspected.  The  atten 
should  be  made  in  all  the  towns  to  recover  such  as  are  missii 

Assessors  Records. 

The  valuation  lists  and  papers  relating  to  assessment  hs 
been  very  generally  neglected  in  the  cities  and  towns.  Th 
importance  in  establishing  the  identity  of  persons,  and  of  loc 
ing  them  at  stated  times,  is  not  appreciated.  Their  value 
the  State  in  determining  pauper  settlements  has  before  been  ; 
forth,  and  as  a  matter  of  justice  and  fair  dealing  between  1 
towns  they  should  be  carefully  preserved  and  made  eas 
accessible. 

The  commissioner  has  found  these  lists  and  papers  in  i] 
usual  and  obscure  places,  their  existence  unknown  to  any  to^ 
officials,  many  of  them  being  on  the  premises  of  persons  lo 
since  connected  with  town  office. 

The  sworn  statements  of  individuals  which,  except  by  ore 
of  the  court,  shall  be  open   to  only  the  assessors,  or  the  T 
Commissioner  and  his  deputy,  are  often  found  scattered  abc 
as  worthless  papers,  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  one. 
many  towns  these  have  not  been  preserved,  although  since  t 
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passage  of  chapter  507  of  the  Acts  of  1898,  re-enacted  as 
R.  L.,  chapter  12,  section  44,  their  preservation  has  been 
required  until  the  Tax  Commissioner  orders  them  destroyed. 

The  following  valuation  lists  have  not  before  been  reported. 
Most  of  those  older  than  about  1860  have  been  discovered  by 
the  commissioner  among  collections  of  old  books  or  papers 
considered  of  no  particular  value. 

If  overseers  of  the  poor  will  consult  previous  reports  they 
may  gain  information  in  regard  to  the  lists  in  the  various  towns 
which  will  be  of  benefit  to  them  in  their  investigations. 


Falmouth , 


Cheshire, 


HaBcock, 


Somerset, 


County  of  Barnstable, 

From  1811  to  1821  inclusive  in  volumes;  from  1826  to 
1883  inclusive  in  pamphlets,  and  from  1835. 

County  of  Berkshire. 

For  1817  and  1819;  from  1821  to  1829  inclusive;  for 
1838;  from  1840  to  1842  inclusive;  from  1844  to 
1846  inclusive ;  and  from  1853. 

From  1811.    All  earlier  were  undoubtedly  destroyed. 

County  of  Bristol. 

For  1793;  from  1797  to  1799  inclusive ;  for  1801,1808; 
from  1811  to  1822  inclusive;  for  1827,  1828,  1836, 
1838,  1842,  and  from  1854. 


Danvers,  .    . 

Deerfield, 
Leyden,    .     . 


Chester,   . 


•         • 


County  of  Essex. 
Apparently  complete  from  1766. 

County  of  Franklin. 

Many  lists  in  rolls  and  sheets,  some  as  early  as  1770 
among  them.    From  1840  complete  in  book  form. 

From  1818  to  1855  inclusive  in  one  volume ;  from  1856  to 
1859  inclusive  in  pamphlets,  and  from  1860  in  books. 

County  of  Hampden. 
For  1827,  and  from  1832  to  1840  inclusive. 


Holliston, 


County  of  Middlesex. 

For  1764,  1767 ;  1770  to  1772  inclusive ;  for  1775, 1777, 
1779 ;  from  1782  to  1785  inclusive ;  and  from  1787. 
excepting  1818,  1825  and  1846. 
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Needhara, 


County  of  Norfolk. 

.  Lists  for  many  years,  beginning  in  1712.  are  in  the  fint 
volume  of  general  records.  Those  for  1780,  1781, 
1790, 1795,  and  from  1797  to  1817  inclasive  are  in 
small  books ;  from  1829  to  1849  inclosiTe  in  pam- 
phlets, and  from  1850  in  books. 

County  of  Plymouth. 

Middleborough,    From  1780 to  1825  inclusive;  from  1880  to  1857  inclusiTe, 

and  from  1860. 


Grafton,  .     . 
Leicester, 

Leominster, . 

Spencer,  .     . 


County  of  Worcester, 

From  1817  to  1823  inclusive.  All  prior  to  1832  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  destroyed. 

Lists  from  1729  to  1741  are  in  the  volumes  of  genoral 
records.  There  are  copies  of  the  lists  from  1761  to 
1780  inclusive ;  and  originals  from  1794. 

From  1789  to  1816  inclusive  in  pamphlets;  from  1817  in 
books.  The  statement  has  been  made  in  the  press 
that  the  records  prior  to  1817  were  missing. 

For  1793  and  1798,  and  for  parts  of  the  town  for  1SU6, 
1808,  1810,  and  1818  in  pamphlets,  the  lists  for  other 
parts  of  the  town  for  the  same  years  being  in  a 
bound  collection. 


Church  Records. 

Since '  the  printing  in  the  tenth  report  of  the  information 
concerning  churches,  parishes,  precincts,  and  religious  socie- 
ties, past  and  present,  some  changes  have  taken  place  affectinsr 
the  records  of  the  same,  and  information  concerning  other 
similar  records  has  been  obtained. 

Much  attention  is  given  by  the  commissioner  to  the  obtain- 
ing of  records  of  extinct  churches,  and  some  of  the  city  and 
town  clerks  have  succeeded  in  recovering  records  which  have 
been  missin*?  for  many  vears.  Some  of  these  have  been  held 
))y  persons  who  looked  upon  them  as  a  curiosity,  but  have 
willinii^Iv  surrendered  them  when  shown  their  value  to  the 
public. 

The  church  records,  especially  those  older  than  about  184,S, 
the  tnne  when  registration  of  vital  statistics  commenced  to  l)e 
supervised  by  the  State,  are  likely  to  contain  many  entries  not 
found  in  the  town  records,  and  are,  therefore,  valuable.  Per- 
sons  havinir   knowledire   of  records    of  extinct  churches    are 
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urgently  requested  to  communicate  it  to  the  commissioner,  by 
whom  it  will  be  treated  as  confidential. 

The  following  information  has  not  before  been  printed :  — 

AsHFiELD.  The  records  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  in  existence 
from  1765  to  1849,  are  in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerk. 

Barre.  The  records  of  the  First  Universalist  Society  are  in  the 
custody  of  the  town  clerk. 

Blandford.  The  records  of  the  North  Blandford  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  are  in  the  possession  of  the  town  clerk. 

Boston  (Dorchester).  Old  papers  of  the  First  Parish  in  Dor- 
chester show  withdrawals  about  1830  to  the  "  First  Universalist 
Society  in  Dorchester,"  which  would  indicate  that  the  Universalist 
Church  in  Dorchester  organized  about  that  time,  of  which  no  records 
are  known  to  exist,  was  known  by  that  name. 

Carver.  The  records  of  the  South  Carver  Reformed  Methodist 
Church  are  in  possession  of  the  town  clerk. 

Dover.  The  Springfield  Baptist  Church  has  discontinued  services, 
and  the  records  are  in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerk. 

Eastham.  The  records  of  the  "South  Precinct  in  Eastham '* 
(which  was  the  parish  connected  with  the  South  Church  in  Eastham, 
now  the  Congregational  Church  in  Orleans)  from  1731  to  1761  are 
in  a  volume  called  *'  10"  of  the  Eastham  records,  and  those  from 
1765  to  1772  are  in  a  volume  called  *'  Deaths." 

Easton.  a  Baptist  Church  organized  between  March  and  July, 
1762,  and  dissolved  about  1790.  A  Presbyterian  Society  now  ex- 
tinct organized  in  1752. 

Fairiiaven.  The  "  First  Congregational  Society  in  Fairhaven," 
incorporated  March  17,  1845,  has  dissolved  and  conveyed  its  prop- 
erty to  the  ''First  Congregational  Church  of  Fairhaven,  Massachu- 
setts," incorporated  Aug.  22,  1895. 

Hamilton.  A  Universalist  Society  was  at  some  time  in  existence 
in  Hamilton,  but  no  further  information  in  regard  to  it  has  been 
obtained. 

Medford.  The  records  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church,  in 
existence  from  1822  to  1875,  and  of  the  Second  Congregational  So- 
ciety in  Medford,  incorporated  Feb.  21,  1824,  which  united  with  the 
Mystic  Church  and  Society,  are  in  the  custody  of  the  city  clerk. 

New  Bedford.  The  records  of  the  Pacific  Congregational  Church, 
in  existence  from  1844  to  1878,  are  in  the  custody  of  the  city  clerk. 

Orleans.     See  Eastham. 

PiTTSFiELD.     The  records  of  the  Union  Parish,  incorporated  Feb. 
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27,  1800,  are  in  the  custody  of  tlie  clerk  of  the  First  Parish.  ( 
act  of  incorporation  was  repealed  June  IG,  1817,  by  an  act  w 
said  the  Union  Parish  and  the  First  Parish  '^  sit  all  and  »*'»/;  ui 
and  shall  have  power  and  V)»*  lield  ns  a  town  or  parish  "  for  pii 
worship.) 

Puixr'KTON.  The  First  Parish  in  Princeton  has  dissolved,  and 
records  are  in  the  custodv  of  the  t<^wn  clerk. 

RowK.  The  records  of  the  Fvanirelical  Society  in  Rowe  (Sec 
Congreiijational  Churcii)  from  December,  1833,  to  April,  ls*»3,  ar 
the  custody  of  the  town  clerk. 

SuKKWsnrKv.  The  records  of  the  First  Restoration  Societv  ar 
the  custody  of  tiie  town  clerk.  These  were  discovered  amoni;  a  i 
cellaneous  lot  of  articles  bought  at  auction. 

Wake.  The  records  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  \Vare,  formerly 
First  Baptist  Church  of  I  lard  wick,  are  in  the  custody  of  the  t< 
clerk. 

West  Newiukv.  The  West  Newbury  Baptist  Church  has  disc 
tinned  services,  and  the  records  are  in  the  custody  of  the  town  cl( 

WiNTiiKOP.  The  '*  First  Congregational  Society  in  Winthn 
reported  in  the  tenth  report  as  incorporated  Jan.  31,  1800,  was  I 
in  the  Winthrop  since  in  Maine. 

WoHURN.  The  records  of  the  East  Woburn  Parish  of  the  ! 
Jerusalem  (New  Jerusalem  Church,  North  Woburn)  are  in  the  ^ 
tody  of  the  city  clerk. 

The  records  of  the  Second  Universalist  Church  in  Woburn  \ 
deposited  with  the  city  clerk  in  18r)(),  but  now  cannot  be  found. 

Wrentiiam.     The  records  of  the  church  in  Wrentham  (Fii-st  ( 
gregational)  from  1785  to  l.si3,  which  have  been  missing   for 
years,  were  found  in  a  dark  closet  over  a  grocery  store.      The  ear 
records,  from  \()\)'2   to  1600,  were  burned,  and  those  from    I70< 
1 784  were  found  several  years  ago. 

FlKKS. 

The  l)urnin*r  of  buildings  containing  public  records,  chi 
town  halls,  contiiuies.     The  fires  are  apt  to  follow  an  even 
gatherin*r  —  a  caucus,  dance,  fair,  supper,  or  theatrical   en 
tainnient — as  a    result   of  carelessness  connected  tlierew 
and  as  very  many  of  the  small  towns  have  no  methods 
extinguishing  fire,  one   started  after  a  hall  is  closed  for 
night  results  in  total  destruction.     The  commissioner   in 
visits  of  inspection   has  visited  halls  soon  after  some  of  th 
gatherings,  where  the  reckless  disposition  of  cigar  **  stuni] 
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matches,  candles,  decorations,  scenery,  and  costumes,  and  the 
presence  of  empty  flasks,  have  made  it  seem  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  good  luck  that  the  hall  was  not  a  heap  of  ashes  with  a 
safe  in  their  midst. 

This  leads  to  the  suggestion  that  except  in  large  towns, 
where  oflSces  in  the  town  hall  are  occupied  during  the  day,  and 
there  is  some  one  present  to  detect  a  fire,  it  would  be  better  to 
avoid  the  risk  to  the  records,  and  use  the  town  hall  for  hall 
purposes,  having  the  town  offices  and  the  records  in  especially 
constructed  detached  buildings.  These  could  be  small,  prefer- 
ably of  brick  or  stone,  with  commodious  vaults,  built  for  less 
than  a  sufficient  number  of  safes  would  cost.  If,  however, 
they  were  wooden  buildings  containing  safes,  sufficient  heat 
would  not  be  generated  in  case  of  fire  to  injure  the  contents  of 
a  good  safe. 

In  nearly  every  case  of  the  burning  of  a  building  containing 
town  records,  the  newspapers  have  published  the  statement, 
sent  under  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  that  all  the  records 
were  destroyed.  (As  these  words  were  being  written  large 
headlines  announced  the  burning  of  all  the  records  of  the  city 
of  Marlborough,  when  the  truth  is  that  no  records  were 
burned.)  These  statements  are  denied  by  the  commissioner 
at  the  time,  but  the  contradictions  are  not  generally  seen,  as  is 
shown  by  communications  later  received  referring  to  the  burn- 
ing of  certain  records. 

Since  the  estahlishrnent  of  the  commission  no  town  has  lost  all 
of  its  records^  and  as  far  as  can  he  ascertained^  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  volumes  burned  in  Hully  no  records  have  been  buimed 
for  which  substitutes  cannot  be  obtained.  In  several  cases  many 
if  not  all  of  the  records  icould  have  been  destroyed  if  the  fires 
had  occunxd  before  the  commissioner  required  bettei'  provision 
for  their  safety. 

This  being  the  fact,  it  may  occur  to  some  to  ask  why,  if 
the  records  are  now  so  apparently  safe,  there  is  need  of  con- 
stant urging  on  the  part  of  the  commissioner  for  better  protec- 
tion. The  reply  is  that  in  many  of  the  fires  which  have 
occurred — and  in  a  very  great  many  of  the  towns  similar  fires 
are  almost  sure  sooner  or  later  to  occur  —  records  have  been 
damaged,  and  under  but  slightly  different  conditions  would  have 
been  destroyed.     Leather  bindings  of  volumes  in  safes  which 
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have  been  exposed  to  severe  heat  have  melted  off,  the  melted 
leather  and  glue  sometimes  iDJuriDg  the  leaves;  original 
records  have  been  wet,  making  copying  necessary ;  and  valu- 
able copies  have  been  wet  and  spoiled.  Records  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  copies  of  which  have  been  transmitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  find  which  can  be 
copied  from  those  copies,  have  in  two  instances  been  burned. 
(The  clerks  had  the  good  judgment  to  let  these,  of  which  there 
were  copies,  be  the  records  for  which  sufficient  safe  room  had 
not  been  provided.)  Some  files  of  papers  have  been  burned 
which  might  have  been  of  historical  interest. 

A  little  more  heat,  or  an  unlucky  fall  of  a  safe,  might  have 
destroyed  some  of  the  records  which  have  escaped,  and  it  is 
against  the  contingencies  which  may  happen  that  provision 
must  be  made.  Safes  lohich  the  commissioner  has  approved  as 
sufficient  security  for  the  records  in  certain  buildings  have  later 
been  found  in  larger  buildings  where  they  would  not  6e,  and 
with  the  frequent  changes  in  town  clerks  these  removals  are 
likely  to  take  place. 

A  list  of  the  fires  occurring  since  the  commissioner  com- 
menced his  visits  of  inspection,  with  the  results  pertaining  to 
the  public  records,  is  given  by  years. 

1800. 

Atiiol.  a  building  in  which  the  selectmen  had  an  office  on  the 
second  floor  was  badly  burned,  but  their  safe,  which  stood  in  an  outer 
corner  of  the  room  and  building,  did  not  fall,  and  was  uninjured, 
and  the  recoixls  were  intact.  (This  is  a  desirable  location  for  a  safe, 
for  in  case  of  the  partial  burning  such  a  corner  is  likely  to  be  saved.) 

Rockland.     The  town  office  was  burned  out.     No  records  were 

iujured  excepting  some  collectors  books  and  some  unimportant  papers 

which  were  destroyed. 

1801. 

Hi  LL.  A  summer  hotel,  occupied  only  by  the  town  clerk  at  the 
time,  was  destroyed.  Ten  volumes  were  burned,  but  only  two  were 
of  great  value,  —  the  record  of  town  meetings  from  1873  to  1892. 
Three  were  volumes  containing  vital  records  from  1843,  copies  of 
which  are  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ;  three 
were  records  of  old  chattel  mortgages,  unimportant  after  a  few  years ; 
and  two  wei*e  copies,  the  originals  of  which  were  elsewhere. 

Orakoe.  a  fire  in  the  clerk's  office  melted  the  leather  bindings  in 
his  safe. 
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1803. 

BiLLERiCA.     The  town   hall  was  totally   desti-oyed.     The   newly 

coDstructed  vault  was  uninjured,  and  a  large  accumulation  of  papers, 

which  had  previously  been  unprotected,  were  in  it  and  were  saved. 

The  records,  including  some  fine  recent  copies,  which  were  in  safes, 

were  wet  and  out  of  their  bindings,  all   modern   leather  bindings 

having  melted. 

1894. 

Mashpee.  The  clerk's  house  was  destroyed.  The  records  were 
removed  from  a  large  safe  (purchased  in  1889,  where  they  would 
have  been  safe)  and  were  uninjured. 

1895. 

DcxBURY.     The  almshouse  was  destroyed,  but  many  records  which 

had  been  kept  there  had  been  removed  to  a  new  vault  in  the  Wright 

Memorial  building. 

1896. 

Amksbury.  (See  also  1899.)  The  town  clerk's  store  was  burned 
out.  The  records  formerly  kept  there  had  been  removed  to  a  vault 
in  the  Armoiy  building. 

Auburn.     A  church  containing  in  the  basement  the  town  hall  and 

public  library  was  destroyed,  but  all  records,  excepting  a  chest  of 

rather  unimportant  papers,  had  been  removed  to  a  safe  purchased  in 

1891,  and  placed  in  a  dwelling  on  a  lot  purchased  for  the  site  of  a 

town  hall,  since  erected. 

1897. 

Burlington.  (See  also  1902.)  Thje  historic  Sewall  house,  occu- 
pied by  the  town  clerk,  was  totally  destroyed.  The  leather  bindings 
of  the  records  in  a  small  safe  were  melted  off,  but  all  the  records  and 
papers  formerly  unprotected  in  the  house  had  been  removed  to  a  large 
safe  procured  for  the  town  hall. 

HoLBROOK.  A  fire  in  the  town  hall  did  not  reach  the  town  office, 
where  the  records  were  kept. 

Marlborough.  (See  also  1902.)  The  block  where  the  town 
clerk  had  formerly  kept  the  recoixis  was  burned,  but  they  had  been 
removed  to  the  town  hall. 

Revere.  •  The  town  hall  was  burned,  but  the  records,  which  were  in 

new  safes,  were  uninjured.     An  old  vault  in  the  basement,  which  was 

used  for  storage  of  unimportant  books  and  papers,  leaked  and  some 

of  the  contents  were  wet. 

1898« 

HoLLiSTON.     The  block  in  which  the  treasurer  and  collector  had 

his  office  was  burned.    Only  his  current  records  were  there,  and  they 

were  removed. 
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TowNSKND.  A  fire  in  the  town  liall  did  not  reach  the  vault, 
no  records  were  removed  or  injured. 

1809. 

Amesbi'ry.  (See  also  1896.)  A  large  fire  destroyed  the  0 
House  building,  a  room  in  which  was  used  by  the  town,  and  the ' 
clerk's  store  opposite.  A  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  di 
for  1898,  a  copy  of  which  was  in  the  oflSce  of  the  Secretary  ol 
Commonwealth,  was  burned,  and  the  leather  bindings  of  the  re( 
in  an  old  safe  in  the  Opera  House  building,  and  in  the  clerk's 
safe,  were  melted  off. 

Bklciieutown.     The  building  occupied  by  the  clerk  as  a  dwe 

house  and  store  was  completely  destroyed.     The    leather  bine 

were  melted  off  of  the  records  in  the  safe,  but  no  records  wen 

stroyed. 

1900. 

Enfield.  The  building  occupied  by  the  town  treasurer 
burned.  Tiie  only  damage  to  the  records  was  to  the  binding  ol 
book. 

FoxBOKOiroii.  The  town  hall  was  totally  destroyed.  The  re< 
were  removed  from  the  vault,  but  the  other  contents  were  uniuji 

Gkoveland.  The  block  containing  the  town  ofiflces  was  destn 
Safes  had  been  provided  for  all  the  records,  and  while  some  wen 
and  some  bindings  were  injured,  none  were  destroyed. 

HoPKiNTON.  A  large  fire  destroyed  the  town  hall,  leaving  no 
standing  but  the  vault.  The  contents  of  this  were  uninjured 
safe  fortunately  fell  outside  the  foundation  wall  rather  than  int 
cellar,  and  its  contents  were  saved,  although  the  leather  bin 
were  injured  and  some  papers  were  wet. 

Middlefield.      The    town    hall   was    totally   destroyed. 
leather  bindings  were  melted  but  no  records  were  destroyed. 

Wakken.  The  brick  town  hall  was  badly  damaged.  The  rec 
which  were  in  an  old  vault,  were  uninjured.  A  fine  vault  just 
pleted,  but  not  regularly  put  in  use,  contained  a  few  papers,  fori 
unprotected,  which  were  smoked,  as  the  outer  vault  door  was 
closed. 

WiLBKAHAM.     A  woodcu   block   containing   the    town  ofllce 

totally  destroyed.     A  small  old  safe  was  taken  out,  but  a  new 

one  was  ruined.     The  leather  bindings  in  this  were  ruined  and 

of  the  records  were  wet. 

1901. 

Arlington.     A  fire  in  the  town  hall  was  confined  chiefly  t< 
attic.     Some   records    found  there  by  the  commissioner    had 
removed  to  the  vault  some  time  previous. 
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1902. 

Brookfield.  '  The  town  hall  was  destroyed.  Most  of  the  records 
were  in  the  vault  and  were  uninjured.  A  safe  used  by  the  selectmen 
was  left  in  the  ruins  about  two  months,  the  contents  of  which  were 
wet  but  not  destroyed. 

Burlington.  (See  also  1897.)  The  town  hall  was  destroyed. 
Some  of  the  bindings  of  the  volumes  in  the  large  safe  were  melted 
but  no  records  were  destroyed. 

Marlborough.  (See  also  1894.)  The  city  hall  was  destroyed 
and  the  records  were  reported  to  have  been  burned.  The  clerks 
records  were  in  a  vault  attached  to  the  building.  This  was  previously 
found  to  have  settled,  leaving  a  slight  crack  against  the  building,  but 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  commissioner  the  defect  was  remedied,  and  the 
contents  of  the  vault  were  not  even  wet.  The  records  of  the  other 
departments  in  safes  and  vaults  were  in  some  cases  slightly  wet. 

Yarmouth.  The  building  used  as  a  town  office  was  destroyed. 
Some  recoixis  were  removed  from  the  vault  when  the  fire  commenced. 
It  was  then  closed  and  the  contents  were  uninjured. 

State  Standard  Ink. 

The  ''  State  Standard"  ink  is  believed  to  be  generally  satis- 
factory to  those  who  exercise  care  in  its  use.  Occasional 
complaints  are  received,  two  objections  being  raised  to  the  ink. 
To  the  first,  that  it  corrodes  the  pens,  it  can  be  replied  that  all 
nut-gall  and  iron  inks  corrode  pens,  but  many  tests  made  by 
placing  steel  pens  in  vials  of  the  standard  ink,  and  in  various 
nut-gall  inks  which  have  been  on  the  market  for  years,  show 
neither  more  nor  less  perceptible  corrosion  in  one  ink  than 
in  another. 

There  is,  of  course,  no  corrosion  from  the  fugitive  inks  which 
have  been  put  upon  the  market  in  recent  years,  and  are  in  pop- 
ular use,  and  which  persons  take  as  their  standard  for  compari- 
son in  making  complaints  of  corrosion.  It  was  probably  the 
corrosion  of  pens  when  nut-gall  and  iron  inks  were  the  only 
ones  made  which  led  to  the  making  of  gold  pens.  The  advice 
to  use  gold  pens  in  recording  offices  would  probably  seem  ex- 
travagant, but  it  may  be  economy  to  do  so,  and  the  records 
may  be  safer  for  it. 

The  other  objection,  that  the  ink  is  too  heavy,  would  be 
raised  against  any  nut-gall  and  iron  ink  by  those  who  had  used 
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the  aniline  fluids,  nevertheless  tests  just  completed  shoi 
the  standard  ink  can  be  lighter,  with  more  of  the  charact€ 
of  the  '*  fluids,"  without  endangering  the  permanency, 
change  will  be  made. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  United   States  T 
Department  at  the  advice  of  its  chemists  has  adopted  a 
ard  ink  made  after  the  formula  adopted  for  the  standa 
the  *'  State  Standard  Ink,"  and  as  the    manufacturer  ( 
''State  Standard"  obtained   the  contract   for  the  **Tk 
Standard  "  the  inks  are  identical. 

The  Treasury  Department  has  issued  rules  goveniiii 
use  of  the  ink,  in  a  circular  which  is  here  printed.  II 
firms  statements  iliade  from  time  to  time  in  rcirard  I 
*' State  Standard"  ink,  and  hiys  down  rules  which  shoi 
followed. 

Treaaurji  Standard  Ink  —  Rnles  to  he  obnerred  in  its  Uf^e  and 
1902.  ^xtBSOX^  j9e(rartmniL 

Department  Circular  No.  i\.\.  Office  of  the  Secrkta 

Division  of  S.  P.,  and  B.  Washinqton,  D.  C,  June  20 

To  Officers,  Clerks ,  and  Employees  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  "Treasury  Standard"  ink,  which  is  now  used  excli 
all  branches  of  the  Treasury  service,  is  made  according  to  a  f 
approved  by  the  Department  after  mature  consideration  of  tl 
ject.     The  adoption  of  tliis  ink  was  found  necessary  for  the 
nency  of  the  public  records.    In  order  to  secure  permanence,  a 
trifle  heavier  than  the  ordinary  commercial  writing  fluids  is  nee 
A  heavy  body  in  ink  is  essential  to  permanence,  but  such 
should  not  be  expected  to  flow  from  the  pen  as  freely  as  m 
lighter  and  more  ephemeral  fluid.     Corrosion  of  the  pen  is  als 
expected,  and  ought  to  be  guarded  against,  in  the  use  of  a 
permanent  ink. 

Therefore,  in  order  to  obtain  satisfactory  results  in  the  use 
"  I'reasury  Standard"  ink  the  following  rules  should  be  obsen 

1.  Pens  should  be  kept  clean,  to  prevent  undue  corrosi< 
filling  up  of  the  points. 

2.  Inkstands  with  open  wells  should  be  kept  closed  when  not 
to  prevent  evaporation  and  the  consequent  excessive  thicke: 
the  ink.  Such  inkstands  ought  also  to  be  cleaned  and  rel 
intervals  of  about  a  week ;  but  the  ink  in  automatic  stands, 
the  wells  are  entirely  and  permanently  inclosed  and  remove 
atmospheric  influences,  need  not  be  changed  so  frequently. 
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r  or  other  diluting  matter  must  not  be  added  to  the  ink 
«e  of  increasing  the  fluidity,  because  ink  so  thinned  loses 

H     ■vance  of  these  rules  will  insure  satisfaction  in  the  use  of 

3n  is  also  called  to  the  pro\i8ion8  of  Department  Circulars 

;       i  92  of  189i». 

M.  K.  AiLKs, 

Aitsistant  Secretary. 

5  are  many  j)ersons  required  hy  law  to  use  the  **  State 
d"  ink  who  do  not  do  so,  but  proof  of  it  would  be 
impossible  to  obtain,  and  as  the  ink  is  used  on  the  more 
iportant  records  no  prosecutions  have  been  attempted. 
►rance  of  the  law  as  to  what  are  included  in  the  public 
rds  is  responsible  for  pail  of  the  neglect  to  use  it  bv  some 
1   officers. 

Typewritten  Kecord.s. 

he  use  of  the  ty)>e writer  for  the  records  is  increasing,  and 
leir  advantage  as  concerns  space  and  legibility.  Especially 
mtageous  is  it  in  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
Droper  names  written  by  the  best  of  penmen  are  apt  to  be 
•ead,  and  the  great  increase  in  foreign  names  with  their 
iliar  spellings  makes  this  an  important  consideration, 
urther  tests  of  typewriting  done  with  the  authorized  ril^ 
>  furnish  additional  evidence  of  the  y)ermanency  of  the 
Samples  exposed  to  the  light  for  two  years  in  a  window 
i  a  southerly  exposure  show  no  signs  of  fading.  It  would 
1,  therefore,  that  if  the  recording  officers  comply  with  the 
in  the  use  of  ribbons  there  need  be  no  doubt  of  the  per- 
encv  of  the  records. 

BlNDIN(^ . 

inding  of  th<*  records  has  been  insisted  upon,  and  many 
•  been  placed  with  tlic  commissioner  for  binding.  Kecords 
ilapidated  condition  have  been  bound  by  the  Emery  process 
w^  tli<'  year  for  the  following  places  :  ^Middlesex  County 
Lheni  Dislricl  Registry  of  Deeds  ;  Middlesex  and  Suffolk 
nty  Registries  of  Froiiate :  Alford,  Bedford,  Blandford, 
jkline.  Carver,  Dartmouth,  Eastham,  Holland,  Middleton, 
itgoniery,  Pelliam,  Pepperell,  Rochester,  Rowley,  Spring- 
,  Sudbury,  and  Warehani.  ,      ..  :. 
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Commontoealt^  of  SBassat^uselts. 


Office  of  the  Commissiomeb  of  Public  Records, 
Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1904. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twelfth  report  of  this  com- 
mission, being  the  sixteenth  in  the  series  of  reports  on  the 
public  records. 

The  Work  of  the  Year. 

It  is  diflScult  to  state  the  results  of  any  one  year.  It 
is  peculiar,  varying  from  compelling  compliance  with  the 
statutes  to  searching  for  missing  records  and  investigating 
matters  pertaining  to  recording.  The  constant  answering 
of  inquiries  concerning  particular  records,  and  records  in 
geneml,  is  a  part  of  the  work  where  results  cannot  be  stated. 
The  nature  of  the  work  is  quiet  and  unobtrusive,  often  con- 
fidential. One  writer  has  called  the  office  "  the  most  peace- 
ful and  somnolent  of  all  the  State  departments,"  and  it  may 
be  a  question  whether  more  aggressive  work,  brought  more 
to  public  notice,  would  not  bring  more  help  from  interested 
persons  in  the  several  communities. 

The  city  and  town  officials  are  so  slow  to  act  upon  matters 
connected  with  the  records  that  requirements  made  during 
a  year  often  are  not  complied  with  during  the  year.  This. 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  considered,  as  has  been 
many  times  stated  in  these  reports,  that  little  thought  or 
attention  is  given  to  the  records  until  some  special  event 
requires  their  production.  Moreover,  for  about  thirty  years 
the  laws  relating  to  them  were  a  dead  letter,  for  until  the 
establishment  of  this  commission  no  one  was  called  upon 
,  or  expected  to  enforce  them.  Even  now  it  is  difficult  to 
convince  the  city  and  town  officials  that  the  commissioner 
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intends,  as  far  as  j)ossible  and  within  reason,   to 
the  law. 

The  passage  of  so  many  laws  concerning  town 
:  which   are   not   enforced,  and   which  the    public   d 

expect  will  be,   leads  to  the  conclusion  that  actioi 
;  n(»cessarv.     A  few  of  these  are  cited.     Every  tow 

!  (juired  to  have  a  seal :  but  many  have  none.      Kv< 

and  town  must  maintain  guide  j)Osts  at  such  placei 
convenient  for  the  direction  of  traveller,  and  whicl 
junction  of  ways  leading  to  other  cities  or  towns  mt 
whence  thev  lead,  and  the  distance  ;  but  little  attei 
paid  to  this  law.  All  unlicensed  dogs  must  be  kilh 
despite  the  fact  that  retiu'ns  are  made  certifying  tli 
}  have  been,  it  is  conunonly  known  the}'  have  not. 

the  individual  celebnition  of  the  Fourth  of  Julv  wi 
powder  is  absolutely  i)r()hibited,  yet  is  openly  allowe 
driver  of  a  horse  drawing  a  sleigh  or  sled  on  any  pub 
I  or  bridge,  without  at  least  three  bells  attached  to  t 

j  ness,  is  liable  to  a  penalty  ;  yet  one,  or  the  al>sence 

is  commonlv  allowed. 
j  The  most  suri)rising  disn^gard  of  the  law  is  founc 

I  matter  of  the  return  and  reiristrv  of  birtlis  and  deaths. 

the  (»arly  days  of  the  colony  parents  have  been  re<ji 

make  return   of  everv  child  born  to  them,  and  foi 

.  years  householders  hav(»  l)een  re(juired  to  make  a  re 

everv  birth  or  death  in  their  households :  but  it  is 
an  occurrence  for  such  a  return  to  be  made   that   it 
j  surprise  a  city  or  town  clerk  to  receive  one.     The  fa 

j  lmv(»  made  these  in  the  i)ast  (and  now  will  soon  be  tli 

j  is  a  constant  vexation  to  persons  consulting  the  r< 

;  property  rights  are  allected  and   litigation  ensues  ; 

'  tlie  j)eoi)le  are  satisfied  to  allow  the  neglect  of  so  n 

importance  in  the  records,  the  ofKcials  can  reasonab 
i  that  their  neglect  to  care  for  them  will  not  be  con 

dereliction. 

Without  a  community  intcTCsted  and  approving,  tl; 

missioner  tinds  his  suggestions  adopted  slowly,  if  at  \ 

i  enlbrcenKMit  of  the  law  without  clashing  requires  t4 

time. 
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Enforcement  of  the  Laws. 

The  statute  requires  that  the  commissioner  shall  take  the 
'  ^  necessary  measures  "  for  the  preservation  of  the  records  as 
required  by  the  laws.  As  far  as  possible  he  does,  but  it 
must  be  admitted  that  there  are  conditions  where  he  cannot 
obtain  required  results.  Where  the  only  practical  method 
for  strict  compliance  with  the  law  is  the  expenditure  of  large 
sums  for  the  building  of  a  new  city  or  town  hall,  he  cannot 
compel  it.  He  can  point  out  the  requirements,  suggest,  and 
urge,  thereby  putting  the  responsibility  upon  the  several 
communities,  but  should  not  be  held  responsible  in  case  of 
the  destruction  of  the  records. 

The  above  conditions  exist  in  Newton  and  Boston.  The 
city  hall  in  Newton  is  a  remodelled  wooden  building,  with 
dangerous  surroundings,  and  its  destruction  by  fire  need  not 
be  unexpected.  For  several  years  the  commissioner  has 
called  the  attention  of  successive  city  governments  to  the 
danger  to  the  records,  but  no  improvements  have  been  made, 
there  being  a  prevailing  sentiment  that  a  new  city  hall  will 
be  built  as  soon  as  location  can  be  agreed  upon,  and  that 
adequate  protection  in  the  present  building  would  neces- 
sitate too  great  an  expenditure  for  temporary  uses. 

In  Boston  the  records  are  chiefly  in  the  city  hall  and  old 
court  house,  although  many  of  the  city  offices  are  in  other 
buildings.  In  1889  the  commissioner  first  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  city  government  to  the  lack  of  proper  provision 
for  the  safety  of  the  records,  and  a  large  vault  was  built  in 
the  basement,  to  which  many  of  the  records  were  removed. 
Schemes  for  a  new  city  hall  were  soon  after  advanced,  and 
have  been  revived  from  time  to  time  since.  Meanwhile,  a 
vault  has  been  constructed  in  the  old  court  house  for  the 
city  registrar,  a  large  one  under  the  city  hall  yard,  and 
various  minor  improvements  have  been  made.  Still  many 
of  the  records  are  unprotected  and  will  probably  remain  so, 
if  not  destroyed,  until  the  much-needed  new  city  hall  is 
built. 

In  1901  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make  an  examina- 
tion of  the  manuscript  records  in  possession  of  the  city,  and 
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original  paper  belonging  to  the  files,  bearing  date  eariier 
than  the  year  1800,  and  many  papers  not  required  to  be 
recorded,  relative  to  State,  county,  and  municipal  matters, 
shall  be  preserved  and  safely  kept.  All  other  papers  must 
be  kept  for  seven  years,  when  they  may  be  destroyed  with 
the  approval  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records. 

Until  1894,  when  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  was 
brought  to  the  omission,  there  was  no  definition  of  the 
public  records,  and  the  files  were  not  generally  considered 
as  constituting  a  part  of  them.  No  provision  for  their  safety 
had  been,  as  a  rule,  made  ;  and  thousands  of  papers,  includ- 
ing maps,  plans,  descriptions  of  highways,  and  historical 
and  genealogical  matter,  have  been  burned,  or  sent  to  the 
paper  mill.  (Some,  fortunately,  were  stolen,  and  are  being 
brought  to  light. ) 

There  are,  however,  in  the  cities  and  towns  accumulations 
of  papers  for  which  now  as  a  part  of  the  public  records  fire- 
proof protection  must  be  provided  at  considerable  expense, 
either  by  building  vaults  or  tire-proof  buildings,  or  buying 
safes.  The  position  of  the  commissioner  in  the  matter  is 
peculiar  and  difficult.  It  is  his  duty  to  see  that  the  records 
are  kept  in  fire-proof  receptacles  and  arranged  for  examina- 
tion and  reference,  and,  strictly,  the  files  should  be ;  but  in 
the  greater  part  of  the  towns  the  important  and  unimportant 
papers  are  jumbled  together,  often  with  a  mass  of  printed 
matter.  It  is  unreasonable  to  require  that  the  useless  papers 
shall  be  protected,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  one  to  sort 
them.  The  town  clerks  are  not  paid  enough  for  what  is 
required  of  them  by  statute  as  current  work,  and  cannot  be 
expected  to  devote  time  to  putting  in  order  the  neglected 
accumulation  of  years.  Moreover,  jnany  of  the  papers 
belong  to  other  departments,  and  are  not  in  the  custody 
of  the  clerks. 

The  records  are  generally  considered  an  incumbrance,  and 
the  town  officers  are  loath  to  expend  money  for  their  care. 
Under  these  conditions  there  seems  little  prospect  of  action 
in  the  matter  except  under  threat  of  prosecution ;  but  work 
of  this  kind,  which  the  commissioner  cannot  supervise,  should 
not  be  done  under  compulsion.     He  would  certainly  hesitate 
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to  sanction  the  destruction  of  papers  laid  out  for  the 
pose  where  the  sentiment  >\'as  in  favor  of  having  as  C 
possible  to  care  for. 

A  pii])lic  record  oflSce,  in  which  the  old  records  and  \x 
will  some  day  tind  an  abiding  place  where  thev  wi 
properly  cared  for  and  classified,  the  people  are  not 
ready  for.  The  suggestion  is,  therefore,  offered  thai 
files  in  the  cities  and  towns  be  sorted  under  the  din^ 
of  the  Connnissioner  of  Public  Records  at  the  expeu: 
the  respective  cities  and  towns.  This  would  be  less  e> 
sive  to  them  than  to  provide  fire-proof  receptacles  t\\ 
the  files,  which  would  seem  to  he  the  other  alternative. 

In  the  county  courts  the  accumulation  of  the  files  is  ] 
and  nipidly  increasing,  and  the  proper  protection  of  i 
means  constjint  remodelling  or  refitting  of  the  ])resent  h 
ings,  or  the  erection  of  new  at  gi-eat  expense.  In 
accunmlation  are  venires,  reports  on  inquests,  rolls  of  < 
ages  done  by  dogs,  ek^ction  returns,  costs  in  criminal  c 
and  many  |)apers  like  accounts  annexed  in  civil  suits,  i 
connnissioner  n^calls  a  bill  several  yards  in  length, 
country  store-keeper,  on  which  a  small  balance  was  du 
an  open  account.  This  not  only  was  on  file,  but,  undei 
custom  in  that  court,  was  recorded  in  full.) 

That  there  may  be  a  carefullv  guarded  provi.sion  for 
destruction  of  some*  of  these  pai)ers  after  they  are  outla\ 
or  can  no  longer  affect  public  rights,  would  seem  practii-a 
Believing  this,  the  commissioner  suggested  to  the  clerli 
the  county  (courts  permissive,  not  compulsory,  le«-islat 
which  should  i)r()vide  that  the  clerk  and  Comniissione 
Public  Records  should  from  time  to  time  .submit  to 
justices  a  list  of  papers  to  be  destroyed  upon  their  autl 
ization.  Some  more  restrictive  measures  might  be  ad 
able,  such  as  designating  the  pai)ers  to  be  preserved; 
the  tendency  of  any  one  likely  to  hold  either  of  the  ab 
I)ositi()ns  would  be  toward  preservation  rather  than  destJ 
tion  of  the  files. 

The  rej)li(\s  of  the  clerks  show  divei-sity  of  opinion.  ( 
would  j)reserve  everything  :  two  would  destroy  nearlv  evt 
thing  after  a  term  of  years :  while  one  is  not  prepared 
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advocate  any  definite  line,  but  mentions  certain  papers  that 
might  be  destroyed.  The  general  opinion  is  that  venires, 
election  returns,  dog  rolls,  arid  costs  in  criminal  cases  could 
be  destroyed ;  while  opinion  is  about  equally  divided  on 
reports  of  inquests,  and  depositions. 

Besides  the  saving  in  room  to  be  gained  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  what  are  considered  useless  papers,  it  would  add  to 
the  value  of  what  are  preserved  by  making  them  more  likely 
to  be  cared  for,  and  more  accessible. 

In  view  of  the  varied  opinions,  it  does  not  seem  worth 
while  to  ask  for  immediate  legislation ;  but  the  subject 
should  receive  consideration  by  the  county  oflScers  who  are 
to  provide,  and  the  people  who  are  to  pay  for,  buildings  in 
which  to  store  these  papers.  The  relief  and  benefit  to  the 
cities  and  towns  to  be  derived  from  a  public  record  oflSce, 
as  suggested  under  *'  Enforcement  of  the  Laws,"  could  be 
extended  to  the  counties.  All  papers  of  genealogical  or  his- 
torical value  would  there  be  preserved  and  made  available. 

Politics  in  Recording  Offices. 

The  attempts  to  make  the  oflSces  of  the  recording  oflScers 
political  prizes  still  continue,  to  the  detriment  of  the  records 
and  the  public  service.  Honest  service  and  eflSciency  gained 
by  experience  count  for  nothing  as  against  such  a  doctrine, 
recently  printed,  as  that  an  office  "has  been  a  gift  to  the 
party  long  enough  ; "  and  when  a  minority  party,  or  a  fac- 
tion within  a  party,  sees  a  possible  chance  for  a  new  candi- 
date, he  is  brought  forward.  Fortunately,  the  attempts  of 
the  politicians  do  not  meet  with  much  success,  but  they  are 
becoming  more  frequent,  several  opposing  candidates  having 
been  brought  forward  this  year ;  and  the  uncertainty  per- 
taining to  an  office  counts  against  the  best  possible  adminis- 
tration of  it. 

Individual  members  of  the  community  give  little  thought 
to  the  public  records  or  their  custodians  until  personal  inter- 
ests are  concerned,  or  they  find  their  county,  city,  or  town 
losing  some  rights  or  money  because  of  the  carelessness, 
dishonesty,  or  ignorance  of  a  recording  officer.  The  dis- 
appearance of  a  single  paper,  such  as  a  bond,  a  mortgage. 


10  PUBLIC  RECORDS.  [Ji 

or  a  will,  from  the  custody  of  a  clerk  of  a  court,  or  ol 
ro<rister  of  deeds,  or  register  of  probate,  either  thi'ough  ca 
lessii(»ss,  dishonesty,  or  ignorance,  might  be  of  great  niomi 
to  the  parties  in  interest.  Carefulness  and  honesty  may 
found  in  now  incumbents,  Imt  knowledge  of  the  duties 
the  several  offices  can  best  be  learned  by  experience,  j 
incumbents  found  to  possess  all  these  qualities  should 
kept  in  office  as  long  as  they  are  efficient.  They  are 
servants  of  the  people,  not  parties;  and  the  fact  that  tl 
are  members  of  one  party  or  another,  or  of  none,  should 
as  innnaterial  as  whether  they  are  allopaths  or  honieopat 
High  Church  Episcopalians  or  Quakers. 

The  judiciary  of  ^lassachusetts  largely  owes  its  Ii 
standard  to  the  fact  that  the  judges  are  appointed,  and 
absolutely  removed  from  politics.  The  clerks  of  the  pol 
municii)al,  and  district  courts  are  appointed,  and  opinio] 
growing  that  the  clerks  of  the  supreme  and  superior  con 
and  the  re<risters  of  deeds  and  of  probate,  allied  as  they 
to  the  judicial  system,  should  be.  Continued  introduet 
of  politics  into  these  offices  will  tend  to  bring  this  about. 

In  Berkshire  ( 'ounty,  politics  wjis  unexpectedly  introdu 
at  the  last  election,  —  a  disiipj minting  fact,  because  its  t 
cities,  North  Adams  and  Pittsfield,  had  both  wiselj^  accep 
the  act  allowing  the  election  of  city  clerks  for  three  yci 
and  to  that  extent  taken  recording  offices  out  of  j>olit 
(In  Pittsfield  there  had  been  an  annual  contest  since 
became  a  city.)  It  was  to  be  hoped  that  this  sentini 
would  i)rcvail  in  regard  to  county  offices ;  but  in 
Kepublican  convention  an  underhanded  ''  deal "  resulted 
the  nomination  by  a  majority  of  two  of  a  new  candid 
for  register  of  probate*.  Thereupon  a  Democratic  nonii; 
tion  was  made  for  both  register  of  probate  and  clerk  of  i 
courts  for  the  first  time  for  manv  t(»rms. 

The  clerk  was  re-elected,  but  an  experienced  and  officii 
register  of  jn'obate,  thoroughly  versed  in  probate  law,  wh< 
oflice  had  been  administered  without  suggestion  of  complaii 
was  displaced  by  a  new  and  inexperienced  incumbent,  w 
is  more  than  likely,  now  that  the  office  is  brought  into  pc 
tics,  to  find  a  contest  at  the  end  of  his  term. 
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Terms  of  Office. 

By  chapter  332  of  the  Acts  of  1901,  cities  were  obliged 
to  vote  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  act  which  required  the 
election  of  city  clerks  for  terms  of  three  years.  It  was 
accepted  by  27  of  the  cities,  and  the  commissioner  sees 
with  great  satisfaction  the  continuance  in  oflSce  for  at  least 
another  year  of  the  city  clerks  in  cities  where  ^*  clean 
sweeps  "  of  the  oflSces  are  predicted. 

The  act  was  rejected  by  these  small  majorities  in  the 
following  cities :  Beverly,  276  ;  Lowell,  788  ;  Marlborough, 
182;  Northampton,  337;  Quincy,  271;  and  Waltham, 
918. 

It  has  been  represented  to  the  commissioner  that  many 
not  familiar  with  the  act  did  not  vote,  and  that  another  vote 
would  show  a  different  result.  While  towns  may  by  the 
acceptance  of  section  335  of  chapter  11  of  the  Revised 
Laws  elect  a  town  clerk  for  three  vears,  the  above-named 
cities  must  ask  for  special  legislation  ;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  printed  criticisms  of  the  commissioner  for  ^'  defying  the 
popular  verdict,"  and  having  the  '*  impudence"  to  suggest 
in  1902  that  these  cities  ])c  given  another  opportunity,  he 
renews  the  suggestion,  and  in  the  interest  of  the  records 
urges  persons  in  the  above  cities  who  know  their  value, 
and  the  desirability  of  keeping  the  recording  oflSces  out  of 
politics,  to  ask  such  legislation,  that  their  cities  may  be  on 
equal  footing  with  the  majority,  where  the  longer  tenure  of 
office  encoui-ages  the  clerks  to  improvements  in  work  and 
methods. 

Exaggerated  Newspaper  Beports. 

From  time  to  time  reports  appear  in  the  newspapers  of 
the  loss  or  discovery  of  valuable  records.  With  one  excep- 
tion the  reports  of  loss,  usually  sent  during  the  excitement 
of  a  fire,  have  been  either  false  or  greatly  exaggerated,  and, 
though  the  commissioner  tries  to  correct  the  statements, 
they  become  fixed  in  the  public  mind.  The  reported  loss 
of  all  the  records  of  Marlborough,  by  the  burning  of  the 
city  hall,  where  none  were  lost,  though  extensively  contra- 
dicted, is  still  considered  a  fact,  and  inquiries  are  made  of 
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this  office  where  facts  presumably  recorded  in  Marlborou 
can  be  ascertained.  A  very  recent  printed  statement  tl 
the  city's  records  are  unprotected  because  of  the  loss  of  t 
city  hall  is  also  false. 

A  report  under  "Town  Records  Lost,"  in  heavy  lin 
stated  that  the  records  of  Washington  were  mysteriou; 
disappearing,  and  a  search  warrant  might  be  issued.  Duj 
cate  keys  were  hinted  at.  The  fact  was  that  a  volume  l 
been  taken  for  use  by  some  one  having  access  to  the  sji 
which  was  not  strictly  allowable,  but  it  was  returned  to  t 
clerk  as  soon  as  asked  for.  The  records  of  Tyringhani  w< 
falsely  reported  as  having  been  carried  out  of  town  b^ 
former  selectman,  but  this  re|)Oit  was  without  foundatic 
The  loss  of  records  in  fires  at  Burlington,  Townsend,  ii 
some  other  towns  have  been  reported  when  none  were  los 

These  reports  reflect  upon  the  commissioner  and  the  lo 
authorities,  and  are  read  with  regret  by  persons  tlirough< 
the  country  interested  in  the  respective  towns  and  th 
records,  who  never  see  the  denials. 

The  reports  of  the  **  discovery "  of  valuable  paj^ers  j 
instructive,  and  to  be  welcomed  as  helps  to  arouse  ])ul 
int(Test,  but  they  are  often  amusing  as  items  of  no\ 
With  few  exce|)tions  the  |)apers  are  some  which  have  bt 
rescued  by  the  counnissioner  from  obscure  places  in  to 
halls  or  elsewhere,  where  their  existence  was  unkntr 
because  of  accunuilations  with  them  of  masses  of  print 
matter,  unimportant  written  matter,  school  supplies,  an( 
miscellaneous  collection  of  rubbish,  such  as  stage  seenei 
fair-decorations,  and  kindling  wood.  Upon  bringing  tlu 
to  light  tli(\y  have  been  put  in  proper  custody,  and  in  coui 
of  time  are  **  discovered ''  by  some  one,  who  writes 
descriptive  article.  Similar  descrii)tions  would  apjilj' 
very  many  towns,  and  it  is  possible  that  more  extensi 
reports  of  the  counnissioner  at  the  time,  making  pub 
the  results  of  his  work  of  discovery,  would  have  arouse<] 
general  interest  in  the  towns  specified.  There  are  niai 
towns  where  such  papers  undoubtedly  can  be  found,  and  t 
local  historical  societies  can  do  no  better  work  than  to  tii 
them.  When  found,  however,  they  should  be  placi^d 
public  custody. 
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Reports  of  the  Commissioner. 

The  commissioner  has  for  two  years  asked  for  an  additional 
number  of  the  annual  reports,  but  no  attention  whatever  has 
been  paid  to  the  request.  He  is  fully  aware  that  under  the 
present  method  of  distribution  a  part  of  those  now  printed 
are  of  no  use  to  any  one,  and  form  part  of  the  mass  of 
printed  matter  sent  to  the  cities  and  towns  which  is  piled 
away  as  a  useless  encumbrance,  entailing  more  or  less 
expense.  In  many  cases  it  is  a  menace  to  the  records  which 
have  found  their  way  into  the  mass.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
knows  that  they  may  be  of  use  to  the  recording  oflScers 
and  persons  having  oflScial  connection  with  the  records,  if 
put  into  their  hands  directly  and  seasonably.  This  is  proved 
by  the  numberless  inquiries  concerning  matters  (notably  in 
regard  to  typewriting)  which  have  been  fully  set  forth  in  the 
reports,  and  by  evidence  that  requirements  of  the  law  therein 
mentioned  have  not  come  to  the  attention  of  those  concerned. 
Moreover,  they  often  suggest  legislation,  and  the  sugges- 
tions should  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  recording  oflScers, 
perhaps  to  oppose,  before  action  upon  them,  instead  of 
months  after  the  Legislature  adjourns. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  has  placed  a  large 
number  of  the  reports  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioner  to 
fill  the  demands  of  a  mailing  list  of  persons  desiring  them, 
but  to  supply  the  recording  officers  the  commissioner  has  for 
two  years  had  a  sufficient  number  printed  at  his  own  expense. 
To  be  relieved  of  this,  he  asks  that  500  additional  copies  be 
annually  printed,  to  lye  placed  in  his  hands  for  distribution. 

Typewriting. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  use  of  the  typewriter  upon  the 
public  records  was  authorized  in  1899,  and  the  list  of  ribbons 
approved  by  the  commissioner  to  be  used  upon  them  was 
printed  in  the  report  for  1900,  inquiries  are  often  received 
firom  recording  officers  in  regard  to  the  legality  of  typewriting 
upon  the  records,  and  whether  such  writing  is  permanent. 
Such  inquiries  are  received  also  from  persons  all  over  the 
country  who  have  heard  that  the  subject  has  had  official 
investigation  in  Massachusetts,  and  it  seems  well,  therefore, 
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to  quote  the  law  and  again  print  the  list  of  approved  ribbons. 
One  of  them  is  withdrawn  from  the  list,  as  it  is  no  longer 
manutactiir(?d. 

Persons  having  the  care  or  custodj''  of  public  records  in 
any  department  or  office  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  of  any 
county,  city,  or  town,  **  shall  not  use  or  permit  to  be  used 
upon  such  records  any  ribbon,  pad,  or  other  device  used  for 
printing  by  typewriting  machines,  or  any  ink  contained  in 
such  ribbon,  pad,  or  device,  except  such  as  has  been  approved 
by  the  commissioner  "  of  public  records. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  I..aws,  the  following  ribbons  and  pad,  and 
the  pads  and  other  devices  used  for  printing  by  typewriting 
machines,  made  by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below, 
if  inked  with  the  inks  used  upon  their  respective  ribbons, 
are  approved  for  use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  of  the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns 
therein. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

MaDofactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  162  Colnmbua  Ayenae,  Boston. 

Little's  Brilliant  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Ilochester,  N.  Y. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  168. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  Sc  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  X.  J. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  Stephen  T.  Smith  Company,  10  Park  Plaee,  New  Tork. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  656. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Veaey  Street,  New  York. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  147. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  CongrcM  Street,  Boeton. 

Black  Record  Paragon  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Wycko£f,  Seam  ana  &  Benedict,  16  School  Street,  Boeton. 

Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  Yost  Writing  Machine  Company.  316  Broadway,  New  Tork. 
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The  report  of  S.  E.  Dawson,  Esq.,  Queen's  Printer  and 
Controller  of  Stationery,  submitted  to  the  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment in  1900,  deals  with  the  subject  of  papers,  inks,  and 
typewriting  in  a  most  instructive  and  interesting  manner.  In 
writing  of  the  permanency  of  typewriting  he  says  :  ^*  During 
the  last  year  I  had  under  my  notice  a  crucial  instance  of  the 
different  behaviors  ot  inks  under  a  severe  test.  In  the  fire 
at  the  West  Block  two  letter  books  belonging  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Militia  were  injured.  Both  were  charred  at  the 
edges,  and  had  been  thoroughly  soaked  \nth  water  to  an 
equal  degree.  The  signatures  and  all  letters,  in  both  book^, 
which  had  been  copied  from  writing  ink  were  perfectly  good 
and  legible.  The  durability  of  good  writing  ink  was  evi- 
dent, but  the  typewritten  copies  were  very  different.  In 
one  letter  book  not  a  single  typewritten  letter  was  legible. 
Every  page  was  an  indistinct  blur  of  blue  and  purple.  In 
the  other  book  a  different  ribbon  had  for  the  most  part  been 
used,  and  every  letter  written  with  that  was  clear  and  dis- 
tinct ;  while  on  the  pages  of  the  same  book  where  other 
ribbons  had  been  used  not  a  single  word  or  even  letter  could 
be  picked  out  of  the  confused  blur  of  color." 

Sta^q'ing  Pads. 

Inquiries  continue  to  be  made  concerning  the  legality  of 
stamping  upon  the  records,  and  the  permanency  of  stamping 
inks.  The  stamping  would  seem  to  be  illegal,  but  the  per- 
manency is  an  open  question.  The  i>ermanenc j  thus  far ^ 
under  a  severe  test,  of  stamping  done  in  1901  with  a  certain 
pad  for  which  permanency  was  claimed,  suggested  to  the 
commissioner  the  advisability  of  an  investigation ;  but  the 
statement  of  the  several  manufacturers  consulted,  that  all 
the  inks  contained  aniline  colors,  and  the  doubt  expressed 
as  to  absolute  permanency,  made  an  investigation  at  this 
time  premature.  Experiments  are  being  carried  on  by  the 
manufacturers  with  black  and  blue  colors,  and  some  of  those 
inks  now  made  would  undoubtedly,  if  not  exposed  to  the 
light,  last  for  a  long  time,  but  it  can  be  said  that  inks  of  the 
other  colors  are  fugitive. 

Investigation    will    be    made    to    determine  if   possible 
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whether  stamping  should  be  allowed,  as  there  are  many 
places  where  stamps  could  be  used  to  advantage,  and  many 
would  like  to  use  them. 

Binding  and  Preserving  the  Records. 

The  most  specific  results  of  the  work  from  year  to  year 
are  shown  in  the  binding  and  preserving  of  the  ancient 
records.  The  condition  of  some  of  the  volumes  cannot  be 
pictured  by  description,  or  photography,  as  nothing  but 
handling  will  show  the  state  of  decay  to  whigh  the  paper 
has  arrived.  Many  of  the  books  are  mentioned  by  writers 
and  orators  as  priceless ;  but  the  requirement  by  the  com- 
missioner that  they  shall  be  bound  and  preserved  is  often 
considered  as  the  imposition  of  a  needless  expense.  A  part 
of  the  appropriation  for  the  work  of  the  commissioner  is 
expended  each  year  for  this  binding,  where  the  expense  to 
a  town  would  under  certain  circumstances  seem  excessive. 

Records  have  been  bound  by  the  Emery  process  dur- 
ing the  year  for  the  following  places :  Middlesex  Ooon^ 
Southern  District,  and  Worcester  County  Worcester  Dis- 
trict Registries  of  Deeds ;  Middlesex  County  Registry  of 
Probate;  Burlington,  Dartmouth,  Everett,  Great  Barring- 
ton,  Leicester,  Lenox,  New  Braintree,  Northfield,  Reho- 
both,  Sheffield,  South  Hadley,  Taunton,  and  Tisbury. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902  :  Barre,  Becket,  Bedford,  Lee, 
Leicester,  Lexington,  Maiden,  Medfield,  Millbury,  South- 
borough,  Sudbury,  Topsfield,  Tyringham,  Walpole,  and 
Westborough.     The  following  volumes  have  been  issued  :  — 

Boston.  A  Volume  of  Recoixis  relating  to  the  Early  History 
of  Boston,  containing  Boston  Marriages  from  1752  to  1809. 
(This  is  the  Thirteenth  Report  in  the  series  of  Boston  Records, 
formerly  called  Record  Commissioners*  Reports.)  Edward  W. 
McGlenen,  City  Registrar.     Boston,  1903. 

FrrciiBURG.  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitchboig, 
Mass.    A  copy  of  a  portion  of  the  Records  contained  in  Volume 
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III.,  pages  271  to  559  inclusive,  being  Volume  Five  of  the  Printed 
Records  of  the  Town.  Compiled  by  Walter  A.  Davis,  City  Clerk. 
Fitchburg,  1902. 

Ancient  Dating  and  Adjusting  of  Dates. 

The  thirteenth  report  of  this  conaimission  dealt  with  the 
subject  of  double  dating.  As  much  copying  is  being  done 
or  is  in  contemplation  in  anticipation  of  the  publication  of 
the  series  of  vital  records,  it  seems  well  to  again  call  atten- 
tion to  that  subject. 

Owing  to  the  adoption  by  Parliament  of  the  Gregorian 
calendar,  and  the  change  from  the  Julian,  the  reckoning  of 
time  as  connected  with  ancient  dates  is  always  perplexing, 
even  to  those  familiar  with  the  subject,  and  egregious  errors 
have  been  made  by  copyists  and  writers.  The  greatest 
cause  of  error  has  been  adopting  a  single  date  as  the  year, 
when  double  dating  would  have  shown  that  the  next  year 
as  now  reckoned  was  intended.  The  Massachusetts  Court 
Records  are  usually  single  dated,  and  searchers  are  easily 
led  into  error. 

Much  has  been  written  in  attempts  to  explain  the  method 
of  dating,  which  lacks  directness  and  leaves  the  reader  still 
confused.  An  attempt  is  here  made  to  present  a  concise 
statement. 

The  act  of  Parliament,  passed  at  the  session  of  Jan.  17, 
1750,  is  clear  in  its  meaning,  and  the  part  here  quoted  seems 
to  need  no  explanation.  It  enacted  :  "That  in  and  through- 
out all  his  Majesties  dominions  and  countries  in  Europe^ 
Asia  J  Africa  and  America  the  said  supputation,  according 
to  which  the  year  of  our  Lord  beginneth  on  the  twenty-fifth 

• 

day  of  March^  shall  not  be  made  use  of  from  and  after  the 
last  day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  ;  and  that  the  first  day  of  January  next  following  the 
said  last  day  of  December  shall  be  reckoned,  taken,  deemed 
and  accounted  to  be  the  first  day  of  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two."  Also  that 
"the  feast  of  EaMer  and  other  moveable  feasts  thereon  de- 
pending, shall  be  ascertained  according  to  the  same  method 
as  they  now  are,  until  the  second  day  of  September  in  the 
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year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  in< 
and  that  the  natural  day  next  immediately  follow 
said  second  day  of  September  shall  l)e  called,  reckon 
accounted  to  be  the  fourteenth  day  of  September/' 

Ignorance  of  the  law,   or  defiance  of  it  from   pi 
whic^h  was  wide-spread,    led  persons  to  continue 
method  of  dating  for  some  time,  and  such   dates, 
found,  must  be  treated  as  errors. 

The  following  would  seem  to  be  a  concise  staten 
reference  :  — 

1.  Under  the  present  method  of  beginning  the  ye« 
ary  1,  instead  of  March  2^^  December  81  was  the  1 
of  ITT)!,  and  January  1  the  first  day  of  1752. 

2.  There  should  be  no  double  dates  after  the  yea 
and  never  any  except  from  January  1  to  March  24. 

3.  Whether  a  single  date  in  January,  February',  oi 
to  the  24th,  in  a  year  prior  to  1752,  meant,  by  the 
method  of  dating,  the  year  as  written  or  the  next,  c 
be  determined   by   the  dates  of  the  months   prece< 
following. 

4.  Prior  to  1752  "  1st  Month"  or  "  1  Mo"  meant 
'                                    not  January,   the   months    numbering    in    order    to 

i  Month,"  which  was  February,  not  December. 

I 

I 

j  The  change  of  dates  from  Old  Style  (O.S.)  to  Ne^ 

j  (N.S.)   is  especially   confusing,   and   occasions  niu< 

troversy,  and  disagi'cement  between  what  are  acce 
authorities. 

In   1582  th(»  Gregorian  calendar  was  established, 
I  dropped  ten  days  from  the  Julian  calendar,  and  nia< 

j  of  the  years  ending  a  century   (/.^.,   which  end  wi 

and  not  divisible  by  400  a  conmion  yi^ar  and  not 
year,  the  Julian  calendar  having  made  each  divisable 
lea})  year.  (This  explains  why  1900  was  not  a  leap 
Therefore,  1700,  which  was  a  leap  year  under  the 
calendar,  was  a  connnon  year  under  the  Ciregorian. 
I  day  had  been  added   in    1700,  by  adhering  to  the 

1  calendar,  it  became  nee(»ssarv  in  the  act  of  1750  to  d 
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days  in  order  to  conform  to  the  Gregorian  calendar,  which 
had  dropped  10.  The  legal  and  practical  method  was  thus 
adopted  of  adding  10  days  to  all  dates  prior  to  Sept.  3, 
1752,  to  make  them  conform  to  the  New  Style.  As  an 
illustration,  Sept.  7,  1630,  the  day  Boston  received  its  name, 
became  September  17,  and  is  so  recognized. 

By  another  method  of  reckoning,  each  year  divisible  by  4 
is  considered  a  leap  year,  as  under  the  Julian  calendar,  which 
would  include  the  years  1700,  1800,  and  1900,  omitted 
in  the  Gregorian  calendar  because  not  divisible  by  400. 
Accordingly  the  Julian  calendar  adds  a  day  in  each  century 
for  a  leap  year  omitted  in  the  Gregorian  or  established 
calendar. 

The  statement  made  in  various  publications  that  from 
1700  to  1800  there  should  be  11  days  added,  12  from  1800 
to  1900,  and  13  during  this  century,  is  based  upon  the  fact 
that  the  years  1700,  1800,  and  1900  had  each  made  the 
diflference  of  1  day  between  the  calendars.  This  method  of 
calculation  may  have  its  uses  in  comparisons,  but  un^er  it 
each  century  would  require  a  new  adjustment  of  dates. 
Parliament  fixed  upon  10  days  as  the  diflerence,  and  it  was 
adopted,  and  is  so  accepted. 

A  confusion  also  arises  in  legislative  dates.  Under  the 
Constitution  the  General  Court  assembled  on  the  last 
Wednesday  in  May,  and  was  dissolved  on  the  day  next  preced- 
ing the  said  last  Wednesday.  Consequently,  the  legislative 
year  covered  parts  of  two  calendar  years,  while  the  acts  and 
resolves  passed  in  the  sessions  held  in  the  second  calendar 
year  bore  date  of  the  year  of  assembling.  This  continued 
until  May  11,  1831. 

The  following  rule  can  be  followed  in  considering  legis- 
lative dates  within  the  period  from  May,  1781,  to  May, 
1831 :  for  all  dates  from  the  last  Wednesday  of  May  to  De- 
cember 31  inclusive,  use  the  first  year ;  for  all  from  January 
1  to  the  day  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  inclu- 
sive, use  the  second  year. 

Various  citations  of  the  laws  have  designated  the  same 
acts  under  diflTerent  numbers,  the  older  editions  having 
numbered  the  chapters  of  each  session  serially.     The  latest 
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official  edition  of  the  Laws  and  Resolves  numbers  the  < 
ters  of  the  acts  consecutively  for  the  legislative  year. 

As  an  illustmtion,  the  act  passed  March  23,  1786,  qi 
in  the  table  of  towns  in  the  Manual  of  the  Legisla 
appears  in  the  early  editions  as  chapter  34  of  the  Fehr 
session  of  1785  (really  1786),  while  in  the  latest  editi 
is  chapter  75  of  the  Acts  of  the  hfjisJative  year  1785. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 

At  the  request  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  Cle 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  in  the  Manual  c 
Legislature  entitled  ' '  Counties,  Cities,  and  Towns  of 
sachusetts"  is  prepared  by  the  commissioner.  This 
consequence  of  the  fact  that  the  first  report  of  the  con 
sion  in  1889  contained  the  class  of  facts  embodied  in  this  t 
which  had  been  very  incomplete  and  incorrect.  In  pr 
ing  the  report  much  legislation  before  overlooked,  be< 
not  in  print  or  not  indexed,  was  discovered  and  emb( 
in  it. 

From  time  to  time  since  1889  references  found  in  an 
town  records,  which  have  been  examined  while  in  the 
missioner's  custodv  for  bindin<r,  have  led  to  the  diseove; 
legislation  concerning  changes  in  town  boundaries  ;  and 
legislation  has  been  included  in  the  table,  but  the  con: 
sioner  has  had  neither  time  nor  appropriation  for  resc 
for  this  work  not  proi)erly  belonging  to  his  office, 
very  thorough  and  systematic  search  of  the  written  i 
records,  made  by  the  ( -onnnissioners  on  the  Topognip 
Survey  and  Map  of  the  State,  continued  by  tliat  departi 
of  the  Board  of  Harbor  and  Land  Commissioners,  has  bro 
to  light  much  obscure  legislation  which  has  been  embci 
in  the  table  in  the  Manual,  for  which  aeknowledcnnei 
here  made.  The  establishment  year  by  year  by  the  Ia 
lature  of  n(»w  town  boundaries  as  proposed  by  the  Boa: 
constantly  adding  to  the  table. 

In  consulting  the  table  it  will  be  noticed  that  in  u 
cases  part  of  each  town  is  said  to  be  annexed  to  the  o 
town.  AVhile  this  is  generally  true  when  new  town  boi 
are  established,  mention  is  made  of  the  fact  only  when 
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act  so  specified,  it  being  inferred  that  enough  territory  was 
then  transferred  to  make  it  worthy  of  mention. 

The  date  given  in  the  table  under  the  caption  *' First 
Mentioned  in  Eecords  of  the  State,  or  therein  recorded  as 
Established  or  Incorporated,"  is  sometimes  questioned  or 
protested  by  persons  interested  in  a  town,  who  claim  that 
the  date  of  settlement  should  be  given.  Some  of  these  pro- 
tests have  even  reached  the  Governors. 

The  dates  given  are  just  what  they  purport  to  be.  Any 
attempt  to  give  dates  of  settlement  would  necessitate  his- 
torical sketches,  and  occasion  protests  from  towns,  once 
included  in  a  large  tract  of  land,  as  to  which  included  the 
original  spot  settled. 

This  subject  cannot  be  better  presented  than  by  quoting 
from  the  first  report  of  this  commission  :  — 

The  presentation  made  under  town  records  is  not  a  historical 
summary  of  legislation  relating  to  the  lands  which  were  firat 
plantations  and  then  towns,  much  of  which,  as  has  been  said, 
may  be  a  matter  of  town  record  only,  but  it  is  a  presentation  of 
the  facts  contained  in  the  record  in  possession  of  the  State,  with  a 
reference  to  this  record  covering  the  first  appearance  of  the  town 
name,  and  of  its  successive  appearances  when  territorial  limits, 
change  of  name,  or  change  to  a  city  are  the  subjects  of  legislation. 
Various  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  the  records.  The  date  of 
the  first  mention  of  a  town  in  a  tax  act  is  sometimes  fixed  upon 
as  the  date  of  incorporation ;  the  date  of  the  first  mention  of  the 
land,  which  by  its  location  afterward  became  the  town,  is  some- 
times used  to  establish  the  date  of  incorporation;  also,  the  date 
when  the  "  town  "  is  given  all  the  privileges  of  other  towns,  etc., 
is  sometimes  used  as  the  conclusive  date  as  to  the  incorporation. 
For  these  reasons,  it  may  be  contended  that  the  dates  which  are 
given  in  this  report  as  the  ones  on  which  certain  towns  were  incor- 
porated are  incorrect,  as  they  will  not  agree  with  statements  in 
town  histories  and  in  other  works.  However,  it  is  believed  that 
the  dates  of  the  establishment  of  the  several  towns,  or  of  the  first 
mention  of  the  town  names  here  given,  are  the  correct  ones.  If  a 
town  was  named  in  the  tax  act  of  any  year,  and  this  was  the  first 
time  the  town  was  mentioned  in  legislation,  it  is  fair  to  assume 
that  it  was  at  that  time  acknowledged  as  a  town  already  in  exist- 
ence, and  the  date  of  the  tax  act  cannot  justly  be  considered  as 
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the  date  of  incorporation.  If  a  "  town  "  by  an  act  was  giT< 
privilejrcs  of  other  towns,  it  must  already  have  been  a  towi 
the  date  of  buch  legislation  cannot  fairly  be  considered  as  Xhi 
of  incorporation. 

Ajraiu,  if  a  town  —  A,  for  instance  —  had  been  Plantaiio 
2  for  forty  years,  and  then  the  name  of  Plantation  No.  : 
chanjred  to  the  town  of  A,  and  then  the  name  A  was  eljans 
li  after  another  forty  vears,  the  town  of  B  should  not  dat€ 
the  establishment  of  Plantation  Xo.  2,  while,  as  a  matter  of 
the  recor<ls  of  the  town  of  B  begin  eighty  years  later :  bi 
circa  instances  of  this  illustration  apply  in  some  cases.  So. 
are  certain  towns  which,  from  all  that  can  be  ascertained  frcj 
records  in  the  possession  of  the  State,  never  were  establishec 
there  are  some  not  now  recognized  as  towns,  which,  so  far 
State  record  is  concerned,  have  never  become  extinct. 

An  example  is  furnislied  in  the  case  of  Fahmnitli. 
4,  \i\W,  ''  Tpon  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sip] 
ff/iffs  Kocliester,  to  become  a  township,  and  have  the 
leges  of  a  town,  the  court  granted  their  desires  ir 
respect,  and  the  like  granted  to  Suckancsset  inhabits 
No  sul)s(^(juent  legislation  identifies  Suekanessct  witli 
mouth,  which  name  ap])ears  for  the  first  tiiiio  in  the 
records  in  a  tax  act  in  IdlM,  and  it  is  so  stated  ii 
Manual.  How  or  when  the  name  Falmouth  was  «nv 
the  territory  embraced  in  Suekanessct  is  not  known 
the  date  of  the  establishment  of  Suekanessct  cann< 
given  as  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  Falmouth. 

Nortlificld   oilers   another  illustmtion.     Feb.    2:^, 
uj)on  tli<'  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  '*  plantati< 
S(piak<*ag,    formerly    called    Northfiekl,"    the     grant 
plantation  was  '*  revived/'  the   ''town  to  be  called  N 
field/'      June    10,  171'),  this  order  was  continued  for 
years.      Fivc^  ycar^  later.  Dee.  (5,  1720,  the  comniittt 
th<^  plantation  was  continued  for  tw^o  years,  and  Jun 
172.*i,   Nortlifield   was  given  all  the  privileges  cnjoyc 
towns.       Fufortunately,    the    first    volume     of    Nortl 
records  has  been  missin«r  for  many  years,  otherwise  it  i 
be    possible    to   ascertain    when    Squakeag   w-jis   *'  fon 
calhjd  Nortlitiold,"  or  when  the  inhabitants  considerec 
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settlement  a  town.  The  first  mention  of  the  name  in  the 
records  of  the  State  is  Feb.  22,  1714,  and  that  is,  therefore, 
given  in  the  Manual,  without  an  attempt  to  fix  the  date  of 
settlement  or  incorporation  of  Northfield. 

The  question  is  sometimes  raised  as  to  how  certain  towns 
became  towns  or  acquired  corporate  rights,  no  direct  legis- 
lation concerning  their  establishment  or  incorporation  having 
been  enacted.  The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
the  legislation  presented  for  the  first  time  in  the  table  in  the 
Manual  for  1904  would  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  establish  the 
corporate  capacity  of  all  towns  not  otherwise  incorporated. 

The  dates  of  all  days  in  the  table  prior  to  Sept.  3,  1752, 
are  marked  with  an  asterisk,  signifying  "  Old  Style." 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  2,  1906. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  thirteenth  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  seventeenth  in  the  series  of  reports 
on  the  public  records. 

Kesults  of  the  Work. 

To  mention  specific  eases  of  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  the  records,  or  in  the  buildings  where  they  are  kept, 
seems  unnecessary,  but  it  can  be  said  that  improvements  are 
constantly  being  made. 

The  requirements  for  improvements  upon  the  records  are 
complied  with  without  much  delay,  as  the  matter  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  custodians,  but  as  those  upon  the  buildings 
need  the  action  of  county  commissioners,  city  governments, 
or  selectmen,  and  involve  considerable  expenditures,  they- 
are  often  delayed  and  need  much  urging. 

While  not  wishing  to  claim  any  results  not  the  work  of 
the  commissioner,  he  feels  justified  in  claiming  that  much 
of  the  improvement  in  conditions  attaching  to  semi-public 
and  private  records  is  due  to  his  work.  Suggestions  and 
recommendations  are  constantly  asked  for  concerning  safe 
depositaries,  copying,  and  binding,  and  as  to  proper  paper 
and  ink  to  be  used  for  the  records,  the  statement  often  being 
made  that  the  ink  used,  even  recently,  is  fading.  Many  of 
the  church  records  included  among  these  supply  vital  records 
not  found  in  the  public  records,  and  their  preservation  is 
equally  important.  The  inquiries  come  not  only  from 
within  the  State,  but  from  government  oflScials,  and  from 
State  and  municipal  officers  in  many  of  the  States,  and 
from  abroad,  one  having  been  received  from  New  Zealand. 
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vouchers  are  properly  papers  belonging  to  the  files,  and  are 
fore  required  to  be  preserved  for  seven  years.  While  it 
that  such  papers  are  not  in  the  majority  of  cases  required 
to  be  Hied  within  the  meaning  of  Revised  Laws,  chapter  3 
tion  5,  which  defines  public  records,  and  are  not  necessari! 
served  for  the  reason  that  they  are  public  records,  the 
nevertheless,  papers  belonging  to  the  files,  and  their  preset 
is  required  for  the  reason  that  they  are  or  may  be  of  irop€ 
as  evidence  in  the  event  of  actions  brought  against  the  Coi 
wealth,  or  any  county,  city  or  town,  upon  the  matters  to 
they  relate.  They  are,  in  fact,  private  records  of  the  depar 
by  which  they  are  kept,  and  as  such  are  an  essential  part 
files  of  such  department.  Their  filing  is  required  not  by  e 
provision  of  law  but  by  the  necessity  for  their  preservation  1 
purposes  of  evidence. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  of  opinion  that  your  question  mi 
answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Herbert  Parker, 

Attorney- Otn 

Official  Bonds. 

In  examining  the  files  in  the  several  towns  the  coi 
sioner  has  noted  a  laxity  in  regard  to  the  custody  of  o 
bonds.  .  AA'hile  the  matter  of  their  preservation  for  tl 
quired  time  as  part  of  the  files  is  within  his  province, 
security  from  purloining  is  not,  but  is  called  to  public  t 
tion  upon  the  general  principle  tljat  prevention  is  1 
than  cure. 

The  statutes  concerning  these  bonds  seem  to  have 
drawn  with  an  indefiniteness  needing  amending,  as  in  i 
if  not  most  cases  the  custodians  of  the  different  bond 
not  specified.  For  instance,  the  treasurer  of  a  town  '* 
give  bond  ;  "  the  collector  '  *  shall  give  bond  to  the  to^ 
"  a  constable  who  has  given  bond  to  the  town  "  and 
filed  the  same  .  .  .  with  the  town  clerk ; "  the  treasui 
a  fire  district  ''  shall  give  a  bond." 

In  many  of  the  towns  all  or  several  of  the  town  ol 
have  access  to  the  safes  or  vaults  where  the  files  mu 
kept,  and  it  often  happens  that  they  could  at  any  time 
bonds  they  have  given,  or  upon  which  they  arc  bonds 
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It  is  quite  common  for  the  clerk,  who  alone  has  access,  to 
be  clerk  and  treasurer,  and  it  is  related  that  some  years  ago 
a  clerk  and  treasurer  was  kind  enough  to  his  bondsmen  to 
destroy  his  bond  as  treasurer  before  he  absconded  with  a 
considerable  sura. 

Town  officers  may  be  obliged  to  give  bonds  as  citizens  for 
carrying  on  ceilain  lines  of  business,  such  as  auctioneering, 
money  lending,  or  liquor  selling,  in  which  case  their  bonds 
would  be  accessible  to  them. 

Pending  legislation  or  the  adoption  of  by-laws  the  town 
officers  owe  it  to  the  towns  to  see  that  bonds  are  deposited 
where  persons  who  might  have  an  object  in  destroying  them 
cannot  obtain  them. 

Delinquent  Custodians. 

When  the  commissioner  commenced  his  tours  of  inspec- 
tion in  1889  he  was  tempted  to  report  in  detail  the  cases  of 
utter  neglect  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  statutes 
on  the  part  of  the  persons  responsible  for  the  safety  and  con- 
dition of  the  records,  but  as  they  were  so  many,  and  came 
partly  from  divided  responsibility  and  partly  from  following 
precedent,  it  seemed  hardly  just.  Nor  did  it  seem  best  to 
threaten  prosecution,  and  the  conclusion  to  do  neither  was 
stated  in  an  early  report.  But  constant  prodding,  person- 
ally, by  circular,  and  through  the  annual  reports,  would 
seem  to  make  ignorance  of  the  requirements  no  longer  an 
excuse,  and  flagrant  cases  may  hereafter  be  reported. 

Lending  Records. 

It  was  quite  a  common  custom  prior  to  the  establishment 
of  the  commission  for  clerks  to  lend  their  records  and  papers 
to  persons  asking  for  them,  especially  to  historians,  who, 
strange  to  say,  usually  took  no  care  for  their  safety.  This 
the  commissioner  immediately  forbade,  and  the  clerks  have 
since  been  able  to  quote  their  instructions  as  reason  for 
refusing,  which  they  had  been  loath  to  do. 

The  printing  of  the  vital  records  authorized  by  chapter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902  led  persons  who  had  in  mind  copy- 
ing for  the  purpose,  and  some  who  were  to  copy,  to  ask  of 
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the  town  clerks  that  they  let  the  records  go  out  of  their 
custody,  sometimes  to  be  taken  out  of  town.  The  chim 
was  made  that  this  was  an  exceptional  case,  as  the  j  were  to 
be  used  in  the  public  work.  To  prevent  the  risk  winch 
might  result  from  compliance  with  these  requests  by  thou^i- 
less  clerks,  and  to  relieve  the  clerks  who  would  refuse  from 
being  thought  ^^  cranky,"  as  they  are  often  charged  with  being 
when  they  attempt  to  improve  upon  the  lax  conditions  wiiidi 
have  prevailed,  the  commissioner  sent  to  each  of  the  dtj 
and  town  clerks  the  following  circular :  — 

Dear  Sir  :  —  Anticipating  an  inquiry  which  is  made  by  many 
of  the  city  and  town  clerks,  I  would  say  that  under  no  drcom- 
stances  should  your  records  be  carried  oat  of  your  city  or  town 
for  copying,  neither  should  they  be  taken  out  of  your  eostody 
within  the  city  or  town.  Some  persons  desiring  to  oopy  them  for 
printing,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470  of  the  Acts  of  1902, 
are  asking  permission  for  the  custody  of  them. 

If,  however,  you  make  arrangements  with  a  copyist  to  use  tiiem 
in  a  place  within  the  city  or  town,  approved  by  yon,  where  thrir 
safety  will  be  assured  and  their  lawful  use  at  reasonable  times  not 
interfered  with,  and  where  they  will  be  when  not  in  actaal  use  in 
safes  or  vaults  as  safe  as  those  provided  by  the  selectmen,  yon 
will  be  complying  with  the  law. 

Yours  truly, 

Robert  T.  Swan, 

Oommiuianer. 

The  commissioner  has  reason  to  believe  that  this  rule  is 
strictly  enforced.  Non-compliance  with  it  would  seem  to 
warrant  prosecution. 

Despite  the  instructions  the  most  flagrant  case  of  careless 
lending  was  recently  discovered,  the  records  having  been 
loaned,  however,  before  the  circular  was  issued.  Four 
dilapidated  volumes  comprising  all  the  ancient  records  of  a 
town  were  loaned  and  taken  to  Chicago.  The  borrower  had, 
unknown  to  the  clerk,  been  dead  a  few  months  when  the 
commissioner  learned  the  facts.  The  records,  which  had 
been  kept  unprotected  from  fire  in  a  wooden  house  in  the 
suburbs  of  Ohicago,  remote  from  fire  apparatus,  were  re- 
turned to  him,  and  after  being  bound  were  sent  to  the  town. 
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Another  case  which  resulted  in  the  burning  of  an  ancient 
volume  has  recently  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
commissioner.  As  he  was  deceived  about  it,  and  is  obliged 
to  retract  the  published  statement  made  in  1903  that  since 
the  establishment  of  the  commission,  as  far  as  could  be 
learned,  no  records  had  been  burned  for  which  substitutes 
cannot  be  found,  the  rule  of  not  naming  the  town  is  broken. 
In  1894  an  ancient  volume  of  the  town  of  Palmer  was  loaned, 
and  burned  in  a  fire  which  destroyed  the  store  where  it  was 
unprotected,  but  the  fact  was  kept  from  the  commissioner 
when,  soon  after,  he  visited  the  clerk  and  relied  upon  his 
statement  that  there  had  been  no  change  in  the  condition  of 
affairs.  There  is  a  poor  copy  of  the  volume,  and  the  present 
clerk  has  recovered  a  quantity  of  papers  belonging  to  the 
files  of  the  period  covered  by  the  burned  volume,  and  these, 
with  some  foand  by  Mr.  Fred  Wilder  Cross  in  Springfield, 
are  safe  in  the  vault  recently  built  by  the  town. 

Danger  to  the  Records. 

A  great  danger  to  town  records  exists  in  the  large 
amount  of  printed  matter  stored  in  proximity  to  them. 
Aside  from  town  reports  this  consists  chiefly  of  the  public 
documents,  reports  of  boards  and  commissions,  pamphlet 
editions  of  the  laws,  and  the  Massachusetts  Reports,  all^ 
where  they  are  and  in  their  present  condition  absolutely  use- 
less. Ballots,  used  and  unused,  are  included  in  the  mass, 
and  the  pamphlets  containing  the  laws  and  resolves  can  be 
found  by  the  hundreds. 

For  brevity  all  the  above  will  be  designated  under  the 
terra  usually  used  in  the  cities  and  towns,  —  "  stuff."  Most 
of  this  is  sent  to  the  town  clerk,  or  to  the  '*  oflSce  of  the 
town  clerk,"  with  the  result  that  in  many  cases  it  goes  to 
his  house  or  place  of  business,  where  it  is  stowed  wherever  a 
place  can  be  found,  from  cellar  to  attic.  If  there  is  a  room 
known  as  the  town  oflBce,  or  the  selectmen's  room,  it  usually 
goes  to  the  building  in  which  that  is  located,  and  after  all 
available  space  in  the  room  is  filled  it  is  put  wherever  it  will 
seem  to  be  most  out  of  the  way.  Wherever  it  is  located  it 
is  a  constant  menace,  and  rooms  where  records  are  kept  and 
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where  tliere  would  otherwise  be  little  to  biirn,  some  I 
fireproof,  contain  enough  to  endanger  the  records.  In ; 
instances  it  has  been  piled  in  vaults  where  there  was  a 
dency  to  dampness,  witli  the  result  that  it  has  abst 
moisture  to  sucli  an  extent  that  its  removal  has 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  records. 

It  has  caused  another  danger  to  the  records  from  the 
that  records  and  papers  placed  years  ago  in   chests,  clc 
or  other  receptacles  have  been  buried  in  the  accuniula 
It  is  within  bounds  to  say  that  in  the   past  foui'teen 
the  commissioner  has  delved   among  tons   of    this  pr 
matter,  where  he  has  found  volumes  of  the  records  v 
had  been  considered   lost,  early  tax  lists   numbering 
dreds,  nntords  of  the  soldiers  in  the  rebellion,  unrei*( 
returns  of  maiTiages,  reports  of  committees,  important 
and  other  valuable  papers. 

It  would  seem  that  some  distribution  of  the  printed 
ter  authorized  by  the  Legislature  might  be  made  \ 
would  change  these  conditions.  Volumes  which  conimi 
price  beyond  the  dollar  mark  have  disappeared  from  i 
places,  and  the  Massachusetts  Repoits  are  sometimes  de^ 
to  private  use,  in  two  cases  at  least,  not  being  retains 
the  town.  It  is  almost  a  custom  to  allow  them  to  renu 
the  wrappers  in  which  they  are  received. 

ArcrMi'LATioN  OF  Records. 

Attention  has  been  called  to  the  accumulation  of  re^ 
and  the  necessity  for  increased  accommodations  for  t 
resulting  in  the  construction  of  new  buildings  or  remodi 
of  old.  1'he  suggestion  was  made  to  the  commiss 
some  years  ago  that  a  very  great  reduction  could  be 
in  the  bulk  of  the  court  records  by  discontinuing  th 
t(»nded  record,  making  a  more  brief  one,  and  providino 
the  papers  should  be  the  record.  Inquiry  at  the 
showed  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  the  recording  offi 
m(»mbers  of  the  bar,  and  persons  having  knowledge  o; 
conditions,  and  the  commissioner  thought  it  useless  t( 
vanc(»  the  idea,  but  there  is  now  a  strong  sentiment  i 
favor.  A  similar  system  prevails  in  some  of  the  ( 
States. 
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Section  27  of  chapter  165  of  the  Revised  Laws  requires 
that  the  justices  of  the  several  courts  *' shall  see  that  the 
records  are  made  up. seasonably  and  kept  in  good  order ;  and, 
if  the  records  are  left  incomplete  for  more  than  six  consecu- 
tive months,  such  neglect,  unless  caused  by  illness  or  casu- 
alty, shall  be  adjudged  a  forfeiture  of  the  bond  of  the  clerk." 
With  the  appropriation  for  clerical  work  which  the  clerks 
can  obtain  it  is  an  absolute  impossibility  for  some,  if  not  all, 
of  the  courts  to  complete  their  records  within  the  six  months, 
or  a  much  longer  time.  Moreover,  the  records  are  so  vol- 
uminous that  the  clerks  cannot  give  the  supervision  they 
desire,  so  much  of  their  time  being  taken  by  the  sitting 
of  the  courts.  The  saving  in  clerical  work  would  be  a  very 
considerable  sum. 

The  initiative  in  this  matter  might  well  come  from  the 
county  commissioners,  who  find  themselves  confronted  with 
providing  the  fireproof  quarters  for  these  records. 

After  the  above  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printers  severe 
criticism  of  Mr.  Willard,  the  deceased  clerk  of  the  superior 
court  for  civil  business  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  appeared 
in  the  press,  in  which  the  statement  was  made  that  his  rec- 
ords were  far  in  arrears,  and  that  he  had  *' spent  money 
right  and  left,  regardless  of  his  appropriations." 

It  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the  commissioner  to  treat 
as  confidential  all  information  and  suggestions  communicated 
to  him  concerning  the  records,  largely  because  of  the  danger 
from  politics  to  the  persons  having  the  care  and  custody  of 
the  records.  If  the  suggestions  have  seemed  wise  and  prac- 
tical, and  were  approved  by  persons  well  informed  upon  the 
subjects,  the  commissioner  has  advanced  them  upon  his  own 
responsibility.  This  criticism  of  Mr.  Willard,  to  which  he 
cannot  reply,  seems,  however,  to  justify  the  following  state- 
ment in  his  defence,  and  although  it  furnishes  a  strong  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  suggestion  above  made,  and  another  in 
favor  of  removal  of  politics  from  the  recording  offices,  he 
would  not  otherwise  have  been  quoted. 

About  1890  he  called  the  attention  of  the  commissioner 
to  the  mass  of  what  he  termed  "useless"  volumes  in  his 
office,  and  made  the  suggestion,  above  quoted,  for  a  more 
brief  record,  and  desired  the  commissioner  to  recommend  to 
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the  Legislature  a  bill  authorizing  an  abbreviated  n 
and  establishing  the  files  as  the  record.  As  ar^imen 
said  that  the  United  States  coiu'ts  required  certificati 
the  papers,  not  of  the  record ;  that  the  justices  invai 
refeiTcd  to  them  rather  than  to  the  record ;  and  tliat 
any  appropriation  he  was  able  to  obtain  it  was  absol 
impossible  to  keep  the  record  MTitten  up  to  a  date  appi 
ing  that  recjuired  by  law.  To  the  suggestion  that  : 
presented  />//  him  to  the  Legislature  would  carry 
weight,  he  replied  that  the  reduction  that  would  be  uu 
the  large  number  of  persons  employed  and  drawing  pa\ 
his  appropriation  would  arouse  an  opposition  which  ^ 
be  carried  into  polities  and  cost  him  his  position,  for 
was  he  was  hampered  by  politicians  when  he  asked  ft 
appropriations  he  was  able  to  obtain. 

Politics  in  Recokdixg  Offices. 

In  treating  this  subject,  i)olitical  contests  within  tlie 
ties  are  recognized  as  being  as  detrimental  as  coi 
betwecm  them. 

In  the  last  report  the  n^moving  of  the  offices  of  the  re 
ing  olKcers  from  politics  was  advocated,  as  it  has  been 
time  to  time  in  these  reports,  and  the  following  state 
was  made  :  — 

The  attempts  to  make  the  ofHces  of  the  recording  officers 
cal  prizes  still  continue,  to  the  detriment  of  the  records  ai 
public  service.  Honest  service  and  efficiency  gained  by  cxpe 
count  for  nothing  as  against  such  a  doctrine,  recently  print 
that  an  office  "has  been  a  gift  to  the  party  long  enough; 
when  a  minority  party,  or  a  faction  within  a  party,  sees  a  po 
chance  for  a  new  candidate,  he  is  brought  forward. 

Fortunately,  the  attempts  of  the  politicians  do  not  meet 
much  success,  but  they  are  becoming  more  frequent,  st 
opposing  candidates  having  been  brought  forward  this  year 
the  uncertainty  pertaining  to  an  office  counts  against  the 
possible  administration  of  it. 

The  judiciary  of  Massachusetts  largely  owes  its  high  stai 
to  the  fact  that  the  judges  are  appointed,  and  are  abso! 
removed  from  politics.  The  clerks  of  the  police,  municipal 
district  courts  are  appointed,  and  opinion  is  growing  tha 
clerks  of  the  supreme  and  superior  courts,  and  the  registc 
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deeds  and  of  probate,  allied  as  they  are  to  the  judicial  system, 
should  be.  Continued  introduction  of  politics  into  these  offices 
will  tend  to  bring  this  about. 

It  was  not  supposed  that  the  year  to  follow  would  furnish 
such  striking  examples  of  the  need  of  taking  these  oflBces 
out  of  politics  as  are  set  forth  later,  but  with  these  freshly 
in  mind  there  would  seem  to  be  no  better  time  to  consider 
such  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  and  such  legislation 
as  will  authorize  a  return  to  the  requirement  that  clerks  of 
the  courts  shall  be  appointed  by  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court,  and  that  registers  of  probate  shall  bo  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor.  In  most  of  the  counties  the 
judges  of  probate  appoint  the  assistant  register,  and  may 
remove  him,  while  in  Suffolk  County  the  register  appoints 
the  assistant,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  judges,  and  may 
remove  him.  It  might,  therefore,  be  thought  advisable  to 
have  the  judges  appoint  the  registers  as  well. 

The  appointment  of  registers  of  deeds  is  also  recom- 
mended, and  while  this  is  an  entirely  new  departure  it  does 
not  seem  inconsistent.  The  appointment  of  an  assistant 
register,  by  the  register,  is  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
justices  of  the  superior  court,  though  the  register  may 
remove  him.  This  would  seem  to  establish  a  connection 
between  the  registry  and  the  judicial  system. 

In  the  last  report  the  statement  was  made  that  an  under- 
handed ' '  deal "  in  the  Republican  convention  in  Berkshire 
County  resulted  in  the  nomination,  by  a  bare  majority  of 
two,  of  a  new  candidate  for  register  of  probate,  who  was 
elected,  displacing  an  experienced  and  efficient  register. 
For  this  statement  the  commissioner  w^as  criticised  by  the 
press,  though  no  denial  of  the  fact  ever  reached  him,  and  he 
was  told  that  it  was  "  time  enough  to  interfere  when  there 
was  a  known  deterioration  in  the  character  of  the  public 
records."  He  had  already  ''  interfered  "  in  1890,  when  he 
found  that  the  entering  of  politics  into  the  offices,  and  the 
short  and  uncertain  terms  of  the  city  and  town  clerks,  were 
tending  totoard  a  deterioration  in  the  records,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  interfere  until  1901 .     Then  the  Legislature  allowed 
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(*ities  and  towns  to  accept  an  act  he  had  labored  for 
ing  for  three-year  terms  for  their  clerks,  and  27  of  th 
immediately  accepted  it,  6  only  rejecting  it,  and  th 
small  majorities,  and  the  towns  are  gradually  acce{)tii 

Moreover,  in  T^wrence,  where  thei-e  had  been  a  bitt 
test  almost  every  year,  and  the  supreme  court  recent 
obliged  to  settle  the  validity  of  the  election,  the 
have  just  voted,  by  a  vote  of  5,933  votes  in  the  affii 
to  1,350  in  the  negative,  to  elect  the  city  clerk  by  j 
vote,  and  have  elected  the  incumbent  who  had  sen- 
three  years,  he  being  the  only  candidate. 

Encouraged  by  this  success  the  commissioner  ho 
accomplish  something  in  the  effort  to  eliminate  j 
from  all  the  recording  offices,  although  he  has  been  a 
that  it  is  ''risky  to  touch  upon  politics."  As  it 
dutv  to  "annuallv  report  to  the  General  Court  anv  i 
mendations  and  suggestions  as  to  the  public  records, 
presumable  that  he  will  state  reasons  for  the  recomn 
tions,  and  re-enforce  his  reasons  with  facts.  If  s 
forth  the  fa(*ts  from  a  non-partisan  standpoint  constiti 
risk,  h(*  incurs  it  again  by  the  following  statements  :  - 

In  Barnstable  Countv  the  clerk  of  the  courts  die( 
the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  appointed  \ 
cessor  whose  appointment  read,  .  .  .  "we,  a  major 
the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  do  hereby  a] 
Alfred  Crocker,  Ustjuire,  of  Barnstable  in  said  coun 
be  clerk  of  the  courts  for  said  county  of  Barnstable^  ii 
hold  office  until  another  is  elected  and  qualified  in  his 
in  a(!C()r(lancc  with  the  law  made  and  provided  there foi 

The  judgment  of  the  court  was  accepted  and  the  app 
was  el(»cted  without  opposition. 

Ill  Bristol  fount  V  a  serious  condition  exists.  The  re 
of  deeds  for  the  northern  district,  at  Taunton,  died  in 
1904,  and  the  county  commissioners  appointed  a  succ 
There  W(4e  nearly  twenty  apj)licants,  but  the  appoin 
was  unanimous.  AVhen  the  liepublican  convention  f 
nomination  of  a  candidate  for  register  was  held  some 
arose  as  to  the  validity  of  the  convention,  inasmuch  i 
call  issued  by  the  Re})ul)lican  State  Conmiittee  had  nc 
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some  of  the  towns,  included  the  call  for  the  election  of 
delegates  to  such  convention.  The  convention  was  held 
and  the  incumbent  who  had  been  appointed  was  defeated  by 
six  votes.  Objections  were  raised  to  the  certificate  placing 
in  nomination  the  nominee  of  that  convention,  and  the 
matter  went  to  the  Ballot  Law  Commission,  who  decided 
that  neither  candidate  could  go  upon  the  ballot.  Both  then 
ran  upon  nomination  papers  as  Republican  Citizens,  and 
the  nominee  of  the  convention  was  defeated  after  a  contest 
said  to  have  affected  other  offices. 

The  seriousness  of  the  situation  was  then  realized,  for  if 
the  convention  was  not  legally  called,  the  legality  of  the 
election  is  doubtful,  and  the  titles  to  property  recorded  by  a 
register  not  duly  elected  might  be  clouded.  The  question 
may  be  carried  to  the  supreme  court,  and  if  the  election 
was  illegal  the  register  who  was  legally  appointed  to  hold 
until  his  successor  is  qualified  will  hold  until  another  elec- 
tion. 

The  struggle  tor  the  clerkship  of  the  superior  court  for 
civil  business  in  Suflblk  County  furnishes  the  best  illustra- 
tion of  the  evil  of  keeping  these  offices  in  politics,  and  has 
convinced  the  people  of  it  better  than  years  of  appeal  to 
them  would  have  by  a  commissioner  always  cognizant  of  it. 
It  is  the  old  story  of  a  calamity  being  needed  to  convince 
the  people  that  warnings  were  not  unnecessary,  for  this  may 
almost  be  termed  a  calamity  from  the  attempts  to  drag  the 
justices  of  the  supreme  court  into  the  controversy  by  state- 
ments in  the  nominating  conventions  that  their  action  in  the 
matter  of  appointment  had  been  influenced  by  politics,  an 
almost  unheard  of  thing  in  Massachusetts.  Statements  were 
also  made  that  the  offices  of  the  recording  officers  in  Suffolk 
County  were  by  agreement  divided  between  the  two  leading 
political  parties,  and  that  such  an  agreement  should  not  be 
interfered  with.  And  as  if  this  were  not  insulting  enough 
to  the  efficient  occupants  of  these  offices  a  list  of  the  clerks 
of  the  courts  in  the  other  counties  (one  of  whom  had  died) 
was  published  in  the  press  stating  that  they  were  all  Repub- 
licans, followed  by  the  claim  that  this  was  '*  hardly  a  fair 
distribution  of  the  offices."      As  many  of  these  clerks  had 
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had  no  opposition,  their  politics  evidently  not  con 
the  voters,  the  claim  should  have  liad  no  weight. 

The  situation  in  this  county  was  peculiar.  Th 
having  died  the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  coi 
moted  an  assistant  clerk  to  the  vacancy,  his  appo 
reading,  ..."  is  hereby  appointed,  under  the  pi 
therefor  in  section  227  of  chapter  11  of  the  Revised 
clerk  of  the  superior  court  for  civil  business  in  the 
of  Suflfolk  in  place  of  Joseph  A.  Willard,  deceased." 
be  noticed  that  the  form  diiSers  from  that  in  Bai 
County.  Politics  was  then  introduced,  and  His  Exc 
was  asked  to  order  an  election  for  a  clerk.  The  q 
th(»n  arose  whether  the  appointment  was  for  the  un 
term  of  the  deceased  clerk  or  until  the  next  re«:ular  ( 
of  clerk,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  He 
Attorney-General  for  an  opinion.  The  question  w 
had  chiefly  to  consider  was  whether  the  clerk  of  th 
rior  court  for  civil  business  and  the  clerk  of  the  s 
court  for  criminal  business  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  v 
included  in  th(^  designation  *'a  clerk  of  the  courts 
decided  that,  *'to  speak  with  the  utmost  strictness," 
is  '*  clerk  of  the  courts."  "Since,  however,  the 
ology  of  the  Revised  Laws  is  open  to  different  mea 
he  rendered  his  decision  based  upon  the  evident  int 
the  statutes,  and  decided  an  election  was  necessarv. 

An  election  was  held,  an  assistant  clerk  other  tl 
appointee  of  the  justices  being  the  Republican  can 
the  Democratic  candidate  being  a  person  not  coi 
with  the  court,  and  althou<rh  the  latter  was  elected  tl 
showed  a  sentiment  of  non-partisanship  in  regard  t( 
offices  which  warrants  tlie  conclusion  tliat  the  poo 
ready  to  take  them  out  of  politics. 

It  offers  *'  food  for  n^flection  "  when  the  sworn  sta 
of  tlie  candidate  (elected  shows  an  expenditure  of  i 
and  that  of  the  defeated  candidate  Ji>l, 503.06.  The 
matter  cannot  but  have  a  bad  effect  in  the  recordiuir 
and  esi)ecially  in  Suffolk  County,  where  the  faction; 
tests  are  likely  to  further  enter  them. 

That  legislation  is  necessary  in  the  whole  matter  oi 
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id  assistants  in  the  courts  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  referred  to  was  necessary, 
id  because  of  the  inconsistencies  and  the  uncertainty  attach- 
ing to  many  of  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  pertaining  to 
I  them,  as  cited  below. 

The  parts  of  the  statutes  about  which  there  seem  to  be 
no  doubts  provide  that :  — 

The  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  or  a  majority 
of  them  shall  appoint :  — 

A  clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  for  the  Common- 
wealth, for  a  term  of  five  years.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  1.) 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  for  three  years.      (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of  Bristol, 
for  three  years.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for^the  county  of  Essex, 
for  three  years.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of  Hampden, 
for  three  years,  who  may  be  a  woman.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, for  three  years.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
for  three  years.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of  Worces- 
ter, for  three  years.      (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

The  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  or  a  majority 
of  them  7nay  appoint :  — 

An  assistant  clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  for  the 
Commonwealth,  for  three  years.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  1.) 

A  second  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of 
Essex,  for  three  years.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  5.) 

A  second  and  a  third  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  for  three  years.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  5.) 

The  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  or  a  majority  jgf 
them  may  remove  :  —  ">, 

The  clerk  and  the  assistant  clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial 
court  for  the  Commonwealth.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  1.) 
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The  assistant  clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial  coiu 
county  of  Suffolk.     (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  4.) 

The  ''  clerks  of  the  courts."     (R.  L.,  c.  150,  §  4 

The  clerk  "of  their  own  court.''  (R.  JL.,  c.  1! 
Aj)parently  already  provided  for  by  the  two  sect 
(|Uoted. 

The  assistant  clerks  of  the  courts  for  the  ecu 
Bristol,  Essex,  Hampden,  Middlesex,  Norfolk,  and 
ter.      (K.  L.,  c.  lf)5,  §  4.) 

The  justices  of  the  superior  court  or  a  majority 
iiuuj  appoint :  — 

Nine  assistant  clerks  of  the  superior  court  for  c: 
ness  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  for  three  years,  one  < 
shall  act  as  clerk  in  equity  proceedings.  (R.  L. 
§  (5.)  There  is  no  provision  for  rank  as  in  other  coi 
ing  assistants. 

The  justices  of  the  superior  court  or  a  majority 
may  remove :  — 

The  second  assistant  clerks  of  the  courts  for  the 
of  Norfolk  and  Worcester.      (R.  L.,  c.  165,  §  7.) 

The  assistant  clerks  of  the  courts  pro  tempore 
counties  having  them.      (K.  L.,  c.  165,  §  7.) 

The  assistant  clerk  j^ro  tempore  of  the  superior  c 
criminal  business  /or  the  county  of  Suffolk.  (R.  L. 
§7.) 

There  shall  be  elected  :  — 

In  each  of  the  counties  except  Suffolk  a  **  clerl 
courts  ''  for  five  years.      (K.  L.,  c.  11,  §  318.) 

In  the  county  of  Suffolk  a  clerk  of  the  supreme 
court  for  the  county,  and  two  clerks  of  the  superic 
one  for  civil  and  one  for  criminal  business,  for  fiv( 
(K.  L.,  c.  11,  §  H18.) 

The  clerks  of  the  courts  for  the  counties  of  Norf 
Worcester  may  remove  their  second  assistant  cler 
clerk  of  th(^  superior  court  for  criminal  business  in  the 
of  Suffolk  may  remove  the  clerk  ^7'0  te^npore:  the  c 
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I  courts  for  the  counties  having  clerks  pro  tempore  may 
remove  them.      (E.  L.,  c.  165,  §  7.) 
i     Upon  the  following  parts  of  the  statutes  there  are  doubts 
i     [pressed  by  those  conversant  with   them,   and  with   the 
jourts  :  — 

The  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  or  a  majority 
of  them  may  appoint  a  fourth  assistant  ' '  clerk  of  courts  " 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex  ''  subject  to  the  provisions  of 

sv  applicable  to  assistant  clerks  of  courts,"  whatever  those 
I      ^be.      (1903,  c.  137.) 

The  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of  Norfolk  may 

)point  a  second  assistant  clerk,  but  whether  for  a  term  of 
o      year  or  three  years  is  doubtful.      (E.  L.,  c.  165,  §  7.) 

The  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of  Worcester  may 
appoint  a  second  assistant  clerk,  but  whether  for  a  term  of 
one  year  or  three  years  is  doubtful.  He  may  appoint  also 
a  third  assistant  clerk  ''  subject  to  the  provisions  of  law 
applicable  to  assistant  clerks  of  courts."  (E.  L.,  c.  165, 
§  7;   1904,  c.  242.) 

The  clerk  of  the  superior  court  for  criminal  business  for 
the  county  of  Suffolk  and  the  clerks  of  the  courts  for  the 
counties  having  ''  no  permanent  (  ?  )  second  assistant  clerks  " 
(Barnstable,  Berkshire,  Bristol,  Dukes  County,  Franklin, 
Hampden,  Hampshire,  Nantucket,  and  Plymouth)  may  each 
appoint  assistant  clerks  pro  tempore  for  one  year.  (How 
many?)     (E.  L.,  c.  165,  §  7.) 

A  majority  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court 
' '  may  remove  from  office  the  clerks  of  the  courts  or  of  their 
own  court ;  and  if  suflScient  cause  is  shown  therefor,  and  it 
appears  that  the  public  good  so  requires,  may,  upon  a  bill, 
petition,  or  other  process,  upon  a  summary  hearing  or  other- 
wise, remove  a  clerk  of  the  superior  court."     (R.  L.,  c.  156, 

§  4.) 

Applying  the  "utmost  strictness "  to  the  words  "clerks 
of  the  courts"  (to  quote  the  Honorable  Attorney-General), 
it  is  claimed  that  there  are  no  provisions  in  the  statutes  for 
the  removal  of  the  second  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for 
the  county  of  Essex ;  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  assistant 
clerks  of  said  court  for  the  county  of  Middlesex ;  the  third 
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as>istjint  clerk  of  said  remit  for  the  county  of  Woiv 
the  nine  assistants,  without  rankinjr  numbers*,  of  th< 
court  for  civil  business  in  tlie  eountv  of  Sutiblk. 
Then*  is  doubt  also  as  to  whom  the  words  *•  a  ch 
superior  court"  as  usrd  in  the  section  la«t  al>o> 
apply.  A  **  clerk  of  the  i-ourts  "  is  *'  a  clerk  of  th< 
court,"  and  outside  of  the  county  of  Sutiblk  of  th( 
*'own  court."  The  question  is,  therefore,  niisec 
**a  clerk  of  the  superior  court "  applies  to  the  clei 
superior  court  for  civil  and  for  criminal  busine 
county  of  Suffolk,  or  to  any  clerk  appointed  for  : 
the  superior  court. 

CopviN'c;. 

In  the  eleventh  report  attention  was  called  to 
so-called  copies  of  the  records  which  had  been  n 
the  opinion  was  expressed  that  it  were  better  tha 
should  not  be  done  until  it  could  be  done  bv  ex 
with  competent  sui)ervision.  The  copying  now  I 
ried  on  for  the  printing  of  the  vital  records,  and  t 
sitions  to  co})y  for  that  purpose,  have  brou«^ht  the  *: 
copies  and  copyists  to  the  attention  of  the  com 
with  renew(»d  force,  and  he  not  only  feels  justific 
attempting  to  oblige  the  copying  of  the  mutilates 
of  the  towns,  as  required  by  statute,  but  to  advis 
its  being  done  without  consulting  him.  The  pers 
petent  to  do  it  are  few. 

It  is  as  nec(\ssary  for  one  coi)ying  ancient  reco 
familiar  with  them  genei-ally,  as  it  is  for  one  copjn 
eign  language  to  be  able  to  read  it.  Indistinc 
words,  phrases,  and  spelling  which  would  not  Ik?  ( 
able  to  a  novice  because  of  their  apparent  lack  of  i 
an»  recognized  by  an  (»xpert.  A  novice  would  \\\ 
cipher  '*  pitts,"  which  would  convey  no  meaning,  b 
to  an  expert  would  be  recognized  as  meaning  pev 
wise,  *'  eury  "  for  jury  :  **  kowkep''  for  cow-keep, 
public-herdsman;  '*spitia"  for  specie;  *' hurdwai 
herd- walks,  meaning  pastures;  **enterdon"  for  in 
**  Weder"  for  Widow  :  **  Dis  »Iest  the  town  depts 
iu>t  the  town  debts. 
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No  one  unfamiliar  with  ancient  records  has  a  riffht  idea  of 

tie  time  required  for  correct  copying,  and  it  is  difficult  to 

Dnvince  such  a  person  that  more  cannot  be  accomplished. 

m  ordinary  copying  words  and  sentences  are  easily  carried 

Q  the  mind,  whereas  in  the  ancient  copying  it  must  be  done 

vord  by  word,  and,  often  owing  to   the  quaint  spelling, 

^letter   by  letter.     As  a  consequence,   copyists  willing   to 

^accept  the  price  offered  on  a  basis  of  ordinary  copying  can- 

lot  do  correct  work. 

A  great  fault  with  copyists  is  their  solving  of  doubts, 
I  lich  are  no  more  than  guesses,  but,  solved  to  their  satis- 
faction, become  the  record  in  the  copy,  and  as  that  is  usu- 
ally more  consulted  than  the  original,  the  old  record  goes 
for  naught  and  a  false  one  is  begun.  And  worse  than  this, 
some  copyists,  having  satisfied  themselves,  have  written  on 
the  original  entry,  thereby  preventing  persons  more  expert 
than  themselves  from  perhaps  solving  the  doubt. 

There  is  no  argument  so  convincing  as  an  example,  and 
one  among  hundreds  of  the  errors  and  absurdities  which 
may  be  perpetuated  is  here  given.  After  the  name  of  the 
bride  in  the  entry  of  the  marriage  of  two  negroes  the  word 
"  blacks"  was  written,  but  in  such  a  way  that  it  was  read, 
as  can  easily  be  seen,  ''  Clarke."  No  one  but  an  expert  on 
ancient  records  would  have  read  it  otherwise,  and  the  result 
in  the  copy  would  have  been  that  two  colored  persons  would 
have  been  assumed  to  have  been  white,  the  bride's  maiden 
name  would  have  disappeared,  and  a  woman  by  the  name  of 
Clarke  would  have  been  brouijht  into  existence  for  ojenealo- 
gists  and  conveyancers  to  puzzle  over.  An  expert  hesitated 
at  finding  a  person  with  a  middle  name  at  so  early  a  date. 
A  search  revealed  no  other  Clarkes  in  the  records,  and 
further  search  showed  that  instead  of  following  an  almost 
universal  custom  of  writing  *' a  negro,"  or  ''servant  to," 
after  the  name  of  one,  the  recorder  had  written  "  black." 

The  name  "Gorg"  transformed  into  ''Posy"  by  the 
copyist,  and  certified  to  and  printed,  if  queried  by  the 
copyist  would  have  led  a  more  careful  investigator  to  find  in 
the  registry  of  deeds  the  George  for  which  he  was  searching. 
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Pens. 

ost  an  absurdity  to  give  space  in  a  report  to 
a  matter  as  a  steel  pen,  but  the  complaint 

standard  ink  "  eats  up  and  wastes  the  pens" 
That  this  ink  does  so  to  a  greater  extent  than 
y  made  nut  gall  and  iron  inks,  which  are  the 
^nt  inks,  is  not  a  fact.     As  compared  with  the 

inks  it  does,  and  should. 
hen  the  commissioner  commenced  his  investi- 
tests  of  the  -inks  found  upon  the  market,  he 
1  of  67  small  vials  a  new  steel  pen  and  a  sample 
jt  the  rusting  or  eating  tendency  of  the  inks, 
orked.  From  time  to  time  after  a  few  days 
corks  were  blown  out,  and  in  some  cases  the 
id  over  in  the  form  of  foam,  owing  to  the  action 
the  pens.  These  were  recorked,  and  at  the 
weeks  all  the  67  pens  were  removed.  Of  the 
id  50  were  rejected  as  unfit  for  records,  and 
jh  had  been  in  these  showed  little  or  no  sign  of 
lose  taken  from  the  1 7  approved  were  all  more 

Similar  tests  have  been  made  for  comparing 
ndard  ink  with  some  of  the  best  of  the  17 
i  the  difference  upon  the  pens  is  hardly  per- 
lese  tests  prove  that  an  ink  that  is  proper  for 
)rds  should  have  a  tendency  to  * '  bite  "  into  the 
)uld  to  ''bite"  into  the  paper.  An  ink  may 
js  of  acid  which  would  be  injurious  to  paper, 
le  assertion  upon  the  statement  of  the  best 
n  ink  equal  to  the  standard  established  by  the 

• 

le  whose  attention  is  called  to  it  will  admit  that 
discard  a  pen  until  it  is  absolutely  worthless, 
re  is  nothing  costing  so  little  from  which  so 
ixpected.  It  would  not  seem  to  be  encouraging 
,  therefore,  to  suggest  that  pens  be  renewed 

tly. 

should  be  wiped  after  it  has  been  used  in  a 
k  is  absolutely  essential,  though  no  injury  will 
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ho  done  to  it  if  most  of  the  inks  in  use  are  allowed  to 
rate  on  it.     With  more  care  given    to    this    matu-r 
should  be  no  complaint  of  waste  of  pens.      ^'  .\  poor 
man  quarrels  with  his  tools.'* 

Stamping;  Pads. 

The  ground  has  been  taken  in  previous  reports  that ; 
ing  upon  the  records  is  illegal,  as  no  ink  should  b 
upon  thorn  but  the  State  standard  ink,  or  the  ink  in  a'p] 
typewriter  ribbons  or  pads.  The  claim  has  been  mad 
this  position  conflicts  with  section*  20  of  chapter  !<).> 
Revised  I^ws,  which  provides  that  *'  A  fac-.simile 
signature  of  the  clerk  of  any  court  in  the  commons 
imprinted  by  him  upon  any  writ,  summons,  order  of 
or  order  of  attachment,  except  executions,  shall  ha 
same  validity  as  his  written  signature." 

Notwithstanding  this  provision,  until  the  conmii: 
finds  some  more  permanent  inks  than  those  now  in  th< 
upon  th(^  market,  or  at  least  until  the  manufacturers 
permanency  for  their  inks,  he  will  advise  against  the 
stamps.  Any  |)ersons  desiring  to  test  the  impression^ 
by  stampin<r  will  find  that  if  constantly  ex{>osed  to  th< 
thcv  will  b(»<  le^irible  for  from  a  few  weeks  to  two  or 
years,  a<cording  to  the  color  of  the  ink  or  kind  of  pad 

Rkcohds  in  Private  Possession. 

Persons  and  societies  advertise  the  fact  that  they  ha 
show  with  satisfaction,  volumesof  ancient  records,  or  a 
papers,  which  are  part  of  the  records  of  a  town  or  c 
Hicse  are  of  no  use  where  they  are,  and  are  simplv 
a>  curiosities  because   of  their  a<re.     The  persons   h 
them  do  not  consider  that  they  might  be  of  value 
thev  belong,  or  that  in  some  cases  they  supply  a  recor 
has  loii<^  been   wantcul.     There  are  undoubtedly  in   [ 
po^^session  vohimes  now  especially  wanted  ecmtainin^ 
rccoi'ds  to    be  incorporated    in    the    printed  records 
issued. 

'Hie  commissioner  api)eals  to  all  having  any  publi 
ords,  and  especially  to  the  ofl[icer3  of  societies  having 
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to  see  that  those  are  returned  to  their  proper  custodians. 
Keeping  them  is  a  violation  of  law  for  which  a  penalty  is 
provided. 

Remodelling  Town  Halls. 

As  it  is  probable  that  some  of  the  town  halls  which  are 
being  condemned  under  the  recent  statute  will  require  con- 
siderable remodelling,  it  seems  an  op})ortune  time  to  sug- 
gest that  thought  be  given  to  providing  more  security  for 
the  records  kept  in  them,  by  the  construction  of  vaults. 
By  the  exercise  of  a  little  ingenuity  a  vault  can  often  be 
included  in  the  work  of  remodelling  at  little  expense  above 
the  cost  of  the  doors.  Better  than  this,  however,  is  the 
suggestion  made  in  the  report  of  1903,  again  presented  :  — 

TheTburning  of  buildings  containing  public  records,  chiefly  town 
halls,  continues.  The  fires  are  apt  to  follow  an  evening  gathering 
—  a  caucus,  dance,  fair,  supper,  or  theatrical  entertainment —  as 
a  result  of  carelessness  connected  therewith,  and  as  very  many  of 
the  small  towns  have  no  methods  for  extinguishing  fire,  one 
started  after  a  hall  is  closed  for  the  night  results  in  total  de- 
struction. The  commissioner  in  his  visits  of  inspection  has  visited 
halls  soon  after  some  of  these  gatherings,  where  the  reckless  dis- 
position of  cigar  "  stumps,''  matches,  candles,  decorations,  scenery, 
and  costumes,  and  the  presence  of  empty  flasks,  have  made  it  seem 
a  matter  of  the  greatest  good  luck  that  the  hall  was  not  a  heap  of 
ashes  with  a  safe  in  their  midst. 

This  leads  to  the  suggestion  that  except  in  large  towns,  where 
offices  in  the  town  hall  are  occupied  during  the  day,  and  there  is 
some  one  present  to  detect  a  fire,  it  would  be  better  to  avoid  the 
risk  to  the  records,  and  use  the  town  hall  for  hall  purposes,  having 
the  town  offices  and  the  records  in  especially  constructed  detached 
buildings.  These  could  be  small,  preferably  of  brick  or  stone, 
with  commodious  vaults,  built  for  less  than  a  sufficient  number  of 
safes  would  cost.  If,  however,  they  were  wooden  buildings  con- 
taining safes,  sufficient  heat  would  not  be  generated  in  case  of  fire 
to  injure  the  contents  of  a  good  safe. 

Spuingfield  City  Hall. 

As  this  report  was  going  to  })ress  on  January  (]  the  city 
hall  in  Springfield  was  set  on  fire  by  the  upsetting  of  a  lamp 
among  some  of  the  decorations  at  a  fair  in  the  assembly  hall. 
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Incredulous  as  it  may  seem,  within  a  time  fixed  a 
tw(»lvo  to  not  exceeding  twenty  minutes,  the  buildi 
completely  destroyed,  and  with  it  nearly  all  of  the  i 
of  the  assessors,  those  of  some  of  the  minor  depart 
jiiid  a  few  of  the  files  and  least  important  books  of  th 
im})ortant  departments. 

The  offices  of  the  treasurer,  auditor,  and  a  jiart 
room  used  by  the  city  clerk,  were  in  a  section  of  the  b 
protected  by  a  fireproof  covering,  a  vault  in  the  city 
office  being,  however,  the  only  absolutely  safe  ri.»c 
for  records  in  the  building.  The  tire  swept  throii 
clerk's  office,  ruining  everything  outside  of  the  vauli 
had  it  not  been  for  the  prompt  action  of  ^liss  Be: 
Fuller  and  Miss  Edith  M.  Ware,  clerks  in  the  offi 
valuable  records  of  the  town  and  citj"^  in  that  ofiice, 
from  \{}:M\,  would,  in  all  probability,  Iiave  been  dej 
by  fire  and  water.  At  a  risk  of  their  lives,  as  pro 
the  fact  that  they  were  nearly  suffocated,  they  thn 
th(»  vault  all  the  records  temj^orarily  out  of  it,  and 
and  fastened  both  the  inner  and  outer  doors.  While 
might  have  shown  this  presence  of  mind,  it  is  doul 
many  cngjig(»d  in  the  tedious,  monotonous  Avork  up 
records  would  have  appreciated  the  value  of  th<»ni  s 
as  to  have  incurred  a  })ersonal  risk  in  their  preser 
They  deserve  t\\o  thanks  not  only  of  the  citizens  of  S 
field  but  of  people  everywhere  throughout  the  Sta 
country  who  prize  the  records  of  the  old  New  E 
towns. 

The  same  conditions  exist  in  many  of  the  cities 
exist(^d  in  Springfield.  Probable  adequate  provision  i 
for  the  records  in  the  case  of  the  city  clerk,  but  not  fo] 
of  other  departments,  especially  for  the  assessors  a 
overseers  of  the  poor,  whose  records  are  voluminous 
as  stated  on  page  3  of  this  report,  it  needs  constant  ' 
on  the  })art  of  the  commissioner  to  obtain  results. 
new  provisions  are  made  are  usually  inadequate,  des}) 
rcMjuosts  of  the  boards  needing  them.  The  urging 
commissioner  is  sometimes  looked  upon  as  interferen 
matter  the  city  government  is  competent  to  decide  for 
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In  1891,  1893,  and  1895  the  attention  of  the  Springfield 
city  government  was  called  by  the  commissioner  to  the 
danger  to  many  of  the  records,  especially  those  of  the 
assessors.  Action  was  promised,  and  some  storage  vaults 
were  provided  in  the  basement,  in  which  some  unimportant 
records  and  papers  are  stored  ;  but  no  provision  was  made 
for  the  assessors,  with  the  result  that  nearly  all  of  their 
records  are  destroyed.  The  preservation  of  the  records, 
which  should,  in  a  building  of  the  size  of  this  city  hall,  have 
been  in  vaults,  not  safes,  is  doubtless  due  to  the  swiftness 
with  which  the  fire  swept  through  the  building,  not  giving 
time  for  the  safes  to  heat  through. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  cities  and  towns  now  delaying  action 
will  pay  more  heed  to  the  warnings  of  the  commissioner. 
This  is  the  thirty-first  fire  occurring  where  records  were 
endangered  since  the  commissioner  took  oflSce,  and  in  most 
of  the  cases  their  preservation  was  due  to  having  heeded  the 
warnings. 

Although  the  fire  which  destroyed  the  city  hall  in  Marl- 
borough in  1902  was  the  result  of  carelessness,  attending  a 
gathering  in  the  public  hall  in  the  building,  it  was  the  only 
case  known  to  the  conmiissioner  as  happening  in  a  city.  It 
seemed  so  unlikely  to  happen  again  in  a  city  hall,  pre- 
sumably under  the  constant  surveillance  of  some  one,  that 
the  caution  suggested  in  regard  to  the  danger  in  the  small 
towns  from  the  holding  of  gatherings  in  the  halls  did  not 
seem  necessary  for  the  cities  and  large  towns ;  but  it  has 
proved  otherwise.  It  would  seem  well  to  reverse  the  sug- 
gestion made  for  the  towns,  —  that  the  hall  be  used  for 
assembly  purposes,  and  separate  buildings  for  the  oflSces  and 
records,  — and  advise  that  city  halls  be  used  for  oflSces  and 
records,  and  that  other  places  be  found  for  gatherings  of  the 
people  and  for  entertainments.  The  suggestion  that  a  build- 
ing for  a  registry  of  deeds  should  contain  an  assembly  hall 
would  be  considered  almost  an  insane  one ;  but  the  records 
of  a  city  or  town  should  be  as  carefully  guarded  as  those  in 
a  registry. 
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Canvas  Bindings . 

Canvas  bindings  have  from  time  to  time  been  a 
prcferalile  to  leather  because  of  their  resistance  tc 
sate.  In.si>ection  of  the  niins  of  the  Sprin^eld 
slio^v  their  PU]">eriority  as  well  in  resisting  fla] 
althoujrh  experimental  tests  had  led  to  the  conch 
this  w'as  so,  this  is  the  first  actual  test  within  the  ol 
of  the  commissioner. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  1, 1906. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  BepresentcUives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fourteenth  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  eighteenth  in  the  series  of  reports  on 
the  public  records. 

Need  of  the  Commission. 

The  impression  prevails  among  persons  unfamiliar  with 
conditions  pertaining  to  the  public  records  that  they  are  now 
well  taken  care  of,  and  that  there  ought  not  to  be  necessity 
for  State  supervision  much  if  any  longer.  Nothing  could 
be  further  from  the  fact.  The  principal  record  books  in  the 
towns,  in  most  of  the  cities,  and  in  some  of  the  counties,  are 
safe  from  fire ;  but  many  minor  record  books,  and  many  of 
the  papers  on  file  which  are  by  law  made  part  of  the  records, 
are  unprotected.  There  is  no  general  appreciation  of  the 
value  of  the  records,  and  no  public  sentiment  urging  that 
they  be  safely  and  properly  kept,  and  without  State  super- 
vision little  would  be  done  toward  further  improvement,  and 
it  would  be  a  very  short  time  before  the  old  lax  conditions 
would  exist.  Even  with  supervision,  constant  urging,  and 
some  threatening,  compliance  with  the  law  is  difficult  to 
obtain. 

When  this  commission  was  established  the  unsafe  condi- 
tions which  existed  in  the  counties  could  be  properly  remedied 
only  by  the  erection  of  new  buildings,  or  extensive  and 
costly  alterations  in  the  old  ones.  This  usually  necessitated 
legislation,  and  it  has  taken  a  number  of  years  to  bring  about 
some  of  the  needed  changes  and  improvements.  These  will 
be  mentioned  later. 
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who  shall  enter  all  its  votes,  orders,   and  proceedings  in 
and  have  the  custody  of  the  same/ 

To  section  14,  relating  to  the  presei^vation  of  records  an< 

To  section  16,  which  requires  the  custodian  of  the  i 
your  board  to  have  worn  records  rebound. 

To  section  6,  requiring  standard  paper  for  the  recoi      il 
sections  8  and  9,  requiring  the  use  of   the  State  standud 
approved  typewriter  ribbons  upon  them. 

To  section  21,  which  requires  the  custodian  of  any         ! 
ords,  upon  the  expii*ation  of  his  term   of  office,  em]     jm 
authority,  to  deliver  to  his  successor,  under  oath,  all  reeo      li 
custody. 

Board  of  Assessors. 

Gentlemen  :  — I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  t 
following  provisions  of  chapter  36  of  the  Revised  Laws :  — 

To  section  5,  deflning  the  public  records,  by  which  it  will  I 
seen  that  many  files  of  papers  are  included  among  the  reooidsi 
be  cared  for. 

To  section  11,  which  requires  that  your  board  shall  desig 
some  person  as  clerk,  who  shall  enter  all  votes,  orders,  and  {ko 
ceedings  in  books,  and  have  the  custody  of  the  same    and  tl»' 
you  shall  designate  an  employee  or  employees  to  have  the  casiody 
of  all  other  records  of  the  board. 

To  section  14,  relating  to  the  preservation  of  all  papers  to 
seven  years.  An  exception  to  the  application  of  this  section  I* 
provided  by  section  44  of  chapter  12,  which  requires  that  lists  o* 
personal  estates  shall  be  preserved  until  the  Tax  Commissionei 
orders  them  destroyed. 

To  section  18,  which  requires  the  selectmen  to  provide  fireproof 
rooms,  safes,  or  vaults  for  the  preservation  of  all  the  town  reconis^ 
and  to  section  19,  which  requires  that  the  records  be  kept  in  soch 
receptacles. 

To  section  IG,  which  requires  that  the  custodian  of  the  reconid 
of  your  board  shall  have  worn  i*<econls  rebound. 

To  section  6,  requiring  standard  paper  for  the  records  •  and  to 
sections  8  and  9,  requiring  the  use  of  the  State  standard  ink  or 
approved  typewriter  ribbons  upon  all  the  public  records. 

To  section  21,  which  requires  the  custodian  of  any  public 
records,  upon  the  expiration  of  bis  term  of  office,  employment  or 
authority,  to  deliver  to  his  successor,  under  oath,  all  records  in  his 
custody. 
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Jiln  my  tours  of  iaspectioo  I  have  found  almost  universal  neglect 

the  assessors'  records  (which  of  course  include  valuation  lists), 

the  existence  of  any  earlier  than  those  in  the  books  furnished 

t       State  was  generally  unknown,   until  I  discovered  them 

papers  considered  worthless.      The  sworn  statements  of 

M       nal  property,  declared  by  section  44  of  chapter  12  to  be 

Idential,  if  found  at  all,  have  usually  been  thrown  carelessly 

kbout,  open  to  any  one. 

I  would  suggest  that  much  safe  room  can  be  saved  by  binding 

valuation  lists  of  several  years  together,  discarding  a  large 

•©portion  of  blank  leaves. 

Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Gentlemen  :  —  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
following  provisions  of  the  Revised  Laws :  — 

To  chapter  25,  section  71,  which  requires  you  to  elect  a  secre- 
tary and  keep  certain  records. 

To  chapter  81,  sections  3  and  39,  which  also  require  the  keeping 
of  certain  records. 

To  the  following  sections  of  chapter  35  :  — 

To  section  5,  defining  the  public  records,  by  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  many  files  of  papers  are  included  among  the  records  to 
be  cared  for. 

To  section  11,  which  would  apply  to  your  secretary  elected  as 
required  by  chapter  25. 

To  section  14,  relating  to  the  preservation  of  records  and  papers. 

To  section  16,  which  requires  the  custodian  of  the  records  of 
your  board  to  have  worn  recoixis  rebound. 

To  section  6,  requiring  standard  paper  for  the  records ;  and  to 
sections  8  and  9,  requiring  the  use  of  the  State  standard  ink  or 
approved  typewriter  ribbons  upon  them. 

To  section  2 1 ,  which  requires  the  custodian  of  any  public  rec- 
ords, upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  employment,  or 
authority,  to  deliver  to  his  successor,  under  oath,  all  records  in  his 
custody. 

Collector  of  Taxes. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Revised  Laws  concerning  your  recoi*ds. 

To  section  5  of  chapter  35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  which  defines 
the  public  records. 

To  section  11,  which  makes  you  sole  custodian  of  your  records. 
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To  section  14,  which  relates  to  the  preservation  of  record 

To  sectioQ  18,  which  requires  the  selectmen  to  provide  and 
tain  fire-proof  rooms,  safes,  or  vaults  for  the  safe  keeping  c 
records;  and  to  section  19,  which  requii^es  you  to  keep  vo 
ords  therein. 

To  section  6,  requiring  standard  paper  for  the  records; 
section  8,  requiring  the  use  of  the  State  standard  ink  or  ap 
typewriter  ribbons  upon  them. 

To  sections  7  and  9  of  chapter  13  of  the  Revised  Law 
viding  for  the  deposit  of  the  records  of  a  collector  who  r 
retires,  or  is  removed. 

Don'ts. 

Properly  there  is  no  such  word  or  abbreviation  as  *'  D 
but  as  the  use  of  *'  do  not"  in  common  parlance  wouk 
almost  an  aftectation,  and  lose  force,  and  cs])ecially 
caution  not  to  do  anything  in  a  wrong  way  is  more  111 
be  noticed  than  advice  to  do  it  in  ttie  riorht  wav,  1 
thought  best  to  give  in  a  negative  form  some  advice, 
upon  experience,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  cop 
circular.  For  this  reason  I  have  used  as  a  title  for  thi 
of  the  report  *'  Don'ts." 

This  circular  was  sent  to  every  city  and  town  clerk, 
most  practicable  way  of  pronmlgating  it,  although  mi 
the  advice  is  intended  for  any  one  having    to   do    wit 
public  records  or  their  care. 

Boston,  1><x*.  i 

Don't  subject  this  to  the  fate  of  many  official  oommunioe 

and  throw  it  away  unread. 

Deau  Sir  :  — Some  of  the  suggestions  here  offered  may  s 
you  unnecessary,  but  they  are  all  presented  because  of  qu 
constantly  being  asked,  or  are  to  correct  conditions  free; 
met  with. 

Don't  accept  as  the  receptacle  for  your  recoitls  a  safe  or  vai 
do  not  consider  sufficient  protection. 

Ask  the  city  government  or  the  selectmen  if  they  would  ris 
valuables  in  it,  in  case  of  fire.  If  a  protest  is  unavailing, 
me. 

Don't  wait  for  approval  of  city  or  town  officers,  or  vote 
city  government  or  of  the  town,  before  doing  the  things  i-e 
of  you  by  statute,  such  as  purchasing  suitable  record  boo) 
binding  your  records. 
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Don't  buy  record  books  that  are  low  priced. 

The  paper  is  probably  wood,  and  its  use  is  in  violation  of  the  law. 

Don't  continue  the  use  of  an  old  record  book  of  poor  quality  and 
in  poor  condition  simply  because  it  is  not  full. 

Don't  send  records  to  a  bindery  until  arrangements  are  made  for 
keeping  them  in  safes  or  vaults  when  not  in  the  hands  of  a 
workman. 

The  ordinary  bindery  is  a  hazardous  fire  risk. 

Don't  allow  matches  to  be  left  in  proximity  to  the  records. 

Packages  of  matches  have  been  found  in  a  safe,  and  piled  with 
pamphlets  and  ballots  in  town  offices. 

Don't  allow  smoking  in  rooms  where  your  records  are  kept. 

Many  of  the  fires  in  buildings  containing  records  have  been  caused 
by  carelessness  of  smokers. 

Don't  allow  wooden  spittoons  in  a  building  containing  your  records. 
Two  town  halls  have  caught  fire  from  these  withid  the  past  year. 

Don't  lend  your  records  to  any  one^  to  be  taken  out  of  your  custody. 

Don't  leave  your  records  to  searchers  or  copyists,  without  super- 
vision. 

The  city  or  town  should  compensate  you  sufficiently  to  pay  for  their 
care  at  all  times. 

Don't  allow  persons  searching  the  records  to  write  upon  them. 

The  records  are  being  mutilated  by  persons  who  change  names  or 
dates,  or  make  notes,  thinking  they  are  making  corrections  or 
additions.  If  they  think  they  discover  errors,  ask  that  they  call 
your  attention  to  them. 

Don't  trust  the  copying  of  ancient  records  to  any  one  until  satisfied 
of  his  or  her  familiarity  with  ancient  writing,  names,  and  expres- 
sions. 

Other  things  being  equal,  a  copyist  familiar  with  local  names  and 
places  is  to  be  preferred. 

Don't  let  copyists  solve  doubts  and  copy  words  as  they  think  they 
should  be. 

Let  such  words  be  questioned  in  the  copy,  rather  than  copied  incor- 
rectly. 
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Don't  make  mietakes  in  UBing  dates,  by  forgetting  that  prior  to 
Marcb  25,  1752,  the  year  began  in  March,  and  the  dates  in 
Janutiry,  Febi'uary,  and  March  often  Bhoald  be  read  as  for  a 
year  later. 

Doa't  order  ink  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Commonweslth,  nor 
from  the  maDufacturer. 
All  orders  shonid  go  through  this  offloe. 

Dou't  take  the  ink  off  records  with  a  blotter. 

It  will  dry  by  penetration  in  &  moment,  and  remain  tn  the  paper. 

Don't  use  acid  for  erasing  ink. 

If  it  will  romore  the  ori^nal  ink,  its  presence  in  the  paper  will 
injure  tbe  ink  to  be  put  on. 

Don't  use  red  ink. 

No  red  ink  is  permanent,  the  nearest  approacli  to  it  being  the  old 
standard  carmine  ink,  now  llttis  used. 

Don't  nae  etamping  pads. 

Their  use  is  not  authorized;  all  colors,  but  some  blacks,  ara  fogi- 
tive,  and  it  is  a  question  whether  the;  are  not. 

Don't  use  any  but  approved  typewriter  ribbons  on  yonr  reoorda. 
A  list  of  those  will  always  be  sent  upon  request. 

Don't  pour  much  ink  at  a  time,  nor  let  it  stand  uncovered. 

Any  ink  having  body  enough  to  be  permanent  will  ihicbeo  quickly 
under  these  condiUons.  Air-tight  Inkstands  giv«  the  best  satis- 
faction, and  are  an  economy  in  the  end. 

Don't  expect  that  pens  left  uuwiped  will  not  coiTode. 

An  ink  to  be  permanent  must  have  iron  in  it,  and  sach  Ink  wCl 
corrode  steel  pens. 

Don't  allow  kerosene  oil  to  be  stored  in  a  i-uom  cc 

The  presence  of  glass  tamps  filled  with  it  i 

enough. 

Don't  file  written  and  printed  papers  together. 

The  printed  are  usually  of  temporary  value,  and  h^ 
destroyed  when  no  longer  of  use,  than  to  be  kept  as 
in  case  of  a  fire. 
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t  put  printed  matter,  such  as  public  documents,  etc.,  in  a  safe 
ar  vault  with  records. 

They  absorb  moisture  and  hold  it,  to  the  detriment  of  the  records. 
Printed  matter,  if  destroyed,  can  usually  be  duplicated. 

P^on't  keep  ballots,  either  used  or  unused,  after  the  result  of  an 
election  is  finally  determined. 

If  kept  in  a  safe,  they  take  room  that  can  be  put  to  better  use ;  if  in 
a  vault,  they  hold  moisture ;  and  wherever  kept,  add  to  the  in- 
flammable material.  Moreover,  although  city  and  town  clerks 
are  permitted  to  make  such  disposition  of  undistributed  ballots 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  the  principle  of  the  law  clearly  indi- 
cates that  all  the  material  pertaining  to  one  election  shall  be 
disposed  of  before  another  is  held. 

Don't  expect  a  vault  can  be  kept  dry  without  frequent  airing. 

Nothing  less  than  an  all-day  airing,  once  a  week,  should  be  sufficient. 

Don't  fail  to  keep  the  inner  doors  of  a  vault  closed. 

The  air  space  between  the  outer  and  inner  doors  is  the  protection. 

Don't  leave  a  safe  unlocked. 

A  fall  would  probably  throw  the  door  open. 

Don't  try  to  remove  papers  that  have  been  attached  to  written 
pages  of  the  record,  either  with  paste  or  wafers,  without  thor- 
oughly moistening  them. 

They  should  be  removed,  but  there  is  great  danger  of  defacing  the 
record  by  peeling  off  the  surface  of  the  page.  A  single  figure 
thus  removed  may  invalidate  a  record. 

Don't  file  papers  away  with  rubber  bands. 

The  bands  will  not  only  break,  but  will  adhere  to  the  papers  and 
stain  and  rot  them. 

Don't  follow  the  methods  of  your  predecessors  unless  you  know 
they  are,  not  were,  correct. 

The  law  is  constantly  changing,  and  an  old  form  of  recording  may 
be  wrong  or  insufficient,  as  in  the  case  of  marriage  intentions. 

Don't  take  "your  records"  to  court  in  answer  to  a  subpoena  com- 
manding you  to  bring  them. 

A  certified  copy  of  a  particular  record  constitutes  evidence.  The 
court  would  instruct  you. 
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Don't  suiTender  the  control  of  yoQr  recorda  to  other  cit; 
ofQcers. 
You  are  responsible  for  tbem. 

Dou't  hesitate  to  ask,  in  confidence,  my  assistance  in  an] 

that  might  bring  ;ou   into  unpteaeant    persooal    relati 

arouse  political  or  public  opposttioo,  if  you  attempted 

out  the  law  as  required  of  you. 

The  personal  relation  would  not  exist  with  me,  and  the 

part  I  should  pay  no  attention  to.    I  have  "  smoothed  ove 

such  cases,  even  between  members  of  the  same  board. 

Don't  think  I  am  loo  insistent  at  times. 

The  statute  puts  duUes  upon  the  commissioner  which 
perform. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Robert  T.   Swak, 

OommtMi 
Suffolk  County  Recouds. 
From  time  to  time  occurrences  call  attention  to 
conditions  pertaining  to  the  records  which  I  have  vaii 
deavored  to  l)rino'  to  public  notice  through  the  annual  r 
or  to  have  prevented  by  the  Legislature,  or  by  the  » 
respon3ii)lo  for  them.  These  arc  set  forth  under  coi 
ous  headlines  in  the  daily  papers,  aa  important  and  st 
discoveries,  a  few  editorial  commenta  are  made,  and 
ested  individuals  express  surpiise  that  the  commissioi 
not  made  the  discovery.  The  latest  of  these  was  ni 
February  last,  and  announced  thus  in  heavy  typo  :  < '  Si 
RECOIiDS  ILL  FliOTBCTED.  RrI'DRTS  OF  COURT  PK< 
IN(JB     AS     FAK     BACK     AS     1630     STOWED    AWAY      ON      M 

nnBLVES  IN  CEI.LAU  OF  cocitT  HOUSE."  The  statcm< 
lowed  that  the  chief  justice  of  the  Superior  Court  had 
the  office  of  the  clerk,  and  examined  the  room  iu  thi 
where  the  records  were  found  as  above  stated.  "  Idei 
interchanged,  and  the  chief  justice  is  said  to  have  sas 
metallic  fireproof  compartments." 

I  had  made  this  discovery  in  1892,  and  reported  i) 
Legislature  in  1893,  with  the  recommendation  tha) 
action  be  taken  to  safegunr<l  the  records,  as  will  be  sb< 
the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  that  year  :  — 
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Although  this  [the  law  requiring  fireproof  rooms]  first  became 
law  in  1812,  not  until  this  year  has  a  fireproof  room  been  pro- 
vided, for  while  walls  for  such  rooms  have  been  constructed,  the 
Interior  fittings  of  wood,  the  single  wooden  doors,  and  unprotected 
windows,  have  taken  away  the  fireproof  qualities.  The  new  regis- 
try of  deeds  in  Fall  River,  thanks  to  the  county  commissioners,  is 
fireproof,  being  fitted  throughout  with  metal  furnitAre  and  shelv- 
ing, the  doors  and  shutters  being  cased  in  rolled  steel.  The  new 
court  house  in  Taunton  is  to  be  similarly  fitted  wherever  records 
are  to  be  kept. 

By  section  42  of  chapter  156  of  the  Public  Statutes  the  same 
provision  was  to  be  made  for  registries  of  probate  as  for  registries 
of  deeds.  On  the  19th  of  June,  1891,  an  electric  light  wire  ignited 
woodwork  in  the  registry  of  probate  in  Boston,  but  being  in  ofiSce 
hours  the  fire  was  soon  extinguished.  It  occasioned  a  temporary 
excitement  in  the  community,  and  interviews  with  prominent  per- 
sons were  published,  several  expressing  their  satisfaction  that  the 
new  court  house  was  soon  to  contain  the  records,  and  that  they 
would  there  be  safe. 

Finding  that  no  fireproof  rooms  were  being  provided  for  the 
registry  of  deeds  or  probate,  or  other  record  ofl3ces  in  the  new 
court  house  in  Boston,  and  that  the  act  authorizing  the  construc- 
tion did  not  require  what  was  required  of  county  commissioners, 
but  gave  the  commissioners  power  to  erect  *'  a  suitable  court 
house,"  I  addressed  a  communication  to  the  board  of  court  house 
commissioners  on  the  29th  of  June,  1891,  referring  to  the  fire  in 
the  Suffolk  probate  ofiSce,  and  calling  their  attention  to  the  section 
above  quoted,  and  saying  "  there  would  seem  to  be  no  reason  why 
there  should  not  be  as  great  security  in  the  Suffolk  court  house  as 
in  any  buildings  erected  under  the  supeivision  of  county  com- 
missioners." No  reply  to  this  communication  was  received,  and 
the  work  of  fitting  the  rooms  in  wood  has  continued.  Metal  shelv- 
ing has  been  placed  around  the  room  to  be  occupied  by  the  registry 
of  deeds,  and  is  to  be  placed  in  the  vaults  in  the  registry  of  pro- 
bate, and  in  some  of  the  rooms  to  be  occupied  by  the  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court.  I  cannot  learn  that  any  further  fireproof 
material  is  to  be  furnished.  The  rooms  are  finished  in  wood,  and 
no  shutters  are  provided  to  protect  them  from  fire  outside.  Rooms 
in  the  basement  are  packed  as  full  as  possible  of  papers  in  wooden 
cases.  On  the  14th  of  November  last  I  addressed  another  com- 
munication to  the  board,  stating  that  it  was  my  duty  ^'  to  take 
such  action  as  may  be  necessary  to  put  the  public  records  of  the 
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counties  ...  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  ousfody  and  oonditioi 
contemplated  by  the  various  laws  letating  to  each  reoords,  oi 
to  secure  their  preservation,"  and  that  in  the  line  of  that  dotjl 
must  enter  an  earnest  protest  against  the  fdrther  mtrodoetioB  ol 
wooden  fittings  into  any  rooms  in  the  new  oonrt  house  which  vat 
to  be  used  for  the  deposit  of  boc^s  of  reoord  or  papers  and  dooh 
ments.  I  have  no  further  authority  in  the  matter,  and  wosU 
recommend  that  the  Legislature  take  some  aotion  which  will  msks 
the  records  of  Suffolk  County  as  safe  as  they  might  be  if  the  law 
applying  to  other  county  reoord  offices  applied  to  Soffolk. 

While  the  above  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printers,  Deoember  SO, 
a  fire  occurred,  fortunately  about  mid-day,  in  a  room  in  the  new 
court  house  to  be  occupied  by  tlie  derk  of  the  Sapreme  Judicial 
Court,  which  badly  damaged  the  woodwork  and  thdoaghly  smoked 
the  room  before  it  was  extinguished  by  the  fire  department.  A  no 
more  extensive  fire  than  this  would  liave  lesoltsd  in  eerlooa  daa»* 
age  to  records  and  papers,  as  the  damage  by  water  woold  be  neaity, 
if  not  quite,  as  great  as  by  fire.  In  fact,  at  the  tioM  of  the  Hie  in 
the  probate  office  above  referred  to,  Capt.  J.  8.  Danmll,  ti^fpegtw 
of  public  buildings,  and  ex-chief  of  the  Bostcm  flie  depavtment, 
stated  in  an  interview  that  the  loss  by  wat»r  in  snob  a  place  woqU 
be  eighty  per  cent.,  and  that  if  he  were  eUef  engineer  he  would 
hesitate  to  put  a  stream  of  water  into  a  building  eontainin|^  sneh 
valuable  papers  until  every  other  possible  m^ms  was  exiiamted. 
This  fire  is  proof  of  the  danger  to  which  the  records  in  these  rooms 
are.  or  are  to  be,  exposed. 

Notwithstanding  this  condition  of  affistirs,  the  agitation  of 
which  may  be  of  benefit,  legislation  has  been  asked  provid- 
ing for  additions  to  this  building  for  the  registry  of  probate 
and  registry  of  deeds,  with  the  invaluable  records.  No  sneh 
scheme  should  be  carried  out.  The  needed  room  for  those 
should  be  in  absolutely  fireproof  buildings  for  tlieir  exclasive 
use,  built  after  plans  approved  by  the  judges  of  probate  and 
the  registers,  following  the  procedure  which  has  been  adopted 
in  Noifolk  and  Essex  counties. 

County  Offices. 

The  most  noticeable  improvement  for  the  safety  of  tiie 
records  is  in  the  registries  of  deeds  and  registries  of  probate. 
At  the  time  of  my  first  inspection  in  1889  the  records  in 
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most  of  these  oflSces  were  not  properly  protected,  but  after 
I  some  years  of  suggesting,  urging,  and  prodding,  sentiment 
has  been  aroused  and  a  general  improvement  is  evident. 

Barnstable  County,  having  lost  its  court  house  with  many 
records  in  1827,  profiting  by  experience,  had  it  replaced  by 
a  fireproof  building  in  Barnstable,  and  built  a  fireproof  addi- 
tion for  the  registry  of  deeds  in  1895.  Enlargement  of  the 
building  now  being  necessary,  an  addition  is  being  built  for 
the  probate  court  and  registry  of  probate,  to  also  contain  a 
room  for  the  county  treasurer,  and  two  rooms  in  the  main 
building  are  to  be  transfonned  into  vaults  for  the  records  of 
the  clerk  of  the  courts.  These  will,  as  required  for  new  fire- 
proof rooms,  be  fitted  with  metal. 

The  registry  of  probate,  and  the  registry  of  deeds  in  the 
Berkshire  County  middle  district,  at  Pittsfield,  are  in  the 
lower  story  of  the  court  house,  which  is  supposed  to  be  fire- 
proof to  the  flooring  of  the  second  story.  Both  offices  have 
recently  been  fitted  in  metal,  making  them  probably  safe. 
The  registries  of  deeds  in  the  northern  district  at  Adams, 
and  southern  district  at  Great  Barrington,  are  in  rooms 
called  fireproof  at  the  time  of  their  construction,  and  the  addi- 
tion of  metal  fittings  has  added  to  their  safety. 

In  Bristol  County,  the  registry  of  probate,  and  the  registry 
of  deeds  in  the  northern  district,  at  Taunton,  were  both  un- 
safe ;  but  an  absolutely  fireproof  building,  fitted  with  metal, 
is  nearly  ready  for  occupancy  by  both  offices.  The  record 
room  of  the  registry  of  deeds  in  the  southern  district  at  New 
Bedford  might  be  designated  as  a  vault,  undoubtedly  safe, 
but  very  crowded  and  fitted  in  wood,  which  should  be  replaced 
with  metal.  The  registry  in  the  Fall  River  district  was 
originally  fireproof  even  to  fittings  and  furniture,  and  was 
the  first  record  room  in  the  State.  The  rapid  accumulation 
of  records  and  increase  in  business  make  additional  room 
absolutely  necessary. 

The  records  in  both  registries  in  the  county  of  Dukes 
County  were  in  safe  vaults  at  the  time  of  my  first  inspection. 

In  Essex  County  plans  have  been  submitted  for  a  new 
building  at  Salem  for  the  registry  of  probate,  and  registry  of 
deeds  for  the  southern  district,  which  will  be  absolutely  fire- 
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proof.  The  iDiprovemeDts  in  the  court  house  at  La' 
have  added  to  the  safety  of  the  registry  of  deeds  f 
northern  district. 

In  the  Franklin  County  court  house  in  Greenfield  a 
new  vault,  steel  fitted,  has  made  the  probate  record; 
and  enlargement  and  fireproofing  of  the  registry  of 
ensures  the  safety  of  those  records.  These  were  long- 
improvements. 

In  Hampden  County  contracts  have  been  awarded 
fine  fireproof  building  for  both  registries. 

In  Hampshire  the  question  of  enlarging  the  court  b 
under  consideration,  but  at  this  time  immediate  action 
likely.  The  suggestion  that  an  absolutely  fireproof 
building  be  erected  is,  as  far  as  safety  is  conceme 
best  one. 

The  new  registry  of  deeds  at  Cambridge  for  the  Mi<] 
County  southern  district,  fitted  as  it  is  throughout  with 
makes  those  records  safe,  and  the  refitting  of  the  regii 
probate  makes  those  reasonably  so.  The  records 
registry  for  the  northern  district  at  Lowell  seem  to  I 
protected. 

In  Nantucket  vaults  for  all  of  the  county  and  town  i 
have  been  built. 

To  Norfolk  County  must  be  awarded  the  credit  for  tl 
building  thus  far  erected  for  its  registries.  The  new 
ing,  occupied  within  the  year,  is  so  absolutely  firep 
that  a  fire  built  in  any  of  the  record  rooms  would  undou 
burn  itself  out  without  damage  to  surroundings.  The 
ing  is  isolated  so  that  no  fire  from  outside  could  endan 
while  everything  needed  for  convenience  and  comfS 
persons  having  business  there  is  provided. 

An  addition  to  the  court  house  for  both  registries  wa 
in  Plymouth  a  few  years  ago,  but  was  insufficient. 
building,  nearly  ready  for  occupancy,  has  now  been  c 
in  Plymouth  for  the  registers  in  that  county.  This  ^ 
an  absolute  protection  for  its  records.  Heat  is  bj 
from  the  court  house,  leaving  the  basement,  which  is 
ground,  available  for  storage  in  the  future.  Looking 
future,  more  space  around  the  building  would   hay< 
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advisable,  as  preventing  possible  danger  if  a  large  inflam- 
mable one  should  be  erected  on  the  line. 

The  requirements  of  the  Sufiblk  County  registries  are 
stated  under  the  heading,  "Sufiblk  County  Records." 

The  registries  of  probate  and  deeds  in  Worcester  are  now 
absolutely  fireproof.  The  registry  of  deeds  was  in  danger 
from  its  unprotected  windows  in  close  proximity  to  a  large, 
old-fashioned  building,  and  after  unsuccessful  urging  I  was 
obliged  to  insist  upon  having  the  windows  protected,  which 
has  been  done. 

In  every  county  there  has  been  improvement  in  the 
provisions  for  the  safety  of  the  records  besides  those  in  the 
registries  varying  from  new  buildings  to  the  construction  of 
vaults,  the  fireproofing  of  rooms,  and  furnishing  rooms  in 
slow-burning  buildings  with  metal  fixtures.  There  are,  how- 
ever, many  of  the  buildings  which  do  not  meet  the  full  re- 
quirements as  fireproof.  This  condition  must  necessarily 
come  gradually,  as  new  buildings  must  be  erected  or  expen- 
sive alterations  made,  and  unless  some  of  the  mass  of  papers 
filed  in  the  courts  are  destroyed,  more  room  must  be  pro- 
vided for  the  volumes  where  these  papers  are  taking  needed 
room.  Certain  of  them  can  be  destroyed  under  authority 
of  the  statutes,  with  the  approval  of  the  commissioner ;  but 
opinion  is  divided  as  to  what  should  or  should  not  be  de- 
stroyed, and  application  is  not  made  for  such  approval.  In 
my  opinion,  many  of  those  which  might  be  destroyed  under 
the  law,  are  simply  food  for  fuel,  and  had  better  be  destroyed. 

In  erecting  any  new  buildings  for  the  county  ofilces,  plans 
should  be  approved  by  the  persons  having  the  custody  of 
the  records.  They  know  the  needs,  and  are,  moreover,  in 
constant  contact  with  the  persons  making  use  of  the  records, 
who  may  make  suggestions  in  the  interest  of  the  public. 
Many  serious  blunders  have  been  made  because  of  lack  of 
supervision  of  plans  by  persons  having  practical  knowledge 
of  requirements.  In  both  Norfolk  and  Essex  counties  the 
judge  of  probate,  the  register  of  probate  and  the  register 
of  deeds  were  constituted  a  board  to  approve  plans  for  the 
buildings  for  the  registries,  with  the  result  that  the  Norfolk 
County  building  could  not  be  improved  upon,  and  the  Essex 
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part  of  tho'-e  '-«?ho  •aorilii  provide  *afes  to   take 
•jorri^  rnon^y  i.ari  1^*:  -aved  in  the  dr*t  parcfad^e.  & 
^:a.-^^  I  f.otifv  therri  th;U  they  cun  justly  be  oritioi* 
provider  for  the  reoorl.-  anythins:  Ies«   fireproof 
•r^o'Wd  provide":   for  their  own  valaiibles. 

In  f.:i.^^iri2  jufi^nnent  upon  safes,  there  are  som< 
*:'/uU',Tit.  iir  to  their  worthle^sness  that  there  can  K 
tiori  aUiiit  it.  Arnons  these  are  the  fact  that  a  saf 
oxfiO-i^d  to  a  :rreat  heat,  and  has  not  V>een  red 
ta[)[)inir  the  out-ido  gives  a  hollow  sound,  skowin; 
Hllin^'  it  not  in  proper  condition;  that  the  back  i: 
irMJde  anrl  outnide  measurements  revealin?  this 
-jfram.-j  have  opened :  and  that  doors  do  not  shut  se 
will  not  lor;k.  Such  safes  I  condemn,  and  put  the 
l>ility  u[;on  the  [)roper  authorities  to  provide  l>ett 
ii  often  a  (juestion  what  can  be  absolutely  apj 
much  dependin<r  upon  the  construction  of  a  bull 
hirration  of  the  safe  in  the  building,  the  surrount 
the  mrjans  for  extinguishing  fire,  or  keeping  a 
And  herein  lies  a  danger,  for  after  a  safe  has  been 
which  a  reputable  dealer  pronounces  suitable  in  its 
and  I  have  no  doubt  is  such,  it  is  moved  to  a  difie 
iion  as  town  oflicers  or  town  oflBces  change,  and  it 
ately  ImcoinoH  unsuitable.     For  instance,  a  safe  v 
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aple  protection  for  its  contents  on  the  ground  floor  of  a 
II,  one-story  building,  with  no  cellar,  was  placed  in  the 
midst  of  a  promiscuous  stock  in  a  country  store,  in  a  large 
building,  where  it  fell  into  the  cellar  and  lay  in  the  ruins 
until  cooled  by  the  atmosphere,  there  being  no  means  at 
hand  for  extinguishing  fire.  These  changes  of  location  may 
or  may  not,  at  once,  come  to  the  attention  of  the  commis- 
sioner, whose  approval  in  its  first  location  had  been  consid- 
ered as  taking  the  responsibility  ofi*  the  local  authorities. 

I  know  of  no  better  way  of  giving  information  to  those 
upon  whom  devolves  the  responsibility  of  the  protection  of 
the  records  than  to  quote  a  part  of  an  article  by  George  L. 
Damon,  Esq.,  published  in  the  *«  Manufacturers'  Record," 
April  28,  1904,  entitled  **  Behavior  of  Fireproof  Vaults  and 
Safes  in  Great  Fires."  Mr.  Damon  is  well  known  as  for 
many  years  a  manufacturer,  and  later  as  an  expert  in  pro- 
tective engineering,  familiar  with  details  of  construction, 
who  has  studied  the  ruins  of  all  the  greatest  fires  of  recent 
times  in  this  country.  This  article  was  written  soon  after 
the  great  fire  in  Baltimore  in  February,  1904.  The  whole 
of  it  is  well  worth  reading. 

We  have  two  classes  of  fireproof,  or  professedly  fireproof,  reposi- 
tories to  consider,  viz.,  vaults  and  safes:  the  former  fixed  in 
position  and  surrounded  by  special  walls  of  non-conducting  and 
indestructible  material;  the  latter  mostly  of  small  or  moderate 
size,  movable,  and  unprotected  by  accessory  enclosing  walls.  It 
is  evident  that  these  two  classes  of  structures  are  not  upon  an 
equal  footing  in  the  face  of  extreme  heat,  and  it  was  to  be  expected 
that  property  would  be  much  more  secure  in  vaults  than  in  safes. 
The  feature  of  the  case  which  is  unintelligible  to  the  losers  is  the 
degree  of  disparity.  After  extensive  conflagrations  one  hears  ex- 
pressions of  surprise  and  disappointment  that  the  loss  of  "fire- 
proof" safes  should  have  been  so  heavy.  This  is  a  condition 
which  could  have  been  foretold  by  any  one  conversant  with  present 
methods  of  construction  and  with  the  results  of  former  great 
fires.  It  is  a  condition  for  which  the  buying  public  rather  than 
the  manufacturer  —  at  least  than  the  reputable  manufacturer  —  is 
responsible. 

Of  vaults  we  may  distinguish  those  of  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies  and   those  of   mercantile   houses.     The  contents  of   the 
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twenty-two  burned  national  and  savings  banks  ai 
panics'  vaults  at  Baltimore  were  in  eveiy  instance 
perfect  condition.  The  successful  resistance  opp( 
vaults  to  the  onslaughts  of  tremendous  heat  at  one 
value  to  the  principles  of  constiiiction  embodied. 
vaults  were  of  comparatively  recent  erection.  Tl 
ously  located.  A  few  were  in  basements,  others  wf 
still  others  on  second  floors.  In  each  case  the  firep 
was  of  surrounding  walls  built  up  solidly  of  hartl 
cement,  and  free  from  built-in  ironwork.  The  avc 
of  walls  was  about  sixteen  inches.  All  these  vaiilte 
foundations  built  up  from  cellar  bottoms. 

Several  of  the  vaults  were  unfavorably  situated, 
jected  to  a  heat  hardly  imaginable.     Yet  the   temp 
interior  must  have  been  moderate.    In  one  of  these 
imum  temperature  which  arose  may  be  approxima 
from  a  singular  incident.     A  wax  candle  had   been 
upon  a  safe  in  the  vault.     During  the   progress  c 
candle  was  bent  over  of  its  own  weight,  until,   wi 
melting,  it  rested  in  the  pan  of  the  holder.      As  the 
of  fairly  hard  paraffine  is  in  the  vicinity  of   130°  F. 
elude  that  the  temperature  inside  the  vault  during 
the  lire  fell  a  few  degrees  short  of  this  point.      It  i 
between  100°  and  120°. 

It  should  be  unnecessary  at  this  late  day  to  call  a 
to  the  error  of  including  iron  rods  or  iron  rails  imb 
walls  with  the  intention  of  adding  strength,  or  enclo 
ing  materials  between  iron  plates  with  connecting 
beams  or  channel  iron.  But,  unfortunately,  the  pr 
been  altogether  abandoned.  It  is  evident  that,  sir 
and  cement  expand  at  different  rates  on  being  het 
much  the  more  rapidly,  such  addition  to  the  brick  oi 
nuist  be  a  source  of  weakness,  and  is  always  dar 
effects  of  such  combination  were  strikingly  exhibite 
ton  fire  of  1872  by  the  vault  of  the  Shawmut  Bank,  ; 
seams  were  opened  up  by  the  expanding  ironwork,  a 
of  the  vault  was  greatly  imperiled. 

An  example  teaching  the  need  of  unremitting  wat 
skilled  oversight  in  vault  construction  was  afforded 
a  bank  vault  in  one  of  the  buildings  examined.      \ 
was  being  built  a  thoughtless  mason  failed  to  I'emc 
scantling  placed  by  a  carpenter  when  constructing 
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Il8  the  building  burned,  the  fire  followed  through  this  piece  of 

p^ood  into  the  vault,  and  ultimately  the  entire  contents  were  de- 
i        >yed. 
,      The  vaults  of  mercantile  houses  in  Baltimore  were  of  varying 

CO     truction  and  quality.     Many  of  them  kept  their  contents  in- 

j       t.     But  there  were  also  many  losses.     Constructive  errors  to 

,  which   failures   may  be   laid  were  of   four   kinds:    (1)  insecure 

foundations ;   (2)  faulty  and  cheaply  constructed  doors  and  poor 

bolt  work ;   (3)  improper  attachment  of  doors  to  masoni-y ;   (4) 

connection  of  vault  walls  with  building  walls,  which  fell  and  car- 
ried them  down.  The  result  of  the  defect  in  the  first  class  was 
the  tumbling  of  vaults ;  and  in  the  second  and  third  classes  of 
defects  was  the  warping  of  the  doors  out  of  place,  and  the  conse- 
quent ingress  of  heat  and  fire. 

Turning  now  to  portable  safes,  the  statistics  are  not  yet  complete 
enough  to  show  the  percentage  of  loss.  In  the  Boston  fire  careful 
computation  showed  that  sixty-eight  per  cent,  of  safes  were  de- 
stroyed. The  writer  is  of  the  opinion,  based  on  personal  observa- 
tion and  comparison  in  the  two  cases,  that  the  proportionate  loss 
at  Baltimore  will  prove  to  have  been  as  great  as  it  was  in  Boston, 
or  even  greater.  In  truth,  by  far  the  larger  number  of  the  safes 
upon  which  the  merchants  of  Baltimore  were  relying  on  the  even- 
ing of  February  6  for  the  safe  keeping  of  valuables,  books  and 
business  papers,  etc.,  representing  oftentimes  a  great  part  of  their 
fortunes,  were  in  no  sense  fireproof.  Heat  penetrated  their  cas- 
ings. The  wooden  linings  caught  fire,  and  with  books  and  papers 
were  reduced  to  a  handful  of  ashes  and  charred  fragments.  Heat 
went  into  these  safes  suflSciently  to  destroy  even  jewelry,  though 
not  actually  to  melt  the  metal  parts,  so  far  as  the  writer  observed. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  the  interested  public  will  ask  whether  it 
is  possible  to  make,  at  a  moderate  cost,  safes,  i.e.,  iron  and  steel 
receptacles,  of  suitable  size,  weight  and  portability,  which  will  be 
proof  against  the  terrific  heat  of  such  conflagrations.  And  if  this 
question  is  answered  in  the  afi^rmative,  it  will  further  be  inquired 
why  such  safes  are  so  generally  replaced  by  an  inferior  article. 

To  answer  the  latter  question  first :  The  vast  majority  of  safes 
now  in  use  throughout  the  United  States  as  "fireproof"  are  not  so 
in  reality  when  subjected  to  extremely  severe  tests,  because  the 
demand  of  the  public  has  steadily  been  for  cheapening  prices. 
This  is  an  entirely  natural  state  of  things.  To  this  demand  the 
manufacturers,  in  the  stress  of  shai*p  competition,  have  been 
obliged  to  yield.     Obviously  this  hurts  the  maker  as  well  as  the 
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bayer,  for  do  craft  can  profit  in  the  long  run  from  tl 
tion  of  its  product.  The  remedy  lies,  first  of  all,  wit 
class  of  business  concerns,  whose  intelligence  and  m 
command  adequate  protection  in  safe  construction. 

That  safes  may  be  made  moderate  in  size  and  in  a 
able  to  stand  against  the  hottest  fires,  excepting  onl 
entire  exterior  shell  is  melted,  has  been  demonstrated. 
have  been  shown  by  exhaustive  experiments,  as  well  i 
experience.  These  results  may  be  explained  by  well- 
of  the  science  of  physics. 

The  writer  has  in  mind  two  safes  of  special  cons 
hereinafter  described,  which  went  through  the  Boston 
condition  of  their  exteriors  showed  that  they  had  been 
very  high  degree  of  temperature.  The  external  plates 
warped  and  partially  consumed,  burned-off  corners  j 
seams  testifying  to  the  intensity  of  the  heat.  The  si 
truth  thoroughly  tried  by  the  flames.  When  they  w< 
however,  their  contents  were  found  to  be  perfectly  pre« 

The  outcome  of  certain  experiments  performed  a 
years  ago,  of  which  the  writer  had  cognizance,  was 
convincing.  Tests  were  made  upon  a  number  of  i 
(about  one  foot  cubic  each),  with  various  fireproof 
materials,  in  reverberatory  furnaces.  Internal  temper 
ing  heating  were  taken  by  self-registering  thermometer 
bustible  materials  were  enclosed.  Temperatures  appr< 
melting  point  of  iron  were  used.  Lesser  temperatures 
the  maximum  were  continued  for  many  hours.  At  the 
tests,  the  wood,  parchment,  etc.,  held  by  certain  of  the 
found  to  be  quite  fresh  and  unchanged. 

Without  entering  too  much  into  details,  these  resu 
accounted  for  on  scientific  principles.  The  safes  whl 
fully  passed  the  ordeal  had  a  wall-filling  of  composition 
a  high  percentage  of  water  in  combination,  held  in  stal 
interstitially.  As  the  heat  penetrated  this  layer,  it  co; 
water  evenly  and  gradually  to  steam.  Change  from 
gaseous  form  is  attended  by  the  conversion  of  heat  int 
cal  separation  of  the  water  particles,  and  a  very  large 
heat  is  in  this  way  rendered  "  latent."  As  long  as  eo 
steam  is  going  on,  the  temperature  does  not  rise.  The 
tent  of  the  filling  thus  retards  the  progress  of  the  heat  t 
wall  of  the  safe,  and  so  protects  the  box  at  the  center. 
seen,  therefore,  that  protection  is  secured  not  to  any  g 
by  the  interposition  of  non-conducting  material,  but  b 
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sorption  "  of  heat  in  converting  liquid  water  into  vapor.  There  is 
no  other  method  of  construction  known  to  the  writer  upon  which 
reliance  can  be  placed.  The  safes  referred  to  above  as  passing 
successfully  through  the  Boston  fire  were  constructed  in  accord- 
ance with  this  principle,  and  those  which  failed  in  such  numbers  in 
the  recent  Baltimore  fire  most  assuredly  were  not  so  constructed. 

The  cost  of  such  really  fireproof  safes  is  in  the  neighborhood  of 
thirty  per  cent,  above  that  of  the  average  safe  sold  to-day  as  fire- 
proof. In  the  light  of  recent  events,  purchasers  should  decide 
whether  they  can  or  can  not  afford  to  pay  this  added  fraction,  re- 
quiring, in  return,  proved  and  amply  certified  protective  work. 
The  lessons  of  disastrous  experience,  so  often  and  so  lately  re- 
peated, should  not  be  lost. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  any  professional  men  using  the  portable 
type  of  safes  will,  through  their  willingness  to  pay  a  proper  in- 
crease in  price,  not  only  encourage,  but  insist  upon,  the  incorpora- 
tion of  reliable  and  essential  fireproofing  elements  not  only  as 
regards  the  wall-filling  materials,  but  the  proper  strength  and  con- 
struction of  the  steel  shells  and  doors. 

Boston,  Mass.,  April,  1904. 

While  the  records  in  most  of  the  towns  would  not  be 
likely  to  pass  through  *'  great  fires,"  the  fires  would  usually 
be  sufficient  to  put  to  a  test  the  safes  which  had  been  thought 
suitable  for  their  location,  and  the  part  of  the  article  dealing 
with  safes  cannot  but  be  instructive  to  town  officers.  They 
will  do  well  to  note  the  distinction  made  between  **  really 
fireproof  safes"  and  the  ** average  safe,"  and  purchase  the 
higher  priced.  I  have,  I  believe,  examined  every  safe  in 
the  State  containing  public  records  which  has  passed  through 
a  fire  during  my  term  of  office,  and,  while  no  records  have 
been  destroyed  in  them,  some  of  the  **  average  "  safes  have 
been  ruined,  and  their  contents  injured  to  an  extent  that 
made  binding  and  copying  necessary,  at  an  expense  exceed- 
ino^  what  a  better  safe  would  have  cost. 

As  generalizing  fails  to  be  as  convincing  as  a  specific 
statement,  I  will  give  one.  Some  years  ago  a  representative 
of  a  manufacturing  concern  was  sent  to  purchase  a  safe  of  a 
reputable  dealer.  The  price  seemed  so  high  that  upon  his 
own  responsibility  he  purchased  elsewhere  one  **ju8t  as 
good."  After  it  had  been  used  for  a  time,  having  had  at 
times  $40,000  in  it  just  before  pay  day,  it  was  discovered 


24  PUBLIC   RECORDS.  [Jm 

that  the  back  whs  an  iDch-and-o-half  homlock  hoard,  covero 
with  sheet  iron.  While  it  is  not  intended  to  imply  that  thi 
safe  was  an  "average"  one,  the  fact  carries  its  lesson. 

Danger  feom  Smoking. 

Id  these  days,  when  smoking  is  makiag  inDovstioDS  almoal 
everywhere,  except  at  a  church  serrice  or  ia  the  aaditorion 
of  a  theatre,  and  the  danger  Irom  it  is  enhanced  by  the  VM 
of  cigarettes,  it  would  probably  be  impossible  to  prevent  il 
in  the  buildings  used  for  the  public  reoorda ;  but  it  shook! 
at  least  be  restricted  there,  and  absolutely  prohibited  in  the 
rooms  used  for  the  records.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  find 
partly  smoked  cigars  in  considerable  numbera,  or  piutUll; 
filled  pipes,  lying  about  in  town  halls,  or  with  the  accumu- 
lation of  papers  in  the  rooms  used  as  the  town  offices. 

Many  fires  in  town  halls  have  l>ecu  attributed  to  careless 
ness  of  smokers,  and  two  town  halls  have  escaped  destructioo 
within  the  past  year  by  the  timely  discovery  of  fires  set  bj 
ignition  of  sawdust  in  wooden  spittoons,  Ir  Chelmsford, 
a  fire  which  had  burned  through  the  fluor  of  it  room  used  as 
an  armory  was  discovered  and  extin^riiished  by  iw^^  (if  tht 
selectmen  who  happened  to  make  an  early  morning  visit  tc 
the  town  hall.  In  Manchester,  a  citizen  passing  the  town 
hall  at  5.45  a.m.  discovered  a  fire  which,  owing  to  Ou 
weather  conditions,  would  have  been  serions,  endangering 
other  buildings  as  well,  bad  it  not  been  for  its  timely  dis- 
covery. Wooden  spittoons  will  be  prohibited  in  these  halls, 
and  other  towns  will  do  well  to  heed  the  warning. 

The  fire  in  the  Chelmsford  town  hall,  and  the  destraotioii 
on  Feb.  14,  1904,  of  the  town  hall  in  Meriden,  Conn., 
which  contained  records  and  official  offices,  caused  by  a  fire 
in  the  night  following  a  fair  in  the  assembly  room,  foniisl: 
further  evidence  of  the  desirability  of  separating  pablii 
record  offices  from  assembly  halls. 

Ink. 
It  may  seem  unnecessary  to  say  more  upon  the  subject  oA 
ink  for  the  records,  inasmuch  as  the  taw  requires  the  om 
of  the  State  standard  ink  opon  them ;  but  as  there  is  ooth 
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tinued  complaint  of  the  ink,  coupled  with  some  abuse  of  the 
commissioner  and  an  occasional  suggestion  of  an  attempt  to 
repeal  the  law,  it  is  well  to  keep  the  subject  alive,  even  at 
the  risk  of  repetition. 

The  complaints  of  the  ink  chiefly  come,  without  thought 
or  inquiry,  from  persons  best  described  as  fogies,  whom  the 
dictionary  defines  as  '*  persons  behind  the  times,"  who  object 
to  any  new  departure ;  or  from  others  who  incline  to  adopt 
experimental  things  upon  the  market,  and  who  would  like  to 
use  aniline  fluids  which  are  constantly  appearing  under  the 
claim  of  writing  black  and  always  remaining  so,  when,  as 
far  as  I  can  learn  by  inquiry  and  constjint  experimenting,  no 
such  ink  has  yet  been  found. 

The  complaints  are  two:  (1)  that  the  ink  thickens,  and 
(2)  corrodes  steel  pens.  As  has  been  stated  over  and  over 
again,  an  ink  to  be  permanent  must  contain  iron  and  gallic 
acid,  and  if  of  proper  specific  gravity  must  oxidize  and  thicken 
if  exposed  in  the  inkstand.  It  ought  to  be  protected  from 
oxidization  before  it  reaches  the  paper,  by  pouring  it  in  small 
quantities,  or,  better,  by  keeping  it  in  air-tight  inkstands. 
That  properly  protected  it  will  not  unduly  thicken  is  testi- 
fied to  by  many  who  use  it  properly,  and  is  proved  by  its 
satisfactory  use  in  fountain  pens.  That  it  corrodes  steel 
pens  more  than  other  permanent  inks  is  not  a  fact.  That  an 
ink  will  corrode  a  pen  if  not  wiped  off  is  evidence  that  it  is 
not  aniline,  and  is  to  its  credit. 

In  the  fifteenth  annual  report  the  adoption  by  the  United 
States  Treasury  Department  of  the  State  standard  ink  was 
noticed,  and  the  statement  concerning  the  ink  and  the  instruc- 
tions covering  its  use,  contained  in  the  department  circular, 
were  quoted.  By  circular  of  Feb.  8,  1905,  the  same  ink  is 
continued  for  use ;  and  the  department  goes  farther  in  pro- 
hibiting the  acceptance  of  bonds,  vouchers,  or  other  docu- 
ments if  prepared  with  inks  which  are  liable  to  fade. 

My  investigation  in  1890  of  the  permanency  of  inks  was 
made  none  to  soon,  for  with  the  constant  putting  upon  the 
market  of  aniline  fluids  with  a  view  to  cheapness,  or  in  the 
attempt  to  supply  an  ink  w^hich  would  write  black  (well 
enough  for  certain  purposes),  the  record  books  would  have 
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been  exposed  to  increasing  danger.  The  introductio 
of  indelible  pencils,  stamps,  etc.,  constitutes  a  dac 
papers  required  to  be  filed.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  thes 
may  resist  acids,  and  their  resistance  is  advanced  as  ei 
of  permanency ;  but  they  contain  aniline,  and  consec 
will  fade.  Ink  that  acid  will  not  remove  is  likely  1 
quickly. 

The  results  of  the  investigation  have  I>een  widesprej 
the  subject  has  since  received  and  is  receiving  consid 
in  this  country  and  abroad.  **  Paper  and  Pulp,"  a 
for  the  paper,  pulp,  and  allied  trades,  published  in  L 
in  its  issue  of  March  1,  1905,  calls  attention  to  the  ad 
our  State  upon  paper  and  ink  for  the  public  records, 
the  law,  and  from  the  reports  of  this  commission  gi 
specifications  for  the  standard  ink,  and  closes  by  s 
"It  is  of  very  great  importance  that  the  subject  sho 
ceive  the  most  serious  attention  of  H.  M.  Stationery 
and  that  a  public  opinion  should  be  created  in  this  coui 
this  subject,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  import 
posterity.  A  little  neglect  now,  or  the  attempt  to 
little  in  the  price  of  paper  or  ink,  may  result  in  i 
trouble  hereafter.'' 

Printino. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  fol 
towms  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  c 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Boxford,  Charlton,  Marl 
(completed),  Medway,  Newton,  Oakham,  Oxford,  an 
land. 

The  following  volumes  have  been  issued :  — 

Boston.  A  Volume  of  Records  relating  to  the  Early  Hi« 
Boston,  containing  Minutes  of  the  Selectmen's  Meetings,  1 
and  including,  1810.  (This  is  the  Thirty-third  Report 
series  of  Boston  Records,  formerly  called  Record  Commist 
Reports.)     Edward  W.  McGlenen,  City  Registrar.     Boston. 

Boston.  Series  of  Plans  of  Boston,  showing  existing  wa 
owners  of  property,  1 630-1 635-1 640-1 645.  Compiled  by  < 
Lamb,  from  Town  Records,  Book  of  Possessions,  Massac 
Bay  Records,  Savage's  Winthrop,  Lechford*s  Diary,  Aspi 
Notarial  Records  and  Suffolk  County  Deeds,  Scale  about  6 
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to  an  inch.  Issued  as  supplement  to  Volume  2  of  the  Record 
Commissioners*  Reports  by  PMward  W.  McGleuen,  City  Registrar. 
Boston,  1905. 

Boston.  The  Town  of  Roxbury,  its  Memorable  Persons  and 
Places,  its  History  and  Antiquities,  with  numerous  illustrations  of 
its  Old  Landmarks  and  Noted  Personages.  By  Francis  S.  Drake. 
(This  is  the  Thirty-fourth  Report  in  the  series  of  Boston  Records, 
formerly  called  Record  Commissioners*  Reports.)  Edward  W. 
McGlenen,  City  Registrar.     Boston,  1905. 

Binding. 

Records  have  been  bound  during  the  year  by  the  Emery 
Record  Preserving  Company  for  the  following  places :  Car- 
ver, Foxborough,  Halifax,  Hardwick,  Haverhill,  Hopkinton, 
Ipswich,  Lakeville,  Middlefield,  Nantucket,  Norton,  North 
Reading,  Palmer,  Pepperell,  Princeton,  Southwick,  Stur- 
bridge,  Sutton,  Truro,  Wareham,  and  West  Stockbridge ; 
and  for  the  registry  of  deeds,  and  the  registry  of  probate, 
in  Nantucket. 

Most  of  this  work  has  been  done  under  my  direction  ;  and 
under  the  discretion  given  me,  much  of  the  cost  has  been 
paid  from  the  appropriation  for  this  oflBce. 

The  registry  of  deeds  and  the  registry  of  probate  at  East 
Cambridge  have  continued  the  work  there,  and  the  registers 
of  deeds  at  Plymouth,  Taunton,  and  Worcester  have  had 
many  of  their  plans  mounted  in  a  form  which  seems  to  solve 
the  troublesome  question  of  convenient  filing  of  various- 
sized  plans. 

Ancient  Dating  and  Adjusting  of  Dates. 

Instances  of  the  perplexity  of  ancient  dating  continue  to  be 
brought  to  my  attention,  either  by  inquiries,  by  the  question- 
ing of  the  accuracy  of  dates  which  I  have  given  in  the  Manual 
of  the  Legislature,  or  by  my  finding  wrong  dates  in  print. 

Persons  consulting  the  printed  laws  of  the  Commonwealth 
are  confused  by  the  difference  between  the  legislative  year 
and  calendar  year,  which  led  to  numbering  chapters  differ- 
ently in  different  editions.  An  attempt  to  explain  both  of 
these  matters  was  printed  in  the  sixteenth  report,  to  which 
persons  interested  are  referred. 
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New  Hampshire  Rboobbs. 

The  intimate  relations  existing  between  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire  in  early  days,  mach  of  the  present  territorj 
of  the  latter  having  been  included  in  the  former,  md^e 
records  of  each  of  interest  and  benefit  to  the  other  State.  It 
is  interesting,  therefore,  to  know  of  tiie  important  action 
recently  taken  by  New  Hampshire. 

Under  an  act  of  March  11,  1897,  the  records  of  all  the 
courts  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  prior  to  April  29, 
1769,  were  removed  from  the  county  records  building  in 
Exeter  to  the  State  Library  building  at  Concord,  and  placed 
in  vaults  there.  Under  an  act  of  March  10,  1899,  all  records 
and  deeds  and  all  probate  records,  and  all  the  original  papers 
of  the  province  to  the  same  date,  were  also  deposited  there. 
Mr.  A.  S.  Batchellor,  Editor  of  State  Fftpers,  whose  yalu- 
able  work  for  New  Hampshire  is  well  known  to,  and  fully 
appreciated  by,  all  dealing  with  its  history  or  laws,  acted  as 
one  of  the  agents  for  the  transfer  of  these  records,  and  printed 
suggestions  for  their  treatment,  which  were  adopted,  and  the 
work  upon  them  was  commenced  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

One  hundred  volumes  of  records  of  deeds  and  twenty-five 
of  records  of  wills,  with  the  original  papers  in  thir^-six 
hundred  and  twenty-two  estates,  were  transferred  to  tiie 
secretary's  department,  of  which  thus  far,  a  card  index  in 
much  detail  has  been  prepared,  and  a  large  part  of  the  otiier 
papers  have  already  been  thus  indexed. 

I  intended  to  quote  from  the  paper  of  Mr.  Batchellor  only 
so  far  as  it  enumerated  the  records,  but  it  sets  out  so  fully 
the  whole  situation,  and  shows  so  conclusively  the  value  of 
records  of  this  character  if  their  contents  are  made  available, 
that  I  quote  it  in  full. 


The  first  division  of  the  papers  removed,  according  to  the 
quirements  of  recent  law,  from  Exeter  to  the  custody  of  the  Slate 
at  Concord,  to  suggest  itself  would  be  into  (1)  Land  Reooids, 
and  (2)  Court  Records. 

1 .  The  Land  Records. 

These  are  contained  in  bound  manuscript  volumes,  about  one 
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hundred  in  number.  The  records  prior  to  March  19,  1771,  belong 
to  the  State.  The  volumes  subsequent  to  that  date  belong  to  the 
county  of  Rockingham,  subject  to  the  right  of  the  State  to  cause 
transcripts  to  be  made  of  deeds  of  date  prior  to  March  19,  1771, 
which  did  not  get  record  in  the  registry  of  deeds  till  subsequent  to 
that  date.  One  volume  at  Exeter  contains  records  of  deeds  on 
both  sides  of  the  divisional  date,  March  19,  1771.  These  deeds 
of  date  prior  to  March  19,  1771,  should  be  transcribed  from  the 
old  book  at  Exeter  by  or  for  the  State  into  a  new  volume ;  and 
into  the  same  book,  also,  should  be  copied  the  deeds  of  date  prior 
to  March  19,  1771,  but  recorded  in  the  volumes  now  in  Exeter 
registry  covering  the  period  subsequent  to  the  divisional  date. 
When  these  additional  deeds  are  secured  for  the  State  from  the 
Rockingham  County  records,  a  similar  collection  of  those  of  date 
pnor  to  March  19,  1771,  but  recorded  in  the  other  counties,  should 
be  gathered  and  added  to  the  State's  collection  of  manuscript  prov- 
ince deeds.  Then  an  index  of  the  whole  should  be  prepared  as 
speedily  as  practicable,  by  which  the  names  of  parties,  date  of 
deed,  and  the  location  of  real  estate  described,  should  be  ascer- 
tainable upon  the  most  approved  system  of  dealing  with  such 
records. 

2.  The  Court  Records. 

These  are  properly  divisible  into  five  subjects : — 

(1)  The  records  of  the  provincial  Governor  and  Council:  — 

(a)  As  an  executive  and  administrative  body ;  and 

(b)  As  a  court  of  appeals. 

(2)  The  records  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature. 

(3)  The  records  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

(4)  The  records  of  the  Court  of  Sessions. 

(5)  The  records  of  the  Court  of  Probate. 

First.  —  The  necessity  of  rendering  these  archives  accessible  to 
the  public  is  the  primary  consideration.  They  are  voluminous, 
and  there  is  no  probability  that  they  can  ever  be  published  in  any 
printed  form  that  would  approach  a  complete,  exhaustive,  or  meas- 
urably adequate  treatment  of  them.  .They  are,  however,  constantly 
resorted  to  for  the  purposes  of  business  and  for  legal  and  historical 
investigation.  They  are  the  evidence  which  is  at  the  foundation 
of  property  rights  for  the  entire  State,  and  they  contain  the  ele- 
ments for  the  development  of  our  law,  our  constitution,  and  our 
political  systems  during  the  first  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  of 
our  history  as  a  colony  and  province.  Every  practical  considera- 
tion, affecting  records  of  such  value  and  such  antiquity,  demands 
such  a  disposal  and  such  an  arrangement  of  them  as  that  the  legit- 
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imate  ioqairer  can  eoonomioally,  spei      y,  i    1  o    i    lientl] 
them  to  their  fall  extent  and  in  their  i  iri 

inevitably  being  lost  in  a  trackless  labyrinth. 

Second.  —  The  method  suggested  is  an  arrangemeat  of  the  bo 
and  papers  in  each  division  and  subdivision  in  its  own  » 
boand  volames  being  numbered  and  the  papers  or  dooi 
files  or  in  scattered  condition  being  pasted  into  bound  i 

leaves  prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  a  chronological  or    r 
preserved  in  the  disposition  of  the  books,  records,  and  |  ii 

each  division.     EventuaUy  these  archives,  being  thus  reduo     to 
order  and  system  should  be  subjected  to  an  exhaustive  and 
tific  method  of  indexing. 

Third,  — As  to  the  order  in  which  the  work  should  be  under- 
taken,  I  should  suggest  that  the  land  records  and  the  probate 
records  receive  the  first  attention.  This  recommendation  arises 
from  the  well-known  fact  that  the  stress  of  inquiry  and  investiga- 
tion is  and  must  of  necessity  be  more  continuous  and  more  generd 
upon  the  recoi-ds,  papers,  books,  and  files  in  the  land  and  probate 
department  than  upon  those  in  the  other  divisions. 

Fourth,  —  The  key  to  the  method  of  arrangement  ia  an  obaerv- 
ance  of  the  logical  requirements  of  a  classification  that  will  rendn 
the  contents  of  the  archives  most  conveniently  available  for  aiteal 
and  general  use,  and  at  the  earliest  practicable  date.  The  laws  of 
utility  must  govern  in  the  undertaking  of  patting  the  records  in 
accessible  form,  place,  and  custody.  If  the  probate  reoorda  are 
now  assumed  to  be  under  treatment,  it  will  be  observed  that  apart 
of  the  material  is  entered  in  full  in  books,  and  a  part  of  it  is  in  loose 
papers  and  files.  In  the  periods  of  the  first  and  seo(md  union  with 
the  towns  of  Massachusetts,  under  the  colonial  government  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  a  large  number  of  New  Hampshire  estates, 
administered  in  the  courts  which  had  jurisdiction  over  areas  con- 
stituted of  towns  in  each  province,  would  necessarily  have  afforded 
records  local  to  the  colony,  counties,  or  towns  of  Massachusetts. 
These  records  are  to  be  sought  in  those  localities  to-day.  These 
considerations  apply  in  a  measure  to  the  records  of  New  Hamp- 
shire administrations  which,  for  various  reasons,  are  to  be  sought 
in  the  archives  of  the  towns  and  counties  of  southwestern  Maine. 
It  would  be  advisable,  therefore,  to  supplement  the  accessions  to 
the  State  archives  in  this  division  of  the  subject  effected  by  the 
recent  removals  of  probate  records  from  Exeter  to  State  custody 
at  Concord  by  transcripts  from  the  Massachusetts  and  Maine 
archives.    These  papers  and  records,  which  now  remain  in  such 
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ody  outside  the  State,  are  not  namerous,  and  the  expense  of 

ining  copies  would  not  be  large.     The  collection  having  thus 

a<     made  as  complete  as  possible  in  the  State  custody,  the  busi- 

8  of  prompt  and  systematic  arrangement  and  indexing  should 

eed  on  common-sense  plans  that  will  suggest  themselves  to  a 

nopetent  archivist. 

Fifth,  —  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  records  of  the  provincial 

►vernor  and  Council  have  been  in  State  custody  from  the  outset. 

t  is  the  material  in  the  records  and  files  of  the  subordinate  courts 

t  has  been  but  recently  brought  from  Exeter.     This  assembling 

►f  all  the  province  archives  in  a  single  custody  enables  those  who 

Id  prosecute  some  comprehensive  system  of  arrangement  for 

B  whole  to  introduce  cross-reference  and  citations  into  what  we 
consider  in  the  first  instance  as  a  system  of  parallels.     That 

to  say,  these  separate  courts  and  administrative  bodies,  being  in 
the  exercise  of  their  several  functions  contemporaneously,  for  more 
than  a  hundred  years,  will  of  course  be  found  to  have  had,  in  a 
jiven  period,  by  the  course  of  appeals  and  occasional  remanding, 
the  same  subjects  or  causes  under  consideration. 

The  existence  of  this  state  of  affairs  and  procedure  will  necessi- 
:ate  such  not  infrequent  entries  in  the  series  belonging  to  each 
iadicial  division  as  will  guide  the  investigator  from  the  records  of 
>ne  court  to  those  of  another  until  the  ultimate  disposition  of  the 
^ase,  subject,  or  party  is  ascertained. 

Sixth,  —  The  records  of  the  Governor  and  Council  as  a  court  of 
ippeals  and  chancery  have  always  been  of  the  utmost  interest  and 
mportance  in  the  modern  ascertainment  and  administration  of  the 
aws  of  the  State,  and  in  the  interpretation  and  application  of  cer- 
Ain  provisions  of  the  State  Constitution. 

It  is  stated  in  the  argument  of  Hon.  Jeremiah  Smith,  in  the 
mportant  case  of  Connecticut  River  Lumber  Company  v,  Olcott 
?alls  Company,  65  N.  H.  328,  that  the  records  of  the  Governor 
Lud  Council,  acting  as  a  court  of  appeals,  are  extant  from  the 
period  from  1742  to  1774.  It  also  appears  in  the  same  connec- 
;ion  that  only  two  modern  investigators  have  accomplished  the 
;ask  of  personal  examination  of  the  contents  of  those  records. 
The  persons  referred  to  were  the  late  Chief  Justice  Smith  and  the 
ate  John  M.  Shirley. 

This  is  because  the  condition  of  such  an  undigested  and  un- 
iiTanged  mass  of  books,  files,  and  records  deters  the  most  patient 
ind  indefatigable  searcher  from  undertaking  an  investigation  to 
iny thing  like  a  critical,  complete,  and  satisfactory  purpose. 
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And  yet  it  is  necessary  to  resort  to  tbeoe  verj  records  wfaoi- 
ever,  as  in  the  case  above  dted,  it  beoomes  neoesaary  for  tiie 
courts  to  apply  the  historical  test  in  ascertaining  whether  1  Gtir- 
ernor  and  Council,  as  a  court  of  chancery,  ezeroised  equity  p  i; 
and,  if  so,  whether  in  connection  with  the  ezereiee  of  i  i 

a  right  of  trial  by  Jury  was  conceded  and  ezendfled. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Constitution  of  1784,  wliloh,  irith  tiie  amend- 
ments subsequently  effected,  is  stiii  the  ocganio  law,  in  torn 
refers  to  the  usage  and  practice  of  the  period  prior  to  1784  as  a 
controlling  fact  in  the  ascertainment  and  applleation  of  the  gov- 
erning principles  of  our  Constitution,  it  is  aimoBt  too  plain  for 
argument  that  the  avenues  of  investigation  through  aO  the  court 
records  of  the  province  period  shoold  always  be  open  and  aeceoih 
ible  by  the  most  convenient  methods  that  the  State  can  provide, 
and  that,  too,  without  needless  and  improvident  delay. 

The  recent  case  of  State  v.  Jackson,  69  N«  H.  511,  is  one  in, 
which  the  court  was  compelled  to  traverse  the  entire  provindal 
period  in  its  investigations,  in  order  to  determine  the  moennrM  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  Justices  and  police  coorts  in  the  impoeitioii  of' 
penal  sanctions. 

It  is  an  occasion  of  regret  and  solkdtnde  that,  in  reepoot  to  the 
records  in  question,  the  courts  and  other  fanvestigaton  are  prseli- 
cally  barred  out  by  the  disorganized,  undigested,  and  volandnoas 
confusion  in  which  the  archives  have  been  pemdtted  to  remain 
during  this  entire  period,  beginning  with  the  organisaticm  of  the 
revolutionary  State  government  in  1775. 

Seventh.  —  The  Secretary  of  State  is  the  asoal  and  appropriate 
custodian  of  such  State  archives.  It  should  now,  withoat  farther 
postponement  of  the  subject,  be  made  his  daty  to  inaagorate  a 
system  of  classification  and  arrangement  of  the  entire  body  of 
these  records,  papers,  documents,  and  books,  wliioh,  in  its  devel* 
opment,  will  permanently  and  effectually  open  them  to  the  pnUie 
use.  Not  less  than  two  thousand  dollars  a  year  shoold  be  made 
available  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  enable  him  to  prooeed  on 
plans  approved  by  the  Governor  and  Council  in  the  proseention  of 
this  undertaking. 

There  is,  in  respect  to  this  work,  no  occasion  for  a  oommission 
or  for  elaborate,  expensive,  or  ostentatious  official  maeliinorj.  It 
will  proceed  most  advantageously  for  the  people's  interests  and 
uses  if  it  be  prosecuted  on  simple  and  practical  plans  and  methods, 
under  the  direction  of  a  single  head,  with  all  the  expeditkm  tliat  is 
consistent  with  efficiency  and  economy  in  execution. 


The  specific  cases  cited  in  the  foregoing  emphasize  the 

;t  that,  until  such  records  are  made  available  at  the  public 

ge,  the  litigant  who  can  afibrd  to  pay  for  private  research 

U   have  an   advantage   over   his   opponent  who   cannot. 

Vhile  it  may  properly  be  claimed  that  money  must  neces- 

«rily  have  an  important  part  in  the  preparation  of  a  suit,  a 

t)lic  record,   made  at  public  expense,  should  be  equally 

available  to  rich  and  poor. 

Proprietors  or  Land  Records. 

The  ignorance  existing  about  the  proprietors  records,  and 
the  importance  of  them  at  times  when  they  are  needed, 
^  makes  it  worth  while  to  again  call  attention  to  them. 
■  May  14,  1634,  it  was  ordered  that  '*None  but  the  General 
Court  hath  power  to  .  .  .  and  dispose  of  lands,  viz.  :  to 
give  and  confirm  proprieties."  From  that  time  the  granting 
of  the  common  lands  to  persons  organizing  under  various 
names  continued,  the  name  proprietors  later  being  commonly 
adopted.  These  bodies  held  meetings,- at  first  in  very  many 
instances  where  the  members  lived,  though  the  granted  lands 
might  have  been  far  distant.  The  records  of  these  meetings 
are  often  dated  in  the  home  town  until  settlement  com- 
menced on  the  new  grant. 

Naturally  the  division  of  the  land  was  one  of  the  first 
things  to  be  done,  and  records  and  plans  of  the  division 
were  made.  These  in  some  cases  were  made  in  the  volume 
used  for  the  records  of  meetings,  and  if  this  system  was 
commenced  it  was  apt  to  have  been  continued  through  several 
volumes,  and  meetings  of  "freemen"  are  interspersed  with 
records  of  those  of  ''proprietors."  In  other  places  separate 
volumes  were  devoted  wholly  to  description  of  the  lots,  and 
often  contained  plans  as  well. 

By  a  process  of  evolution  many  volumes  of  the  records  of 
meetings  came  to  contain  town  meetings,  and  as  such  very 
generally  remained  in  the  town  which  succeeded  the  pro- 
prietors, although  some  of  these  got  into  private  possession  ; 
but  the  records  of  lands  not  infrequently  got  into  the  hands 
of  surveyors,  or  of  persons  holding  or  claiming  title  to  lands 
described  therein.    As  much  of  the  land  described  descended 
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by  inheritance,  years  may  have  passed  before  any  4 
may  have  taken  place  to  l>e  made  a  matter  of  record, 
importance  of  these  records  will,  therefore,  appear. 

The  law  provides  that  when   a  body  of  proprie 
ceased  to  exist,  the  records  shall   be   in  the  custodr^ 
city  or  town  clerk  in  whose  city   or   town  the  lands 
the  larger  part  thereof,  are  located.      Many  of  these  r 
are  undoubtedly  destroyed,  but  most  of  such  as  have 
learned  of  have  been  placed  in  proper  custody.     Ui     i 
further  provision  of  the  statutes,  which  allows  county  c» 
missioners  to  have  copies  of  these   records  made,  I  is 
succeeded,  in  co-operation   with   the    registers,   in  hi 
many  copies  made  and  deposited  in  the  registries  of  dwJ 

There  are  five  volumes  of  the  records  of  the  proprietors 
Dartmouth  which  would  naturally  have  l>een  depositetl* 
the  town  clerk,  but  they  are  in  private  possession ;  and 
old  Dartmouth  included  the^territory  now  Dartmouth,  W 
port.  New  Bedford,  Acushnet,  and  Fairhaven,  it  wc 
impossible  to  know  where  the  **  larger  part "  of  the  land 
or  where  the  records  should  he  deposited.  Under  the 
cumstances,  the  appropriate  place  for  them  would  K' 
registry  of  deeds  at  New  Bedford,  as  all  the  land  is  wthii 
jurisdiction,  where  they  would  be  safe  and  easilvconsa 
Moreover,  they  need  expert  binding,  which  would  enta 
expense  not  justly  to  be  charged  to  Dartmouth,  but » 
can  be  done  under  my  direction  and  at  my  exi)ens« 
would,  therefore,  recommend  a  resolve  authorizing 
transfer.  Similar  action  was  taken  concemin<y  the  recor 
the  proprietors  of  Ilochester,  which  were  bound  and  p 
in  the  registry  of  deeds  in  Plymouth,  where  the  v  are  saf 
availal)le  to  persons  who  could  have  seen  them  in  Rxh 
onl}'  at  great  inconvenience  and  considerable  expense. 

Manual  of  the  Legislatitre. 
The  establishment  by  the  Legislatures  of  successive 
of  town   boundaries,  as  recommended    by   the  Harbor 
Land  Commissioners,  makes  it  necessary  that  I  shouK 
to  the  Manual  of  the  Legislature  for  each  year  such  le< 
tion.     The  thorough  and  systematic  search  which  is  1 


B  by  the  topographical  department  of  that  commission 

ngs'to  light  legislation  which,  owing  to  the  incomplete 

sing  of  the  early  records  of  the  General  Court,  or  the 

ertainty  pertaining  to  certain  territory,  has  not  been  in- 

ided  under  the  legislation  pertaining  to  the  towns  printed 

the  Manual.     The  additions  thus  made  necessary  are  in- 

rted  each  year,  making  the  latest  Manual  the  correct  one 

J  date. 

A  Caution. 

It  is  not  strictly  within  my  province  as  a  supervisor  of  the 
!ords  to  take  notice  of  attempts  to  deceive  the  public,  but 
hen  incidentally  such  attempts  are  brought  to  the  attention 
F  a  public  servant,  it  would  seem  proper  for  him  to  call 
utention   to  them.      The  interest  in  grenealoorv  which  has 
aeveloped  within  a  few  years  has  led  many  persons  to  take 
ip  as  a  business  genealogical  research,  and  they  evidently 
Jnd  many  ready  to  employ  them.     Some  of  these  are  pro- 
fiBssionals  who  are  competent  to  do  accurate  work,  some  are 
voices  who  are  likely  to  jump  at  conclusions  or  to  accept 
!  unverified  statements,  while  there  are  others  who  are  un- 
questionably undertaking  to  get  money   under  false   pre- 
^  tences. 

A  circular  has  fallen  into  my  hands,  having  a  heading 
which  would  give  an  impression  that  it  was  issued  from  a 
well-established  institution,  which  contains  the  following,  as 
part  of  its  statements:  "  We  wish  to  inform  you  that  we 
have,  at  a  very  considerable  expense,  after  many  years' 
labor  and  research,  secured  accurate  copies  of  nearly  all  the 
^  church  and  town  records  of  New  England  prior  to  the  year 
1800,  and  in  many  instances  have  the  original  records  them- 
selves." y%t.<?  can  he  nothing  but  an  absolute  falsehood. 
'  There  is  not  a  town  in  New  England  which  has  had  all  of 
its  records  copied ;  and  copies  of  the  records  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  dejiths,  which  are  those  sought  for  by  searchers, 
are  so  few  as  to  brand  the  whole  statement  false.  Of  church 
records,  copies  are  too  few  to  be  looked  for. 

The  unaccounted-for  original  records  of  the  towns  of  Mas- 
sachusetts are  so  few  that  it  may  be  almost  positively  stated 
that  there  are  none  in  possession  of  these  parties.     If  they 


are,  they  are  unlawfully  kept,  and  the  parties  holding  the 
are  liable  to  prosecution.     I  have  no  authority  to  author! 
payment  for  their  recovery,  but  will  personally  pay  for  it, 
for  information  which  will  result  in  it. 

Parties  advertising  a  genealogical  society  have  misled  son 
who  have  forwarded  money  as  a  membership  fee,  and  hai 
then  been  unable  to  locate  the  advertisers. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  advise  any  one  seeking  information  i 
regard  to  any  such  circulars  or  advertisements. 

Bequests  for  Town  Record  Offioes. 

It  is  very  customary  for  societies  to  conclude  their  anniu 
reports  with  appeals  for  bequests,  and  to  give  the  legal  fori 
for  such.  As  I  see  the  not  infrequent  bequest  to  a  town  < 
a  building  for  a  library,  I  am  disappointed  that  the  impoi 
tance  of  the  records  has  not  been  realized,  and  provision  mad 
for  a  fireproof  town  office  and  depository  for  the  recordi 
as  well.  Provision  could  well  be  made,  too,  for  the  sai 
keeping  of  relics,  which  many  of  the  towns,  through  thei 
historical  societies,  are  gathering  and  pladng  in  ancden 
"fire-traps,"  liable  eventually  to  be  destroyed,  ¥rith  all  th 
accumulation. 

I  would  make  an  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  records  for  sue 
l)uildings,  the  form  of  bequest  to  be  suited  to  the  needs  c 
the  town,  including,  in  poor  towns,  becoming  poorer,  ba 
possessing  important  ancient  records,  a  provision  for  prope 
care  of  the  building. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Becobds, 
State  House,  Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  1, 1907. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fifteenth  report  of  this  com- 
mission, being  the  nineteenth  in  the  series  of  reports  on  the 
public  records. 

The  statute  requires  that  the  commissioner  shall  annually 
make  a  report  to  the  general  court,  with  any  reconmiendations 
and  suggestions  as  to  the  records.  That  the  recommendations 
and  suggestions  made  year  after  year  by  heads  of  depart- 
ments and  commissioners  receive  no  apparent  attention  from 
the  Legislature,  or  are  disapproved,  does  not  absolve  one 
from  the  duty  of  renewing  them.  Experience  brings  the  need 
of  them  more  and  more  to  the  front.  That  public  sentiment 
is  influenced  by  them  becomes  apparent  in  time,  and  neces- 
sary legislation  is  finally  obtained.  Two  examples  prove  this. 
In  1890  I  advocated  longer  terms  for  the  recording  officers, 
and  renewed  the  suggestion  until  1901,  when  three-year 
terms  for  city  and  town  clerks  were  made  permissive.  I  have 
also  advanced  the  idea  that  the  election  of  registers  of  deeds 
for  three  years,  when  registers  of  probate  and  clerks  of  the 
courts  were  elected  for  five,  was  without  reason,  and  in  the 
last  Legislature  the  terms  of  registers  of  deeds  was  made 
five  years.  Many  other  needed  changes  have  been  made 
after  the  advocacy  of  a  few  years.  Encouraged  by  this,  and 
by  the  fact  that  many  members  of  the  Legislature  approve 
what  does  not  result  in  immediate  legislation,  I  renew  some 
of  the  suggestions. 


4  PUBLIC   RECORDS.  [Jan. 

Results  of  the  Work. 

All  of  the  results  of  the  work  accomplished  cannot,  as  in 
many  of  llie  State  ofRees,  be  submitted  in  an  annual  repi^n 
by  lig'iires  or  summaries,  nor  can  work  in  progress  be  reported 
witlunit  endangering  results.     In  much  of  the  work  the  ci»m- 
missi<nier  is  obliiioil  to  bide  the  time  when  the  result  is  a>- 
sured.     ImjKH'tant  records,  for  many  years   unheard  of,  or 
known  to  bi^  in  unauthorized  hands,  are  traced  from  one  to 
another  jicrson  or  place,  not  infrequently  to  distant  States. 
This  ninst  be  done  secretly,  as  precipitate  action  might  result 
in  I  heir  secretion  or  destruction,  but  time  so  changes  condi- 
tions that  they  are  eventually  willingly  surrendered.     Some 
resnlts  not  before  reported  are  presented  under  the  appnv 
priato  beads. 

City  Kkcokds. 

Salem  has  recently  erected  a  tier  of  six  vaults  attached  to 

the  rear  of  the  city  ball,  thereby  making  provision  for  tlie 

safety  and  convenient  arrangement  of  many  records  which 

were  oxj)osed  to  danger  in  the  old  and  inflammable  building. 

I  This  was  done   at  my  suggestion,  contemplated   insufficient 

action  beinir  rescinded. 

For  si.'veral  vcai's  1  have  notified  the  citv  government  of 

i  Xew  lied  ford  that  action  should  be  taken  to  secure  the  safetv 

i  ...  * 

of  their  rivords,  which  were  in  danger,  partly  in  the  public 

library  bnilding  used  for  nuuiieipal  offices,  and  partly  in  the 
city  ball.  Plans  contemplatecl  a  few  years  ago  were  not  car- 
I'ied  dul,  and  the  citv  i^'overnnient  of  lOOd  was  notified  that 
inniK^diale  aclion  nnist  be  taken.  As  a  result,  an  appropria- 
tion has  lu'rn  made  an<l  extensiv(»  alterations  are  in  process. 
The  bniMiing  (»f  the  city  ball  last  minitli  may  open  the  way  to 
a  radical  change,  which  will  result  in  a  new  and  proper 
bnilding. 

The  nvords  in  tlu^  city  ball  in  Xortham])t()n  are  not  prop- 
(M'ly  ])rotected,  ami  cannot  be  in  that  buihling  without  exten- 
sive im])rovements.     The  suggestion  of  a  new  city  hall  ha.s 
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.  me  to  defer  summary  action,  but  as  the  prospects  of  a 
new  building  or  of  any  changes  in  the  present  seemed  more 
remote  than  ever,  the  city  government  of  1906  was  notified 
that  action  must  be  taken.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the 
appropriate  committee,  which  did  not  report  upon  it  until 
^;  almost  the  end  of  the  municipal  year.  It  has  now,  wisely, 
reported  against  wasting  money  in  the  old  building,  and  in 
favor  of  the  erection  of  a  new  one.  The  election  of  the  city 
clerk,  who  has  appreciated  the  danger  and  constantly  en- 
deavored to  secure  improvement,  to  the  mayoralty  will  prob- 
ably result  in  some  action. 

Marlborough  has  finished  a  new  city  hall  within  the  past 
year  and  the  records  are  now  adequately  provided  for.  Learn- 
ing wisdom  from  experience,  an  assembly  hall,  which  was  the 
cause  of  the  burning  of  the  old  building,  has  been  eliminated, 
although  there  was  considerable  agitation  of  the  matter  before 
it  was  decided. 

The  situation  of  the  wooden  citv  hall  in  Newton  makes  it 
the  most  hazardous  fire  risk  of  any  in  the  State,  and  its  de- 
struction by  fire  will  be  no  surprise.  Constant  urging  has 
brought  about  some  improvements  in  the  way  of  protection 
of  the  records,  the  last  being  the  construction  of  a  good  vault 
outside  the  walls  of  the  building,  where  valuable  records  of 
the  assessors  are  kept.  The  rapid  burning  of  the  Springfield 
city  hall  shows  the  danger  to  which,  during  office  hours  even, 
when  vaults  and  safes  are  open,  the  records  in  buildings  of 
this  character  are  exposed.  They  may  well  be  classed  rapid 
burning. 

Fires. 

Nearly  every  year  there  is  a  fire  which  endangers  some  of 
the  public  records,  and  during  the  past  year  there  have  been 
two  such  fires. 

About  1  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  December  10  a  fire 
broke  out,  probably  as  the  result  of  smoking,  in  a  room  on 
the  upper  floor  of  the  Holyoke  city  hall,  occupied  as  a  social 
room  by  Company  D  of  the  Second  Regiment.    Occurring  at 
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Bosioir,  Ans.  1,  IMS. 

Robert  T.  Swan,  Esq.,  Commissumer  of  PutUe  Reeorda,  104  8kk 

House. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  In  reply  to  your  request  for  my  opinion  upon  die 
following  questions :  — 

1.  Would  a  commission  created  by  an  act  of  the  Legialatare  to 
erect  a  building  in  which  public  records  were  to  be  kept,  be  required 
to  provide  fireproof  rooms,  safes  or  vaults  for  sudi  records  unksB 
so  instructed  by  said  act  ? 

2.  Would  a  commission  or  committee  empowered  by  vote  of  a 
city  council,  or  a  commission  or  committee  empowered  by  vote  of 
a  town  to  erect  a  building  in  which  public  records  were  to  be  kept, 
be  required  to  provide  fireproof  rooms,  safes  qt  vmnhs  for  such 
records  unless  so  instructed  by  said  vote? 

3.  Would  the  erection  of  any  of  the  above^nentkmed  buiUiiiigB 
by  commissions  or  committees  relieve  the  offioen  or  boaids^  coonly 
commissioners,  city  councils,  and  selectmen  of  thdhr  doij  to  provide 
and  maintain  fireproof  rooms,  safes  or  vaults,  as  nqnirad  bj  chap- 
ter 35,  section  18,  of  the  Revised  Laws? 

4.  Would  the  members  of  a  board  of  sdectmen,  who  by  vote  of 
the  town  are  members  of  a  building  committee,  be  relieved  of  their 
duty  under  said  section  18,  provided  the  majority  of  sndi  oommittee 
had  failed  to  make  proper  provision  for  the  safety  of  die  records? 

Revised  Laws,  c.  35,  §  18,  provides:  "Officers  or  boards  in 
charge  of  a  state  department,  county  commissionerB,  -  city  oouncfls 
and  selectmen  shall,  at  the  expense  of  the  oommonweelth,  ooanty, 
city  or  town,  respectively,  provide  and  maintain  fireproof  rooins» 
safes  or  vaults  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  records  of  their 
department,  county,  city  or  town,  other  than  the  records  in  the 
custody  of  teachers  of  the  public  schools,  and  shall  fumiah  soA 
rooms  only  with  fittings  of  non-combustible  materials/' 

Revised  Laws,  c.  20,  §  5,  provides :  "  Ekich  coun^  except  Suffolk 
shall  ])rovide  suitable  courthouses,  jails,  houses  of  correction,  fire- 
proof offices  and  other  necessary  public  buildings  for  the  use  of  the 
county ;  but  the  county  of  Dukes  County  need  not  provide  a  house 
of  correction." 

Chapter  20,  §  7 :  ''The  city  of  Boston  shall  provide  the  puhfie 
buildings  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  and  pej  aD 
county  charges,  except  as  hereinafter  provided." 

Chapter  162,  §  51 :    ''County  commissioners  shall  prorida  and 
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If  this  man  becomes  a  county  commissioner,  member  of  a 
;.  city  government  or  board  of  selectmen  he  takes  even  less  care 
of  the  public  records  than  of  his  private  books  and  papers, 
partly  because  of  divided  responsibility,  and  partly  because 
he  undervalues  their  worth.  He  does  not  consider  that  the 
loss  of  records  cannot  be  made  good  by  money.  In  this  he 
does  not  accept  his  public  oflSce  as  a  public  trust. 

The  law  requires  that  he  and  his  colleagues  shall  "  provide 
fireproof  rooms,  safes,  or  vaults  "  for  the  preservation  of  the 
records,  but  it  stops  just  short  of  the  means  for  compelling 
them  to  do  so.  They  are  advised  of  their  duty  by  the  com- 
missioner, and  controversy  is  apt  to  arise,  the  claim  generally 
being  made  that  the  records  are  properly  protected.  If  con- 
vinced that  action  is  necessary,  considerable  time  elapses 
before  it  is  taken.  In  the  cities  it  is  often  buried  in  com- 
mittee, and  the  succeeding  government  has  to  be  notified  and 
the  subject  commenced  anew.  If  in  cases  of  apparent  inten- 
tional delay  the  commissioner  should  attempt  indictment  the 
delay  would  probably  be  greater.  The  only  action  of  this  kind 
of  which  I  can  find  a  record  is  in  Hampden  County,  where 
in  December,  1869,  the  grand  jury  indicted  the  county  com- 
missioners for  "  unlawfully  and  contemptuously,"  from  the 
first  day  of  the  July  previous,  neglecting  "  to  provide  and 
maintain  fireproof  rooms,  with  suitable  alcoves,  cases  and 
boxes,  for  the  safe  keeping  of  all  or  any  of  the  records,  files, 
papers,  and  documents  belonging  to  the  registry  of  deeds  for 
said  county,"  and  "  to  provide  and  maintain  a  suitable  place 
for  the  safe  keeping  and  preservation  of  the  other  public 
records  and  of  valuable  documents  belonging  to  the  said 
county,  and  for  their  particular  security  and  preservation." 
This  indictment  was  continued  from  term  to  term  for  two 
years,  until  December,  1871,  when  the  district  attorney  en- 
tered a  nolle  prosequi. 

As  a  consequence  of  the  above  state  of  affairs  I  have  been 
powerless  to  prevent  conditions  which  I  knew  to  be  dangerous, 
what  has  been  accomplished  having  been  done  by  constant 
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agitation  and  urging,  attention  being  directed  toward  the  \>py 
tc'ction  of  tlie  most  important  records.  In  the  numerous  fires 
occurring  since  I  commenced  this  urging  but  two  importan: 
record  books  have  been  lost,  though  some  unimportant  paprs 
have  been,  but  tliere  have  been  some  narrow  escapes. 

I  have  several  times  lU'ged  that  the  buildings  used  as  de- 
IMJsitaries  of  records  should  not  contain  assembly  halls  or 
rooms  to  1)0  used  for  purjxyses  which  add  a  fire  risk.  This  is 
again  euqihasized  and  brought  home  by  the  fire  in  the  H*J- 
voke  citv  hall. 

l\^nding  the  erection  of  a  new  city  hall  in  Springfield  the 
city  ofhces  are  in  a  schoolhouse  fitted  up  for  the  pur|)Ose. 
All  th(^  i]n]X)rtant  records  are  in  vaults.  Learning  that  it  was 
the  desire  of  part  of  the  citizens  to  repeat  the  folly  of  includ- 
ing an  assembly  hall  in  the  new  building,  I  addressed  a  letter 
to  his  honor  the  mayor  in  the  way  of  protest,  just  previous,  as 
it  hapjHMied,  to  the  fire  in  Holyoke.  While,  perhaps,  appear- 
ing to  be  an  interference  in  a  local  matter,  this  seems  to  be 
]>ro]>erly  ])art  of  the  duty  of  the  commissioner,  who  is  to  do 
what  he  can  in  the  line  of  the  protection  of  the  records  as 
intended  bv  the  statutes. 

If  the  State  docs  not  intend  that  the  coimties,  cities,  and 
towns  shall  ]>rot('ct  their  records  as  required  by  the  statutes  let 
them  b(^  r(^pealed.  If  it  does,  there  should  be  provision  for 
])roni])t  enniplianee  with  the  law  after  the  danger  to  the  rec- 
ords is  ascertained  and  pointed  out.  What  that  provision 
can  be  T  leavc^  to  tho-e  better  versed  in  the  law. 

Laws   im:rtai.\in(;  to   Pthlic  Records. 

Tlie  rec(U'(ling  officers  in  the  eonnty,  city,  and  town  offices 
number  40(1.  (This  does  not  include  the  persons  in  the  de- 
partments and  boards  in  the  citi(?s  and  towns  who  are  charged 
with  the  care  of  their  respective  records.)  The  changes  among 
them  result  in  there  always  being  some  unfamiliar  with  the 
laws,  decisions,  and  customs  ]x^rtaining  to  the  records.  The 
constant  changes  in   the  laws   also  make  it  difficult  if  not 
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almost  impossible  for  the  older  incumbents  to  keep  thoroughly 
informed.  Inquiries  are  constantly  made  of  the  commissioner 
concerning  the  laws,  many  of  which  could  be  answered  by 
reference  to  them,  or  by  having  at  hand  answers  already 
printed  and  distributed.  Therefore,  as  a  help  to  the  record- 
ing officers,  I  sent  to  each  of  them  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  The 
Laws,  and  the  Opinions  of  the  Attorneys-General  relating  to 
the  Public  Records,  with  Suggestions  of  the  Commissioner." 
A  copy  of  this  is  herewith  appended  as  Appendix  A.^ 

Powers  of  Building  Commissioners  or  Committees. 

From  time  to  time  the  question  of  the  building  of  a  city 
or  town  hall,  or  of  the  providing  a  safe  place  for  the  public 
records,  is,  by  a  vote  of  the  city  government  or  town,  placed 
in  the  hands  of  a  commission  or  committee.  An  impression 
then  prevails  that  they  supersede  the  officials.  Sometimes  the 
committee  in  a  town  will  include  the  selectmen,  or  individual 
members  of  the  board.  Notice  to  the  selectmen  that  action 
should  be  taken  has  in  some  cases  elicited  the  reply  that  a 
committee  has  the  matter  in  charge,  and  contemplates  action 
which  may  or  may  not  coincide  with  the  views  of  the  select- 
men or  a  majority  of  them,  but  that  the  committee  has  full 
powers. 

The  uncertainty  upon  this  question,  and  the  absence  from 
the  act  for  enlarging  the  Suffolk  county  courthouse  of  any 
provisions  for  the  fireproof  protection  required  for  the  rec- 
ords under  the  general  law,  seemed  to  warrant  an  opinion 
which  should  be  a  guide  for  the  future,  both  under  general 
and  special  laws.  The  opinion  of  the  Honorable  Attorney- 
General  is  given  in  the  following  correspondence :  — 

^  In  considering  the  advisability  of  issuing  the  above  pamphlet  I  was  led  to 
review  the  changes  among  the  recording  officers,  and  found  that  since  1889, 
when  I  assumed  the  duties  of  commissioner,  428  persons  not  now  in  office  have 
occupied  the  recording  offices. 
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maintain  suitable  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  probate  courts,  ample 
fireproof  rooms  and  suitable  alcoves,  cases  and  boxes  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  all  records,  files,  papers  and  documents  which  belong 
to  the  several  registries  of  probate,  and  shall  also  provide  all  books 
which  may  be  necessary  for  keeping  the  records,  and  all  printed 
blanks  and  stationery  which  are  used  in  probate  proceedings." 

1.  I  understand  that  the  act  of  the  Legislature  which  the  com- 
missioner has  especially  in  mind  is  St.  1906,  c.  534,  which  is  "An 
Act  to  provide  for  an  enlargement  of  or  an  addition  to  the  court- 
house in  the  county  of  Suffolk." 

This  act  provides  in  its  first  section  for  the  appointment  of  a 
commission.  Its  second  section  provides  that  "Said  commission, 
acting  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  shall  employ  an  architect 
or  architects  and  cause  to  be  prepared  plans  for  additional  court 
room  accommodations  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  by  adding  stories 
upon  the  present  building  and  providing  therein  court  rooms  and 
conveniences  appurtenant  thereto,  suflScient  for  the  needs  of  the 
courts  and  for  the  prompt  administration  of  justice  in  said  county;" 
and  that  the  commissioners  shall  "contract  for  the  constructing, 
completing  and  furnishing  such  addition  or  enlargement  of  said 
building." 

This  act  does  not  specifically  authorize  the  providing  of  places 
for  the  storing  of  public  records.  "Court  rooms  and  conveniences 
appurtenant  thereto"  may  well  be  interpreted  to  include  places  for 
the  storage  of  the  records  of  such  courts,  and  in  providing  for  such 
places  the  commission  may  provide  that  they  be  fireproof. 

The  commission  is  not,  however,  required  to  provide  fireproof 
rooms,  etc. 

From  the  application  of  Revised  Laws,  c.  20,  §  5,  supra,  the  county 
of  Suffolk  is  expressly  excepted. 

St.  1906,  c.  534,  is,  so  far  as  an  addition  to  the  courthouse  is  con- 
cerned, a  substitute  for  Revised  Laws,  c.  20,  §  7. 

Revised  Laws,  c.  162,  §  51,  quoted  supra,  is  limited  in  its  applica- 
tion to  county  commissioners.  The  terms  of  Revised  Laws,  c.  35, 
§  18,  quoted  supra,  do  not  include  the  commissioners  appointed 
under  the  act  of  1906. 

Statutes  dealing  with  the  same  subjects  are  to  be  read  together. 
The  statutes  above  quoted  clearly  indicate  an  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  Legislature  that  fireproof  rooms,  etc.,  be  provided  for  public 
records,  including  the  records  of  courts,  but  they  do  not,  in  my 
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opinion,  impose  upon  the  commission  in  question  an  absolute  dntf 
to  furnish  such  fireproof  rooms,  etc 

In  the  absence  of  any  indication  to  the  oontraiy,       ^  piin 
of  interpretation  here  applied  would  be  applicable  in 
acts  creating  commissions  to  erect  buildings  in  which  pubtic 
are  to  be  kept. 

2.  The  same  principle  is  applicable  in  the  case  of  votes  by  citj 
councils  and  by  towns.  By  Revised  Laws,  c.  35,  §  18,  the  dotf 
is  imposed  on  city  councils  to  furnish  fireproof  rooms,  cstc.  The 
natural  interpretation  of  a  vote  by  a  city  council  to  erect  a  building  ia 
which  public  records  should  be  kept  would  be  that  it  was  a  vote  in  the 
carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  this  section.  A  commisuon  MKiSa% 
under  such  a  vote  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  authority  to  erect  a 
building  containing  fireproof  rooms,  etc.,  so  far  as  such  fiitfiroof 
rooms,  etc.,  were  parts  of  the  building.  It  cannot,  however,  be  aud 
that  without  definite  instructions  to  that  effect  suUi  a  rommiMina 
would  be  required  to  provide  for  fireproof  rocmis,  etc  A  vote  by 
a  town  empowering  a  commission  or  committee  to  erect  a  buUdiif 
in  which  public  records  were  to  be  kept  would  be  inteipteted  in  die 
same  way. 

3  and  4.  Clearly,  no  vote  of  city  council  or  town  could  relieve  the 
city  council  or  the  selectmen  from  the  duties  imposed  upon  them 
by  Revised  Laws,  c.  35,  §  18. 

An  act  of  the  Legislature  could,  of  course,  relieve  officers  of  dutiei 
imposed  upon  them  by  this  section.  I  am,  however,  of  opintdn 
that  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  a  conmiission  to  erect  a  build- 
ing  in  which  public  records  should  be  kept  would  not  by  implication 
relieve  the  officers  upon  whom  the  duty  was  imposed  by  Revised 
Laws,  c.  35,  §  18,  of  their  obligation.  Repeab  by  implicatixm  aie 
not  favored,  and  a  clear  intention  to  repeal  this  section  must  be 
shown  in  order  to  relieve  the  officers  upon  whom  the  duty  of  pro- 
viding fireproof  rooms,  etc.,  is  imposed. 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  Dana  Malonb, 

Politics  in  the  Recording  Offices. 

The  tendency  toward  eliminating  politics  from  the  leooird* 
ing  offices  would  seem  to  have  been  checked  for  the  time  bein^ 
if  the  last  election  is  considered.     Two  years  ago  petitioiifl 
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for  a  change  in  the  Constitution,  which  would  require  that 
certain  of  the  county  oflScials  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  were  presented,  but  got  no  further  than  an  adverse 
report.  The  bar  associations  which  favored  them  have  made 
no  further  move  toward  legislation,  but  the  idea  has  been 
favored  by  the  press  from  time  to  time  as  individual  cases 
have  brought  the  subject  to  general  notice. 

That  there  is  a  strong  sentiment  in  the  community  in  its 
favor  is  undeniable,  and  the  last  election  shows  more  than 
ever  its  need.  There  were  more  contests  than  usual  for  the 
positions  of  recording  officers,  especially  for  the  offices  of 
registers  of  deeds,  possibly  because  the  terms  have  been  in- 
creased from  three  to  five  years.  Some  of  these  contests  were 
political,  others  personal,  and  some  were  characterized  by 
false  statements  and  acts  which  in  all  else  but  politics  would 
have  been  considered  contemptible. 

A  delegate  to  one  convention  is  reported  in  print  to  have 
said,  ^^  I  don't  deny  that  the  man  holding  the  office  is  thor- 
oughly competent,  but  he  has  held  it  for  twenty-five  years  and 
I  don't  believe  it  should  be  in  the  hands  of  one  man  for  life." 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  allow  the  Governor  to  continue  in 
office  a  thoroughly  competent  man,  whose  experience  and 
knowledge,  acquired  by  long  service,  make  him  an  encyclo- 
pedia of  his  office,  and  one  in  whom  every  man  and  woman 
owning  or  having  an  interest  in  real  estate,  or  property  to  be 
probated  upon,  has  confidence,  than  to  have  it  in  the  power 
of  a  few  individuals  or  party  workers  to  displace  him  and  put 
in  a  possibly  incompetent  or  dishonest  and  wholly  inexperi- 
enced one  ? 

The  returns  of  election  expenses  show  that  in  Suffolk 
County  the  clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  contributed 
toward  his  election  $1,G8G.75;  the  clerk  of  the  superior  civil, 
$2,035 ;  and  the  clerk  of  the  superior  criminal,  $2,176.75. 
(The  clerks  of  the  municipal  civil  and  criminal  courts  escape 
these  periodical  contributions  ( ?)  because  they  are  appointed 
by  the  Governor.)  The  register  of  deeds  elected  in  Suffolk 
County,  whose  salary  is  $5,000  a  year,  expended  for  his  elec- 
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tion  $5,084.33,  while  the  register  who  for  thirty-si: 
had  filled  the  office  to  the  greatest  satisfaction  of  tl 
mimity  and  honor  to  himself,  but  was  defeated  in  a  p 
contest,  expended  $1,616.75  as  a  contribution  for  his  t 
to  the  office  which  he  had  been  renominated  to  fill. 

The  people  of  ]!^Iassachusetts  can  congratulate  the: 
that  thus  far  these  conditions  have  not,  as  in  some 
reached  the  judiciary. 

Suffolk  County  Registries  and  Courthous 

In  my  last  report  I  advised  against  the  proposed 
putting  additional  stories  upon  the  present  courthou 
advocated  the  erection  of  a  new  building  for  the  probal 
and  registry,  and  the  registry  of  deeds.     This  was  in 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  commission  which 
the  subject  and  reported  to  the  legislature  of  1905. 
building  would  provide  an  absolutely  safe  place  for  1 
ords,  which  they  have  not  now,  and  leave  room  in  th 
house  for  the  accommodation  of  the  courts.     It  wou 
prevent  the  damage  and  danger  to  which  the  records 
registry  of  deeds  would  be  exposed  while  the  work  of  € 
nieiit  was  in  progress  directly  above  it 

An  act  was,  liowever,  passed  in  the  closing  hours 
session  of  lOOG  authorizing  the  expenditure  of  $700, 
put  additional  stories  on  the  present  courthouse,  for 
of  the  courts  only.  The  act  makes  no  provision  for  th 
bcr  of  stories  nor  for  accommodation  for  the  two  rej 
The  registry  of  deeds  has  already  outgrown  its  quarte 
the  registry  of  ]u*obate  can  be  accommodated  for  aboi 
more  years.  By  that  time  the  board  of  aldermen  of  ! 
in  tlieir  capacity  of  county  commissioners,  whose  dutv 
provide  for  the  registries,  will  probably  be  called  u 
perform  that  duty,  and  then  the  separate  building  i 
(M-(H*ted.  Fiirured  on  the  basis  of  $700,000  for  ad< 
stories  on  the  old  building  the  cost  of  both  schemes  i: 
to  be  a  considerable  sum. 
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State  Recoed  Ink  and  Typewriting. 

Following  a  custom,  in  April  I  asked  from  recording  offi- 
cers who  are  using  typewriting  upon  the  records  for  speci- 
mens of  the  writing,  that  I  might  test  them.  The  request  sent 
to  the  register  of  deeds  at  Fitchburg  came  to  the  attention  of 
a  reporter,  who,  in  a  notice  headed  ''  State  Ink  fades,"  stated 
that  a  test  of  typewriting  on  a  document  long  exposed  by  the 
register  showed  that  the  State  ink  on  the  same  document  had 
faded  out.  Feeling  sure  that  the  latter  statement  could  not 
be  true,  but  realizing  the  serious  importance  of  it  if  it  were, 
and  the  importance  of  contradicting  it  if  it  were  not,  I  in- 
vestigated the  matter,  and  submitted  the  document  to  Dr. 
Bennett  F.  Davenport,  the  well-known  medico-legal  expert, 
and  expert  examiner  of  questioned  writings.  His  report  and 
the  accompanying  photograph  of  the  document,  herewith  pre- 
sented, prove  that  the  State  standard  ink  did  not  fade,  but 
disappeared  as  the  paper  which  held  it  decayed,  and  that  the 
typewriting  done  with  a  carbon  ribbon  did  not  fade. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  carefully  examined  your  specimen  sheet  of 
a  form  of  warranty  deed,  signed  on  Jan.  23,  1901,  by  David  H. 
Merriam,  register  of  deeds  at  Fitchburg,  Mass.  This  in  a  frame, 
covered  by  glass,  he  then  exposed  continuously  to  the  weather 
upon  the  roof  of  the  front  porch  of  the  courthouse  until  Aug.  6, 
1903,  —  a  period  of  a  little  over  thirty  months.  During  this  time 
melting  snow  opened  the  frame  and  allowed  moisture  to  collect 
on  the  paper  that  was  exposed,  as  he  says. 

I  find  large  patches  of  the  surface  of  the  paper  of  a  light  to  a 
dark  brown  color.  The  fiber  of  the  paper  at  these  places  is  stiff, 
very  brittle,  and  evidently  far  gone  in  the  process  of  decay.  A  wide 
margin  along  the  left-hand  edge  of  the  sheet  is  covered  with  a  dark 
surface  fungous  growth  or  mold.  In  spots  the  growth  appears  to 
have  penetrated  down  into  the  fiber  of  the  paper,  raising  the  surface 
and  reducing  it  into  a  powdery  condition  when  dry,  which  is  then 
readily  removable  by  brushing  off.  In  the  accompanying  photo- 
graph such  spots  plainly  appear  between  the  words  "David  A. 
Partridge"   and  "Norfolk  S.S."     Of  the  original  signature  the 
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"David"  is  still  readily  legible,  although  lighter  than  originally 
Tho  greater  part  of  the  "H"  can  be  seen  upon  close  inspetiion. 
while  the  ''Merriara*'  appears  to  be  utterly  gone.  The  original 
sized  surface  of  the  paper  where  it  once  was  is  also  likewise  gone. 
The  remaining  present  surface  show^s  the  rough  texture  of  the 
interior  layer  of  the  paper  to  which  the  iron  containing  ink  fluid 
had  never  penetrated,  for  no  trace  of  iron  thereon  can  now  be  de- 
veloped by  the  most  delicate  chemical  reagents. 

Hie  fair  inference  from  the  conditions  as  I  find  them  is  that  the 
si^niature  portion  of  the  surface  of  the  sheet  had  been  the  location 
of  some  of  the  like,  deep-penetrating,  surface-raising  fungous  growth, 
wliich  wlien  dry  and  in  a  powdery  condition  had  been  brushed  off, 
thus  removing  bodily,  as  by  a  steel  knife  scraper,  the  surface  of  the 
])a|)er  down  to  below  the  layer  to  which  the  ink  had  penetrated. 

That  sucli  a  bodily  removal  of  the  surface  of  the  paper,  taking 
oil'  any  ink  lines  that  might  have  been  thereon,  is  a  probable  ex- 
planation is  sustained  by  the  marked  changes  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  dotted  base  lines  appearing  just  above  and  below  this 
siornatiue.  These  being  printed  in  printer's  carbon  ink,  which  is 
not  subjeet  to  any  fading  out  change,  can  have  become  thus  changed 
only  through  the  bodily  removal  of  the  carbon  ink  from  the  lighter 
lines. 

The  discoloration  which  appears  in  the  photograph  over  the 
''II.  Merriam"  portion  of  the  signature  is  due  to  the  chemical 
rca<j:ents  wliich  were  a])|)lied  to  develop  any  traces  of  iron  if  present. 
When  received  that  surface  was  roughened  but  not  dbcolored. 
The  oflicial  reconl  ink  which  was  used  for  the  signature  u[x>n  this 
Hyron  \V(\ston  Co.  Linen  Record  Paper,  bearing  their  watermark 
of  \S\)\),  appears  tlnis  to  have  withstood  the  decomposing  influ- 
ences to  which  it  was  exposed  fully  as  well  as  the  paper  itself,  and 
by  common  consent  there  is  no  paper  better  made. 

T\\v  typewrit intj  proved  more  permanent  because  it  was  a  carbon- 
hearing  ribbon  that  was  used.  The  carbon  of  such,  as  of  printer's 
ink,  is  the  only  coloring  absolutely  free  from  change.  But,  un- 
ion imately,  a  method  for  combining  free  carbon  into  a  writing  fluid 
yet  remains  to  be  discovered,  although  for  ages  sought  for.  Until 
that  discovery  is  nuide  a  properly  com|)ounded  nutgalls  iron  ink 
will  probably  remain,  as  now,  the  best  substitute  therefor  as  yet 
known. 

Yours  res j)ect fully, 
(Signed)  Bennett  F.  Davenport. 


>7.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  52.  17 

Stamping  Pads. 

[  am  constantly  reminded  that  my  attempts  to  have  the 

ords  made  with  ink  or  typewriting  which  shall  not  fade 

looked  upon  as  a  fad,  and  that  my  almost  annual  renewal 

the  subject  is  considered  useless.     I  have  condenmed  the 

of  stamping  pads,  stating  that  the  manufacturers  have 

been  willing  to  claim  permanency  for  them.     The  foUow- 

:  statement  confirms  my  position. 

i  town  clerk  sent  me  for  treatment  for  preservation  a  dilap- 
ted  deed  to  the  town  which  it  was  desired  to  use  in  court, 
e  deed  was  dated  1790,  but  was  not  recorded  until  1884, 
appears  by  the  registry  stamp.  Of  the  impression  of  the 
eiving  stamp  on  the  outside  of  the  deed,  which  probably 
^e  the  name  of  the  registry  and  the  date  of  receipt,  there 
Qains  the  figure  "  1  ",  the  word  "  at ",  and  the  letter  "  M." 
e  figures  "  4,"  "  10.30,"  and  the  letter  "  A,"  written  with 
:,  are  jet  black.  The  inference  can  now  be  drawn  that  this 
jd  was  received  on  the  14th  of  some  month,  in  some  year, 
10.30  A.M.,  but  in  two  or  three  years  there  will  be  nothing 
t  but  the  ink  inscription,  '^  4,  10.30,  and  A."  Of  the  reg- 
jr's  certificate  of  record  on  the  inside,  there  remains  an 
listinct  impression  of  the  name  of  the  city  and  county 
hich  shall  be  nameless  here),  part  of  the  word  "  Received," 
i  "  Book."  In  jet  black  ink  is  written  "  June  14,  1884," 
.30  A.,"  "167"  following  "Book,"  .and  the  figures 
:58,"  meaning,  of  course,  folio  258.  The  register's  signa- 
e  is  in  ink.  The  impression  of  the  stamp  is  in  purple, 
1  could  be  entirely  obliterated  by  a  few  days  of  direct  sun- 
ht,  and  will  fade  without  exposure  in  a  few  years. 
The  question  naturally  arises  as  to  how  valuable  the 
mped  entries  upon  record  books  will  be  in  years  to  come, 
)ecially  if  pads  are  used  containing  the  notoriously  fugitive 
lline  colors,  purple,  violet,  and  green. 
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PUBUC  RECORDS. 


Binding. 

In  my  rei)ort  for  ISUO  T  urged  the  substitu      ] 
for  leatlier  in  binding,  and  have  frequently  r 
gosrion,  citing  many  instances  of  the  destruction 
where  canvas^,  under  the  same  exposure  from 
but  little,  if  at  all,  injured.    I  have  claimed  tl 
(»anvas  covering  outside  the  leather  bindings 
offices,  might  as  well  be  the  binding  itself,  saving 
the  leather.     ^loreover,  the  melted  leather  and  g 
tutes  an  element  of  danger,  as  it  forms  a  combu 
in  apix'arance  to  coal  tar,  and  seals  the  leaves  t     itl 

I  have  had  no  actual  evidence  of  the  uselessn 
under  canvas,  nor  of  the  effect  of  heat  in  an  exact 
canvas  and  leather,  until  it  was  presented   by  C 
Hathaway,  Esq.,  Temjwrary  Examiner  of  Public  '. 
Connecticut,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  phot 
reproduced.       Mr.    Hathaway    says:    "The    i      i\ 
volume  represented  in  the  photographs  is  one  of  t 
of  probate  records  belonging  to  the  probate  distrii 
HaiKlam,  and  was  the  only  volume  which  had  a  < 
The  books  were  kept  in  an  old  iron  safe  on  the  sec 
a  small  w(x>den  building,  which  was  totally  destroy 
in  Januarv,  lOOO.     The  safe  fell  into  the  cellar,  a 
face  down  in  a  l>ed  of  ashes.    As  soon  as  the  ruins 
ciently  crM>led  the  safe  was  opened  and  all  the  bo 
OUT.     Xone  of  tlie  rec<>rds  were  destroyed  or  perma 
jured,  but  the  leather  covering  was  completely  con 
every  book,  the  condition  l)eing  the  same  as  the  co^ 
in  the  {)li(>tograpli  in  which  the  canvas  has  been 
The  canvas,  as  the  i)liotogra]>h  shows,  was  absolui 
jured.     The  di'^trict  was  compelled  to  rebind  everv 
books,  a  thing  whicli  T  am  satisfied  would  have  bee: 
unnecessary  liad  the  b(x>ks  been  originally  bound 
or  moleskin.'' 

In  the  light  of  this  evidence  I  would  again  urge  1 
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canvas  only.  The  atmosphere  of  steam-heated  gas-lighted 
rooms,  which  takes  the  life  from  leather,  leaving  it  like  blot- 
ting paper,  will  not  perceptibly  affect  canvas. 

During  the  year  binding  of  records  has  been  continued, 
and  some  very  dilapidated  ones,  which  have  been  located  and 
placed  in  proper  custody,  have  been  preserved.  Records  have 
been  bound  during  the  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving 
Company  for  the  following  places:  Alford,  Carver,  Dart- 
mouth, Haverhill,  Ipswich,  Lancaster,  Mount  Washington, 
Nantucket,  Norton,  Otis,  Rehoboth,  Rochester,  Scituate,  West 
Newbury,  and  Wilbraham;  for  the  registry  of  probate  and 
registry  of  deeds  at  East  Cambridge,  and  the  registries  of 
deeds  at  Plymouth  and  Worcester.  Work  on  plans  has  been 
continued  for  the  registries  of  deeds  at  Plymouth,  Taunton, 
and  Worcester,  and  for  the  town  of  Plymouth. 

Pbinting. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470 
of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Beverly  (births),  Dalton,  Douglas,  Ed- 
gartown,  Grafton,  Lynn,  Norton,  Phillipston,  Royalston, 
Sturbridge,  and  Wenham. 

The  following  have  been  published  by  the  city  of 
Boston :  — 

Boston.  A  Volume  of  Records  relating  to  the  Early  History  of 
Boston,  containing  Boston  Town  Records,  1796  to  1813.  (This  is 
the  Thirty-fifth  Report  in  the  series  of  Boston  Records,  formerly 
called  Record  Commissioners  Reports.)  Edward  W.  McGlenen, 
City  Registrar.     Boston,  1905. 

Boston.  Vital  Records  of  the  Town  of  Dorchester,  from  1826 
to  1849.  (This  is  the  Thirty-sixth  Report  of  the  series  of  Boston 
Records,  formerly  called  Record  Commissioners  Reports.)  Edward 
W.  McGlenen,  City  Registrar.     Boston,  1905. 
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Sbwxb  Banmnw, 

Section  24  of  chapter  49  of  tibe  Beviaed  Laws  is  as  fid- 
lows  :  '^  Plans  and  descriptiQiia  of  aU  main  draina  and  oaat 
mon  sewers  belonging  to  a  city  or  towiiy  ifith  a  true  reond  of 
the  charges  of  making  and  lepairing  said  draina  and  mmea, 
and  of  all  assessments  therefor,  ahall  be  leapt  in  the  office  of 
the  city  or  town  clerk."  This  is  a  dead  letter  and  ahonld  \e 
rci)ealed.  It  is  at  direct  varianoe  willi  aectioii  11  of  diapte 
35,  which  requires  that  every  board  in  diaij^e  of  a  departmoit 
or  an  office  of  a  city  or  town,  and  eveiy  sole  offi^per  in  ehaige 
of  a  department,  shall  have  the  oontiol  of  its  or  his  leeords^ 
and  the  word  records  includes  plans.  The  aeotian  also  eoib 
ilicts  with  some  of  the  city  charters.  In  some  of  the  eitieB  the 
city  engineer  has  the  custody  of  all  pleni^  Ae  aewm  depute 
nient  having  no  surveying  or  engineering  branoliy  and  in  the 
towns  the  town  clerk  is  not  expected,  as  a  matter  of  pcaetiee 
und  custom,  to  have  anything  to  do  with  saflh  plane^  nnlen  as 
ho  may  have  the  care  of  a  vault  where  thej  are  depoeitedL 

Dautmouth  Pbopbistobs  Rboqbds. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  60  of  the 
KeHolvos  of  1906  five  volumes  of  the  records  of  tbe  paroprietors 
of  Dartmouth,  which  were  in  the  New  Bedford  Free  Poblie 
J.ihrary,  have  been  placed  in  the  registry  of  deeda  for  the 
Hou thorn  district  of  the  coimty  of  Bristol.  These  were  in  the 
library  by  no  authority  of  law,  unprotected  from  flre^  in  di- 
lapidated condition,  and  inaccessible.  They  have  now  been 
bound  bv  the  Emory  process,  are  safe,  contain  1,880  oloeely 
writton  pages,  chiefly  of  layouts  of  lands,  and  are  readily 
atM'ossible. 

As  will  appear  by  the  following  extract  from  the  reoorda, 
and  bv  notes  made  by  J.  B.  Congdon  and  Daniel  Bicketaony 
both  acknowledged  authority  on  records  of  the  locality,  tiie 
original  records  were  burned  in  1725,  and  these  were  made 
from  various  data.    The  Crane  referred  to  in  the  notes 
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Ebenezer  Crane,  a  noted  surveyor,  a  large  number  of  whose 
field  books  are  in  the  New  Bedford  Library.  The  printing 
of  these,  under  the  circumstances,  would  be  a  public  benefit. 

On  page  470  of  Book  No.  1  is  the  following :  "  Whereas 
in  December  1725  the  proprietors  records  of  Dartmouth  being 
burnt  &  many  not  having  any  returns  therefrom  or  from 
surveyors  before  the  sd  Disaster  of  their  Just  Claims  and 
Rites  in  sd  Town  the  proprietors  of  sd  Town  to  Redress  such 
misfortiens  and  the  better  to  Enable  Just  Clames  to  maintain 
their  Rites  have  chosen  a  new  Committee,"  etc.  On  the  fiy 
leaf  of  Book  No.  2  is  this  memorandum,  made  by  Mr.  Cong- 
don  :  ^'  Book  No.  I.  was  all  written  after  the  fire.  The  earliest 
record  is  1728.  J.  B.  C."  "  Crane  made  no  records  except- 
ing in  his  field  book.  J.  B.  C."  On  the  same  page  Mr.  Rick- 
etson  wrote :  "  The  Records  of  the  Proprietors  prior  to  1725 
were  burnt  that  year,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of 
those  in  Book  I.  which  appear  to  have  been  recorded  by  Crane, 
the  surveys  were  copied  from  said  Crane's  Pocket  Memoran- 
dums —  of  which  there  are  a  number.    D.  R.  Jan.  11,  1857." 

The  titles  and  contents  of  the  volumes  are  as  follows :  — 

"  The  Proprietors  Book  of  Records,  No.  L"  Records  of  lay  outs 
from  Nov.  13,  1710  (recorded  in  1728)  to  1758. 

"  The  Proprietors  Book  of  Records,  No.  2."  Records  of  lay  outs 
from  Dec.  4,  1711  (recorded  in  1728)  to  1795. 

"Dartmouth  Proprietors  Book  of  Records.  Book  No.  3." 
Records  of  lay  outs  from  "4th  month  1735"  (recorded  in  1795) 
to  1846. 

"Proprietors  Journal."  Copy  of  a  copy  of  a  deed  dated  Nov.  29, 
1652  from  Wasomequin  and  Wamsutta  his  son,  followed  by  mis- 
cellaneous matter  to  1719. 

"Dartmouth  Proprietors  Book  of  Meetings,  Sept.  19,  1794." 
Records  of  meetings  from  March  1,  1726  to  Nov.  19,  1821. 

At  the  end  ot  book  No.  3  appears  this  pencil  memorandum : 
"  I  have  this  Tenth  day  of  November  A.D.  1869,  at  5  o'clock 
30  min.  finished  making  a  Copy  of  the  Proprietors  Records 
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house  in  their  town  or  parish  and  desired  to  be  set  off  with 
their  estates  to  another  parish.  Whether  action  was  taken, 
or  if  taken  what  territory  was  involved,  has  often  been  a  ques- 
tion as  far  as  the  records  showed,  but  the  investigations  have 
settled  the  questions,  and  have  shown  transfer  of  territory,  in 
some  eases  very  large  tracts  as  land  is  now  valued,  from  one 
town  to  another.  A  notable  instance,  recognized  in  the  Man- 
ual for  1907,  is  the  granting  to  Shirley  of  a  tract  of  land 
called  ^^  Stow  Leg,"  entirely  remote  from  Stow. 

Plantation  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 

The  second  volume  of  the  records  in  the  Suffolk  County 
registry  of  probate  (contemporaneous  with  the  first  volume) 
contains  a  record  which  I  do  not  find  has  been  printed  in  any 
of  the  volumes  of  the  records  of  the  colony.  It  is  entitled 
^'  A  Journall  or  Daye  Booke  Concerning  the  pticuler  imploy- 
ment  of  the  genall  stock  belongeinge  to  the  Compaine  of 
Adventurers  ffor  a  plantacon  at  Mattachussette  Baye  in  Newe 
England  in  America." 

The  volimie  is  one  of  the  regular  series,  and  this  record, 
together  with  the  above  and  the  regular  title,  is  entered  on 
three  unnumbered,  or  fly,  leaves.  'It  is  not  included  in  the 
copy,  which  is  also  in  the  registry,  and  probably  for  these  rea- 
sons has  escaped  attention.  As  an  interesting  addition  to  the 
history  of  the  Commonwealth  it  is  herewith  appended,  as 
Appendix  B. 
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SUGGESTIONS  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER. 


Laws,  and  Opinions  of  the  Attorneys- 
General. 


LAWS. 

Revised  Laws,  Chapter  35. 

OF    THE    PUBLIC    RECORDS. 

Sections     1-4.  —  Conunissioner  of  Public  Records. 
Sections  5-23.  —  Public  Records. 

COMMISSIONER  OF   PUBUC   RECORDS. 

Section  1.    There  shall  be  a  commissioner  of  public  records,  Commismoner 
bo  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  with  the  advice  and  records. 
>nsent  of  the  council,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  1892, 333*  §  i.* 
{moved  by  the  governor. 

Section  2.     He  shall  receive  from  the  commonwealth  an  Salary  and 
mual  salary  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  and  he  may  expend  1892, 333,  §  2. 
3t  more  than  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  annually  for  such 
avelling,  clerical  and  other  necessary  expenses  as  the  governor 
id  council  may  approve. 

Section  3.    He  shall  take  the  necessary  measures  to  put  the  Duties, 
jcords  of  the  counties,  cities,  towns,  churches,  parishes  or  re-  1898!  67.* 
^ous  societies  in  the  custody  and  condition  required  by  law  207.f* 
id  to  secure  their  preservation,  and  for  that  purpose  he  may 
cpend  from  the  amount  appropriated  for  expenses  such  amount 
5  he  considers  necessary. 

Section  4.    He  shall  annuallv,  in  January,  make  a  report  to  Report. 

*  1892  333  ft  4 

le  general  court,  with  any  recommendations  and  suggestions 
5  to  such  records. 

PUBLIC   RECORDS. 

Section  5.     In  construing  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  and  Definition  of 

,  *■  public  records. 

ther  statutes,  the  words  "public  records"  shall,  unless  a  con-  1897, 439,  §i. 
ary  intention  clearly  appears,  mean  any  written  or  printed  amendment 
ook  or  paper,  any  map  or  plan  of  the  commonwealth  or  of  any  23.) 
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.r  ^k;  u"         \f  "^  ^^'^  '"ade  or  is  required  to  bemadet 

or  which  anv  officer  or  f^mnlr.^-.^    r  .1 

^„„r,.     ••   "  ,    employee  of  the  commonwealihord 

county,  citv  or  town  has  iv^r^.\-^^ 

♦;r  J '       L     /  recened  or  is  required  to  recehel 

hhng,  and  an,  book,  paper.  ,««rd  or  eopTLemionedr 

foUowrng  sections.    The  word  "record"  shall,  in  thisc 

mean  any  wntien  or  printed  hnolr    »^«w^  , 

iicrecori*.        plans  shall  be  entered  or  recordt-H  r^r.  ^^^         j     i^r 
R^i'iiii..        J  1.     .        ^^^^^^  on  paper  made  of  hnen 

R.|.  u.  1 116.  and  new  cotton  chppmi?s,  well  sized  wifk  «   •      ,    .  . 
P<??/,^-     ii  '  u   I         1        /^    ^  '  ;'"*  sizea  with  animal  sizim?  inc  n 
yi.lrsi*  '•     ^^^^^  ^"J  preference  shaU   be  given  to  paper  of 
:s«7.  ^.  i  :.    manufacture  marked  in  water  line  with  the  name  of  the  i 
tacturer. 

SSSS'^l.  .  ^^^^^^^^'  -  Th^  c.>mmissioner  shall  from  time  to  time  ad.. 
1^;  37S-  t^^  for  proposals  to  furnish  the  several  departments  and  ofct 
^,  m  15 ..  of  the  commonwealth,  and  of  the  counties,  cities  or  towns  i 
wbch  piibhc  records  are  kept,  with  ink  of  a  standard  and 
wnditions,  established  by  him,  at  such  periods  and  in 
quantities  as  may  be  required,  and  he  may  make  contnfl 
therefor.  ITie  inks  so  furnished,  before  being' accepted  by  hin 
shall  be  examined  by  a  chemist  designated  bv  him  and,  if  i 
any  time  any  of  said  inks  shall  be  found  inferior  to  the  'estti 
liihed  stantlard,  the  commissioner  may  cancel  the  contract  fc 
tiinusliing  such  ink. 

rStp':''  Seitiox  S.     Persons  haWng  the  care  or  custody  of  publi 

!^:  iii  J  :.   ^^""'^^^^  "^  '^"''  J^Pa""^^'^^  <>r  office  of  the  commonwealth,  or  0 

any  a>iiniy.  city  or  town,  shall  not,  except  as  pronded  in  thi 

following  section,  use  or  permit  to  be  used  upon  any  puWii 

rev.vn.1  written  by  them  or  under  their  direction  any  ink  excep 

ink  furnisheii  by  the  commissioner. 

Cwta:u  Appii-       SeiTION  9.    Such  pcrsous  shall  not  use  or  permit  to  be  use< 

•>u.    '      "      uixMi  such  records  any  ribbon,  pad  or  other  device  used  for  orint 

injT  by  typcwnnng  machines,  or  any  ink  contained  m  such  ribbon 

pad  or  device,  except  such  as  has  been  approved  by  the  com 

mi<>ionor.    If  the  commissioner  finds  that  an  anicle  so  approvec 

is  inferior  to  the  standard  established  by  him  he  shall  cancel  hi; 

appRuul. 
ivnaitv.  Skotion  10.    WluH?vcr  viohitcs  the  provisions  of  the  two  pre 

i;SJJ:  iVi;  i  o.   ,^.diiig  stvtions  shall  l>e  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  thar 

tiftv  dollars. 
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noN  11.    Every  board  or  commission  in  charge  of  a  de-  SccwSsT  clerk, 
lent  or  ofiBce  of  the  commonwealth  or  of  a  county,  city  or  Jf®^*  ^^'  ^^^' 
,  for  which  no  clerk  is  otherwise  provided  by  law,  shall 
late  some  person  as  clerk,  w^ho  shall  enter  all  its  votes, 
s  and  proceedings  in  books  and  shall  have  the  custody  of 
books,  and  the  board  or  commission  shall  designate  an 
3     fee  or  employees  who  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  other 
c  records  of  such  board  or  commission.    Every  sole  officer 
ge  of  a  department  or  office  of  the  commonwealth  or  of  a 
nty,  city  or  town  who  has  any  public  records  in  such  depart- 
it  or  office  shall  have  the  custody  thereof. 
scnoN  12.    Every  city  or  town  clerk  shall  have  the  custody  ^l^^  °' 
I  records  of  proprietors  of  towns,  townships,  plantations  or  J^^^g  <  9 
imon  lands,  if  the  towns,  townships,  plantations  or  common  J^^-  ^J}7'^ 
ds  to  which  such  records  relate,  or  the  larger  part  thereof,  q  g  29  «« 11 
within  his  city  or  town  and  the  proprietors  have  ceased  to  J»^g  g^  ..  j^ 
a  body  politic.    The  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  clerk  of  }|^  227 
county  commissioners  and  city  or  town  clerks  shall  respec-  JH^.  3i4.  |  3. 
f  have  the  custody  of  all  other  public  records  of  the  com- 
nwealth  or  of  the  county,  city  or  town  of  which  he  is  clerk,  if 
other  disposition  of  such  records  is  made  by  law  or  ordinance, 

I  shall  certify  copies  thereof. 

)EcnoN  13.     If  a  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly  ^^ 
sting  of  the  people  called  Friends  or  Quakers,  or  any  similar  J|||»  ^'  1 1* 
ly  of  persons  who  have  associated  themselves  together  for  the  ^^^®'  *^^- 
pose  of  holding  religious  meetings,  shall  cease  for  the  term  of 
•  years  to  hold  such  meetings,  the  persons  having  the  care  of 
'  records  or  registries  of  such  body,  or  of  any  officers  thereof, 

II  deliver  all  such  records,  except  records  essential  to  the  con- 
of  any  property  or  trust  funds  belonging  to  such  body,  to  the 

•k  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  body  is  situated  and 
h  clerk  may  certify  copies  thereof.  If  any  such  body,  the 
jrds  or  registries  of  which,  or  of  any  officers  of  which,  have 

.  so  delivered,  shall  resume  meetings  under  its  former  name 
shall  be  legally  incorporated,  either  alone  or  with  a  similar 
ly,  the  clerk  of  such  city  or  town  shall,  u{)on  demand  in 
ting  by  a  person  duly  authorized,  deliver  such  records  or 
istries  to  him  if  he  shall  in  writing  certify  that  to  the  best  of 

knowledge  and  belief  said  meetings  are  to  be  continued  or 
h  incorporation  has  been  legally  completed.     The  superior 
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court  ahAll  have  jmisdictkm  in  equily  to 
of  this  section. 
2«MratBia        SxcnoM  14.    Evefj  original  paper 
mS^  ii  1,  commonwealth,  ot  cl  any  county,  city        u      , 
18S7, 439,  i  4.  earlier  than  the  year  righteen  hundred,  e^     ^  be 
or  record,  every  deed  to  the  OMnmonvreal      <Hr  to 
city  or  town,  every  report  of  an  agent,       k      or  * 
relative  to  bridges,  hif^ways,  streets,  town  v 
state,  county  or  municipal  interests  or  i  si 

required  to  be  recorded  in  a  book,  and  are  not  ao 
shall  be  preserved  and  safely  kqpt,  and  ev^y  ol 
longing  to  such  files  shaQ  be  kept  for  aevi 
original  entry  therein  or  thereon,  ui         (         vise 
law;  and  no  such  paper  shall  be  oyed  vn 

approval  of  the  commissioner  of  public  rec 
copiM  of  Section  15.    County  commisrionets,  dty  co 

i$A7.  ^  ii  1.   men  may  cause  copies  of  reocnrds  of  coun      ,  < 
O.S.39,  i|9.    town  proprietaries,  of  jHroprietors  of  jdanta  1 

i^MMK  »«^        common  lands,  relative  to  land  situated  in        r  co 
y-  s.  37,  it  9.    town  or  of  easements  rdating  thereto,  to  be 
i$87.  ^(M.  1 1.  city  or  town,  whether  such  reoovds  are      t  n 

commonwealth.     City  councils  and  select  i 

i*i>pies  to  be  made  of  the  records  of  births,        »         , 
and  deaths  which  are  kept  by  a  church  or  v 

their  city  or  town. 
i>«tMrv«iiv>a         SiccrriON  16.    Every  person  who  has  the  custody  of 

vol   www  •     *  * 

iiHHuxia.  rei*i>nl  UH>ks  of  a  county,  city  or  town  shaO,  at  its  expi 

iC  /  '  them  to  be  properly  and  substantially  bound.    He  shal 

3$.    '    '      '   sHueh  UH>ks,  which  may  have  been  left  incomplete,  nu 
7.'h.  '    auupleteil  from  the  files  and  usual  memoranda,  so  fi 

Y>.  *    tieuble.    He  shall  cause  fair  and  l^Ue  copies  to  be 

i    '      '      '  uuiile  of  anv  lxx>ks  which  are  worn,  mutilated  or  are 
jtA T  illegible*  and  eause  them  to  be  repaired,  rebound  or 

1  le  nmv  eaiise  any  such  books  to  be  placed  in  the  c 
ixunnikHioner  of  public  records,  who  may  have  then 
reuovattnl  or  n^lx^und  at  the  expense  of  the  county,  d 
t\>  which  they  belong.    \Yhoever  causes  such  books  to 
plettnl  or  iH^pitnl  shall  attest  them,  and  shall  certify,  u 
that  thev  ha\*e  been  made  from  s|ich  files  and  memon 
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I  the  original  books.    Such  books  shall  then  have  the 

the  original  records. 

>N  17.    Every  person  who  has  the  custody  of  any  public  Records  oi)en 

hall,  at  reasonable  times,  permit  them  to  be  inspected  }|?T*f5r^.^i 

Dined  by  any  person,  under  his  supervision,  and  shall  Q-  s.*29,  i  lo. 

opies  thereof  on  the  payment  of  a  reasonable  fee.    In  i897. 439,  §  7. 

I  towns  such  inspection  and  furnishing  of  copies  may  be 

1  by  ordinance  or  by-law. 

»N  18.    Officers  or  boards  in  charge  of  a  state  depart-  y^]^^ 

unty  commissioners,  city  councils  and  selectmen  shall,  J^ii,  166. 

pense  of  the  commonwealth,  county,  city  or  town,  ^^^'  i^i*  JJ  i» 
3ly,   provide  and  maintain  fireproof  rooms,  safes  or  ^^'^^'«|3'4 
r  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  records  of  their  depart-  fggj^iiJYlo 
inty,  city  or  town,  other  than  the  records  in  the  custody 
rs  of  the  public  schools,  and  shall  furnish  such  rooms 
I  fittings  of  non-combustible  materials. 

N  19.    All  such  records  shall  be  kept  in  the  rooms  in  Arrangement 
;y  are  ordinarily  used,  and  so  arranged  that  they  can  be  reference. 

.  .  1897, 439,  i  9. 

itly  examined  and  referred  to.    When  not  in  use,  they 
tept  in  the  fireproof  rooms,  vaults  or  safes  provided  for 

N  20.     Whoever  is  entitled  by  law  to  the  custody  of  ^^SSttd*^  ^ 
cords  shall  demand  the  same  from  any  person  in  whose  ^^^^g  *  9 
a  they  may  be,  and  he  shall  forthwith  deliver  the  same 

N  21.    Whoever  has  the  custody  of  any  public  records  Surrender  of 

1  .       .  »  1  •     .  f      fY*  1  .  records  by  pe- 

)n  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  otnce,  employment  or  tiring  officer. 

,  deliver  over  to  his  successor  all  such  records  which  he  i897,'  439,*  s  11. 

thorized  by  law  to  retain,  and  shall  make  oath  that  he 

jlivered  them,  according  as  they  are  the  records  of  the 

srealth  or  of  a  county,  city  or  town,  before  the  secretary 

)mmonwealth,  the  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners 

y  or  town  clerk,  who  shall,  respectively,  make  a  record  of 

1. 

N  22.    Whoever  unlawfully  keeps  in  his  possession  any  f^f* j^gj* ..  4 

lord  or  removes  the  same  from  the  room  in  which  it  is  ftJi^k-  .  „ 

lo07,  W7,  %  Z, 

ept,  or  alters,  defaces,  mutilates  or  destroys  any  public  pggy'f  }§• 
violates  any  provision  of  this  chapter  shall,  for  each  }^«  ^|- .  ^^ 
ye  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  ten  nor  more 
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J 


than  five  hundred  dolkn.  A  pafaBe  oflksanvhoicfiiHiari 
lects  to  peifoim  any  duly  nquiied  off  him  bj  this  dufkri 
for  each  month  of  audi  n^g^st  or  riiihiwl^  be  [wmiilMdhjii 
of  not  more  than  twenty  doDan. 
ugi^dfapiui.  SEcnoN23.  The  immnoiit  of  Uiis  chapter  iUlMtil 
1^.%.  §  13.  ^  ^^  records  of  the  genenJ  ooutL  {The  pninBOHof  ad! 
five  and  seventeen  of  this  chi^tar  duJl  not  mpfij  to  dsdHii 
affidavits  and  other  papers  filed  by  dbhnonta  hi  the  dkitd 
commissioner  of  state  aid  and  pfnahmo;  nor  to  any  neoriil 
by  said  commissioner  for  use  far  vefcranoe  bj  the  oAcUid 
department.] ' 

Revised  Laws,  Obmv^mr  tea. 

Court  rooms.        SECTION  51.    Comity  commisakuieiB  ahajl  pnmda  and  ■ 

tobe^ro^Mi  ^^^  suitable  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  probate  oomti^  anpk 

R^' U\^64   P^^^  rooms  and  suitaUe  akove8»  caaea  and  boum  far  Aa 

18^  is^  ^  ^^'  ^^P^^  o^  ^  records,  files,  papen  and  dooomaiite  wlndibd 

pfs;  i^(^  /  42,  ^^  ^^^  several  registries  of  probate^  and  ahall  also  pnmdi 

books  which  may  be  necessary  far  hnqihy  the  raoonhb  ^h 

printed  blanks  and  stationery  whidi  are  oaed  hi  prDfante 

ceedings. 

18%^  234^^  2       Section  52.    If  in  the  oinnion  of  a  jintioe  of  the  aiqpi 

p.  s.'i56/§  43.  judicial  court  the  fireproof  rooms  provided  onder  the  preee 

section  are  insufficient,  he  shall,  upon  ajj^plicatkm  of  the  jii4| 

register  of  probate  of  the  county,  certify  the  need  of  additi 

accommodations  to  the  county  commiarionen  of  audi  eon 

and  they  shall  forthwith  provide  sudi  additional  firepioof  n 

and  other  accommodations  as  may  be 


Acts  of  lOOa,  Oliaiiter  811. 
CuBtody  of  Section  1.    All  public  records  of  the  county  of  Norfelk  i 

oertain  public  ,  .  ,111.1.  ,  .  •     •    ■•  ■      - 

records  of        to  the  Year  sixteen  hundred  and  eurhty-one  wmch  ahali  be  fa 

Norfolk  .,.1^  1,  1  •■  • 

county.  Within  the  Commonwealth,  except  those  now  in  the  v^gbtr 

deeds  for  the  southern  district  of  Essex  county,  shall  be  depot 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  courts  in  Essex  cowity. 

Custody  of  SECTION  2.    Any  public  records,  except  those  mentionec 

oertain  publio  "    *  '  »  ^ 

records.  the  foregoing  section,  deposited  elsewhere  than  m  the  oflla 

*  Amendment,  chapter  177  of  the  Aoti  of  190a» 
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►unty,  city  or  town  to  which  they  respectively  originally 

,  shall  be  kept  in  the  custody  of  the  person  having  the 

iy  of  similar  records  in  such  original  county,  city  or  town. 

«his  section  shall  not  apply  to  the  records  of  the  town  of 

deposited  in   North  Adams,   under  the  provisions  of 

•  one  hundred  and  forty-three  of  the  acts  of  the  year 

jn  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 

noN  3.    Whoever  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  is  to  be-  Certain  pei^ 
the  custodian  of  any  of  the  records  mentioned  in  this  act  records  upon 

11. 1  •  'I  •        demand. 

I  demand  the  same  from  any  person  m  whose  possession 
may  be,  and  such  person  shall  forthwith  deliver  the  same 
lim. 
SECTION  4.    Whoever  refuses  or  neglects  to  perform  any  duty  Penalty. 

ired  of  him  by  this  act  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not 

e  than  twenty  dollars. 


S4  PUBLIC 
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OPINIONS 


To  His  Excellency  John  Q.  A.  Brackxtt,  Ounfemmr. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  the  honor  to  refdy  to  youn  of  t  i 

my  opinion  on  the  question,  ''Can  dty  govemments  i        s 
brick  vaults  in  the  place  of  fireproof  safes,  under  the  ol 

37,  section  4,  of  the  Public  Statutes?" 

The  language  of  the  section  is:  ''City  goi  a 

provide,  at  the  expense  of  their  respective  d        a       tc        ,  firqN 
of  ample  size  for  the  preservation  of  books  erf  rec      [  or  i  y, 

important  documents  or  papers  belonging  d 

the  clerk  of  each  dty  and  town  shall  keqp  m  t  e     • 

books,  papers,  and  documents  at  all  times  exoe     w        if 


use." 


A  brick  vault,  properly  constructed,  in  my  <  be 

safe.    It  is  not  necessary  that  the  safe  should  be )         o  1 

of  the  law  would  be  answered  if  a  properly  co        i     A 
or  fireproof  iron  safe,  should  be  provided. 

The  law  is  that  the  "dty  governments  and  the  selectni^i  shall  piv 
the  expense  of  their  respective  cities  and  towns/* 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  city  governments  and  the  sdectmen  of  towns 
the  fireproof  safes,  as  the  law  provides,  regardless  of  the  qu 
a  city  or  town  has  or  will  refuse  to  appropriate  money  to     y  1 

expense  of  the  safes  would  be  a  valid  daim  against  the  d  ti 

the  collection  thereof  from  the  dties  and  towns  could  be  bj 

It  would  be  their  duty  to  raise  and  appropriate  money  to       ' 
and  it  may  be,  though  of  this  I  am  not  certain,  that,  after  t 
been  incurred,  an  indictment  under  section  16  of  said  c    »pter      h 
against  a  city  or  town  for  a  refusal  or  neglect  to  perform        i  duty.    1 
city  government  and  selectmen  of  towns,  I  think,  might  be  subject 
dictment  for  a  non-performance  of  their  duties,  and  could  also  be  by 
damns,  or  some  other  suitable  process,  compelled  specifically  to 
their  duties  and  provide  the  safes. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

A.  J.  Watesman, 
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Public  Records.  —  Church  Records. 

[Opinions  Attorney-General,  Vol.  1,  p.  207.] 

Commissioner  of  Public  Records  has  no  authority  to  require  the  records  of  existing 
churches,  parishes,  or  religious  societies  to  be  kept  with  the  same  safety  required  in 
the  case  of  city,  county,  or  town  records. 

take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  your  letter  of  February  6,  asking  my 

3n  as  to  whether,  under  St.  1892,  c.  333,  §  3,  you  have  any  authority  to 

ire  that  the  records  of  existing  churches,  parishes,  or  religious  societies 

be  kept  with  the  same  safety  required  for  county,  city,  or  town  records. 

your  duty  under  the  said  act  of  1892  "  to  take  such  action  as  may  be 

I  y  to  put  the  public  records  of  the  counties,  cities,  towns,  churches, 

es,  or  religious  societies  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  custody  and 

Ition  contemplated  by  the  various  laws  relating  to  said  records,  and  to 

ure  their  preservation." 

*The  laws  relating  to  the  preservation,  condition,  and  custody  of  the  public 

yords  of  the  Commonwealth  are  embraced  in  Pub.  Sts.,  c.  37,  and  the 

ious  amendments  thereto.    These  acts,  with  the  exception  of  Pub.  Sts., 

37,  §  15,  are  all  limited,  as  regards  this  question,  to  the  custody  and  pres- 

irvation  of  the  records  of  counties,  towns,   and  cities.     The  only  instance 

rhere  legal  provision  is  made  for  the  preservation  of  the  records  of  a  church 

r  religious  society  occurs  in  said  section  15,  which  provides,  in  the  case  of  a 

hurch  or  religious  society  ceasing  to  have  a  legal  existence,  and  when  the 

are  of  its  records  and  registries  is  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  that 

he  person  having  possession  of  such  records  or  registries  shall  deliver  them 

J  the  clerk  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  said  church  or  society  was  situated. 

In  the  case,  therefore,  of  an  existing  church,  parish,  or  religious  society, 

here  is  no  legal  provision  regulating  the  preservation  of  its  records.    And, 

lough  it  may  be  true  that  in  many  cases  the  earliest  records  concerning 

:  town  in  question  are  embraced  within  the  records  of  some  church, 

,rish,  or  religious  society,  it  cannot  be  said  that  this  would  make  a  record 

belonging  to  such  a  body  the  record  of  a  town  or  city  within  the  meaning  of 

he  words  of  the  statutes.    The  words  "records  of  the  counties,  cities,  or 

owns,"  as  used  in  the  statutes,  mean  the  records  owned  by  such  bodies, 

.nd  cannot  include  the  records  concerning  the  towns  in  question,  however 

aluable  they  may  be  from  some  historical  point  of  view,  which  belong  to 

,nother  corporate  body  not  included  in  the  words    "counties,  cities,  or 


owns." 


It  is  your  duty,  therefore,  in  the  case  of  the  records  of  churches,  parishes, 
►r  religious  societies  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  see  that  such  records  shall 


.  * ' 
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iv  keiv  ::'.  the  ousiody  and  condition  contemplated  by  the  various  ia^ 
ri''.r''-j:  : '  ch-irvhe^i.  parishes,  or  religious  societies;  and  you  cannot  reqis 
:  '..'  -\\'.  -.:<  •  :he>o  Ix^ilios  to  be  kept  in  the  manner  prescribed  forcounne, 
. '.  .;  <.  V  7    -  'A  r  >.    It  >uoh  a  t*ourse  be  desirable,  your  only  remedy  is  to  setnK 

I  :_3  '  V  v.;,.itr.t'vl.  under  the  authority  of  the  words  "and  to  secure thfli 
I  -.<:r. ....  ■  ,"  i".  <tv;ion  3  quoted  above,  that  you  were  given  the  poverh 
.;     <     '        /  v:  /.;•  :>e  i>  ambitious,  and  it  is  a  question  whether  it  j 

v  -v..  •  .-.>  .'.eat.itii:  thai  you  were  to  secure  their  presen-ation  in  the 
..........   . . . . ,  ^. . . . , ,' , ,  ^^1  ^^^.  J 1^^^  various  laws  relating  to  records.    But,  however 

•.    .<  .  ..  <  ;  '.  v...i\  Iv  an.^weivd,  1  do  not  think  that  this  clause  is  suflBc 

J.-...-.,  rity  to  require  that  the  records  of  churches,  parishes,  or 
v.;  :c>  >':uv.ilvi  Ix^  kept  with  the  same  safety  required  bv  the 
.V-  .     ...so  .  :*  vV'.::\tv.  oiiv,  or  town  records. 


Tv  :•'. '.v^    U:\\  ::i^s.    -  Town    Documents.  —  Warrants     for    holding 

Town  Meetings. 


«  ■  «        «         «         «  »  ' 


.V     J.  ^..<     ^ 


V.":o:'.s  .V::orney-Ger\eral,  Vol.  1,  p.  325.] 


•  N 


•  .:  ■.■'.;^  p-x^s<^rvji:uni  of  certain  town  documents  for  several  j^etrs 
\  :.^  \\.-^rni:\:s  lor  ihe  holding  of  town  meetings.     Such  warranti 


.Vi^ril  o  rt\]uests  uiy  opinion  upon  the  question  whether, 
v.  .:.v  S  '.^M.  V-  rH\  :vn\n  olerks  are  required  to  preserve  warrants  for 
iv^N*.  •'. \\  . ■.••:;s  ^^".j:vt  :h;i'.i  seven  vears. 

S.  ■...'.  '.  '.^-A  \;v-o<  .i..i:  vvrtain  doeuments  shall  not  be  destroyed,  to  vdt, 
J.^  lv\ 'ns  X '"  :vvv^Vvl  v^r  r-viTistn  :  ^*J^  original  papers  dated  eariier  than  the 
N.  .;r  -Sv^-V  ^  ^^  vivwis.  .\:ul  ^P  n^jH^rts  of  **any  town  officer  or  committee  of 
.r.\  v\^i: •v.N.  vi.\,  or  '.^nxn  n^Uuinv;  tv>  briilgi^s,  highway's,  streets,  town  ways, 
SiUvi^.  vM-  v^;iuT  vx^irKv  or  uumieipal  intertwists  or  matters."  It  is  obvious 
ih.r.  ;yn\.\  u .hv.;v.'.n  .iro  not  invinded  within  the  pnuisions  of  this  section. 
Sk\  .io'.^.  .'  pvv^hiMi.N  ilio  vlestrui'iion  of  any  other  papier  belonging  to  the  files 
of  \\w  UMNU  nniil  after  .^evei\  years.  In  answering  your  question  literally, 
therefore,  i-  is  plain  iliai  nnder  the  prvnisions  of  this  statute  town  warrants 
neevl  not  Iv  kept  Ioniser  than  sevon  years. 

Hnt  I  ilv^  not  repird  this  statute  a<5  intendtni  to  be  comprehensive  of  all 
the  ihities  i>f  ilie  imvn  i>tlieers  n^latinj::  ti>  the  pix^servation  of  documents.  It 
prohibits  the  destnietion  of  ivrtain  doeiunents  within  seven  years,  and  is  not 
intended  to  reipiin^  or  jHMinit  sueh  destruction,  even  at  the  end  of  seven  years, 
if   for  any  n\»son,  tliey  .shouUl  Ih^  prtvserved. 


3  warrant  for  the  town  meeting,  and  the  return  of  service  of  it,  are  es- 

to  give  validity  to  the  proceedings  of  town  meetings.    If  there  is  no 

ant,  or  it  is  improperly  or  insufficiently  served,  the  title  of  the  officers 

1  at  the  meeting  may  be  directly,  and  in  some  cases,  perhaps,  collat- 

Jly,  impeached.    Most  proceedings  become  of  little  importance  after  the 

ion  of  the  year,  but  some  may  be  questioned  even  after  the  expiration 

ren  years;  as,  for  example,  town  by-laws  or  long  time  loans.     In  such 

the  warrant  and  its  service  may  at  any  time  become  of  vital  impor- 

«.     It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  statute  requiring  preservation  of 

a  documents  for  seven  years  has  no  appUcation  to  town  meeting  warrants; 

id  that  they  should  be  permanently  preserved.     It  may  be  said  that  the 

>rding  of  the  warrant,  and  of  the  return  of  service  upon  it,  sufficiently 

rves  the  evidence  essential  to  show  the  validity  of  the  meeting.    There 

t  no  statute,  however,  requiring  the  clerk  to  record  the  warrant;    and, 

Ithough  the  record  when  made  has  been  accepted  by  the  courts  as  evidence 

f  the  contents  of  the  warrant  and  the  manner  of  its  service  (Commonwealth 

"^Oh,  Sullivan  et  at.,  165  Mass.  183),  it  is  not  entirely  certain  that  if  the  question 

vere  directly  raised  the  record  of  the  clerk  would  be  competent  evidence  of 

|.he  contents  of  the  warrant  or  of  the  service  of  it. 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  safer  course  for  town  clerks  to  follow  the  practice  of 
^^rivate  corporations  in  recording  the  call  for  the  meeting  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  meeting  itself;   but  the  warrant  itself  is,  nevertheless,  the  best 
evidence,  and  should  be  preserved. 


Public  Records.  —  Repair.  —  Expense. 

[Opinions  Attorney-General,  Vol.  1,  p.  484.] 

St.  1897,  c.  439,  §  6,  requires  every  person  having  the  custody  of  the  public  records  of  a 
county,  city,  or  town  to  keep  them  in  repair,  and  such  county,  city,  or  town  must 
bear  the  expense,  whether  it  has  appropriated  money  for  that  purpose  or  not. 

I  have  your  letter  of  the  7th,  inquiring  whether,  under  St.  1897,  c.  439, 
§  6,  any  person  having  the  custody  of  any  public  records  can  lawfully  incur 
expense  which  a  county,  city,  or  town  will  be  obliged  to  pay,  unless  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose  has  previously  been  made  by  the  county,  city, 
or  town. 

The  statute  in  question  provides  that  "Every  person  having  the  custody 
of  any  public  records  of  a  county,  city,  or  town,  consisting  of  written  or 
printed  books,  shall,  at  the  expense  of  the  county,  city,  or  town,  have  all 
such  books  properly  and  substantially  bound,"  etc.  This  statute  makes  the 
duty  of  the  custodian  imperative,  whether  an  appropriation  is  made  by  the 
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for  seven  years.     While  it  is  true  that  such  papers  are  not  in  the 

of  cases  required  by  law  to  be  filed  within  the  meaning  of  Revised 

B8y  chapter  35,  section  5,  which  defines  public  records,  and  are  not 

rily  preserved  for  the  reason  that  they  are  public  records,  they  are, 

heless,  papers  belonging  to  the  files,  and  their  preservation  is  required 

reason  that  they  are  or  may  be  of  importance  as  evidence  in  the  event 

*tions  brought  against  the  Commonwealth,  or  any  county,  city  or  town, 

I  the  matters  to  which  they  relate.     They  are,  in  fact,  private  records 

departments  by  which  they  are  kept,  and  as  such  are  an  essential 

t  of  the  files  of  such  department.     Their  filing  is  required  not  by  express 

ision  of  law  but  by  the  necessity  for  their  preservation  for  the  purposes 

jvidence. 

*or  these  reasons  I  am  of  opinion  that  your  question  must  be  answered 
he  affirmative. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Herbert  Parker, 

Attorney-General. 

Boston,  Aug.  1,  1906. 
jert  T.  Swan,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Public  Records ,  IO4  State  House. 

)ear  Sir  :  —  In  reply  to  your  request  for  my  opinion  upon  the  following 
stions:  — 

.  Would  a  commission  created  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to  erect  a 
ding  in  which  public  records  were  to  be  kept,  be  required  to  provide 
proof  rooms,  safes  or  vaults  for  such  records  unless  so  instructed  by 
[  act? 

.  Would  a  commission  or  committee  empowered  by  vote  of  a  city  council, 
I  commission  or  committee  empowered  by  vote  of  a  town  to  erect  a 
ding  in  which  public  records  were  to  be  kept,  be  required  to  provide 
3roof  rooms,  safes  or  vaults  for  such  records  unless  so  instructed  by 
1  vote? 

.  Would  the  erection  of  any  of  the  above-mentioned  buildings  by  com- 
mons or  committees  relieve  the  officers  or  boards,  county  commissioners, 
councils,  and  selectmen  of  their  duty  to  provide  and  maintain  fireproof 
ns,  safes  or  vaults,  as  required  by  chapter  35,  section  18,  of  the  Revised 

7S? 

.  Would  the  members  of  a  board  of  selectmen,  who  by  vote  of  the  town 
members  of  a  building  committee,  be  relieved  of  their  duty  under  said 
ion  18,  provided  the  majority  of  such  committee  had  failed  to  make 
>er  provision  for  the  safety  of  the  records  ? 
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and  other  necesmy  pnUc  bdAigi  far  Hm  aia  irf  tte  cooidj;  fart  III 
coao^  of  Dukes  Coaatj  need  not  p      *  ~       ~ 

Qt^Mer  30.  f  7:  "IIk  dtf  ttf  B 
DMxssaiy  for  ifae  use  of  (Ik  cdvi^  «f  SiBaft  aad  paj  id  aanrfj  cfaVb  I 
^H«pt  ^  bemnafter  {HOTided." 

Chapter  162,  {  51:  "Coant^  loriiiwDBW  ihd  ^ 
suitable  rooms  for  the  me  cf  dx  pmlnto  oaai^  Miipli 
suiuble  slcores,  oues  and  bom  for  dw  wA  k^ifaf  i 
papeis  and  docoments  wfaidi  bdong  to  da  anod  ■ 
shall  also  provide  all  botda  wfaidi  amy  fae  ■ 
and  all  printed  blanks  and  sbdonny  wU 

1.  1  understand  that  the  ad  of  dM  I 
has  espedally  in  mind  is  St.  1906,  c.  534,irfaiAii'*Aa  Act  to  imndBfarH 
enUi^menl  of  or  an  addition  to  the  court  bouw  m  tbe  eomtj  til  ShSdL* 

This  act  provides  in  its  fiist  aecdoD  for  die  lfl|ninlMeM  of  •  qdoiiiibm^ 
Its  second  5e<rtioQ  provides  that  "Said  coinouwioii,  Mimg  m  liabalf  «l  Ifa 
Commonwealth,  shall  empk>7  an  ardiitect  at  McMlBCte  md  nam  to  b* 
prepared  plans  for  additional  couit  room  accomiDodalii—  far  tte  aomlj  si 
Suffolk,  by  adding  stories  upon  the  present  boildiiig  aad  pRnidfai(  Aa 
court  rooms  and  conveniences  appurtenant  Aefeto^  i  ~  ' 
of  the  courts  and  tor  the  prompt  administFatioD  of  j 
and  that  the  comnmsioners  shall  "  contract  for  the  o 
and  furnishing  such  addition  or  enlargement  of  said  bnikfiiig." 

This  act  does  not  spedfically  authorize  the  ]mm£iig  ol  plaoB  for  dw 
storing  of  public  records.  "Court  rooms  and  cnnTcniicBi  qiptartaMat 
thereto"  may  well  be  interpreted  to  include  places  for  tlw  itanga  of  As 
records  of  such  courts,  and  in  providing  tor  sudi  places  dte  o 
provide  that  they  be  fireproof. 

The  commission  is  not,  however,  required  to  provide  fl 

From  the  application  of  Revised  Laws,  c.  20,  |  6,  mpn,  tlic  county  of 
Suffolk  is  expressly  excepted. 
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1906,  c.  534,  is,  so  far  as  an  addition  to  the  courthouse  is  concerned, 
tute  for  Revised  Laws,  c.  20,  §  7. 

d  Laws,  c.  162,  §  51,  quoted  swpray  is  limited  in  its  application  to 

y  commissioners.    The  terms  of  Revised  Law^s,  c.  35,  §  18,  quoted 

do  not  include  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  1906. 

u     1  dealing  with  the  same  subjects  are  to  be  read  together.     The 

above  quoted  clearly  indicate  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Legis- 

)  that  fireproof  rooms,  etc.,  be  provided  for  public  records,  including 

icords  of  courts,  but  they  do  not,  in  my  opinion,  impose  upon  the  com- 

n  in  question  an  absolute  duty  to  furnish  such  fireproof  rooms,  etc. 

the  absence  of  any  indication  to  the  contrary,  the  principle  of  interpre- 

•n  here  applied  would  be  applicable  in  general  to  acts  creating  commis- 

id  to  erect  buildings  in  which  public  records  are  to  be  kept. 

!.  The  same  principle  is  applicable  in  the  case  of  votes  by  city  councils 

I  by  towns.    By  Revised  Laws,  c.  36,  §  18,  the  duty  is  imposed  on  city 

.ncib  to  furnish  fireproof  rooms,  etc.     The  natural  interpretation  of  a 

e  by  a  city  council  to  erect  a  building  in  which  public  records  should  be 

>t  would  be  that  it  was  a  vote  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  this 

tion.     A  commission  acting  under  such  a  vote  would,  in  my  opinion, 

re  authority  to  erect  a  building  containing  fireproof  rooms,  etc.,  so  far  as 

h  fireproof  rooms,  etc.,  were  parts  of  the  building.    It  cannot,  however, 

said  that  without  definite  instructions  to  that  effect  such  a  commission 

old  be  required  to  provide  for  fireproof  rooms,  etc.    A  vote  by  a  town 

powering  a  commission  or  committee  to  erect  a  building  in  which  public 

ords  were  to  be  kept  would  be  interpreted  in  the  same  way. 

\  and  4.  Clearly,  no  vote  of  city  council  or  town  could  relieve  the  city 

mcil  or  the  selectmen  from  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  Revised 

ws,  c.  35,  §  18. 

\ii  act  of  the  Legislature  could,  of  course,  relieve  officers  of  duties  imposed 
)n  them  by  this  section.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  passage  of 
act  authorizing  a  commission  to  erect  a  building  in  which  public  records 
>uld  be  kept  would  not  by  implication  relieve  the  officers  upon  whom  the 
;y  was  imposed  by  Revised  Laws,  c.  35,  §  18,  of  their  obligation.  Repeals 
implication  are  not  favored,  and  a  clear  intention  to  repeal  this  section 
st  be  shown  in  order  to  relieve  the  officers  u{)on  whom  the  duty  of  pro- 
ing  fireproof  rooms,  etc.,  is  imposed. 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  Dana  Malone, 

A  ttomey-GeneraJi. 
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Copy  of  Circular. 

7't»  uhoni  it  tuny  concern: 

It  is  ovidont  that  there  has  been  much  ignorance  upon  the  subjctti 
ilatt's  aim>ii^  persons  having  the  custody  of  ancient  records,  and  of 
who  have  ropiod,  lx)und,  or  consulted  them.    Many  serious  errors  1     iffr 
suhoil,   ospiH'ially  where  copyists  have  undertaken   to   correct  what 
thought  ti>  be  errors,  or  to  solve  doubts.    Many  town  histories  contain  wi 
liates,  espet'ially  eoneerning  legislation. 

Vo  pivvent,  as  far  as  possible,  further  errors,  it  has  seemed  well  to  pUce 
the  t*olU»wing  statement  l)efore  the  recording  officers,  although  it  will  leiA 
uianv  familiar  with  the  subject. 

I'util  ITi*)-.  when  Parliament  fixed  January  1  as  the  conimencem^t 
the  hyii!  vear,  it  iommeneed  with  March  25  (the  Feast  of  the  Annunda 
anil  the  lustom  was  quite  gtmeral  of  calling  a  month  by  its  number  r 
(hau  its  name.    The  months  were  numbered  as  follows:  — 

Vpnl. 

liuln  (hi-,  plan  the  following  forms  of  entry  were  common:  10,  7th  mo. 
loll.    Ii>.   V     ItUI;    U).  7ber,  U)  1 1,  -meaning  September  10,  1641. 

riir  /i\/ti/  Near,  until  ami  iniluiling  1751,  commenced  with  March  25; 
(In  \*^iu  I  I'x*  with  January  I.  Prior  to  1752,  as  the  legal  year  did  not  ter- 
nnnate  nntil  Maieh  '.  I,  it  was  often  the  custom  to  continue  the  figures  belong- 
hif;  to  the  niontlii  of  the  chronohufiriil  year  from  March  25  to  December  31 
huhnhe,  (hton^h  Jannary,  February,  and  March  to  the  25th,  of  the  next 
/r»/»i/  \eai  To  illustrate:  Following  the  date  December  31,  1641  will  be 
tonnd  entiie.N  in  ii*^nlar  sneeession  dated  January  1G41,  February  1641,  and 
Mai*h  to  (he  'JM\,  ItUI.  ( \»nse(|uently,  to  determine  the  correct  historical 
oi  i*/mom«»/i»</h*«i/  date  in  .lamiary,  February,  or  March  prior  to  1752,  it  is 
nrre.**iiuy  (o  look  baek  to  tlu»  pn'et»ding  December  or  forward  to  the  follow- 


I 

July, 

.     5 

November, 

.    9 

•  > 

August, 

.     6 

December, 

.  10 

•  1 

September, 

.     7 

January, 

.  11 

I 

October, 

.     8 

February, 

.  12 

]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  52.  43 

.pril.  (The  marriage  of  parents  has  been  recorded  in  April  of  a  certain 
and  the  birth  of  a  child  in  March  of  the  same  legal  year,  which  really 
Ted  in  March  of  the  next  chronological  year.  In  the  original  record  the 
lological  arrangement  discloses  the  true  dates,  whereas  if  the  dates  are 
id  without  reference  to  arrangement  or  without  knowledge  of  method 
iting,  it  makes  a  serious  error.) 

more  general  custom,  however,  was  to  double-date  in  January,  Feb- 
y,  and  March  to  the  25th,  and  the  following  forms  of  dating  will  be  found: 

-1642;  1^;  1641-42;  16^;  16'^V^:  1641-2;  IMl;  1641;  1641/2- 

cases  the  last  date  is  the  correct  historical  one. 
re  should  properly  be  no  double  dates  after  January  1,  1752  though 
recording  officers  ignorantly  continued  them. 

NTS  15,   1900. 

Copy  of  Circular  to  Recording  Officers. 

EAR  Sir  :  —  The  numerous  changes  in  town  clerks  since  the  last  circular 
issued  in  1901,  and  the  continued  receipt  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
wealth  of  orders  for  ink,  seem  to  make  it  advisable  to  issue  the  following 
liar  in  regard  to  Mas3achusetts  Standard  Record  Ink. 
o  other  ink  can  be  used  upon  the  public  records  without  liability  of  a 

r 

• 

ink  is  not  to  be  ordered  from  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
from  the  manufacturer,  but  from  this  office. 

►ney  should  not  be  sent  to  this  office  in  payment,  but  to  the  manufac- 
r,  upon  receipt  of  a  bill. 

he  ink  should  not  be  ordered  by  the  gallon,  nor  by  the  money's  worth, 
he  ink  will  be  furnished  at  the  following  prices,  delivered  in  Boston, 
essage  from  Boston  to  be  paid  by  the  purchaser, 
hen  taken  in  original  packages  of  one  dozen  bottles  each:  — 

Quarts,  .  $4  00  per  dozen. 

Pints,  .     2  20  per  dozen. 

Half  pints,    .  .     1  25  per  dozen. 

hen  taken  in  quantities  of  less  than  one  dozen  bottles,  at  the  rate  of :  — 

Quarts,  .  $4  50  per  dozen. 

Pints,  .  .     2  50  per  dozen. 

Half  pints,    .  .  .     1  50  per  dozen. 

lipments  will  be  made  directly  to  the  place  designated  in  the  order. 


.:!.^ 
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Copy  of  Circular  to  Recording  Officers. 

%  Sir  :  —  The  Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  manu- 
d  by  The  Stephen  T.  Smith  Company  of  New  York,  is  one  of  the 
"1  approved  for  use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth, 
the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein. 

use  of  any  other  ribbon  bearing  the  name  Diamond  Brand  is  a  viola- 
.  the  law. 

^  and  town  clerks  will  call  the  attention  of  the  recording  officer  of 
tment  or  board  using  typewriting  ribbons  to  the  above,  they  will 
r  a  favor. 

f  1,  1905. 

Copy  of  Circular  to  Recording  Officers. 

i:  —  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter  35  of 
levised  Laws,  the  following  ribbons  and  pad,  and  the  pads  and  other 
es  used  for  printing  by  typewriting  machines,  made  by  any  of  the 
Facturers  named  below,  if  inked  with  the  inks  used  upon  their  respective 
>iis,  are  approved  for  use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth, 
>f  the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of  any  other 
aolation  of  law. 

le  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names  of  the  manu- 
irers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The  name  of  the  manufacturer 
Id  be  particularly  noted  in  connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  162  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston. 

Little's  Brilliant  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N,  Y. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 
Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  Stephen  T.  Smith  Co.,  11  Barclay  Street,  N.  Y. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  N.  Y. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  147. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Black  Record  Paragon  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Remington  T3rpewriter  Company,  81  Franklin  Street,  Boston. 

Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  Yost  Writing  Machine  Company,  316  Broadway,  N.  Y. 
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Recording  officers  should  purchase  diiectly  from  the  mani 
their  agents,  to  ensure  certainty  of  obtaining  the  proper  ink, 
ribbons,  pads,  or  other  devices. 

June  1,  1905. 

Copy  of  Circular  to  Cnr  and  Town  Clkb] 

Don't  subject  this  to  the  fiBtte  of  many  oAoial  oomm     i 
throw  it  away  imread. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  Some  of  the  suggestions  here  offered  may  seem  to 
necessary,  but  they  are  all  presented  because  of  questions  constai 
asked,  or  are  to  correct  conditions  frequently  met  with. 

Don't  accept  as  the  receptacle  for  your  records  a  safe  or  vault  yc 

consider  sufficient  protection. 

Ask  the  city  government  or  the  selectmen  if  they  would  risk  their 
in  it  in  case  of  fire.    If  a  protest  is  unavailing,  notify  me. 

Don't  wait  for  approval  of  city  or  town  officers,  or  vote  of  t 
ment,  or  of  the  town,  before  doing  the  things  required  of  y      bj 
such  as  purchasing  suitable  record  books  and  tundiDg  your  n 

Don't  buy  record  books  that  are  low  priced. 

The  paper  is  probably  wood,  and  its  use  b  in  violation  of  the  law. 

Don't  continue  the  use  of  an  old  record  book  of  poor  quality  and 

condition  simply  because  it  is  not  full. 

Don't  send  records  to  a  bindery  until  arrangements  are  made  for 
them  in  safes  or  vaults  when  not  in  the  hands  of  a  worknum. 

The  ordinary  bindery  is  a  hazardous  fire  risk. 

Don't  allow  matches  to  be  left  in  proximity  to  the  records.  . 

Packages  of  matches  have  been  found  in  a  safe,  and  [Mled  with  pi 
and  ballots  in  town  offices. 

Don't  allow  smoking  in  rooms  where  your  records  are  kept. 

Many  of  the  fires  in  buildings  containing  records  have  been  ei 
carelessness  of  smokers. 

Don't  allow  wooden  spittoons  in  a  building  containing  your  records* 
Two  town  halls  have  caught  fire  from  these  within  the  past 
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;  lend  your  records  to  any  one,  to  be  taken  out  of  your  custody. 

I't  leave  your  records  to  searchers  or  copyists  without  supervision. 

The  city  or  town  should  compensate  you  sufficiently  to  pay  for  their  care 
at  all  times. 

n't  allow  persons  searching  the  records  to  write  upon  them. 

The  records  are  being  mutilated  by  persons  who  change  names  or  dates, 
or  make  notes,  thinking  they  are  making  corrections  or  additions.  If 
they  think  they  discover  errors,  ask  that  they  call  your  attention  to 
them. 

B 

m't  trust  the  copying  of  ancient  records  to  any  one  until  satisfied  of  his 
her  familiarity  with  ancient  writing,  names,  and  expressions. 

Other  things  being  equal,  a  copyist  familiar  with  local  names  and  places 
is  to  be  preferred. 

on't  let  copyists  solve  doubts  and  copy  words  as  they  think  they  should  be. 
Let  such  words  be  questioned  in  the  copy  rather  than  copied  incorrectly. 

[>n't  make  mistakes  in  using  dates  by  forgetting  that  prior  to  March  25, 
1752  the  year  began  in  March,  and  the  dates  in  January,  February,  and 
March  often  should  be  read  as  for  a  year  later. 

jn't  order  ink  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  nor  from  the 
manufacturer. 

All  orders  should  go  through  this  office. 

3n't  take  the  ink  off  records  with  a  blotter. 

It  will  dry  by  penetration  in  a  moment  and  remain  in  the  paper. 

3n't  use  acid  for  erasing  ink. 

If  it  will  remove  the  original  ink,  its  presence  in  the  paper  will  injure  the 
ink  to  be  put  on. 

yn't  use  red  ink. 

No  red  ink  is  permanent,  the  nearest  approach  to  it  being  the  old  standard 
Carmine  ink,  now  Uttle  used. 

)n't  use  stamping  pads. 

Their  use  is  not  authorized;  all  colors,  but  some  blacks,  are  fugitive,  and 
it  is  a  question  whether  they  are  not. 


Appendix  B. 


JOURNALL    OR    DAYE    BOOKE    CONCERNING    THE     PTICULER 

>YMENT   OF  THE  GEN   ALL   STOCK  BELONGEINGE   TO   THE  COM- 

:  OF  ADVENTURERS  FFOR  A  PLANTACON  AT  MATTACHUSSETTE 

IN  NEWE  ENGLAND  IN  AMERICA.  — Extract  from  Vol.  2,  Probate 

»8,  Suffolk  County,  Massachusetts. 


the  name  of  god  Amen  London  May  1628  Sundrie  men  owe  unto  the 
I  Stock  of  the  adventurers  for  A  plantacon  intended  att  Mattachusetts 
tt  Newe  England  in  America  the  some  of  tow  thousand  one  hundreth 
ftie  pounds  And  is  for  soe  much  undertaken  by  the  pticuler  persons 
>ned  heareafter  by  there  sevall  subscripcons,  to  be  by  them  adven- 
in  this  Joint  and  genall  stock  for  the  foresaide  plantacon  wher  unto 
Imightie  grant  psperous  and  happie  Succese  that  The  same  may  re- 
l  to  his  glorie  the  ppagacon  of  the  Gospell  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
er  good  of  the  sevall  Adventurers  that  Nowe  are  or  hereafter  shalbe 
isted  therein.  The  psons  nowe  to  be  made  debttrs  to  the  genall  stock 
3  as  flfolloweth  Viz* 


S'  Richard  Saltonstall  Kn*  oweth 
M'  Isacke  Johnson  Esq.'  oweth 
M'  Samuell  A(?)  Dersey  oweth 
John  Penn  oweth 
hughe  Peter  oweth    . 
John  humfrey  oweth 
Thomas  Steevens  oweth 
George  harwood  oweth 
John  Glov  oweth 
Mathew  Cradocke  oweth 
Simon  Whetcombe  oweth 
f&ance  Wibbe  oweth 
Increase  Nowell  oweth 
M'  A.  C.  oweth  . 
Richard  Tuffneale  oweth 
Richard  Perrie  Esq'  oweth 
Joseph  C.  ffeild  oweth 
John  White  oweth    . 
Joseph  Caron  oweth 
Thomas  Adams  oweth 
Richard  Davis  oweth 
Abraham  Palmer  oweth 
Will  Darbie  oweth    . 
John  Endecott  oweth 


£. 

s. 

d. 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

Daniel  1  hodson  oweth 

• 

a 

£.  8.  d. 
50    O'  0 

Edward  flfoorde  oweth 

I 

• 

50    0   0 

Daniel  1  Bui  lard  oweth 

• 

* 

50    0   0 

The:  hewson  oweth  . 

» 

50    0    0 

Andrew  Arnold  oweth 

1                              4 

50    0    0 

Richard  Bushord  oweth    . 

■ 

50    0    0 

Richard  Young  oweth 
(Jeorge  Maye  oweth . 
Richard  BuUingham  oweth 

• 
1 
1 

50    0    0 
50    0    0 
50    0    0 

Joseph  Bradshawe  oweth 
Job  Bradshawe  oweth 

50    0    0 
50    0    0 

Herye  Darleye  oweth 
Tho:  huchins  oweth  . 

50    0    0 
50    0    0 

Charles  VVhitchcotte  oweth 

50    0    0 

(icorge  ffoxcroft  oweth     . 

50    0    0 

Will  Crowther  oweth 

50    0    0 

Nathaniel  Manstreye  oweth 

50    0    0 

2  mag.    0  02 

George  Harwood  Tr6r.  for  the' plantacon  of  the 
Mattachusetts  Bay  oweth  untosundrie  aocoumpts 
for  Money es  Pyd  by  him  of  sundrie  adventurers 
viz! 


To  S^  Richard  Saltonstall  kn*  Pyd 

To  I  sack  e  fFohnson  Esq'  Pyd 

To  John  Glover  Pyd 

To  Increase  Nowell  Pyd  . 

To  Matliew  Cradock  Pyd . 

To  Richard  Perrey  Esq!  Pyd 

To  Hughe  Peters  Pyd 

To  Joseph  C.  feilde  Pyd  . 

To  Captan  John  Penn  Pyd 

To  Abraham  Palmer  Pyd 

To  Samuoll  Aldorsay  Pyd 

To  Simon  Whetcombe  Pyd 

To  Richard  Younge  Pyd  . 

To  Josej)!)  Carron  Pyd 

To  Edward  flborde  J'yd     . 

To  Thomas  Hewson  Pyd  . 

To  Daniel  1  Ballard  Pyd     . 

To  Thomas  Stevens  }*yd   . 

To  flob  Bradshawe  Pyd 

To  Joseph  Bradshawe  Pyd 


050 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

.] 
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To  Andrew  Arnolt  Pyd     . 

To  Nathaniell  Manestreye  Pyd 

To  A.  C.     Pyd  . 

To  George  Ilarwood  Py    . 

To    Abrie  Py    . 

To  John  Smith  ptow  paimi"  Pyd 


26  0  0 

26  0  0 

26  0  0 

26  0  0 

26  0  0 

26  0  0 

766  0  0 


George  Harwood  Tr6r.  is  Creditor  by  money  by  him 
Disbursed  for  sundrie  Commodities  and  neces- 
saries As  will  appeare  in  the  booke  of  pcells 
N»  A  f 0 :  1 


ffor  Pame  fo.  1 

flfor  Snaphance  locks  board  vice  etc  fo.  I 

ffor  Sherts  and  Seeds  &tc.  fo :  1 

ffor  Match  and  Snaphance  locks  fo :  1 

ffor  Kettles  and  frying  pans  &tc.  fo :  2 

ffor  bugell  etc  fo :  2  . 

ffor  Wastcotts  and  Ruggs  etc.  fo :  2 

ffor  Knyves  and  sizars  f o  :  2 

ffor  Wastcotts  and  Sherts  fo :  2 

ffor  Sundrie  necessaries  fo :  3  . 

ffor  hoes  and  ffroes  fo :  8  . 


£.  sh. 

d. 

11 

6 

04  03 

11 

02  9 

8 

01  8 

4 

11  0 

6 

11  0 

6 

8  9 

0 

8  9 

0 

12  U 

10 

13  3 

7 

3  12 

0 

77  mss. 

msg. 

George  Harwood  Tr6r  is  Creditor  as  ffurther  Ap- 
pcareth  in  the  booke  of  pcells  for  Sundrie  Com- 
modities Viz? 


ffor  Tickinge  for  bedds  fo :  4    . 
ffor  Salves  and  bal somes  fo :  4 
ffor  Seedes  of  Sundrie  Sorts  fo  4 
ffor  Gums  etc  fo :  4   . 
ffor  Armor  etc  fo :  4 
ffor  Bed  Case  and  boulstre  etc  fo :  6 
ffor  Scrues  of  Sundrie  Sorts  fo :  6 
ffor  Hose  of  Sundrie  Sorts  fo :  6 
ffor  Culverins  and  Sackers  fo :  6 
ffor  necessaries  fo :  6 
ffor  Service  to  Sundrie 


£  s. 

d. 

01  19 

4 

02  0 

0 

02  10 

0 

17  00 

0 

29  16 

0 

02  9 

0 

06  1 

0 

06  9 

2 

30  0 

0 

26  7 

1 

75  0 

0 

198  11 

7 

I  ^ 
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"■.::■  •ii'.ic'^  lud  XiM-'essanes  :is  will  apeare 


.X 


■t 


■.?     ^'    »V     "*    -'i-   ■".»      J 


»     '?■■ 


■1 


..^..      ^.. 


'•  «L 


,      I 


•-■..    '    •-  ■.:•■:   Vx:"*  ?rc  :*"     t 

♦    .-■   .     ■  ■. .'  ■■^      .  ■  "  > 

■»■■■«  ■        i 
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51 

0  10 

:U 

IS    5 

29 

17    S 

36 

r]     6 

21 

S    0 

24 

6    0 

39 

4    0 

19 

17  10 

17 

6    4 

■ 

13  10 

26 

7    8 

01 

19    4 

«» 

12    0 

0 

17  i: 

21 

8    6 

2 

U  11 

1 

9    2 

IS 

8    9 

10 

7    6 

12 

1    54 

6 

6  10 

8 

5  10 

0 

18    0 

3 

15     7 

32 

18    2 

15 

18    9 

44S 

9    9i 

^         H 


\l   ••  ;v  Vv  hiru   Jis- 


.■:.»■.:         V '  -     •  ■ 


£.  s.  d. 

2  8  8 

3  5  0 
20  10  0 
35  6  84 

£.  s.  d. 

61  9  114 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,   Boston,   Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1908. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  sixteenth  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  twentieth  in  the  series  of  reports  on 
the  public  records. 

On  July  26,  1907,  Robert  Thaxter  Swan,  Esq.,  who  had 
served  first  as  secretary  and  afterwards  as  commissioner  of 
this  oflBce,  died  suddenly  of  heart  disease  in  Brookline.  Of 
him  it  has  been  justly  said  :  — 

He  created  and  dignified  the  office,  and  the  work  he  has  done  by  quiet 
and  inexpensive  methods  has  produced  results  which  are  well  known  to 
all  persons  who  appreciate  the  inestimable  value  of  the  prevention  from 
destruction  by  time  or  fire  of  the  records  of  the  towns  and  cities  of  the 
State.    The  office  has  become  a  model  for  other  States. 

On  Aug.  7,  1907, 1  had  the  honor  to  be  appointed  and  con- 
firmed as  commissioner,  to  succeed  Mr.  Swan,  and  was  sworn 
into  oflBce  on  August  10.  The  short  space  of  time  which  I 
have  served  necessitates  a  brief  report. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902  :  Bradford,  Dracut,  Gardner,  Hub- 
bardston,  Medford,  Sutton,  Templeton,  West  Stockbridge, 
and  Williamstown. 

The  following  has  been  printed  by  the  city  of  Boston  :  — 

Boston.  A  Volume  of  Records  relating  to  the  Early  History  of  Boston, 
containing  Boston  Town  Records,  1814  to  1822.  (This  is  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Report  in  the  series  of  Boston  Records,  formerly  called  Record 
Commissioners  Reports.)  Edward  W.  McGleuen,  City  Registrar.  Bos- 
ton, 1906. 
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Records  have  been  bound  during  the  year  by  the  Emery 
Record  Preserving  Company  for  the  following  places: 
Braintree,  Dudley,  Freetown,  Wilmington,  Worcester,  and 
Yanuouth. 

Fires. 

On  the  morning  of  March  20,.  1907,  the  town  hall  at 
Halifax,  parts  of  which  was  occupied  by  the  toAVTi  librar}' 
and  the  post  office,  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire.  The 
public  records,  all  of  which  were  kept  in  a  safe,  were  saved. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Sept.  30,  1907,  a  fire  was  discov- 
ered in  the  basement  of  the  town  hall  of  Peabody,  directly 
under  the  office  of  the  town  clerk.  Considerable  damacfe 
was  done  to  the  building,  but  no  public  records  were  in- 
jured. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Dec.  7,  1907,  a  fire  was  discov- 
ered in  the  town  hall  at  Clinton,  which  completely  gutted 
the  main  building,  but  no  public  records  were  lost.  Most 
of  the  records  were  in  offices  in  an  annex. 

Registries  of  Deeds. 

The  rapid  increase  of  real  estate  transactions  in  some  dis- 
tricts of  the  Commonwealth  is  especially  apparent  in  South 
Bristol,  where  the  registry  at  New  Bedford  lias  reached  the 
limit  of  its  caj^city,  and  where  some  immediate  provision 
for  extension  needs  to  be  made. 

Public  Documents. 

In  February  the  following  act  was  passed,  which  appears 
as  chapter  117  of  the  Acts  of  1907  :  — 

An  Act  relative  to  the  Care  of  Public  Documents  by  Cities 

AND  Towns. 
Be  it  enacted^  etc.,  as  follows : 

Section  1.  Each  city  and  town  shall  provide  a  suitable  place,  to  be 
approved  by  the  commissioner  of  public  records,  for  the  preservation 
and  convenient  use  of  all  books,  reports  and  laws  received  from  the 
Commonwealth ;  and  for  every  month^s  neglect  so  to  do  shall  forfeit 
ten  dollars. 
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Section  2.  Said  books,  reports  and  laws  shall  be  in  the  custody  or 
control  of  the  city  or  town  clerk,  nnless  the  city  council  or  selectmen 
shall,  by  vote,  designate  some  other  officer  or  person. 

Section  3.  Section  twenty-seven  of  chapter  twenty-five  of  the  Revised 
Laws  is  hereby  repealed. 

To  find  *  *  a  suitable  place  for  convenient  use  "  of  all  the 
various  books  which  have  been  distributed  and  may  be  dis- 
tributed by  the  Commonwealth  is  proving  embarrassing  to 
many  towns,  particularly  where  the  town  hall  is  inconven- 
iently located  and  not  often  open,  and  where  the  town  libi-ary 
is  unable  to  find  room  for  the  volumes.  An  option  as  to 
receiving  the  series  known  as  "Public  Documents,"  where 
the  inhabitants  of  a  town  do  not  desire  them,  would  give 
some  relief. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  books,  reports,  and  laws 
which  the  C'ommonwealth  has  already-  distributed  :  — 

1.  Manual  of  the  General  Court.  60  volumes,  1858-1907.  (2  volumes 
called  "  Rules  and  Orders,"  1856-1857.) 

2.  Acts  and  Resolves.  ("  Blue  Books,"  so  called.)  67  volumes,  1851- 
1907. 

3.  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court.  ("  Term  Reports,"  so 
called.)  191  volumes,  as  follows :  Mass.  Reports,  17  volumes,  1-17 ; 
Pickering,  24  volumes,  18-41 ;  Metcalf,  13  volumes,  42-54;  Cushing,  12 
volumes,  55-66 ;  Allen,  14  volumes,  67-80 ;  Gray,  16  volumes,  81-96 ; 
Mass.  Reports,  95  volumes,  97-191. 

4.  Public  Documents.    326  volumes,  1858-1907. 

5.  Special  Laws.  19  volumes,  1-19,  and  duplicates  of  volumes  4  and 
5  to  towns  in  existence  in  1837. 

6.  Census  Publications.  1895,  7  volumes ;  1885,  4  volumes ;  1875, 
3  volumes ;  1  volume  Compendium ;  1865,  1  volume ;  1855,  1  volume  j 
1880, 1  volume  (Abstract  of  U.  S.  Census). 

7.  Revised  Laws.    3  volumes,  1902. 

8.  Atlas  of  Boundary  Lines.    2  copies.  * 

9.  Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  ("  Prov- 
ince Laws,"  so  called.)  5  volumes,  1-5,  1692-1780;  and  9  volumes 
Appendices,  1-9. 

10.  Bradford's  History  of  Plimoth  Plantation.    1  volume,  1897. 

11.  Public  Statutes.  1  volume,  1882-1887 ;  1  volume  Supplement, 
1882-1888 ;  1  volume  Supplement,  1889-1895. 

12.  Massachusetts  Military  and  Naval  History.     2  volumes,  1894. 

13.  Revolutionary  Rolls.     16  volumes,  1891. 

14.  Laws  and  Resolves  of  Massachusetts.     13  volumes,  1780-1805. 

15.  General  Statutes.  1  volume,  1860 ;  1  volume  Supplement,  1860- 
1872 ;  1  volume  Supplement,  1873-1881. 
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16.  Massachusetts  Digest.    (Bennett  &  Heard.)    8  volumes,  1872. 

17.  Schouler's  History  of  the  Civil  War.    1  volume,  1868. 

18.  Record  of  Massachusetts  Volunteers.    2  volumes,  1866.    (Declared 
unofficial  in  1893.) 

19.  Plymouth  Colony  Records.    8  volumes  in  6, 1-8,  1855-1857;  4  vol- 
umes, 9-12, 1869-1861. 

20.  Revised  Statutes.    1  volume,  1836 ;  1  volume  Supplement,  1836- 
1853;  1  volume  Supplement,  1851-1859. 

21.  Records  of  Massachusetts.    5  volumes  in  6, 1853-1854. 

22.  Geological,  Mineralogical,  Botanical  and  Zoological  Survey  of  the 
Commonwealth.     1  volume,  1839. 

23.  Tax  Acts.    In  folios  from  about  1751  to  1831. 

24.  General  Laws.  Number  of  volumes  uncertain.  Distributed  in 
1828 ;  second  part  of  volume  3, 1  volume,  distributed  in  1832. 

25.  Statute  Laws.  Second  edition,  1814.  Number  of  volumes  ud- 
certain. 

26.  United  States  Laws.  "  Laws  now  in  the  Secretary's  office  and  all 
which  may  hereafter  be  received."    1811. 

27.  Militia  Law.     1  volume,  1810. 

28.  Public  and  Private  Acts.     1807.     One  "  set. " 

29.  Laws  of  Massachusetts.  First  edition,  1801.  Number  of  volumes 
uncertain. 

30.  Province  Laws.  Eighth  edition,  called  "Temporary  Laws/'  1 
volume,  1763 ;  seventh  edition,  1  volume,  1759 ;  sixth  edition,  1  volume, 
1755;  fifth  edition,  2  volumes,  1742;  fourth  edition,  1  volume,  1727; 
third  edition,  1  volume,  1722 ;  second  edition,  1  volume,  1714 ;  first 
edition,  1  volume,  1699. 

Typewriting. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  laws  the  following  ribbons  and  pad,  and 
the  pads  and  other  devices  used  for  printing  by  type\vriting 
machines,  made  by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below, 
if  inked  with  the  inks  used  upon  their  respective  ribbons, 
are  ai)proved  for  use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  of  the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns 
therein.     The  use  of  any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon. 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  162  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1909. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  seventeenth  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  twenty-first  in  the  series  of  reports 
on  the  public  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  public  records  —  of  registries  of  deeds  and 
probate,  the  courts,  or  of  the  various  city  and  town  depart- 
ments—  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  following 
105  places  :  Acton,  Adams,  Agawam,  Alford,  Attleborough, 
Ayer,  Bedford,  Belmont,  Beverly,  Blackstone,  Boston,  Box- 
borough,  Brookline,  Cambridge,  Carlisle,  Chelsea,  Cheshire, 
Chilmark,  Clarksburg,  Clinton,  Concord,  Dalton,  Dedham, 
Dover,  Dunstable,  East  Bridgewater,  East  Longmeadow, 
Edgartown,  Egremont,  Essex,  Everett,  Florida,  Framing- 
ham,  Gay  Head,  Gloucester,  Grafton,  Great  Bamngton, 
Hancock,  Hinsdale,  Holliston,  Hudson,  Hyde  Park,  Lanes- 
borough,  Lee,  Lenox,  Lexington,  Littleton,  Longmeadow, 
Maiden,  Manchester,  Maynard,  Medfield,  Medford,  Medway, 
Melrose,  Millis,  Monterey,  Mount  Washington,  Nahant, 
Nantucket,  Natick,  New  Ashford,  New  Bedford,  New  Marl- 
borough, Newton,  North  Adams,  Oak  Bluffs,  Otis,  Pepperell, 
Peru,  Pittsfield,  Quincy,  Richmond,  Rockport,  Sandisfield, 
Savoy,  Sharon,  Sheffield,  Sherborn,  Shirley,  Somerville, 
Springfield,  Stockbridge,  Stow,  Swampscott,  Taunton, 
Tisbury,  Townsend,  Tyngsborough,  Tyringham,  Upton, 
Waltham,  Washington,  Watertown,  Wayland,  Wellesley, 
Wenham,  West  Springfield,  West  Stockbridge,  West  Tis- 
bury, Westfield,  Westford,  Williamstown,  Windsor,  and 
Worcester. 
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City  and  Town  Records. 

In  many  of  the  cities  and  towns  visited  by  the  commis- 
sioner, and  as  the  result  of  his  inspections,  vaults  have  been, 
or  are  to  be,  built  or  refitted,  safes  have  been  purchased,  or 
other  measures  taken  to  safeguard  the  records. 

County  Records. 

Important  bills  for  the  fireproof  protection  of  the  records 
in  all  departments  of  the  Sufiblk  County  court  house  in 
Boston,  and  for  better  and  increased  accommodation  for  the 
South  Bristol  county  registry  of  deeds  at  New  Bedford  — 
brought  at  the  instance  of 'the  commissioner — were  enacted 
])y  the  Legislature  during  the  year;  and  action,  in  many 
cases  following  a  recommendation  of  the  commissioner,  has 
been  taken  by  the  various  county  commissioners  for  the 
better  protection  of  records  at  Adams,  Brookline,  Great 
Barrington,  Lee,  Newton,  North  Adams,  Pittsfield,  Quincy, 
Taunton,  Williamstown,  and  Worcester. 

Binding. 

Records  have  been  bound  during  the  year  by  the  Emery 
Record  Preserving  Company  for  the  following  places  :  Attle- 
borough,  Ayer,  (Chatham,  Chelmsford,  Chester,  Concord, 
Dunstable,  P^gremont,  Everett,  Florida,  Hancock,  Lenox, 
Littleton,  Medfield,  Medway,  Orleans,  Otis,  Rockport, 
Royalston,  Sandisfield,  Sherborn,  Tyngsborough,  Wellfleet, 
West  Stockbridge,  and  Windsor.  In  all  but  two  instances 
the  repairs  were  made  by  order  of  the  commissioner. 

Fire. 

On  April  12,  1908,  the  city  hall  of  Chelsea  was  burned, 
in  a  fire  which  destroj^ed  the  i)rincipal  part  of  that  city,  but 
all  the  records  which  were  kept  in  vaults  were  saved,  not- 
withstanding that  the  intense  heat  warped  open  the  outer 
door  of  one  vault  and  badly  crumpled  the  doors  of  two  other 
vaults.  The  records  of  the  auditor  and  assessors  were  in 
safes,  those  of  the  former  being  totally  destroyed  and  those 
of  the  latter  badly  damaged.  The  gi'cat  value  of  vaults  for 
protecting  records  against  fire  was  clearly  demonstrated. 
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Public  Documents. 

Chapter  142  of  the  Acts  of  1908  (amending  chapter  117 
of  the  Acts  of  1907),  and  chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  1908 
(amending  section  8  of  chapter  9  of  the  Revised  Laws), 
have  relieved  the  embarrassment  of  many  cities  and  towns 
in  the  matter  of  the  care  and  custody  of  the  public  docu- 
ments distributed  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Printing. 

During  the  yesLV  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Beverly  (Vol.  IL),  Billerica, 
Dover,  Dudley,  Essex,  Hamilton,  Holliston,  Lincoln,  Lynn- 
field,  Marblehead  (Vol.  IIL),  Marlborough,  Middlefield, 
Saugus,  and  Westminster. 

The  following  volumes  have  also  been  issued  :  — 

Boston.  A  Velume  of  Records  relating  to  the  Early  History  of  Bos- 
ton, containing  Minutes  of  the  Selectmen's  Meetings,  1811  to  1817,  and 
a  part  of  1818.  (This  is  the  Thirty-eighth  Keport  in  the  series  of  Bos- 
ton Records,  formerly  called  Record  Commissioners  Reports.)  Edward 
W.  McGlenen,  City  Registrar.    Boston,  1908. 

FiTCHBL'KG.  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg,  Massachu- 
setts. A  copy  of  a  portion  of  the  records  contained  in  Volume  VI , 
pages  279  to  5G1,  inclusive,  being  Volume  Seven  of  the  printed  Records 
of  the  Town.  Compiled  by  Walter  A.  Davis,  City  Clerk.  Fitchburg, 
1907. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 

At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  ta])le  entitled  ''Counties, 
Cities,  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  Manual,  is  pre- 
pjired  by  the  commissioner,  who  has  received  from  the  de- 
partment on  the  topographical  survey  and  map  of  tlie  State, 
of  the  Board  of  Harbor  and  Land  Commissioners,  the  benefit 
of  its  exhaustive  search  of  all  records. 

Typewriting  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter  35 
of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of  1908, 
the  following  ribbons,  pads  and  other  devices  used  for  print- 


6  PUBLIC  RECORDS.  [Jan. 

ing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made  by 
any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
the  seveml  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 
Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Carter's  Ideal  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Mannfactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  162  Colambas  Avenue,  Boston. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Du-ra-bul  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Dodge  Company,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Inc.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Picrce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  168. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volgcr,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Cotton  King  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Pen  Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  York. 

L.  C.  Smith  &  Bros.  Black  Record  Woven  Edge  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  L.  C.  Smith  &  Bros.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  OflScial  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Paragon,  Premier,  Invincible,  Monarch  and    Success  Brands,   Black 

Record  Ribbons,  and  Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 
Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  147. 
Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  boston. 
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Stamping  Pads. 

The  Carter's  Jnk  Company's  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Companji  162  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston. 

Superb  Immediate  Drying  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  A  Holihan,  Inc.,  201  Broadway,  New  York. 

Union  Typewriter  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manuftictured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridgeport, 
Conn.  (Same  ink  as  used  on  the  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  applied  to  any  plain 
uninked  pad.) 

HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

CommisaioTier. 


lUo  Dooumont  Nd.>52 


D.^5 


JAN  20  1910 

rWENT^^-SECONI)  REPORT 

OOSTOnY  AJJU  OONumox 

Ol    lilt 

UBLIO    RECORDS 

PAUiHum,  Towns,  a»ii  (^ouNTina. 

Vi  OENRT  E.  WOODS,  lAMWNiotniiii 


WHHT  *  POTTBO  PJ:i 

16  Pos 


ibllo  Doctunent 


TWENTY-SECOND  REPORT 


Custody  amd  condition 


PUBLIC    KECOEDS 


PARISHES,   TOWNS,   AND   COUNTIES. 


By  henry  E.  woods,  COMMisaiONEB. 


BOSTON: 

WEIGHT  ft  POTTEB  PRINTING  CO.,  STATE  PBINTBES, 

18  Post  Oftick  Squark. 

1910. 


Appbovbd  bt 
The  State  Board  of  Pubucation. 


®t)e  CommontDeoUf)  of  i{las6act)usett0. 


Officb  of  the  Commissio.vxk  of  Public  Kbcords, 
Stats  Housb,  Boston,  Jan.  1,  1910. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives . 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  eighteenth  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  twenty-second  in  the  series  of  re- 
ports on  the  public  records. 

IXSPECTIOX. 

Inspection  of  public  records  —  of  registries  of  deeds  and 
probate,  the  courts,  or  of  the  various  city  and  town  depart- 
ments—  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  following  91 
places :  Ashby,  Ashfield,  Athol,  Ayer,  Barnstable,  Barre, 
Becket,  Bernardston,  Blandford,  Boston,  Bourne,  Boylston, 
Braintree,  Brockton,  Buckland,  Carver,  Charlemont,  Charl- 
ton, Chatham,  Chester,  Chesterfield,  Chicopee,  Clinton, 
Colrain,  Conway,  Cummington,  Deerfield,  Easthampton, 
Edgartown,  Erving,  Fall  River,  Falmouth,  Fitchburg, 
Gill,  Gloucester,  Gosnold,  Granville,  Greenfield,  Groton, 
Hampden,  Hatfield,  Hawley,  Heath,  Huntington,  Leom- 
inster, Leverett,  Leyden,  Longmeadow,  Ludlow,  Lunen- 
burg, Lynn,  Mansfield,  Mashpce,  Medway,  Middleborough, 
Middlefield,  Monroe,  Montague,  Montgomery,  Nantucket, 
Northampton,  Oak  Blufis,  Petersham,  Plainfield,  Plympton, 
Provincetown,  Rockport,  Rowe,  Russell,  Salem,  Sandwich, 
Shelbume,  Somerset,  Southampton,  Southwick,  Springfield, 
Sunderland,  Tolland,  Washington,  Wendell,  West  Bridge- 
water,  Westfield,  Westhampton,  Westminster,  Whately, 
Wilbraham,  Winchester,  Woburn,  Worcester,  Worthing- 
ton,  and  Yarmouth. 

In  many  of  these  cities  and  towns,  as  the  result  of  the  in- 
spections, vaults  have  been,  or  are  to  be,  built  or  refitted, 
safes  have  been  purchased,  or  other  measures  taken  to  safe- 
guard the  records. 
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County  Records. 

Important  bills  involving  the  fireproof  protection  of  t 
records  in  county  court  houses  at  Attleborough,  Fall  Rive 
Pittsfield,  and  Springfield,  —  in  compliance  with  the  lai 
at  the  instance  of  the  commissioner,  —  were  enacted  by  tl 
Legislature  during  the  year ;  and  action,  in  many  casi 
following  a  recommendation  of  the  commissioner,  has  be( 
taken  by  the  various  county  commissioners  for  the  bett 
protection  of  records  at  Boston  (Jamaica  Plain),  Clintoi 
Edgartown,  Fitchburg,  Gloucester,  Greenfield,  Leominsto; 
Lynn,  Nantucket,  Northampton,  Salem,  Waltham,  an 
Westfield. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 

Records  have  been  repaired  or  bound  during  the  j^ear  b 
the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company  for  the  followin 
places :  Athol,  Boxford,  Boylston,  Brockton,  Charlemon 
Charlton,  Chatham,  Chesterfield,  Egremont,  FahnoutI 
Heath,  Huntington,  Lakeville,  Leominster,  Leverett,  Lunei 
burg,  Mashpee,  Millis,  New  Ashford,  Otis,  Petershan 
Raynham,  Sunderland,  Westminster,  Worthington,  and  Ya 
mouth.  Also  for  the  counties  of  Bristol,  Dukes  Counts 
Middlesex,  Nantucket,  Plj^mouth,  and  Suffolk.  In  man 
instances  the  repairs  were  made  by  order  of  the  cou 
missioner. 

Fire. 

Just  before  midnight  on  March  6,  1909,  a  fire  was  disco^ 
ered  in  the  town  hall  of  New  Marlborough  at  the  village  < 
Mill  River,  which  totally  destroyed  the  building  and  mo 
of  the  contents  of  a  safe.  Tax  valuation  lists  1893-98  an 
1907-08,  registration  books,  and  some  vouchers,  were  los 
All  other  records  were  in  a  safe  elsewhere. 

Court  Files. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  sixteenth  report  (for  tl 
year  1903)  of  the  late  commissioner,  Robert  T.  Swan,  ai 
given  in  view   of  the  serious  problem  with  which  count 
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commissioners  mast  deal,  and  of  the  bill  which  was  intro- 
duced at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  and  referred  to 
the  next  General  Court :  — 

In  the  county  coorts  the  accumulation  of  the  files  is  large  and  rapidly 
increasing,  and  the  proper  protection  of  them  means  constant  remodell- 
ing or  refitting  of  the  present  buildings,  or  the  erection  of  new  at  great 
expense. 

That  there  may  be  a  carefully  guarded  provision  for  the  destruction 
of  some  of  these  papers  after  they  are  outlawed-  or  can  no  longer  affect 
public  rights,  would  seem  practicable. 

In  view  of  the  varied  opinions,  it  does  not  seem  worth  while  to  ask 
for  immediate  legislation  ;  but  the  subject  should  receive  consideration 
by  the  county  officers  who  are  to  provide,  and  the  |>eople  who  are  to 
pay  for,  buildings  in  which  to  store  these  papers 

PcBLic  Documents. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  422  of  the  Act;*  of  190H, 
the  follo\\'ing  towns  have  voted  not  to  receive  the  .series  of 
public  documents,  and  their  action  lias  been  ratified  by  the 
commissioner,  in  accordance  with  the  act :  Carver,  East 
Longmeadow,  Egremont,  Grafton,  Hamilton,  Monterey, 
Montgomery,  Mount  Washington,  and  New  Ashford. 

Printixo. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  follow- 
ing towns  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  chajx- 
ter  470  of  the  Acts  of  11KJ2 :  Ashbumham,  BrookHeld, 
Danvers  (Vol.  I.),  Methuen,  Scituate  (Vols.  I.  and  II.), 
Sharon,  Spencer,  and  Winchester. 

Manual  of  the  Ljiir>rsf.ATf  rr. 

At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  .Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitle^'!  **  Counties, 
Cities,  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  Manual,  is  fjre- 
pared  by  the  commissioner,  who  has  rontinaed  t/;  receive 
from  the  department  on  the  top^^^apbical  survey  and  map 
of  the  State,  of  the  B^-jard  of  fIar^K>r  and  f>and  Commis- 
sioners, the  benefit  of  lU  exhaustive  search  of  all  r^-cords. 
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TrpEWRiTiNG  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chap- 
ter 35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts 
of  1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  other  devices  used 
for  printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps, 
made  by  any  of  the  manu&cturers  named  below,  are  ap- 
proved for  use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  of  the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns  therein. 
The  use  of  any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  CarlK>n  Company,  Rochester,  X.  Y. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street,  New  York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Mauufjutured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  162  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,  New 
York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester, 
N.  Y. 

Du-ra-bul  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufac^tured  by  The  Dodge  Company,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

How-Ko  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  ilow  Company,  Old  Town,  Me. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller- Bryant- Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  III. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Kecord  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Cotton  King  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Mannfacttired  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 
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)iamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  8.  T.  Smith  ComiMuiy,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

Jnderwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  Na  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  ft  Co.,  SO  Yesey  Street,  New  York. 

ilack  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Bibbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson  streets, 
Pliiladelphia. 

^aragoD,  Premier,  Inyincible,  Monarch,  and  Success  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons,  and  Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

rhe  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  147. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Stamping  Pads. 
The  Carter's  Ink  Company *s  Black  Record  Pad,  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  102  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston. 

Juperb  Immediate  Drying  Pad  (Black). 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  A  Uoiihan,  Inc.,  201  Broadway,  New  York. 

Jnion  Typewriter  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridgeport, 
Conn.  (Same  ink  as  used  on  the  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  applied  to  any  plain 
uninked  pad.) 

HENRY  E.   WOODS, 

Commissioner, 
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Typewriting  Ribbons  ani>  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chap- 
ter 35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts 
of  1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  other  devices  used 
for  printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps, 
made  by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  ap- 
proved for  use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  of  the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns  therein. 
The  use  of  any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street,  New  York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  162  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Colun»bia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,  New 
York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester, 
N.  V. 

Du-ra-bul  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Dodge  Company,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

IIow-Ko  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  How  Company,  GUI  Town,  Me. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactuieii  l>y  Imperial  Manufactunnjj^  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lex  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufacture(i  by  A.  1*.  Little,  Rochestt^r,  N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Hryant-lMerce  Company,  Aurora,  III. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Hecord  Kibbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manulacturt'd  by  Mitiag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Cotton  King  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 
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Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Mannfactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  80  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson  streets, 
Philadelphia. 

Paragon,  Premier,  Inyincible,  Monarch,  and  Success  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons,  and  Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  147. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Stamping  Pads. 
The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad,  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  162  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston. 

Superb  Immediate  Drying  Pad  (Black). 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  &  Holihan,  Inc.,  201  Broadway,  New  York. 

Union  Typewriter  Company^s  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridgeport, 
Conn.  (Same  ink  as  used  on  the  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  applied  to  any  plain 
uninked  pad.) 

HENRY  E.   WOODS, 

Commissioner, 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  31,  1910. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  nineteenth  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  twenty-third  in  the  series  of  reports 
on  the  public  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  public  records  —  of  registries  of  deeds  and 
probate,  the  courts,  or  of  the  various  city  and  town  depart- 
ments —  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  following 
110  places:  Acton,  Acushnet,  Ashburnham,  Ashland,  Athol, 
Auburn,    Barnstable,    Belchertown,    Bcllingham,    Berkley, 
Boston,  Brewster,  Brimfield,  Brookfield,  Cambridge,  Canton, 
Carlisle,    Concord,    Dana,    Dartmouth,    Dedham,    Dennis, 
Dighton,  Dudley,  Eastham,  Enfield,  Fairhaven,  Fall  River, 
Fitchburg,  Freetown,  Gardner,  Goshen,  Granby,  Greenfield, 
Greenwich,  Hardwick,  Harwich,  Holland,  Holyoke,  Hopkin- 
ton,  Hubbardston,  Lakeville,  Leicester,  Leominster,  Lincoln, 
Marion,   Marlborough,   Mattapoisett,   Middleborough,   Mill- 
bury,  Milton,  Monson,  Xeedham,  New  Bedford,  New  Brain- 
tree,   Newbury,   Newburyport,   New   Salem,   Northampton, 
North  Brookfield,  Northfield,  Norwood,  Oakham,  Orange, 
Orleans,  Palmer,  Paxton,  Pelham,  Phillipston,  Plymouth, 
Prescott,  Provincetown,  Quincy,  Reading,  Rehoboth,  Roches- 
ter,  Rockport,    Royalston,    Rutland,    Seekonk,    Shutesbury, 
Somerset,  Southborough,  Southbridge,  South  Hadley,  Spen- 
cer,  Stoneham,   Stoughton,   Sturbridge,   Sudbury,   Swansea, 
Templeton,    Truro,    Uxbridge,    Wakefield,    Wales,    Ware, 
Wareham,    Warren,    Warwick,    Webster,    Wellfleet,    West 
Brookfield,    Weston,    Westport,    Whitman,    Williamsburg, 
Winchendon,  Woburn,  and  Worcester. 


Afpbovbd  bt 
The  State  Board  of  Pubucation. 
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Office  of  the  Commtssioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  31,  1910. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  nineteenth  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  twenty-third  in  the  series  of  reports 
on  the  public  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  public  records  —  of  registries  of  deeds  and 
probate,  the  courts,  or  of  the  various  city  and  town  depart- 
ments —  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  following 
110  places:  Acton,  Acushnet,  Ashburnham,  Ashland,  Athol, 
Auburn,    Barnstable,    Belchertown,    Belliugham,    Berkley, 
Boston,  Brewster,  Brimfield,  Brookfield,  Cambridge,  Canton, 
Carlisle,    Concord,    Dana,    Dartmouth,    Dedham,    Dennis, 
Dighton,  Dudley,  Eastham,  Enfield,  Fairhaven,  Fall  River, 
Fitchburg,  Freetown,  Gardner,  Goshen,  Granby,  Greenfield, 
Greenwich,  Hardwick,  Harwich,  Holland,  Holyoke,  Hopkin- 
ton,  Hubbardston,  Lakeville,  Leicester,  Leominster,  Lincoln, 
Marion,   Marlborough,   Mattapoisett,   Middleborough,   Mill- 
bury,  Milton,  Monson,  Needham,  New  Bedford,  New  Brain- 
tree,   Newbury,   Newburyport,   New   Salem,   Northampton, 
North  Brookfield,  Northfield,  Norwood,  Oakham,  Orange, 
Orleans,  Palmer,  Paxton,  Pelham,  Phillipston,  Plymouth, 
Prescott,  Provincetown,  Quincy,  Reading,  Rehoboth,  Roches- 
ter,  Rockport,    Royalston,   Rutland,    Seekonk,    Shutesbury, 
Somerset,  Southborough,  Southbridge,  South  Hadley,  Spen- 
cer,  Stoneham,   Stoughton,   Sturbridge,   Sudbury,   Swansea, 
Templeton,    Truro,    Uxbridge,    Wakefield,    Wales,    Ware, 
Wareham,    Warren,    Warwick,    Webster,    Wellfleet,    West 
Brookfield,    Weston,    Westport,    Whitman,    Williamsburg, 
Winchendon,  Wobum,  and  Worcester. 
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In  many  of  these  cities  and  towns,  as  the  result  of  the 
inspections,  vaults  have  been,  or  are  to  be,  built  or  refitted, 
safes  have  been  purchased,  or  other  measures  taken  to  safe- 
guard the  records. 

Special  Action. 

Bills  for  a  new  court  house  at  Quincy  and  a  new  city  hall 
at  Northampton  —  involving  the  fireproof  protection  of 
records,  at  the  instance  of  the  commissioner  —  were  en- 
acted by  the  Legislature  during  the  year;  and  action,  fol- 
lowing a  recommendation  of  the  commissioner,  has  been  taken 
by  the  county  commissioners  for  the  better  protection  of 
records  at  Barnstable,  Chicopee,  Concord,  Dedham,  Orange, 
Provincetovm,  Stoughton,  Uxbridge,  and  Worcester. 

Court  proceedings,  for  violation  of  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 18,  chapter  35,  Revised  Laws,  were  commenced  in  June 
against  the  members  of  the  city  council  of  Cambridge,  but 
were  withdrawn  upon  their  complying  with  the  statute. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 

Records  have  been  repaired  or  bound  during  the  year  by 
the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company  for  the  following 
j)laces:  Athol,  Auburn,  Barnstable,  Blackstone,  Bourne,  Box- 
ford,  Enfield,  Freetown,  Goshen,  Haverhill,  Hawley,  Hull, 
Leyden,  Marion,  Xorton,  Orange,  Paxton,  Rochester,  Rut- 
land, Scituate,  Shirley,  Shutesbury,  Stoneham,  Sudbury, 
Warwick,  Williamsburg,  Wilmington,  Windsor,  and  Yar- 
mouth. Also  for  the  counties  of  Bristol,  Middlesex,  Plvm- 
outh,  Suffolk,  and  Worcester.  In  many  instances  the  re- 
pairs were  made  by  order  of  the  commissioner. 

FiBES. 

At  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Dec.  22,  1909,  the  town 
hall  of  Leominster  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  the 
building  was  totally  destroyed,  but  no  records  were  lost 
A  visit  of  the  commissioner,  three  months  before,  had  re- 
sulted in  the  purchase  of  some  additional  safes  by  the  au- 
thorities, so  that  all  the  public  records  of  the  town  were 
protected. 

At  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  May  23,  1910,  the  home 
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of  the  town  clerk  of  Windsor,  where  his  current  records  were 
kept  in  a  safe,  was  burned  to  the  ground.  Some  bindings 
of  the  books  were  scorched  and  warped,  but  they  have  been 
repaired  and  nothing  was  destroyed. 

Public  Documents. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  1908 
the  following  towns  have  voted  not  to  receive  the  series  of 
public  documents,  and  their  action  has  been  ratified  by  the 
commissioner  in  accordance  with  the  act:  Becket,  Granville, 
Hatfield,  Heath,  Leverett,  Plainfield,  Southampton,  Tolland, 
and  Wilbraham. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Athol,  Bolton,  Danvers  (Vol.  11.), 
Haverhill  (Vol.  I.),  Natick,  Tisbury,  Warren,  Wayland, 
Weymouth  (Vols.  I.  and  II.),  and  Wrentham  (Vol.  I.). 

The  following  publication  has  also  been  issued :  — 

Probate  Index,  Norfolk  County,  Massachusetts.     (2  Vols.)     1793- 
1900.    Dedham,  Massachusetts,  1910. 

Destruction  of  Obsolete  Papers. 

Chapter  287  of  the  Acts  of  1910,  permitting  the  destruc- 
tion of  papers  and  files  (but  not  the  docket  books)  which  have 
been  completed  over  twenty  years  in  criminal  cases  in  the 
lower  courts,  has  given  considerable  relief  to  county  commis- 
sioners who  had  to  provide  fireproof  quarters  for,  and  to 
court  clerks  who  had  the  care  of,  such  useless  records. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 

At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitled  "  Counties, 
Cities,  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  "  Manual,"  is 
prepared  by  the  commissioner,  who  has  continued  to  receive 
from  the  department  on  the  topographical  survey  and  map  of 
the  State,  of  the  Board  of  Harbor  and  Land  Commissioners, 
the  benefit  of  its  exhaustive  search  of  all  records. 
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REPBiNTiPfG  OF  Tenth  Report. 

There  have  been  many  requests  for  copies  of  the  tenth 
report  of  this  department,  for  the  year  1897, — containing 
valuable  historical  data  relating  to  "  Churches,  Parishes, 
Precincts,  and  Religious  Societies,  past  and  present,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts,"—  which  could  not  be  supplied  because  the 
edition  is  out  of  print.  As  the  stereotype  plates  of  that 
report  are  in  existence,  and  the  expense  of  printing  a  further 
small  edition  would  be  moderate,  it  is  recommended  that 
the  commissioner  be  permitted  to  have  200  copies  printed. 

Typewriting  Ribbons  and   Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chap- 
ter 35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts 
of  1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  other  devices  used 
for  printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps, 
made  by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  ap- 
proved for  use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  of  the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns  therein. 
The  use  of  any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly-  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Hibhons. 
Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  X.  Y. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank   Bayer  Company,   22   North  William   Street,   New 
York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured    by    The    Carter's    Ink    Company,    First    and    Athennoum    streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,   New 
York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured     by     Crown     Ribbon     and     Carbon     Manufacturing     Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Du-ra-bul  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Dodge  Company,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
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How-Ko  Bnnd  Bli^tk  SMiirt  UiikiEi^ 

Empress  Bnoi  B^wk  Sitr-.rL  Uimm. 

Kee  Lox  BUck  R«»Mrc  3;L:i»it.ii- 

Little*s  Satin  Fr^-i^"*   ti,i  'jitiC  *Kas.  2*miiik.  ^ofsc  jfewf/vrc  KitnAMifc. 

Carnation  Brand  Kj^  L«e^  *:c  xlinuin^ 

Eureka  Brand  Sj«e*itl  B^^£  ire^i*!^  iLJuv.ii-  Uij:  Nt.  I.i>^. 

Cotton  King  hlhtJL  S*^.»rc  LinWn 

Diamond  Braiid  O^'-ii:^  Bib'.**:  iitrtruit  irwuuin..  1:11.  Mv.  (?i^J. 

Underwood's  Bla^k  ii*r^:*:L  juhiuui.-  iiu;  Nt  .  iiOC. 

Black  Re€^^rd  Ribbon. 

Ktreelc  PLIlad»:':ph!fc 

Paragon.  Premier.  Jrvlij^-iui*:.  M«jria?ei.-  aijc   hu*>:*sot  hinn4\tj  hiiXA'M 
Reeord  Ribbc»Dfe.  uuC  Vi*;:  Bux'tt:  Ke*:u»c  Pao. 

Mannfaetnrfsd    lij-    Tiit    Viuui.    'i  .«j#»-»  nurf    '.-uuii^^ji;     Hiuij^A.    ti^l'jt^     iijidi^i 
port,  Coxiii. 

The  Webster  Suir  Braijc  Bia'.-j:  h*^:ijix  Kibboi .  iiii<  So.  147, 
The  Carter's  luk  Comjiai-yV  Bi<i«ri[  K^r^ruic  Pa<J,  ajid  J-'ad  Juk. 

Manufactured    bv    Tiit    f^txruir  t    Iiii.    <;vui;/«iij.<^ .    >ii»»    uuti    AIImjiu-huj    btnct.- 
Cambridge.    Mabf . 

Superb  Immediate  Jjryin^'  Pad  '  Biack  > . 

Manufactured  br  Bt«wart  ^-  lioliiuiu.   lu'.-  .  20 J   iii:vij4M-ii>,   iNi:w   Yoih 

Union  Tyj>ewriler  Company V  Black  Ke<;oid  J-'ud  Jiik. 

Manufactured    by    Tiie    I'ljiun    T\>fwriUjr    <;wUipuii>.    Kibix;ji    Fuctoi>,    iinU^i- 
port,   Coun.      (Same   ink   a>i   umkI   oli   tkc    Yo»t    t^x>e write/-   pud,    und    ui>|iiiiU 
to  anr  plain   uninJced  pad.; 

C'ommibtiiunt  i\ 


Appbovkd  bt 
Thb  Stati  Board  or  Pubucatioh. 
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Office  op  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  31,  1910. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  nineteenth  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  twenty-third  in  the  series  of  reports 
on  the  public  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  public  records  —  of  registries  of  deeds  and 
probate,  the  courts,  or  of  the  various  city  and  town  depart- 
ments —  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  following 
110  places:  Acton,  Acushnet,  Ashburnham,  Ashland,  Athol, 
Auburn,    Barnstable,    Belchertown,    Bellingham,    Berkley, 
Boston,  Brewster,  Brimfield,  Brookfield,  Cambridge,  Canton, 
Carlisle,    Concord,    Dana,    Dartmouth,    Dedham,    Dennis, 
Dighton,  Dudley,  Eastham,  Enfield,  Fairhaven,  Fall  River, 
Fitchburg,  Freetown,  Gardner,  Goshen,  Granby,  Greenfield, 
Greenwich,  Hardwick,  Harwich,  Holland,  Holyoke,  Hopkin- 
ton,  Hubbardston,  Lakeville,  Leicester,  Leominster,  Lincoln, 
Marion,   Marlborough,   Mattapoisett,   Middleborough,   Mill- 
bury,  Milton,  Monson,  Xeedham,  Xew  Bedford,  New  Brain- 
tree,   Newbury,   Newburyport,   New   Salem,   Northampton, 
North  Brookfield,  Northfield,  Norwood,  Oakham,  Orange, 
Orleans,  Palmer,  Paxton,  Pelham,  Phillipston,  Plymouth, 
Prescott,  Provincetown,  Quincy,  Reading,  Rehoboth,  Roches- 
ter,  Rockport,    Royalston,    Rutland,    Seekonk,    Shutesbury, 
Somerset,  Southborough,  Southbridge,  South  Hadley,  Spen- 
cer,  Stoneham,   Stoughton,   Sturbridge,  Sudbury,   Swansea, 
Templeton,    Truro,    Uxbridge,    Wakefield,    Wales,    Ware, 
Wareham,    Warren,    Warwick,    Webster,    Wellfleet,    West 
Brookfield,    Weston,    Westport,    Whitman,    Williamsburg, 
Winchendon,  Wobum,  and  Worcester. 
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Reprinting  of  Tenth  Report. 

There  have  been  many  requests  for  copies  of  the  teo 
report  of  this  department,  for  the  year  1897,  —  containi 
valuable  historical  data  relating  to  "  Churches,  Parishi 
Precincts,  and  Religious  Societies,  past  and  present,  in  M; 
sachusetts,"  —  which  could  not  be  supplied  because  t 
edition  is  out  of  print.  As  the  stereotype  plates  of  tl 
report  are  in  existence,  and  the  expense  of  printing  a  furtl 
small  edition  would  be  moderate,  it  is  recommended  tl 
the  commissioner  be  permitted  to  have  200  copies  printed. 

Typewriting  Ribbons  and   Stamping   Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  0  of  cha 
ter  35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Ac 
of  1908,  the  following  ribl)ons,  pads,  and  other  devices  us 
for  printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamj 
made  by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  a 
])roved  for  use  u])on  the  public  records  of  the  Conimo 
wealth,  and  of  the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns  therei 
The  use  of  any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  nam 
f)f  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preferen<»e.     T 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  liihhons. 
?]aglc  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester.   N.  Y. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank   Bayer  Company,   22   North  William   Street,    N 
;  York. 

j  Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

f  Manufactured    by    The    Carter's    Ink    Company,    First    and    Athenspum    Ktre» 

'  Cambridge,   Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 


Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,   X 
York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured     by     Crown     Ribbon     and     Carlwn     Manufacturing     Compai 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Du-ra-biil  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Dodge  Company,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
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low-Ko  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  How  Company,  Old  Town,  Me. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black*  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,   111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Cotton  King  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S,  T.  Smith  Company,   11   Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  0th  and  Thompson 
streets,  Philadelphia. 

Paragon,  Premier,  Invincible,  Monarch,  and  Success  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons,  and  Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  147. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Stamping  Pads. 
The  Carter's  Ink  Comi)any's  Black  Record  Pad,  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenaeum  streets, 
Cambridge,    Mass. 

Superb  Immediate  Drying  Pad  (Black). 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  &  Holihan,  Inc.,  201  Broadway,  New  York. 

Union  Typewriter  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridge- 
I>ort,  Conn.  (Same  ink  as  used  on  the  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  applied 
to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

HENEY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner, 


!! 


'. 


Approved  bt 
The  State  Board  of  Pubucation. 
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West  Jfewbury,  West  Springfield,  West  Tisbury,  WestW 
oTigli,  Westfield,  Weymouth,  Williamstown,  Winthrop,  and 
Wrentham. 

City  and  Town  Recobds. 

In  many  of  the  cities  and  towns  visited  by  the  commis- 
sioner, and  as  the  result  of  his  inspections,  vaults  have  been, 
or  are  to  be,  built  or  refitted,  safes  have  been  purchased, 
rooms  have  been  fireproofed,  or  other  measures  taken  to  safe 
guard  the  records. 

County  Recoeds. 

Action,  following  a  recommendation  of  the  comimissioner, 
has  been  taken  during  the  year  by  the  various  county  com- 
missioners for  the  better  protection  of  records  in  the  courts 
at  Adams,  Cambridge,  Clinton,  Dedham,  Gardner,  Lee,  Mai- 
den, Xorth  Adams,  Northampton,  Salem,  Somerville,  Spring- 
fic^ld,  and  Uxbridge. 

RErAIRING  AND  BiNDING. 

Ivccords  have  been  repaired  or  bound  during  the  year  by 
tlie  lunery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most  instances 
l)y  order  of  the  eomniissioner,  for  the  following  places:  Ash- 
Iniid.  Brookficld,  Cambridge,  Carlisle,  Dunstable,  Holden, 
TTollaiid,  TTopkinton,  Lakeville,  Lancaster,  Mendon,  ISTorth- 
bi'idire,  Plympton,  Rowley,  Salisbury,  Scituate,  Sterling, 
Stoiiehnm,  T^xbridge,  Wrentham,  and  Yarmouth.  Also,  for 
the  counties  of  P)arnstable,  Middlesex,  Plymouth,  and 
Worcester. 

Pikes. 

At  l.oO  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Dec.  7,  1910,  a  fire  was 
diser>V(^red  in  the  old  liigh  school  house  at  Lawrence,  which 
complete] v  irntted  the  bnildinir  and  destroved  some  records 
and  papers  of  the  building  inspector  whoso  office  was  on  the 
first  floor. 

Parly  in  the  morning  of  Peb.  28,  1011,  a  fire  consumed 
tlie  bnildin2:  at  Stoughton  in  which  the  Southern  District 
Court  of  T^orfolk  County  was  held,  but  a  large  safe  for  the 
files  and  dockets,  which  had  been  installed  the  previous  Octo- 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Bbcokds, 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  30, 1911. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twentieth  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  twenty-fourth  in  the  series  of  reports 
on  the  public  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  public  records  —  of  registries  of  deeds  and 
probate,  the  courts,  or  of  the  various  city  and  town  depart- 
ments —  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  following  130 
places:  Abington,  Adams,  Agawam,  Alford,  Amesbury,  Ash- 
land, Avon,  Bedford,  Berlin,  Beverly,  Billerica,  Bolton, 
Boston,  Boxford,  Braintree,  Carlisle,  Chelsea,  Cheshire, 
Chicopee,  Chilmark,  Clarksburg,  Clinton,  Cohasset,  Dalton, 
Danvers,  Douglas,  Dracut,  Duxbury,  East  Longmeadow, 
Easton,  Edgartown,  Egremont,  Essex,  Foxborough,  Frank- 
lin, Gay  Head,  Georgetown,  Gloucester,  Gb-eat  Barrington, 
Groveland,  Halifax,  Hamilton,  Hanover,  Hanson,  Harvard, 
Haverhill,  Hingham,  Hinsdale,  Holbrook,  Holden,  Hoped  ale, 
Hudson,  Hull,  Ipswich,  Kingston,  Lancaster,  Lawrence,  Lee, 
Lenox,  Lexington,  Longmeadow,  Lowell,  Lynn,  Lynnfield, 
Maiden,  Manchester,  Mansfield,  Marshfield,  Mendon,  Merri- 
mac,  Methuen,  Middleton,  Milford,  Monterey,  Mount  Wash- 
ington, New  Marlborough,  Newburyport,  Norfolk,  North 
Adams,  North  Andover,  North  Attleborough,  North  Reading, 
Northampton,  Northborough,  Northbridge,  Norton,  Norwell, 
Oak  Bluffs,  Oxford,  Peabody,  Pembroke,  Pittsfield,  Plain- 
ville,  Princeton,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Raynham,  Revere,  Rock- 
land, Rockport,  Rowley,  Salisbury,  Sandisfield,  Savoy,  Scit- 
uate,  Sheffield,  Shrewsbury,  Southwick,  Springfield,  Sterling, 
Stockbridge,  Sutton,  Tewksbury,  Tisbury,  Topsfield,  Upton, 
Uxbridge,    Walpole,    Wareham,    Wenham,    West    Boylston, 
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West  Newbury,  West  Springfield,  West  Tisbury,  WestW 
oiigh,  West  field,  Weymouth,  Williamstown,  Winthrop,  and 
Wrentham. 

City  and  Town  Eecobds. 

In  many  of  the  cities  and  towns  visited  by  the  commis- 
sioner, and  as  the  result  of  his  inspections,  vaults  have  been, 
or  are  to  be,  built  or  refitted,  safes  have  been  purchased, 
rooms  have  been  fireproofed,  or  other  measures  taken  to  safe- 
guard the  records. 

County  Records. 

Action,  following  a  recommendation  of  the  commissioner, 
has  been  taken  during  the  year  by  the  various  county  com- 
missioners for  the  better  protection  of  records  in  the  courts 
at  Adams,  Cambridge,  Clinton,  Dedham,  Gardner,  Lee,  Mai- 
den, North  Adams,  Northampton,  Salem,  Somerville,  Spring- 
field, and  Uxbridge. 

Repaibing  and  Binding. 

Records  have  been  repaired  or  bound  during  the  year  by 
the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most  instances 
by  order  of  the  commissioner,  for  the  following  places :  Ash- 
land, Brookfield,  Cambridge,  Carlisle,  Dunstable,  Holden, 
Holland,  Hopkinton,  Lakeville,  Lancaster,  Mendon,  North- 
bridge,  Plympton,  Rowley,  Salisbury,  Scituate,  Sterling, 
Stoneham,  Uxbridge,  Wrentham,  and  Yarmouth.  Also,  for 
the  counties  of  Barnstable,  Middlesex,  Plymouth,  and 
Worcester. 

PiRES. 

At  1.30  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Dec.  7,  1910,  a  fire  was 
discovered  in  the  old  high  school  house  at  Lawrence,  which 
completely  gutted  the  building  and  destroyed  some  records 
and  papers  of  the  building  inspector  whose  office  was  on  the 
first  floor. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Peb.  28,  1911,  a  fire  consumed 
the  building  at  Stoughton  in  which  the  Southern  District 
Court  of  N'orfolk  County  was  held,  but  a  large  safe  for  the 
files  and  dockets,  which  had  been  installed  the  previous  Octo- 
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ber  by  order  of  the  commissioner,  prevented  any  loss  of 
records. 

At  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  July  20,  1911,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  the  town  hall  of  Braintree,  which  destroyed  most  of 
the  building,  but  no  records  were  lost.  The  town  safes,  and 
a  new  vault  which  had  been  built  by  order  of  the  commis- 
sioner and  inspected  by  him  only  two  days  before  the  fire, 
were  not  badly  damaged. 

Public  Documents. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  1908, 
the  following  towns  have  voted  not  to  receive  the  series  of 
public  documents,  and  their  action  has  been  ratified  by  the 
commissioner  in  accordance  with  the  act:  Barnstable,  Brew- 
ster, Harvard,  Lakeville,  Marion,  Orange,  Palmer,  Paxton, 
Prescott,  Rehoboth,  Rochester,  Rowe,  and  Sandisfield. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470 
of  the  Acts  of  1902 :  Andover  (Vol.  I.),  Chester,  Foxborough, 
Hanson,  Ipswich  (Vol.  I.),  Leominster,  Newburyport  (Vol. 
L),  Pembroke,  West  Boylston,  and  Wrentham  (Vol.  II.). 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 

At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitled  "  Counties, 
Cities,  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  "  Manual ",  pre- 
pared  by  the  commissioner,  has  been  revised  and  extended. 

Typewriting  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chap- 
ter 35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts 
of  1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  other  devices  used 
for  printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made 
by  aiiy  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
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the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns  therein.     The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 
Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rocheater,  N.  T. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street.  New 
York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured   by   The   Carter's   Ink   Company,    First    and   Athenteum   streets. 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured    by    Columbia    Ribbon    and    Carbon    Manufacturing    Company, 
New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured     by     Crown     Ribbon     and     Carbon     Manufacturing     Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Dodge  Company,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  ni. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Yolger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Ohashi  ft  Co.,  805  Broadway,  New  York. 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,   N.  J. 
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Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

American  and  How-Ko  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Storms  Company,  11  and  18  Vandewater  Street, 
New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  ft  Co.,  80  Yesey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Co.,  9th  and  Thompson  streets, 
Philadelphia. 

Paragon,  Premier,  Invincible,  Monarch,  and  Success  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons,  and  Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  832  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Stamping  Pads, 
The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad,  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athennum  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Superb  Immediate  Drying  Pad  (Black). 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  ft  Holihan,  Inc.,  201  Broadway,  New  York. 

The  Union  Typewriter  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridge- 
port, Conn.  (Same  ink  as  used  on  the  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  applied 
to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

HENEY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pubuc  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Deo.  31,  1912. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twenty-first  annual  report 
of  this  commission,  being  the  twenty-fifth  in  the  series  of 
reports  on  the  public  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  public  records  —  of  registries  of  deeds  and 
probate,  the  courts,  or  of  the  various  city  and  town  depart- 
ments—  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  following 
137  places:  Andover,  Ashbumham,  Ashfield,  Athol,  Barn- 
stable, Barre,  Becket,  Bellingham,  Belmont,  Bemardston, 
Blackstone,  Blandford,  Boston,  Bourne,  Brookline,  Buck- 
land,  Burlington,  Charlemont,  Chatham,  Chelmsford,  Ches- 
ter, Chesterfield,  Colrain,  Conway,  Cummington,  Dana, 
Deerfield,  Easthampton,  Erving,  Everett,  Fairhaven,  Fal- 
mouth, Florida,  Framingham,  Gardner,  Gill,  Gloucester, 
Goshen,  Gosnold,  Grafton,  Granville,  Greenfield,  Hancock, 
Harwich,  Hatfield,  Hawley,  Heath,  HoUiston,  Hol- 
yoke,  Hopkinton,  Hubbardston,  Hudson,  Huntington,  Ips- 
wich, Lanesborough,  Lee,  Leverett,  Leyden,  Lowell,  Lynn, 
Maiden,  Marblehead,  Mashpee,  Medfield,  Medford,  Med- 
way,  Melrose,  Mendon,  Middlefield,  Millbury,  Millis,  Mil- 
ton, Monroe,  Montague,  Montgomery,  Nantucket,  Natick, 
New  Ashford,  New  Bedford,  Newburyport,  New  Salem, 
Newton,  Northampton,  Northbridge,  Northfield,  Oak  Bluffs, 
Orange,  Otis,  Peru,  Petersham,  Phillipston,  Pittsfield,  Plain- 
field,  Reading,  Richmond,  Rowe,  Royalston,  Russell,  Salem, 
Sandwich,  Saugus,  Seekonk,  Shelbume,   Sherbom,  Shutes- 
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bury,  Soraen'ille,  Southampton,  South  Hadlej,  Springfield, 
Stoneliam,  Sunderland,  Swampscott,  Templeton,  Tollaiii 
Tyringham,  Uxbridge,  Wakefield,  Warwick,  Washington. 
Waterto\vn,  Wayland,  Wellesley,  Wendell,  Westfield,  West- 
hampton,  Westminster,  West  Stockbridge,  Whately,  Wil- 
liamsburg, Wilmington,  Winchendon,  Winchester,  Windsor, 
Winthrop,  Woburn,  Worthington  and  Yarmouth. 

Action. 

In  nearly  all  of  the  coimties,  cities  and  towns  visited  by 
the  commissioner,  and  as  the  result  of  his  inspections  and 
recommendations,  measures  have  been  taken  for  the  better 
protection  of  records. 

The  commissioner  has  examined  and  passed  upon  a  num- 
ber of  plans  for  contemplated  buildings,  fireproof  rooms  and 
vaults  for  public  records,  with  their  non-combustible  fittings, 
as  well  as  many  buildings,  rooms  and  vaults  wholly  or  partly 
constructed,  and  fireproof  safes  that  have  been  purchased, 
lie  has  also  searched  for,  and  recovered,  some  missing  rec- 
ords; and  has  made  investigations,  and  answered  innumera- 
ble inquiries,  in  a  variety  of  matters  more  or  less  connected 
with  the  department. 

The  perpetual  increase  and  multiplying  of  records,  with 
the  necessity  for  additional  provision  to  be  made  for  their 
protection,  and  the  frequent  changing  of  recording  officers 
and  the  places  of  custody  of  records,  require  constant  atten- 
tion and  supervision  by  the  commissioner. 

Repairing  axd  Binding. 

Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated  or  bound  during  the 
year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most 
instances  bv  order  of  the  commissioner,  for  the  following 
places:  Ashfield,  Chelmsford,  Colrain,  Dana,  Everett,  Gay 
Head,  Gloucester,  Granville,  Hancock,  HoUiston,  Ipswich, 
Mashpee,  New  Braintree,  New  Marlborough,  Rockport,  Sud- 
bury, Swansea,  Uxbridge,  Westfield,  West  Springfield  and 
Windsor.  Also,  for  the  counties  of  Bristol,  ^Middlesex, 
Plymouth  and  Worcester. 
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FiBES. 

About  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Oct.  18,  1912,  a  fire  did 
onsiderable  damage  to  the  town  hall  of  Avon,  but  it  did 
tot  reach  the  room  where  the  safes  containing  public  records 

jre  kept. 

At  9.30  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Xov.  7,  1912,  a  fire 
>artly  destroyed  the  town  hall  of  East  Bridgewater,  but  the 
own  offices  and  public  records  were  not  in  the  hall  building. 

Public  Documents. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  1908, 
he  following  towns  have  voted  not  to  receive  the  series  of 
jublic  documents,  and  their  action  has  been  ratified  by  the 
jonmiissioner  in  accordance  with  the  act :  Acushnet,  Florida, 
jrill,  Halifax,  Harwich,  North  Andover,  North  Beading, 
?hillipston,  Raynham,  Richmond,  Sturbridge,  Washington 
md  Wendell. 

Pbinting. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
;owns  have  been  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470 
)f  the  Acts  of  1902:  Andover  (Vol.  II.),  Haverhill  (Vol. 
CL),  Ipswich  (Vol.  II.),  and  Xewbury  (Vols.  I.  and  II.). 

Manuai.  of  the  Legislatube. 

At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
;he  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitled  "  Counties, 
Cities,  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  ''  Manual,"  pre- 
pared by  the  commissioner,  has  been  revised  and  extended. 

Typewbitee  Ribboxs  and  Stamimno  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Re\ased  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  other  devices  used 
For  printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made 
3y  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
lise  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
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the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns  therein.     The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 
Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Bocbester,  X.  T. 

Non-filling  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  AuH  and  Wiborg  Company,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street.  Kev 
York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured   by   The   Carter's    Ink    Company,    First    and    Athenieum   streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,  111 
West  Broadway,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured     by     Crown     Ribbon     and     Carbon     Manufacturing     Companr, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Koo  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kec  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

liitlle'H  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Ulack  Record  Ribbon. 

MaiMifnriured   by   Manifold    Supplies   Company,    188   Third   Avenue,    Brooklyn, 
N.  V. 

CiirniHion  IJniiul  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Mnnufncturi'd  by  Miller- Bryant*Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  III. 
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Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  hj  H.  Ohashi  &  Oo.,  895  Broadway,  New  York. 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brooklyn,  N.  T. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

American  and  How-Ko  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Storms  Company,  11  and  13  Vandewater  Street,  New 
York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson 
streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Paragon,  Premier,  Invincible,  Monarch,  and  Success  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons,  and  Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  382  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Stamping  Pads, 
The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenaeum  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Superb  Immediate  Drying  Pad  (Black). 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  &  Holihan,  Inc.,  201  Broadway,  New  York. 

The  Union  Typewriter  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridge- 
port, Conn.  (Same  ink  as  used  on  the  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  applied 
to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  B.  O.  Volger  Manufacturing  Company,  29  Franklin  Avenue, 
Passaic,  N.  J. 

HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commiasioner. 
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the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns  therein.     The  use  of 
anv  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names 
of  the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 
Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Bochester,  N.  Y. 

Non-filling  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Ault  and  Wiborg  Company,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,   22  North  William   Street,  New 
York. 

Carter^s  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured   by   The   Carter's   Ink   Company,    First    and    Athenaeum    itreeta, 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,   111 
West  Broadway,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufncturod     by     Crown     Ribbon     and     Carbon     Manufacturing     Company. 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by   Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,   Newark,   N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  I.ox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y". 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by    Manifold    Rui)])lies   Company,    188   Third   Avenue,    Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 
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Public  Documents. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  1908, 
the  following  towns  have  voted  not  to  receive  the  series  rf 
public  documents,  and  their  action  has  been  ratified  by  the 
commissioner  in  accordance  with  the  act:  Barre,  Blandford, 
Dartmouth,  Hancock,  Medfield,  Nantucket,  Savoy,  Scituate, 
Shutesbury,  South  Hadley,  Sutton,  and  Warwick. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470 
of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Carver,  Duxbury,  Framingham,  Hopkin- 
ton,    Hull,    Xewburyport    (Vol.   H.),   Sherborn,    Stow,    and 

Worthington. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 

At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitled  "Counties, 
Cities  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,''  in  the  "Manual,"  pre- 
pared by  the  commissioner,  has  been  revised  and  extended. 

Typewriter  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  other  devices  used  for 
printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made 
by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  (\)mmonwealth,  and  of 
the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names  of 
the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The  name 
of  the  manufacturer  should  be  ])articularly  noted  in  con- 
nection with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  31,  1913. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  Hov^e  of  Representatives, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twenty-second  annual  re- 
port of  this  commission,  being  the  twenty-sixth  in  the  series 
of  reports  on  the  pubUc  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  the  care,  custody,  and  protection  against  fire 
of  public  records  of  departments  and  institutions  of  the 
Commonwealth,  of  registries,  courts,  and  oflBces  of  the 
counties,  and  of  departments  and  offices  of  the  cities  and 
towns  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  following  147 
places:  Adams,  Agawam,  Amesbury,  Amherst,  Ariington, 
Ashby,  Auburn,  Ayer,  Barnstable,  Belchertown,  Bellingham, 
Bemardston,  Beveriy,  Blandford,  Boston,  Boylston,  Bridge- 
water,  Brimfield,  Brockton,  Brookfield,  Brookline,  Cam- 
bridge, Canton,  Chariton,  Chicopee,  Clarksburg,  Clinton, 
Concord,  Danvers,  Dedham,  Deerfield,  Douglas,  Dover, 
Dudley,  East  Longmeadow,  Easton,  Edgartown,  Enfield, 
Fitchburg,  Foxborough,  Framingham,  Franklin,  Gardner, 
Grafton,  Granby,  Greenfield,  Greenwich,  Groton,  Hadley, 
Hampden,  Hardwick,  Haverhill,  Holden,  Holland,  Holyoke, 
Hopedale,  Lakeville,  Lancaster,  Lee,  Leicester,  Leyden, 
Lincoln,  Longmeadow,  Lowell,  Ludlow,  Lunenburg,  Lynn, 
Maiden,  Mariborough,  Medfield,  Medford,  Mendon,  Merri- 
mac,  Middleborough,  Middleton,  Milford,  Monson,  Mont- 
gomery, Nahant,  Natick,  Needham,  New  Braintree,  New- 
bury, Newburyport,  Newton,  Norfolk,  North  Adams, 
North  Andover,  North  Brookfield,  North  Reading,  North- 
ampton, Northborough,  Norwood,  Oakham,  Orange,  Oxford, 
Palmer,  Paxton,  Pelham,  Pepperell,  Pittsfield,  Prescott, 
Princeton,    Russell,    Rutland,    Salem,    Sandwich,    Saugus, 
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Savoy,  Sharon,  Sherborn,  Shirley,  Shrewsbury,  Somenillc, 
South  Hadley,  Soiithborough,  Southbridge,  Spencer,  Spring- 
field, Sterling,  Stoughton,  Sturbridge,  Sunderland,  Sutton, 
Taunton,  Templeton,  Tewksbury,  Townsend,  Upton,  Ux- 
bridge,  Wales,  Walpole,  Waltham,  Ware,  Warren,  Webster, 
Wellesley,  West  Boylston,  West  Brookfield,  West  Springfield, 
Westborough,  Westfield,  Westwood,  Wilbraham,  Wllliams- 
town,  Worcester,  and  Wrentham. 

Legislation. 

A  very  important  measure,  recommended  by  the  State 
Commission  on  Economy  and  EflBciency,  to  enlarge  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  commissioner  by  giving  him  juris- 
diction over  the  public  records  of  the  various  departments 
and  institutions  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  addition  to  those 
of  the  counties,  cities  and  towns,  was  enacted  as  chapter 
485  of  the  Acts  of  1913;  and  visits  have  been  made  to  the 
following  places,  under  the  duties  imposed  by  the  act: 
Adams,  Amherst,  Barnstable,  Boston,  Bridgewater,  Cam- 
bridge, Canton,  Concord,  Danvers,  Fitchburg,  Foxborough, 
Framinghain,  Gardner,  Gloucester,  Grafton,  Greenfield, 
Ilaveriiill,  Lakeville,  Lancaster,  Lee,  Lowell,  Lynn,  Med- 
field,  Middleton,  jMonson,  Norfolk,  North  Adams,  North 
Keading,  Northampton,  Rutland,  Salem,  Sherborn,  Shirley, 
Taunton,  Templeton,  Tewksbury,  Waltham,  Westborough, 
Westfield,  Worcester,  and  Wrentham.  The  legislation  was 
much  needed,  as  many  valuable  public  records  were  found 
not  to  be  properly  safeguarded  against  fire,  through  igno- 
rance or  misinterpretation  of  the  requirements  of  section  18 
of  chapter  35  of  the  Revised  Laws. 

Also,  a  measure  to  include  the  commissioner,  in  the  action 
required  to  be  taken  by  trustees  of  public  libraries  desiring 
to  be  relieved  from  receiving  public  documents  distributed 
by  the  Commonwealth,  was  enacted  as  chapter  93  of  the 
Acts  of  1913;  and,  under  its  provisions,  the  commissioner 
has  requested  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  dis- 
continue sending  such  books  as  were  not  desired  in  the 
libraries  of  the  following  towns:  Georgetown,  Granby,  Lake- 
ville, Leverett,  Manchester,  Middlefield,  Warwick,  and  West 
Stockbridge. 
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Action. 

In  many  of  the  places  visited  by  the  commissioner,  and 
as  the  result  of  his  inspections  and  recommendations, 
measures  have  been  or  are  to  be  taken  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  records. 

The  commissioner  has  examined  and  passed  upon  several 
plans  for  contemplated  buildings,  fireproof  rooms  and  vaults, 
with  their  noncombustible  fittings,  and  fireproof  safes  that 
have  been  purchased,  for  the  safeguarding  of  records;  and 
he  also  has  searched  for,  and  recovered,  some  missing 
records. 

Recommendation. 

Because  of  the  additional  work  put  upon  the  department 
by  chapter  485  of  the  Acts  of  1913,  and  as  there  is  but  one 
person  authorized  to  make  inspection  of  the  condition  of  all 
pubUc  records  in  the  various  and  many  offices,  departments 
and  institutions  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  counties, 
cities  and  towns,  and  as  it  is  not  possible  for  the  com- 
missioner alone,  apart  from  the  necessary  attendance  in  his 
office,  to  make  the  rounds  oftener  than  once  in  about  three 
years,  it  would  seem  advisable,  for  the  greater  efficiency  of 
the  department,  that  it  be  given  a  deputy. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 

Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated  or  bound  during 
the  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most 
instances  by  order  of  the  commissioner,  for  the  following 
places:  Ashby,  Ashfield,  Brimfield,  Carlisle,  Chester,  Dana, 
Everett,  Franklin,  Gosnold,  Haverhill,  Holden,  Lakeville, 
Leverett,  Leyden,  Mendon,  New  Braintree,  Rowe,  Taunton, 
Townsend,  Wendell  and  Whately;  also,  for  the  counties  of 
Barnstable,  Bristol,  Hampden,  Middlesex,  Plymouth,  and 
Worcester. 

Fire. 

Shortly  after  midnight,  on  Nov.  20,  1913,  an  incendiary 
fire  slightly  damaged  the  town  hall  of  Hanover,  but  did  not 
extend  to  the  safes  or  vault  in  which  the  public  records  are 
kept. 
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Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  8.  T.  Smith  Company.  11  Barelay  Street,  New  York. 

American  and  How-Ko  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Stonns  Company,  11  and  13  Vandcwster  Stnet,  New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  A  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York, 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompeon  streeto, 
Phiiadelphia,  Pa. 

Paragon,  Premier,  Invincible,  Monarch,  and  Success  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons,  and  Yost  Black  Record  Pad. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Tsrpewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Ftotory,  Bridceport,  Omn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boeton. 

Stamping  Pads. 
The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athensum  streets,  Cambridce, 
Mass. 

Superb  Immediate  Drying  Pad  (Black). 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  A  Holihan,  Inc.,  201  Broadway,  New  York. 

The  Union  Typewriter  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
(Same  ink  as  used  on  the  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  implied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  B.  G.  Volger  Manufacturing  Company,  29  Franklin  Avenue,  riiiwiiir 

N.  J. 

HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 
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Saugus.  Sciraate,  Seekonk,  Sbxrcm^  Samffiae^  SfBuxrak 
d*mthainpton,  Southwick,  Springfield,  Stow,  Sodhoy, 
.Swampacotx,  Swansea.  TanntDiu  Templeton.  TapoUL 
Tji^sborougtu  Walthanu  Wsarduanj  Wat^rtown.  WkviamL 
Weiler«iey,  Wenhanu  West  Bridgewator,  West  Sewbarr, 
W'^strieid.  Weatford,  WeathamptDn,  Weaton,  Wesrport^  Wat 
vv-o^xi,  W.^ymourk  Whinnan,  Wilhrahaxn,  Wintiirop,  Wobon, 
ana  Worr-edter. 

A  larger  number  of  inspectionfl  dum  tiie  CQnmiiaBuni^  bi 
jet  maue  in  anv  previous  year  waa  accompliahed  by  hhn  dnr- 
Ln^  ^he  past  dscal  year,  and  his  iwnTntngti^g^fiyiq  £^^  ^^  j^^ 

r.itT  ':are  and  protei^tion  of  public  records  Iiave  gHiearallT  bea 
a(!re*i  imon. 

The  •M>mmis:»ioner  has  also  passed  upon  several  pI^ha  £ir 
v-aults.  with  rJieir  DonrconLbuatiUe  fittixigi^  and  Iiaa  uncvtcd 
the  purchar^e  oi  many  tireproof  safes,  for  tibe  aafegoaniiw  of 
rworda. 

In  anct^rdance  with  the  provisions  of  duipfeer  4S5  of  Ae 
Xcu  of  l-^I^i,  whi(?h  was  a  recommendation  of  tile  Slate 
C.;mmi.'-?irjn  on  Ei^f.nomy  and  Efficiency  to  give  the  eommia- 
zionftT  3Upervi.-?ii">n  over  the  public  records  of  tibe  Common- 
^eal'ih.  espH'ially  t<>r  their  protection  against  loss  b^  fire  die 
^!ommi.^nioner  in  the  course  of  his  duties  was  instmmental  in 
iif-.tt.iTiU  hill.'?  ir.tr<>4ince«l  into  the  last  session  of  the  Lwiala- 
ture  for  the  construction  of  fireproof  vaults  in  some  of  the 
Stare  iri.'»titiiti«:'n.'!,  and  the  bills  were  favorably  acted  npon  bv 
the  Ie<ri-Tlative  committee  on  public  institutions,  bat  in  eveiy 
instance  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  the  financial 
committee  of  the  Le^slature,  reported  adversely,  and  the 
mea.-ure?j  were  rejected,  so  that  the  work  of  the  commissioner 
to  ^^et  the  law  obeyerd  was  nullified. 

Rkpairixo  and  Binding. 

FtH'onlri  have  Wn  repaired,  renovated  or  boimd  during 
the  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Presenting  Company,  in  most 
inHtanc'Cft  by  order  of  the  commissioner,  for  the  following 
place?*:     Avon,    Dennis,     Franklin,     Haverhill.     Newbury, 
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Plympton,  Eowley,  Shirley,  Southampton,  Sudbury,  Swan- 
sea, and  Westford;  also,  for  the  counties  of  Bristol,  Hamp- 
den, Hampshire,  Middlesex,  Plymouth,  and  Worcester, 

FiBES. 

Shortly  before  midnight,  on  Dec.  8,  1913,  a  fire  did  con- 
siderable damage  to  the  auditorium  of  the  town  hall  at  Clin- 
ton, but  the  auditorium  is  separated  from  that  part  of  the 
building  containing  the  town  offices,  and  all  the  public  records 
were  in  fireproof  steel-fitted  vaults  in  the  offices,  so  that  no 
records  were  in  danger. 

At  8.30  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Jan.  8,  1914,  the  build- 
ing at  Dedham  in  which  the  Board  of  Health  has  its  office 
was  damaged  by  fire,  but  the  records  of  the  Board  were  not 
in  danger. 

At  about  2.30  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Jan.  16,  1914, 
a  fire  did  considerable  damage  to  the  District  Court  building 
at  Maiden,  but  all  the  records  of  the  court  were  safe  in  a 
fireproof  steel-fitted  vault  which  had  been  constructed  by 
order  of  the  commissioner. 

At  12.45  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Jan.  24,  1914,  a  fire 
was  discovered  in  the  basement  of  the  city  hall  at  Pittsfield, 
followed  by  another  fire  in  the  basement  about  1.30  o'clock, 
and  a  third  fire  about  1.45  o'clock  in  the  office  of  the  asses- 
sors. The  latter  fire  destroyed  the  card  index  (not  a  public 
record)  and  some  of  the  furniture  of  the  assessors,  but  their 
records  were  in  a  steel-fitted  vault  and  were  not  in  danger. 

At  7.30  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  May  27,  1914,  a  fire 
totally  destroyed  the  Weymouth  town  hall  at  East  Wey- 
mouth, but  no  public  records  were  kept  in  the  building. 

Public  Documents. 

Prior  to  April  9,  1914,  on  which  date  chapter  336  of  the 
Acts  of  1914  was  approved,  the  following  towns  voted  not  to 
receive  the  series  of  public  documents,  and  their  action  was 
ratified  by  the  commissioner  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
422  of  the  Acts  of  1908:  Ashfield,  Bedford,  Bellingham, 
Clarksburg,    Dennis,    Hawley,    Otis,    Rutland,    Tewksbury, 
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Wales,  and  Ware ;  also,  prior  to  April  9,  1914,  the  libraries 
of  the  following  towns  requested,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  03  of  the  Acts  of  1913,  that  the  sending  of  certain 
public  documents  be  discontinued:  Bedford,  Leverett,  Mash- 
l>ee,  !Milton,  New  Ashford,  Plympton,  Quincy,  Sheffield,  and 
Wiuthrop. 

Chapter  336  of  the  Acts  of  1914,  a  measure  recommended 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Conmionwealth,  has  relieved  the 
cities  and  towns  and  the  libraries  from  receiving  such  of  the 
public  document  series  as  they  do  not  wish  to  have. 

Pmxtixg. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1S50  of  the  following 
towns  have  l^eeu  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470 
of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Abington  { Vols.  L  and  II.  i,  Brockton. 
OuustabU\  Kiusr>ton«  Keadin^.  Tewksburv,  Wakefield,  and 

V.  a^  • 

West  Bridgewater. 

The  foIlowiu:r  volume^  have  also  been  issued :  — 

yitMfiirtj.  —  The  Old  Records  of  cae  Town  of  Firehbars:.  Misea- 
ciiuswtts.  A  oopy  of  the  rwords  concained  in  VoiTiine  A,  Ikiz^ 
Volume  Ei^lit  of  the  printed  Records  oi  the  T<>wa.  Compiled  by 
Waller  A.  Pavis*  Cicy  Clerk.     Fitehbur?.  1913. 

J/ k/ckc'>'t'-r  (.Vtt*:v. —  1.  Index  w  che  Probate  Reconis  oi  rbe 
Conn:y  of  Middlesex.  Massaehusects.  From  I>eeemb«:  31.  1570.  v 
J  an  nary  1.  191 'J.  Second  Series*  Prepared  under  cae  supervrsioc 
of  Wiliiani  E.  Ko^rs.  Register  of  Probate  Skiid  Iasoiven«nr  for  *ae 
Counry  or  Middlesex.    Cambhdire.  lLis«aehiiseci&  I'JLi. 

».  ludex  to  :ae  Probate  Keconis  of  riie  Coiinry  of  Middlesex. 
M.iS!>aca.iseG:s,  First  Series.  Fr<jm  I'i^S  :o  1>7I.  Prepared  inder 
:he  suj.'cr'  isn.n:  .»:*  Sdm:iet  H.  Foisom  and  William  i.  Ho^»*rs  ?in-- 
.essMveiy  ae»jrsrers  -.»:  Pr»yoace  and  Lisoiveucv  fr>r  'v.e  '*>unrr  u 
Miiidlesev     ".'a:non«Ti:e.  Massacii users.  1914. 

M  V  >  V  \ '-,    ■  p   r i i >:  L :•: •' lif la  r v :ik . 
A:  :i2e  :*^«;iH:;sr  jz  riie  .rierk  ?!  die  Senate  and  "iie   .'it-rk   ■: 
:iie  H.:i>*?   ::  Kcr:r»est:Qca:ivts.  ':he  nibie  encitiei  '*  C  mnrins- 
Ci:ie<  .nii]   LVvvus   t*  ^[ds^aoaiiserrs.**  in  :he  *'  Manual/*  in?- 
•^ax>?«i  -^v  -h^  .•«.Miin!i's>i'.  rit*r.  aas  Veri  ?»?\*i5re«t  and  '??wri"i*it-«:. 
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Typewbiteb  Kibbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Eevised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  other  devices  used  for 
printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made 
by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names  of 
the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The  name 
of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in  con- 
nection with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 
Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,   N.  Y. 

Non-filling  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Ault  and  Wiborg  Company,  Cincinnati,   O. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank   Bayer  Company,   22   North  William   Street,   New 
York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured   by    The    Carter's    Ink    Company,    First    and    Athensaum    streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,    111 
West  Broadway,  New  York, 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company,  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Empress  Bralid  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  ])y  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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uperb  Immediate  Drying  Pad  (Black). 

Manufactured  by  Stewart  A  Holihan,  Inc.,  201  Broadway,  New  York. 

!he  Union  Typewriter  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Union  Typewriter  Company,  Ribbon  Factory,  Bridge- 
port,  Conn. 

(Same  ink  as  used  on  the  Yost  typewriter  pad,  and  applied  to  any  plain 
uninked  pad.) 

^ew  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  B.  O.  Volger  Manufacturing  Company,  29  Franklin  Avenue, 
Passaic,  X.  J. 

HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pubuc  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  31,  1915. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twentv-fourth  annual 
report  of  this  Commission,  being  the  twenty-eighth  in  the 
series  of  reports  on  the  public  records. 

Inspection. 

Inspection  of  the  care,  custody,  and  protection  against 
fire  of  public  records  of  departments  and  offices  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, counties,  cities,  and  towns  has  been  made  during 
the  year  in  the  following  163  places:  Alford,  Amherst, 
Arlington,  Ashbumham,  Ashfield,  Ashland,  Athol,  Auburn, 
Barnstable,  Barre,  Becket,  Bellingham,  Belmont,  Blackstone, 
Bourne,  Boylston,  Brewster,  Brockton,  Brookfield,  Buckland, 
Charlemont,  Charlton,  Chatham,  Cheshire,  Chesterfield, 
Chilmark,  Colrain,  Conway,  Cummington,  Dalton,  Dana, 
Deerfield,  Dennis,  Douglas,  Dudley,  Eastham,  Edgartown, 
Egremont,  Erving,  Falmouth,  Fitchburg,  Florida,  Foxbor- 
ough,  Framingham,  Franklin,  Gardner,  Gay  Head,  Gill, 
Goshen,  Grafton,  Great  Barrington,  Greenfield,  Ilndley, 
Hancock,  Harwich,  Hatfield,  Hawley,  Heath,  Hinsdale,  Hol- 
liston,  Hol>oke,  Hopedale,  Hopkinton,  Hubhardston,  Hud- 
son, Hull,  Huntington,  Lancaster,  Lanesborough,  liC*o, 
Leicester,  Lenox,  Leominster,  Leverett,  Longmeadow,  Lud- 
low, Lynn,  Maiden,  Mansfield,  Marlborough,  Mashpoo,  Mod- 
ford,  Medway,  Mendon,  Middlefield,  Milford,  Millhury. 
Millis,  Milton,  Monroe,  Montague,  Monterey,  Mount  WmhIw 
ington,  Natick,  New  Ashford,  New  IJraintreo,  Now  Miirl- 
borough.  North  Brookfield,  Northampton,  NorthhridK**. 
Northfield,  Oak  Bluffs,  Oakham,  Orangr,  Orlriin?^.  OtiM, 
Oxford,  Palmer,  Paxton,  Peru,  IVtorshnin.  riulli|>?ttt>n» 
Pittsfield,    Plainfield,     Princeton,     Provincrtown,     tttmiitng, 
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Iiiclimond,  Rowe,  Royalston,  Russell,  Salem,  Sandisfield, 
Sandwich,  Saugus,  Sheffield,  Shelbume,  South  Hadley, 
Southbridge,  Spencer,  Sterling,  Stoekbridge,  Stoneham, 
Sturbridge,  Sunderland,  Sutton,  Templeton,  Tisbur\%  Tol- 
huid,  Topsfield,  Truro,  Tyringham,  Uxbridge,  Wakefield, 
Waltham,  Warwick,  Washington,  Webster,  Wellfleet,  Wen- 
dell, West  Bridgewater,  West  Stoekbridge,  West  Tisbun', 
Westminster,  Whately,  Wilbraham,  Williamsburg,  Wilming- 
ton, Winchendon,  Winchester,  Windsor,  Worthington,  and 
Yarmouth. 

Action. 

The  commissioner  accomplished  more  inspections  in  the 
j)ast  year  tlian  have  been  made  in  any  previous  year,  and  has 
j)assed  upon  a  number  of  plans  for  vaults,  and  approved 
many  fireproof  safes  that  have  been  purchased,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  public  records. 

As  the  result  of  court  proceedings  by  the  commissioner, 
during  the  year,  the  records  of  a  former  tax  collector  of 
Upton  were  put  in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerk,  as  required 
by  hiw,  and  the  town  of  Middlefield  procured  a  fireproof 
safe  for  public  records  that  were  not  safeguarded. 

Legislation. 

Several  bills  were  introduced  in  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature  relative  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  commis- 
sioner, principally  with  reference  to  the  jurisdiction  given 
him  over  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
especially  for  their  protection  against  fire,  by  chapter  485 
of  the  Acts  of  1913,  as  recommended  by  the  "Commission  on 
Econcmiy  and  Efficiency;  and  that  chapter  was  finally 
amended  by  inserting  in  it  the  provision  "that  no  measures 
shall  be  taken  relative  to  the  records  of  the  Commonwealth 
unless  the  same  are  approved  by  the  commission  on  eeon- 
omv  and  efficiencv." 

Uepaihinc  AM)  Binding. 

Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated  or  bound  during 
the  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most 
instances   by  order   of  the  commissioner,  for  the   following 
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places:  Brewster,  Brookfield,  Charlemont,  Eastham,  Erv- 
ing,  Harwich,  Hatfield,  New  Braintree,  New  Marlborough, 
Plympton,  Tolland,  Westford,  Worthington,  and  Yarmouth; 
also,  for  the  counties  of  Hampden,  Hampshire,  Middlesex, 
and  Plymouth. 

Fires. 

At  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Dec.  5,  1914,  a  fire  partly 
destroyed  the  town  hall  at  Tyringham,  but  no  public  records 
were  kept  in  the  building. 

At  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  April  2,  1915,  a  fire- 
was  discovered  in  the  basement  of  the  city  hall  at  Boston, 
underneath  the  office  of  the  Institutions  Registration  De- 
partment, but  no  records  were  damaged. 

Public  Documents. 

Chapter  336  of  the  Acts  of  1914,  a  measure  recommended 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  relieve  the  cities 
and  towns  and  the  libraries  from  receiving  such  of  the 
public  document  series  as  they  do  not  wish  to  have,  was 
supplemented  by  a  further  recommendation  of  the  Secretary", 
which  was  enacted  as  chapter  30  of  the  Resolves  of  1915, 
giving  the  cities  and  towns  the  right,  if  approved  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Records,  to  dispose  of  such  volumes 
of  the  series  as  they  may  have  and  do  not  wish  to  keep,  and 
a  number  of  the  towns  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
privilege. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470 
of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Amesbury,  Cambridge  (Vol.  I.),  Chelms- 
ford, Heath,  Rochester  (Vols.  I.  and  II.),  and  Tyngsborough. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 

At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitled  "Counties, 
Cities  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,'*  in  the  "Manual,"  pre- 
pared by  the  commissioner,  has  been  extended. 
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and  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

red  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
•at  Broadway,  New  York. 

nd  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

tured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
ester,  N.  Y. 

Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

-Aictuied  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

ind  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

"^ifaetured  by  Elliott-Fisher  Company,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

.SB  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

lufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

jOX  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

anufsctured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

*e'8  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Vf  anufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

"^aiama  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

^     Manufactured  by  Manifold  Supplies  Company,  188  Third  Avenue,  Brooklyn, 

^  N.  Y. 

Jamation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactiu'ed  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactiu'ed  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Type  Tape  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Neidich  Process  Company,  Biurlington,  N.  J. 

Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Ohashi  A  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York. 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brooklyn, 

N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 
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American  Brand  No.  306,  and  How-Eo  Brand,  Black  Reeo 

Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Stonna  Company,  11  and  18  Yi  i 

New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactiu-ed  by  John  Underwood  A  Ck).,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  Yori 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  ' 
streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Paragon,  Monarch,  and  Premier  Brands,  Black  Record  Riblx 
Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  O 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Bosto 

Stamping  Pads. 

The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Fkd  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  AthenflBmii  itn 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Union  Ribbon  Factory,   Remington  Typewriter  Company's  " 
Record  Pad  Ink. 
Manufactured  by  Union  Ril)bon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Compi 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufa<-turcd   by  B.  G.   Volger  Manufacturing  Company,  29  Fhua 
Avenue,  Passaic.  N.  J. 

HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commwrioi 
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Office  of  thx  Ck>iiMi8BiONBR  of  Public  Records' 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  30,  1916. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatwes, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twenty-fifth  annual  report 
of  this  Commission,  being  the  twenty-ninth  in  the  series  of 
reports  on  the  public  records. 

Inspection. 

^  Inspection  of  the  care,  custody,  and  protection  against  fire 
1  q{  public  records  of  departments  and  offices  of  the  Common- 
's* wealth,  counties,  cities,  and  towns  has  been  made  during  the 
year  in  the  following  165  places:  Abington,  Acton,  Acushnet, 
Adams,  Amherst,  Andover,  Ashby,  Ashland,  Attleboro,  Avon, 
Ayer,  Bedford,  Belchertown,  Berkley,  Berlin,  Billerica,  Bol- 
ton, Boxborough,  Boxford,  Braintree,  Brimfield,  Burlington, 
Canton,  Carlisle,  Carver,  Chester,  Chicopee,  Clarksburg, 
Cohasset,  Concord,  Danvers,  Dartmouth,  Dighton,  Dover, 
^^Dracut,  Dunstable,  Duxbury,  East  Bridgewater,  East  Long- 
meadow,  Easton,  Enfield,  Fairhaven,  Fall  River,  Fitchburg, 
Foxborough,  Framingham,  Freetown,  Georgetown,  Gosnold, 
Grafton,  Granby,  Greenfield,  Greenwich,  Groton,  Groveland, 
Halifax,  Hanover,  Hanson,  Hardwick,  Harvard,  Haverhill, 
Hingham,  Holbrook,  Holden,  Holland,  Holyoke,  Hudson, 
Hull,  Huntington,  Ipswich,  Kingston,  Lakeville,  Leicester, 
Lincoln,  Littleton,  Lowell,  Ludlow,  Lunenburg,  Lynn,  Lynn- 
field,  Mansfield,  Marion,  Marlborough,  Marshfield,  Matta- 
poisett,  Maynard,  Medfield,  Methuen,  Middleborough,  Mid- 
dleton,  Monson,  Montgomery,  Needham,  New  Bedford,  New 
Salem,  Newbmy,  Newburyport,  Newton,  Norfolk,  North 
Adams,  North  Andover,  North  Attleborough,  North  Reading, 
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Xorthborough,  Norton,  Norwell,  Norwood,  Palmer,  Pelham, 
Pembroke,  Pepperell,  Plainville,  Plymouth,  Plympton,  Pres- 
cott,   Quincy,   Randolph,   Raynham,   Rehoboth,   Rochester, 
Rockland,    Rowley,    Rutland,    Salisbury,    Saugus,    Savoy, 
Scituate,  Seekonk,  Sharon,  Sherborn,  Shirley,  Shrewsbury, 
Shutesbury,  Somerset,  Southampton,  Southborough,  Spring- 
field, Stoughton,  Stow,  Sudburj%  Swansea,  Taimton,  Tewks- 
bury,    Townsend,    Tyngsborough,    Wales,    Walpole,    Ware, 
Wareham,  Warren,  Wellesley,  West  Boylston,  West  Brook- 
field,  West  Newbury,  West  Springfield,  Westborough,  West- 
field,  Westford,  Westhampton,  Westport,  Weymouth,  Whit- 
man, Williamstown,  Worcester,  and  Wrentham. 


Action. 

Still  more  inspections  were  made  by  the  Commissioner  in 
the  past  year  than  have  been  made  in  any  previous  year, 
and  he  has  passed  upon  a  number  of  plans  for  vaults,  and 
approved  many  fireproof  safes  that  have  been  purchased,  for 
the  protection  of  public  records. 

Also,  under  an  order  of  the  last  General  Court,  the  Com- 
missioner assisted  the  legislative  committee  on  State  House 
and  Libraries  in  making  a  complete  survey  of  the  public 
records  in  the  offices  of  the  State  House  and  in  formulating 
recommendations  in  connection  with  them. 

As  the  result  of  court  proceedings  by  the  Commissioner, 
the  second  Book  of  the  Commoners  (Proprietors)  of  the 
Middle  Division  of  Marblehead,  which  was  in  private  hands, 
was  turned  over  to  that  town. 


Repairing  and  Binding. 

Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated  or  bound  during 
tlie  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most 
instances  by  order  of  the  Commissioner,  for  the  following 
places:  Chester,  Freetown,  Hardwick,  Holden,  Holland, 
Lynnfield,  Norfolk,  Rehoboth,  Rutland,  Sandisfield,  and  West 
Brookfield;  also,  for  the  counties  of  Bristol,  Hampden, 
Middlesex,  Plymouth,  Suffolk,  and  Worcester. 
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Fires. 

Shortly  before  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Jan.  2,  1916, 
a  fire  was  discovered  in  the  town  hall  of  Middleborough, 
which  did  some  damage,  but  no  records  were  in  danger,  as 
they  were  safeguarded. 

Soon  after  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Feb.  15,  1916,  a 
fire  occurred  in  the  Brattle  Square  Municipal  Building  at 
Cambridge,  but  the  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  was  the 
only  record-keeping  official  in  the  building,  and  his  records 
were  not  in  danger. 

About  5.30  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  March  2,  1916,  a  fire 
partly  destroyed  the  town  hall  at  Holbrook,  but  it  did -not 
reach  the  town  offices  where  the  records  were  in  a  fireproof 
vault  and  safe. 

At  11.10  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Sept.  27,  1916,  a  fire 
destroyed  the  old  high  school  building  at.  Maynard,  where 
the  records  of  the  school  committee  were  kept  in  a  fireproof 
safe  which  had  been  purchased  by  order  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, and  which  saved  its  contents.  Another  safe  has  since 
been  procured. 

PuBUC  Documents. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  30  of  the  Resolves  of 
1915,  the  Commissioner  has  approved  of  the  disposal  of  the 
printed  series  by  a  number  of  the  cities  and  towns. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Boxborough,  Bridgewater  (Vols.  I. 
and  IL),  Burlington,  Cambridge  (Vol.  IL),  New  Ashford, 
Richmond,  Salisbury,  and  Westford. 

Manual  op  the  Legislature. 

At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitled  "Counties, 
Cities  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  "Manual," 
prepared  by  the  Commissioner,  has  been  extended. 
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State  Standard  Ink. 

Section  7,  chapter  35,  Revised  Laws,  provides  that  "the 
commissioner  shall  from  time  to  time  advertise  for  proposals 
to  furnish  .  .  .  ink  of  a  standard,"  and  that  "the  ink  so 
furnished,  before  being  Accepted  by  him,  shall  be  examined 
by  a  chemist,"  but  it  does  not  name  any  definite  limit  of 
time  for  such  advertising,  or  make  any  specific  provision  for 
the  expense  of  advertising  and  for  the  chemical  examina- 
tions, so  the  present  -coDMnissioner  has  not  taken  any  action 
under  it.  It  would  relieve  the  conunissioner  if  a  limit  of 
time  were  set,  and  provision  made  for  covering  the  expenses 
involved. 

Typewriter  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads  and  pad  inks,  used  for 
printing  by  tj'pewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made 
by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
anv  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names  of 
the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The  name 
of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in  con- 
nection with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons, 
Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Xon-filliiip;  Black  Record  Tj-pewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Ault  and  Wiborg  Company,  Cincinnati,  O. 

^larkwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street,  New 
York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  T>T)ewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenscum  streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 
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Ckdumbia  Brand  Black  Record  Bibbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
111  West  Broadway,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Lion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Elliott^Fisher  Company,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Ke^  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Panama  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Manifold  Supplies  Company,  188  Third  Avenue,  Brooklyn, 

N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Type  Tape  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Neidich  Process  Company,  Burlington,  N.  J. 

Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Ohashi  &  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York. 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 
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Northborough,  Norton,  Norwell,  Norwood,  Palmer,  Pelham, 
Pembroke,  Pepperell,  Plainville,  Plymouth,  Plympton,  Pres- 
cott,   Quincy,   Randolph,   Raynham,   Rehoboth,    Rochester, 
Rockland,    Rowley,    Rutland,    Salisbury,    Saugus,    Savoy, 
Scituate,  Seekonk,  Sharon,  Sherborn,  Shirley,  Shrewsbury, 
Shutesbury,  Somerset,  Southampton,  Southborough,  Spring- 
field, Stoughton,  Stow,  Sudbury,  Swansea,  Taunton,  Tewks- 
bury,    Townsend,    Tyngsborough,    Wales,    Walpole,    Ware, 
Wareham,  Warren,  Wellesley,  West  Boylston,  West  Brook- 
field,  West  Newbury,  West  Springfield,  Westborough,  West- 
field,  Westford,  Westhampton,  Westport,  Weymouth,  Whit- 
man, Williamstown,  Worcester,  and  Wrentham. 

• 

Action. 

Still  more  inspections  were  made  by  the  Commissioner  in 
the  past  year  than  have  been  made  in  any  previous  year, 
and  he  has  passed  upon  a  number  of  plans  for  vaults,  and 
approved  many  fireproof  safes  that  have  been  piurchased,  for 
the  protection  of  public  records. 

Also,  under  an  order  of  the  last  Greneral  Court,  the  Com- 
missioner assisted  the  legislative  committee  on  State  House 
and  Libraries  in  making  a  complete  survey  of  the  public 
records  in  the  offices  of  the  State  House  and  in  formulating 
recommendations  in  connection  with  them. 

As  the  result  of  court  proceedings  by  the  Commissioner, 
the  second  Book  of  the  Commoners  (Proprietors)  of  the 
Middle  Division  of  Marblehead,  which  was  in  private  hands, 
was  turned  over  to  that  town. 


Repairing  and  Binding. 

Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated  or  bound  during 
the  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most 
instances  by  order  of  the  Commissioner,  for  the  following 
places:  Chester,  Freetown,  Hardwick,^  Holden,  Holland, 
Lynnfield,  Norfolk,  Rehoboth,  Rutland,  Sandisfield,  and  West 
Brookfield;  also,  for  the  counties  of  Bristol,  Hampden, 
Middlesex,  Plymouth,  Suffolk,  and  Worcester. 
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Fires. 

Shortly  before  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Jan.  2,  1916, 
a  fire  was  discovered  in  the  town  hall  of  Middleborough, 
which  did  some  damage,  but  no  records  were  in  danger,  as 
they  were  safeguarded. 

Soon  after  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Feb.  15,  1916,  a 
fire  occurred  in  the  Brattle  Square  Municipal  Building  at 
Cambridge,  but  the  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  was  the 
only  record-keeping  official  in  the  building,  and  his  records 
were  not  in  danger. 

About  5.30  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  March  2,  1916,  a  fire 
partly  destroyed  the  town  hall  at  Holbrook,  but  it  did -not 
reach  the  town  offices  where  the  records  were  in  a  fireproof 
vault  and  safe. 

At  11.10  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Sept.  27,  1916,  a  fire 
destroyed  the  old  high  school  building  at.  Maynard,  where 
the  records  of  the  school  committee  were  kept  in  a  fireproof 
safe  which  had  been  purchased  by  order  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, and  which  saved  its  contents.  Another  safe  has  since 
been  procured. 

PuBUC  Documents. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  30  of  the  Resolves  of 
1915,  the  Commissioner  has  approved  of  the  disposal  of  the 
printed  series  by  a  number  of  the  cities  and  towns. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
470  of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Boxborough,  Bridgewater  (Vols.  I. 
and  II.),  Burlington,  Cambridge  (Vol.  II.),  New  Ashfbrd, 
Richmond,  Salisbury,  and  Westford. 

Manual  op  the  Legislature. 

At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitled  "Counties, 
Cities  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,"  in  the  "Manual," 
prepared  by  the  Commissioner,  has  been  extended. 
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Typewriter  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads  and  pad  inks,  used  for 
printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made 
by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names  of 
the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The  name 
of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in  con- 
nection with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Comimny,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street,  New 
York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenseum  Streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
111  West  Broadway,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon   Manufacturing  Company, 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Oitorion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Lion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Elliott-Fisher  Company,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Ijn press  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  , 

Panama  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Manifold  Supplies  Company,  188  Third  Avenue,  Brooklyn, 

N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant^Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 
Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Type  Tape  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Neidich  Process  Company,  Burlington,  N.  J. 

Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Ohashi  &  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York. 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brooklyn, 

N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

Special  Trinity  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Standard  Carbon  and  Ribbon  Company,  Inc.,  114-118 
Liberty  street.  New  York. 

American  Brand  No.  306,  and  How-Ko  Brand,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Storms  Company,  11  and  13  Vandewater  Street, 
New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson 
streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Paragon,  Monarch,  Premier,  Regal,  and  Visible  Brands,  Black  Record 

Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Sti^eet,  Boston. 
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I  Stamping  Pada, 

The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Ftad  and  ] 
Manufactured  l^  The  Carter's  Ink  Compeayt  First  and  d 
Cambridge,  Maae. 

■ 

Diamond  Rubber  Stamp  Pad  Black  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  Diamond  Ink  Company,  BiflwankN.  WIm, 

(Applied  to  any  plain  nnintaid  pad.) 

Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typcwnteat  CSompaajV 
Record  Pad  Ink. 
Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Faotoiy,  Bemington  Ti 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  nnintaid  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  B.  G.  Volger  Manufacturing  Compaajr, 
Avenue,  Passaic,  N.  J. 

HENRY  E.  W<     ] 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  31,  1917. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twenty-sixth  annual  report 
of  this  Commission,  being  the  thirtieth  in  the  series  of  re- 
ports on  the  public  records. 

Inspections. 

Inspection  of  the  care,  custody,  and  protection  against  fire 
of  public  records  of  departments  and  ofiices  of  the  Common- 
wealth, counties,  cities,  and  towns  has  been  made  during  the 
year  in  the  following  175  places,  a  greater  number  than  has 
ever  been  covered  previously:  Agawam,  Alford,  Amesbury, 
Arlington,  Ashburnham,  Ashfield,  Athol,  Auburn,  Barnstable, 
Barre,  Becket,  Bellingham,  Belmont,  Bernardston,  Beverly, 
Blackstone,  Blandford,  Bourne,  Brewster,  Brimfield,  Brook- 
field,  Brookline,  Buckland,  Charlemont,  Charlton,  Chatham, 
Chelmsford,  Chelsea,  Cheshire,  Chesterfield,  Chicopee,  Chil- 
mark,  Colrain,  Conway,  Cummington,  Dalton,  Dana,  Deer- 
field,  Dennis,  Douglas,  Dudley,  Eastham,  Easthampton, 
Edgartown,  Egremont,  Erving,  Essex,  Everett,  Falmouth, 
Florida,  Foxborough,  Franklin,  Gardner,  Gay  Head,  Gill, 
Gloucester,  Goshen,  Grafton,  Granville,  Great  Barrington, 
Greenfield,  Hadley,  Hamilton,  Hampden,  Hancock,  Harwich, 
Hatfield,  Haverhill,  Hawley,  Heath,  Hinsdale,  Holliston,  Hop- 
kinton,  Hubbardston,  Huntington,  Lanesborough,  Lawrence, 
Lee,  Leicester,  Lenox,  Leverett,  Lexington,  Leyden,  Long- 
meadow,  Lowell,  Manchester,  Mansfield,  Mashpee,  Medway, 
Melrose,  Merrimac,  Middlefield,  Millbury,  Millis,  Millville, 
Monroe,  Montague,  Monterey,  Mount  Washington,  Nan- 
tucket, Natick,  New  Ashford,  New  Braintree,  New  Marl- 


4  PUBUC  RECORDS.  IJin. 

borough,  XewtoD,  North  Brookfield,  Xivthamptoii.  North- 
bridge,  Northfield,  Oak  Bluffs,  Oakham,  Orange.  Orleans, 
Otis,  Oxford,  Palmer,  Paxton,  Peru,  Petersham,  Phillipston, 
Pittsfield,    Plainfield,    Pro^Tncetown,    Richmond,    RocUpon, 
Kowe,    Royalston,    Russell,    Salem,    Sandisfiekl,    Sandwich. 
Sheffield,  Shelbume,  South  Hadley,  Southbridge,  Southwick. 
Spencer,    Stockbridge,    Stoneham,    Sturbridge,    Sunderland. 
Sutton,   Templeton,   Tisburj',   Tolland,   Truro,    TjTingham, 
Upton,  Uxbridge,  Wakefield,  Wales,  Warwick,  Washington, 
Watertown,  Wa viand,  Webster,  Wdlfleet,  Wendell,  Wenham, 
West   Brookfield,  West  Stockbridge,  West  Tisburj-,  West- 
field,    Westminster,    WTiately,    Wilbraham,     Williamsburg, 
Winchendon,    Winchester,    Windsor,    Wobum,     Wojt^ester. 
Worthington,  Wrentham,  and  Yarmouth. 

Action. 

As  the  result  of  inspections  and  recommendations  by  the 
( 'oniinissioner,  measures  have  been  taken,  in  many  of  the 
places  visited,  for  the  better  care  and  protection  of  records; 
and  he  has  passed  upon  several  plans  for  the  construction 
II  nd  enlargement  of  vaults,  and  has  also  approved  a  number 
of  fireproof  safes  that  have  been  purchased,  in  compliance 
with  the  law. 

Legislation. 

A  measure  of  interest  to  record-keeping  officials  of  cities 
and  towns  in  the  Commonwealth  was  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture (luring  the  year,  being  chapter  19  of  the  General  Acts 
i»f  11M7,  and  is  as  follows:  — 

'11  u'  \vi»i\ls  "in  books"  wherever  they  occur  in  the  Revised  Laws 
irhiimK  to  lht»  nvords  of  cities  and  towns  shall  not  be  held  to  prohibit 
iht'  ninkinp:  of  suoh  rt»oonls  on  separate  or  loose  leaves:  proinded^  that 
Miih  li».M Nrs  shnll  Iv  bound  in  a  permanent  book  upon  the  completion 
oi  tlu'  I'l'roii]  of  a  sufficient  number  of  them  to  make  an  ordinary 
\oliunr. 

Kkpaiuing  and  Binding. 

HoihuhIs  have  Invn  rej>aired,  renovated  or  bound  during 
\\\v  Near  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company,  in  most 
iuntanivs  by  onlor  of  the  Commissioner,  for  the  following 
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places:  Buckland,  Conway,  Edgartown,  Everett,  Haverhill, 
Middlefield,  Royalston,  Stoneham,  Warwick,  Webster,  Welles- 
ley,  and  Wendell;  also  for  the  counties  of  Hampden,  Hamp- 
shire, Middlesex,  Plymouth,  Suffolk,  and  Worcester. 

Fires. 

At  4.40  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Feb.  4,  1917,  a  fire 
destroyed  the  building,  on  Nason  Street  in  Maynard,  in 
which  the  town  treasurer  had  his  ofiice  and  kept  his  records, 
but  the  records  were  in  a  fireproof  safe,  purchased  in  1915 
by  order  of  the  Commissioner,  and  were  not  damaged. 

Shortly  after  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  March  19,  1917, 
a  fire  did  considerable  damage  to  the  building  at  Gloucester 
in  which'  the  Eastern  Essex  District  Court  is  located,  but 
all 'the  court  records  were  in  a  steel-fitted  vault  and  were  not 
in  danger. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  470 
of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Chelsea,  West  Bridgewater,  Gloucester 
(Vol.  I.),  Granville,  Greenfield,  Salem  (Vol.  I.),  and  Uxbridge. 

Manual  of  the  Legislature. 

At  the  request  of  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  table  entitled  "Counties, 
Cities  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts,'*  in  the  "Manual,"  has 
been   extended   by  the   Commissioner. 

Typewriter  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

* 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads  and  pad  inks,  used  for 
printing  by  typewriting  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made 
by  any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of 
any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 
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The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names  of 
the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The  name 
of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  m  con- 
nection with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Roobester,  N.Y. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company.  22  North  William  Street,  Nev 
York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athenasum  Stieeti, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
111  West  Broadway,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Companj', 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Lion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Elliott-Fisher  Company,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Official  A  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Carbon  Paper  Company,  Tallmans,  N.  Y. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kco  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon.     ■ 

Manufactured  by  Koe  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Panama  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Manifold  Supplies  Company,  188  Third  Avenue,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Millor-Bry ant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 
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Sureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

rype  Tape  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Neidich  Process  Company,  Burlington,  N.  J. 

)ha8lii's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Ohashi  &  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York. 

^eerless  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Peerless  Carbon  and  Ribbon  Manufacturing  Company. 
113  West  Broadway,  New  York. 

!]!otton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

!)u-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon.  , 

Manufactured  by  the  Republio-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brooklyn, 

N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

iilwrite  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  John  H.  Sperry,  146-150  Oliver  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

ipecial  Trinity  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Standard  Carbon  and  Ribbon  Company,  Inc.,  114-118 
Liberty  Street,  New  York. 

American  Brand  No.  306,  and  How-Ko  Brand,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Storms  Company,  11  and  13  Vandewater  Street, 
New  York. 

Jnderwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Jlack  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson 
Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

*aragon,  Monarch,  Premier,  Regal,  Visible,  and  Royal  Brands,  Black 

Record  Ribbons. 
Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Tsrpewriter  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 
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Stamping  Pads. 

The  Carter's  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 
Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Atbenaom 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Diamond  Rubber  Stamp  Pad  Black  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  Diamond  Ink  Company,  Milwaukoe,  Wis. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Tjrpewriter  Company's  Blade 

Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Compaqj, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  nwinlrA^  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  B.  G.  Volger  Manufacturing  Compaoy,   29  FkaaUia 

Avenue,  Passaic,  N.  J. 

HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commitaiener. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
State  House,  Boston,  Dec.  31,  1918. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twenty-seventh  annual  re- 
port of  this  Commission,  being  the  thirty-first  in  the  series  of 
reports  on  the  public  records. 

Inspections. 

Inspection  of  the  care,  custody,  condition,  and  protection 
against  fire  of  the  public  records  of  departments  and  offices 
of  the  counties,  cities,  and  towns  has  been  made  during  the 
year  in  the  following  187  places:  Abington,  Acton,  Acush- 
net,  Amesbury,  Amherst,  Andover,  Ashburnham,  Ash  by, 
Ashland,  Attleboro,  Avon,  Ayer,  Bedford,  Belchertown, 
Berkley,  Berlin,  Billerica,  Bolton,  Boston,  Boxborough,  Box- 
ford,  Boylston,  Braintree,  Bridgewater,  Brimfield,  Brockton, 
Burlington,  Canton,  Carlisle,  Carver,  Chelmsford,  Chicopee, 
Clinton,  Cohasset,  Concord,  Danvers,  Dighton,  Dover,  Dra- 
cut,  Dunstable,  Duxbury,  East  Bridgewater,  East  Long- 
meadow,  Easton,  Enfield,  Fairhaven,  Fall  River,  Fitch  burg, 
Framingham,  Freetown,  Georgetown,  Gran  by,  Greenwich, 
Groton,  Groveland,  Hadley,  Halifax,  Hanover,  Hanson, 
Hardwick,  Harvard,  Haverhill,  Hingham,  Holbrook,  Holden, 
Holland,  Holliston,  Holyoke,  Hopedale,  Hopkinton,  Hudson, 
Hull,  Huntington,  Ipswich,  Kingston,  Lakeville,  Lancaster, 
Lawrence,  Leominster,  Lincoln,  Littleton,  Lowell,  Ludlow, 
Lunenburg,  Lynn,  Lynnfield,  Maiden,  Mansfield,  Marble- 
head,  Marion,  Marlborough,  Marshfield,  Mattapoisett,  May- 
nard,  Medfield,  Medway,  Mendon,  Merrimac,  Methuen, 
Middleborough,  Middleton,  Milford.  Millis,  Milton,  Mon- 
son,    Nahant,    Natick,    Needham,    New    Salem,    Newbury, 
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Xe\vl)un'port,  Norfolk,  North  Andover,  North  Attlebor- 
ousjh,  North  Reading,  Northampton,  Northborough,  Norton, 
Norwell,  Norwood,  Palmer,  Peabody,  Pelham,  Pembroke, 
Pepperell,  Plainville,  Plymouth,  Plympton,  Prescott,  Prince- 
ton, Qiiincy,  Randolph,  Raj-nham,  Reading,  Rehoboth, 
Revere,  Rochester,  Rockland,  Rowley,  Rutland,  Salem,  Salis- 
bury, Saugus,  Scituate,  Seekonk,  Sharon,  Sherbom,  Shirley, 
Shrewsbury,  Shutesbury,  Somerset,  Somerville,  South  Had- 
ley,  Southborough,  Springfield,  Sterling,  Stoughton,  Stow, 
Sudbury,  Swampscott,  Swansea,  Taunton,  Tewksburj',  Tops- 
field,  Townsend,  T^-ngsborough,  Wales,  Walpole,  Waltham, 
Ware,  Wareham,  Warren,  Wellesley,  West  Boylston,  West 
Bridgewater,  West  Newbury,  West  Springfield,  Westborough, 
Westford,  W^estminster,  Weston,  Weymouth,  TMiitman,  Wil- 
braham,  Wilmington,  Winthrop,  and  Worcester. 

Action. 

Owing  to  war  conditions,  and  the  diflBculty  and  expense  of 
getting  fireproof  materials,  the  Commissioner  during  the 
year  recommended  strict  economy  and  the  utilizing  of  every- 
thing that  was  available,  so  that  only  such  measures  were 
taken  as  were  absolutely  necessary';  but  he  passed  upon 
several  plans  for  the  construction  of  fireproof  quarters,  and 
approved  a  number  of  safes  that  were  purchased,  for  the 
protection  of  records. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 
Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated,  restored,  or  bound 
during  the  year  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Company, 
in  nearly  every  instance  by  order  of  the  Commissioner,  for 
the  following  places:  Carver,  Duxburj^  Granby,  Groveland, 
Haverhill,  ]\Ierrimac,  Pembroke,  Plymouth,  Somerset,  Swan- 
sea, Tewkshury,  and  Topsfield;  also  for  the  counties  of 
Bristol,  Hampden,  Hampsliire,  Middlesex,  Pl>Tnouth,  and 
Worcester. 

Fires. 

About  2.30  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Dec.  24,  1917,  a  fire 
destroyed  the  tow^n  liall  at  West  Boylston,  but  the  town 
records  were  in  a  fireproof  steel-fitted  vault,  and  were 
preserved. 


1919.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  —  No.  52.  5 

At  3.15  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Feb.  3,  1918,  a  fire  de- 
stroyed the  town  building  at  West  Medway,  in  which  the 
town  records  were  kept  in  a  fireproof  steel-fitted  vault  con- 
structed by  order  of  the  Commissioner,  and  in  two  fireproof 
safes,  so  that  nothing  was  lost. 

At  3.30  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Oct.  13,  1918,  a  fire 
destroyed  the  town  hall  at  Tewksbury,  but  a  vault  which  had 
been  made  fireproof  and  steel-fitted  by  order  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, and  a  fireproof  safe,  saved  the  town  records. 

Printing. 

During  the  year  the  vital  records  to  1850  of  the  following 
towns  have  been  printed  and  distributed  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  470  of  the  Acts  of  1902:  Carlisle,  Charlemont, 
Cohasset,  Hard  wick.  Harvard,  Milford,  Northbridge,  Salem 
(Vol.  II.),  Shirley,  Stoneham,  West  Newbury,  Westport,  and 
Windsor. 

As  that  act  was  repealed  by  chapter  16  of  the  (Jeneral  Acts 
of  1918,  to  take  effect  on  December  1,  no  further  records 
will  be  issued. 

Typewriter  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  wuth  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  pad  inks,  used  for 
printing  by  typewriter  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made  by 
any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for  use 
upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of  the 
several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein.  The  use  of  any 
other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical  by  the  names  of 
the  manufacturers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The  name 
of  the  manufacturer  should  be  particularly  noted  in  connec- 
tion with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad,  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons, 
Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street,  New 
York. 
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Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Atheneum  Streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Companj". 
Ill  West  Broadway,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Compan}', 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Companj',  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Lion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Elliott-Fisher  Company,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Official  A  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Carbon  Paper  Companj',  Tallnians,  N.  Y. 

Empress  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Inii>erial  Manufacturing  Company-,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kee  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactunvl  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Panama  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Manifold  Supplies  Company',  188  Third  Avenue.  Brookb'n. 
X.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Millcr-Hryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  III. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactured  by  Mittag  &  Volgcr,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Tyix^  Taixi  Bhick  Record  Riblx)n. 

Manufactured  by  Xcidich  Proce::*s  Company',  Burlington,  N.  J. 

Ohnshi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Oha.shi  &  Co.,  395  Broadwa>',  New  York. 

Peerless  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Peerless  Carbon  and  Ribbon  Manufacturing  Companj', 
113  \\'est  Broadway,  New  York. 

■ 

Cotton  King  Brand  IMack  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 
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Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brooklyn, 

N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

Allwrite  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  John  H.  Sperry,  146-150  Oliver  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Special  Trinity  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Standard  Carbon  and  Ribbon  Company,  Inc.,  114-118 
Liberty  Street,  New  York. 

American  Brand  No.  306,  and  How-Ko  Brand,  Black  'Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Storms  Company,  11  and  13  Vandewater  Street, 
New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  Thompson 
Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Paragon,  Monarch,  Premier,  Regal,  Visible,  and  Royal  Brands,  Black 
Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

The  Webster  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  F.  S.  Webster  Company,  332  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

Stamping  Pads, 
The  Carter^s  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athemeum  Streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Diamond  Rubber  Stamp  Pad  Black  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  Diamond  Ink  Company,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

Union  Ribbon  Factory,   Remington   Typewriter   Company's  Black 
Record  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

(Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

New  Departure  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

Manufactured   by   B.   G.   Volger   Manufacturing   Company,  29  Franklin 
Avenue,  Passaic,  N.  J. 

HENRY  E.  WOODS, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  thb  Commibsionbr  of  Pxtblio  Regobds, 
State  House,  Boston,  Nov.  30,  1919. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twenty-eighth  annual 
report  of  this  Commission,  being  the  thirty-second  in  the 
series  of  reports  on  the  public  records. 

Inspections. 

Inspection  of  the  care,  custody,  condition  and  protection 
against  fire  of  the  public  records  of  the  departments  and 
oflSces  of  the  counties,  cities  and  towns  has  been  made  dur- 
ing the  eleven  months  ended  this  day  in  the  following  192 
places:  Adams,  Agawam,  Alford,  Arlington,  Ashburnham, 
Ashfield,  Athol,  Auburn,  Barnstable,  Barre,  Becket,  Belling- 
ham,  Belmont,  Bernardston,  Beverly,  Blackstone,  Blandford, 
Bourne,  Brewster,  Brookfield,  Brookline,  Buckland,  Cam- 
bridge, Carlisle,  Charlemont,  Charlton,  Chatham,  Chelsea, 
Cheshire,  Chester,  Chesterfield,  Chilmark,  Clarksburg,  Col- 
rain,  Concord,  Conway,  Cummington,  Dalton,  Dana,  Dart- 
mouth, Dedham,  Deerfield,  Dennis,  Douglas,  Dudley,  East 
Longmeadow,  Eastham,  Easthampton,  Edgartown,  Egre- 
mont,  Erving,  Essex,  Everett,  Fairhaven,  Falmouth,  Florida, 
Foxborough,  Franklin,  Gardner,  Gay  Head,  Georgetown, 
Gill,  Gloucester,  Goshen,  Grafton,  Granby,  Granville,  Great 
Barrington,  Greenfield,  Hamilton,  Hampden,  Hancock, 
Harwich,  Hatfield,  Haverhill,  Hawley,  Heath,  Hinsdale, 
Holyoke,  Hopedale,  Hubbardston,  Hull,  Huntington,  Lanes- 
borough,  Lee,  Leicester,  Lenox,  Leverett,  Lexington,  Leyden, 
Longmeadow,    Manchester,    Mansfield,    Mashpee,    Matta- 
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poisett,  Medford,   Melrose,  Mendon,   Middlefield,   Milford, 
Millbury,  Millville,   Monroe,  Montague,  Monterey,  Mont- 
gomery,   Mount    Washington,    Nantucket,    Natick,    New 
Ashford,  New  Bedford,  New  Braintree,  New  Marlborough, 
Newton,    North   Adams,    North   Brookfield,    Northampton. 
Northbridge,    Northfield,    Oak    Bluffs,    Oakham,    Orange, 
Orleans,  Otis,  Oxford,  Paxton,  Peru,  Petersham,  Phillipston, 
Pittsfield,    Plainfield,    Provineetown,    Richmond,    Rockport, 
Rowe,    Royalston,    Russell,    Salem,    Sandisfield,    Sandwich, 
Savoy,   Sheffield,   Shelburne,   South  Hadley,   Southampton, 
Southbridge,   Southwick,   Spencer,  Springfield,   Stockbridge, 
Stoneham,     Sturbridge,     Sunderland,     Sutton,     Templeton, 
Tisbury,    Tolland,    Truro,    Tyringham,    Upton,    Uxbridge, 
Wakefield,    Walpole,    Warwick,    Washington,    Watertown, 
Wayland,    Webster,    Wellfleet,    Wendell,    Wenham,    West 
Brookfield,  West  Springfield,  West  Stockbridge,   Westfield, 
Westhampton,  Westminster,  Westport,  West  Tisbiuy,  West- 
wood,  Whately,  Williamsburg,  Williamstown,  Winchendon, 
Winchester,   Woburn,   Worcester,  Worthington,  Wrentham, 
and   Yarmouth. 

Of  these  inspections,  159  were  made  by  the  late  Commis- 
sioner Henry  E.  Woods,  and  the  remaining  33  by  the  present 
Commissioner. 

Action. 

The  continued  excessively  high  cost  of  fireproof  materials 
and  labor  caused  the  Commissioner  to  recommend  the 
strictest  economy  and  the  utilizing  of  everything  available, 
so  that  only  such  measures  were  taken  as  seemed  absolutely 
necessary;  he  did,  however,  pass  upon  several  plans  for  the 
construction  of  fireproof  quarters,  and  approved  a  number 
of  safes  that  were  purchased  for  the  protection  of  records. 

Repairing  and  Binding. 

Records  have  been  repaired,  renovated,  restored,  or  bound 
during  the  eleven  months  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving 
Company,  in  many  instances  by  order  of  the  Commissioner, 
for  the  following  places:  Boxford,  Hubbardston,  New 
Marlborough,  Northbridge,  Richmond,  Truro,  and  Wellfleet; 
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also  records  from  the  city  clerk's  office  at  Haverhill  and  the 
town  clerk's  office  at  Plymouth;  also  for  the  counties  of 
Franklin,  Hampshire,  and  Plymouth. 

Fire. 

About  3.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Jan.  10,  1919,  a 
fire  destroyed  the  town  hall  at  Chatham,  but  the  records, 
which  were  in  three  fireproof  safes,  were  intact,  though  the 
bindings  of  the  books  were  somewhat  shriveled  by  the  heat. 

Death  of  the  Late  Commissioner. 

On  the  morning  of  Oct.  11,  1919,  the  body  of  Henry  E. 
Woods  was  found  on  the  floor  of  his  bathroom  in  the  Hotel 
Weldon  at  Greenfield,  where  he  had  gone  on  a  tour  of 
inspection  of  towns  in  that  vicinity.  Death  was  attributed 
to  angina  pectoris  by  the  physician  who  viewed  the  remains. 
In  the  death  of  Mr.  Woods  the  Commonwealth  loses  a 
capable,  efficient,  and  conscientious  official.  He  was  en- 
thusiastically devoted  to  his  duties  in  the  preservation  of 
the  public  records;  strict  in  his  enforcement  of  the  laws, 
yet  so  tactful  that  he  did  not  antagonize  the  officials  with 
whom  he  had  to  deal.  During  the  twelve  years  of  his 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  office  the  condition  of 
the  public  records  showed  marked  improvement. 

Abolition  of  this  Department. 

Chapter  350  of  the  General  Acts  of  1919,  Part  III,  section 
24,  approved  July  23,  1919,  abolishes  the  Department  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records,  and  transfers  its 
powers  and  duties  to  the  Department  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  who  is  to  appoint  a  Supervisor  of 
Public  Records  to  perform  the  duties  connected  with  the 
office. 

Typewriter  Ribbons  and  Stamping  Pads. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  chapter 
35  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  of  chapter  57  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  the  following  ribbons,  pads,  and  pad  inks,  used  for 
printing  by  typewriter  machines  and  hand  stamps,  made  by 
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any  of  the  manufacturers  named  below,  are  approved  for 
use  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth  and  of 
the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  therein.  The  use 
of  any  other  is  a  violation  of  law. 

The  arrangement  of  the  list  is  alphabetical,  by  the  names 
of  the  manufactiu"ers,  without  regard  to  preference.  The 
name  of  the  manufactiu*er  should  be  particularly  noted  in 
connection  with  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  pad,  or  ink. 

Typewriter  Ribbons. 
Peau-de-soie  Silk  and  Non-filling  Brands  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  the  Ault  &  Wiborg  Ckmipany,  Cmcinnati,  Ohio. 

Eagle  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  American  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  Rochester, 

N.  Y. 

Markwell  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Frank  Bayer  Company,  22  North  William  Street, 
New  York. 

Carter's  Black  Record  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company,  First  and  Athensum  Streets, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Columbia  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Columbia  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
111  West  Broadway,  New  York. 

Crown  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Crown  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Manufacturing  Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Criterion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  M.  F.  Donovan  Company,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Lion  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Elliott-Fisher  Company,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

OfTicial  A  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Carbon  Paper  Company,  Tallmans,  N.  Y. 

I«]nipres8  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Imperial  Manufacturing  Company,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Kcc  Lox  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Kee  Lox  Manufacturing  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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little's  Satin  Finish  and  Gold  Seal  Brands,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  A.  P.  Little,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Panama  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactiu«d    by    Manifold    Supplies    Company,  188    Third    Avenue, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Carnation  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Miller-Bryant-Pierce  Company,  Aurora,  111. 

Eureka  Brand  Special  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  158. 

Manufactm^d  by  Mittag  &  Volger,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 

Monogram  and  Type  Tape  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  Neidich  Process  Company,  Burlington,  N.  J. 
Ohashi's  Standard  Brand  Black  Typewriter  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  H.  Ohashi  &  Co.,  395  Broadway,  New  York. 

Peerless  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured   by   Peerless   Carbon   and   Ribbon   Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, 113  West  Broadway,  New  York. 

Cotton  King  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactiu^d  by  Pen-Carbon  Manifold  Company,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Du-ra-bul  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  the  Republic-Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  Brookljm, 
N.  Y. 

Diamond  Brand  Official  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  621. 

Manufactured  by  The  S.  T.  Smith  Company,  11  Barclay  Street,  New  York. 

Allwrite  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactiu^d  by  John  H.  Sperry,  146-150  Oliver  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Special  Trinity  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Standard  Carbon  and  Ribbon  Company,  Inc.,  114-118 
Liberty  Street,  New  York. 

American  Brand  No.  306,  and  How-Ko  Brand,  Black  Record  Ribbons. 

Manufactured  by  H.  M.  Storms  Company,  11  and  13  Vandewater  Street, 
New  York. 

Underwood's  Black  Record  Ribbon,  ink  No.  655. 

Manufactured  by  John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 

Black  Record  Ribbon.  •> 

Manufactiu«d  by  Union  Ribbon  and  Carbon  Company,  9th  and  TfaompsDn 
Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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Priniivv,!.  Monarch.  Premier,  Regal,  Visible,  and  Royal  Brands,  Black 

Record  Ribbons. 

M.ir.uf.-iOtured  by  Union  Ribbon  Factor^',  Remington  Ty-pewriter  Com- 
;K\r.y.  Bridiwix-trt.  Conn. 

T'.o  Wobstor  Star  Brand  Black  Record  Ribbon. 

M.i::\i:Vio:un\l  by  F.  S.  Webster  Componj-,  332  Congress  Street,  Bostoa. 

Statu  pi  tig  Pads. 
The  Car:cr'<  Ink  Company's  Black  Record  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

M.iv.v.f.u'Vvirwi  by  The  Carter's  Ink  Company',  First  and  Athenseiim  Streets, 

Pi;.:v.v^:;d  Rviblvr  Stamp  Pad  Black  Ink. 

M.-.:.-.:!Vi,':ur\\i  by  Diamond  Ink  Companj',  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

,  Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

Iriv!".   K-.Mvn   Faotor>-.  Remington  Tj-pewriter   Company's   Black 
Ktvorvi  Pad  Ink. 

M..:.-.;f.w:v.r\\i  by  I'liion  Ribbon  Factory,  Remington  Typewriter  Com- 

;v>:.>  .  l^ridct^iH^rt.  Conn. 

.Applied  to  any  plain  uninked  pad.) 

Ni  \\  Pr:\\r:i:n^  RIaok  Roivrd  Pad  and  Pad  Ink. 

M..:.::"...:v.n\:   by   R.   G.   Volper  Manufacturing  Company,   29  Franklin 

A\v:.;:e    ra>>:i:o.  N.  J. 

FRANK  S.  PERKINS, 

Commissioner. 
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